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HISTORY OF FRANCE 


CliAI'TF.Ii i. 

Parallel between the ancient (rfflth and modern 
Trench—Exptthim uf the Ilomans, and estab¬ 
lishment of the Tranlis in Gani — The art! wars 
which ensued until the csiah'ishmcnt of the se¬ 
cond race of Kings—-Cruelties exercised by two 
ambitious Females. 


J^OME had at length fallen. .After having sub¬ 
jugated the u diverse, she had lust the art 
of governing herself. Tottering beneath the weight 
©I her grandeur, her energies disappeared with her 
ancient virtues; and the glorious days of liberty, 
which had given birth tu so many he'rbes, were 
succeeded by acts of a most atroc^ms despotism, 
which thecunduct ot her degraded citizens seemed 
to justify. The terror with which she had inspired 
the universe, she felt in her turn; her provinces 
were inundated by barbarians, by whom the cause 
of the Carthaginians and Greeks wasavenged; and 
the Roman empire, exposed on all sides to their 
incursions, was on the eve of bring dismembered, 
'*• serve as an example and a lesson, if such a 
VOL. XXIII. B loison 
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lesson can have a salutary effect,'to the uiibriiiled 
ambition ul’ ronqpering nations. 

Ainon" these barbarians, nameil Goths, Van¬ 
da's, Huns, tvc. the Trench made a conspicuous 
figure. The earliest record of them with w Itit li 
we are furnished by history, represents them as a 
warlike race; and they were scarcely known to 
other nations, when they had obtained several 
victories in the territory of die Gauls. 'They had 
already learned to ,Surmount calamities, by a 
courage superior to the vicissitudes of fortune. It 
required, however, the greatest exertions on their 
side to Obtain an establishment m Gaul. They 
were desirous to form an independent state in a 
foreign land; and not" ilhslanding the feebleness 
of the Roman empire had exposed it for a long 
time to the incursions of the barbarians, the em¬ 
perors were tint without the means to oppose to 
them an etfeclunl resisiSuce. The Gauls, who 
were not yet sensible of llie advantage of yielding 
to the 1'rench, whose government was infinitely 
milder than that of the other nations spiling front 
the forests of Germany, appeared to hate an 
equal interest in preventing them from entering 
their territory. The fortitude, however, of tin; 
invaders, who were fond of encountering perils, 
was augmented by the obstacles by which tlu-ir 
progress was impeded ; and, being rendered mere 
obstinate by their defeats, their leader, Ghuliig, 
at length passed the Rhine. Notwithstanding; the 
force which Aelius opposed to him, he took pos¬ 
session of Tmirnay, where lie stationed his troops, 
mid established the seat of his government. 

History is in a manner silent as to the origin of 
these nations, by which Germany was anciently 

inhabited, 
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inhabited, anil which spread themselves aver va- 
riuus parts of Europe. to iurm settlements. Witli— 
out ent'-i'ing into any enquiry on tins head, we 
shall endeavour to. drpict the primitive c.ruvicter 
t.f the native inhabitants, wlm leagued togeicer in 
defence of their liberty, and who were at lengtli- 
i n twi i j>t> rated in a single nation knew a by the name 
of tin 1 Franks. 

The Gauls, or Celts, although blended uilh 
the latter, are the real ancestors of the modern 
French. This will he made apparent by a cursory 
.view of their warlike character, and of their cus¬ 
toms and Lahiluiies. They were constantly armed; 
had a great propensity to duels; and, as if they 
had not a su hicient number of enemies to encounter, 
were unceasingly engaged in quarrels among them¬ 
selves, Hurried away by their natural vivacity, 
as well as by the impulsion of vanity, they dis¬ 
dained all military discipline, and gave way to $ 
blind impetuosity, without regarding the dangers 
to which they were exposed. They occasionally 
threw down their defensive weapons, and, confid¬ 
ing m the martial ardour with which they were 
inspired, fought naked. Their arms, like those 
ut the wandering tribes of North America, were at 
first confined to the bow and arrons; but after they 
had been blended with those who had invaded 
tlnir territory, they took up the buckler, the 
sword, and the battle-ax, which they denominated 
-j rnneisque. 

The commentaries of Caesar are replete with in¬ 
formation relative to tise customs, manners, cha¬ 
racter, government, and religion ol the ancient 
Gauls. The reader is ligiquer.'!v surprised at the 
similitude he there finds between them and the 
B Z French 
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French of the present dny. He is enabled to trnce 
the same courage and the same levity—the Sami’ 
vivacity and tl.e same effeminacy—the same rash¬ 
ness and the same inconstancy. Such is the in¬ 
fluence of climate! 

' The wives and mothers of the Gauls, Tacitus 
observes, examined and sucked the wounds oftheir 
sons and husbands without repugnance. It was 
probably owing to the same habitual disposition, 
that, in the ages of chivalry, the mairied and 
single ladies disarmed the knights, ami dressed 
their wuunus, after having washed away the blood 
and dust with which they were covered. 

Whether we ci nsiiter the veneration which the 
Gauls emertained lor the sex. and which was cur¬ 
ried almost to idolatry^ or thtir gieat propensity 
to gaming, in the pursuit ot which they punctual¬ 
ly d,schurged their debts of honour, white they 
megiecied to Jieciikise almost all others; we find 
the rr-emiilamv slid to hold good between them 
and the modern French. 

In Gaul, a elm t was frequently selected from 
among the warriors, more particularly when the 
sovereign was old and infirm ; and this usage is to 
be traced to the first race of French monarchs, 
when the mayors of the palace had the title of 
chiefs (cukes) of the French. 1 n the election of 
their kings, the Gauls paid a particular attention 
to nohimy; hut in that of their chiefs, they had 
a great, r rrgv.c to person:’ m.rit : in the s; ms 
way tin* earliest kings and i hues w ere elected m 
France ; and both war expelled when they abused 
their authority, or conducted themselves in a 
manner derogatory of their rank, as happened to 
Childcric I. and Childcric III. With the Gauls 
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originated tlic ceremony of elevating on a paruis 
(a large shield) tlir newly elccteil iiioiiilitIi, to 
show liim to I lie people. The guards who were 
attached to the person of the prince, wham in 
ninny cases they retnseil to Mirvive, are to ba 
traceil in the palatines of the court ol the kings of 
Trance. Tlie monarch distributed a Int nf land 
In each nl' them, according tn his valour and ser¬ 
vices ; alul this u^lge resembles the military bene¬ 
fices conferred by the kings of Trauee of the lirst 
men. Lastly, the Ciaulic warriors {in'med a rcso- 
,j 11 lii'ik In iet 1 heir Inur and heard grow until they 
Tumid have killed, an enemy ; and from this eus- 
toin originated the v »vv of the Freneii knights, nut 
lit sUrp in a bai, rat i;//" a table clot A, f-w until 
t&ry i/iruiU hare bruu^hl lo a conrhtsion sum'll <’d- 
v nftirr t>r other. in the Nether'lands, towards 
I at* close ot the sixteenth century, several warriors 
renewed ike ancient engagement, not to cm their 
hair until they should have avenged the cause of 
f nines Hum an 1 T.gmont. 

Although a warlike race, the Gauls trembled at, 
the voice ot the Druid-, whose anathemas they 
dreaded above all things. From them they col¬ 
lected .ill their ideas relative to religion, and the 
taint knowledge tin y had of the sciences. These. 
Druids nut only performed the sacrifices at the 
siitars, but instructed the ynurh, and held the, 
office of judges. They embraced celibacy, and 
had their retreats and their temples in the forests ; 
where, the better to inspire lenur in all the ranks 
oi the people, they tillered up human sacrifices, 
mi abominable practice which seems to have pre¬ 
vailed universally among barbarous nations.— 
S 3 They 
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They, however, inculcated that precious dogma, 
the immortality of the soul. 

In burying their dead, the Gauls interred with 
them their arms, which they valued beyond every 
^ther consideration, on account of their utility, 
both in attack and in defence. It should be ob¬ 
served that, in adopting the immortality of the 
soul, they supposed the deceased to carry with 
him his desires and his passions. ‘1 his notion is 
likewise entertained by the savages of America. 

The Gauls held in high veneration their bards, 
or poets, by whom they were constantly attended 
in the held, to ebaunt their military atchieve- 
fheiTs, and to inspire, them with a contempt for 
death. In this state they were when they were, 
subdued by the Romans, who de.-rived them of 
their laws, rinlonts, and usages, as if they had 
been de-irons :n annihilate the, national 'spirit, 
which apj.; tired to he more indestructible in them 
than in ilio inhabitants nl (he neighbouring ter¬ 
ritories. They 1rei|ueinly revolted ; but their 
struggles to shake olf the yoke of their new mas¬ 
ters were inelfectual. 

Christianity next succeeded, and was soon fol¬ 
lowed bv theological disputations. The transition 
from paganism was so rapid, that heresies were 
proclaimed before the government had attained 
any' degree of consistency. Arianism hail its par¬ 
tisans and its adversaries: the ecclesiastical juris¬ 
diction was established ; the Druids expelled; and 
the papal authority over the Gnllican church con¬ 
solidated. Before, however, wc follow that par. 
ticular point of ecclesiastical history, which treats 
j-f the incredible progress of Christianity in the 
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rrign of Constantine. Before we speak of the prc-r 
lates of the Gauls; of the council of Arles; of 
the spiritual power of the bishops who were canoni¬ 
zed after their death ; and of the singular contrast 
which was produced by a mixture of the sacred 
mid the prophane, in the religious ceremonies; 
let us take a short review of the kings, or rather 
of the warlike chiefs by whom Clovis was pre¬ 
ceded. 

It has already been observed that the Franks 
arc considered as having been originally a nation 
‘of Germany. In the ancient teutonic language, 
franc signifies free'; and, accordingly, that name 
appears to have been bestowed on them as a dis¬ 
tinctive mark of their fove of liberty. By the 
nation of Franks is to he understood a league of 
Germanic nations, confederated to form a kind 
of Republic, such as Switzerland is at this time.— 
The latter being composed of thirteen different 
cantons, or stales, forms the helvetic confedera¬ 
tion, or, in other words, the Swiss nation. In 
the same way the Frank nation appears to have 
been composed of Sulii, Sicambri, Attuarii, Brnc- 
trri, Camani, Batavi , SarinattC, Suivi, Ansiburii , 
Caltit, Catdei, and 1'risii, all of them compre¬ 
hended under the generic names of Celts, Ger¬ 
mans, and, lastly, of Franks, If this nation was 
not originally, and aboriginally, German, it is at 
least certain that, after a long stay in that country, 
where it had become naturalised, it had adopted 
both the spirit of the other inhabitants, and the 
form of their government. It is likewise certain 
that as soon as the Franks were known in Ger¬ 
many by the title of the league, they were pre¬ 
eminently distinguished y ami that, by their in¬ 
cluding 
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cui'sions into Gaul, they gave infinite trouble to 
the Homan emperors. 

lla\ •ing been expelled from thence by the em¬ 
peror Aurelian, somewhere about the year C?L) 
of the Christian era, a ballad was sung through- 
out the empire, with the following burden : ‘’A 
thousand French and a thousand Sannatians, 
have been killed in two encounters,”* In a pub¬ 
lic spectacle, Gallienus afterwards exhibited, to 
gratify the curiosity of the Homans, three hun¬ 
dred French prisoners. These facts prove that 
they were a warlike race, who had rendered them¬ 
selves very formidable to their enemies. 

• The following fact is still more singular and 
noticeable : In the yea*C.')8, under Valerian, a 
body of Franks crossed the whole of the terri¬ 
tory of Gaul, ami having forced a passage into 
Spain, converted furragoim into a strong hold, 
from whence they sallied, and pillaged Spain 
during twelve years. A detachment even pene¬ 
trated into Africa ; when at length these fortu¬ 
nate adventurers, after having effected a junction, 
traversed every part of Gaul with impunity, re¬ 
turning to their own country laden with booty. 
It is not surprising that a few prisoners, belonging 
to such a nation, should he publicly exhibited 
with a degree of exultation. 

The Franks w ere in a great measure in posses¬ 
sion of Gaul, until the year 27D, when they wen: 
driven from thence by I’rnbus, who pursued them 
into their own territory, on the other side of the 


* Millc Franco; ct uiille Surmatas semel et scincl oc- 
vidimus, 

Rhine. 




Rhine. It is recorded in history, that, at a sub¬ 
sequent period, a Frenchman, Magnentius, placed 
himself, the dint of his courage, at the head 
of the Roman empire, His countrymen consti* 
tuted the most etlective force of his armies. Ano¬ 
ther Frenchman, Sylvanus, was compelled by tho 
injustice of Constantius, to whom he had ren¬ 
dered, in quality of general, very essential ser¬ 
vices, to declare himself emperor. He fell, 
however, by the treachery of Ursicinius, who, 
on pretext of affording him his friendly aid, found 
means to assassinate him. 

The Germans and Franks were defeated by 
Julianus, wdio united to an equal degree of va¬ 
lour, a greater share of prudence and capacity 
than they possessed. The same talents, notwith¬ 
standing he could not boast of so much heroism, 
gave Valentinianus a decided advantage over the 
above nations, among whom he brought about a 
disunion. Stilico kept up a successful check on 
the enemies of the empire in his western govern¬ 
ment, and prevented the Franks from passing the 
Rhine. Honorius, his son-in-law, having caused 
this valiant general to be put to death, was pu¬ 
nished for this crime by Alaricus, king of the 
Goths, who sacked Rome in the year 410. 

The Gauls had fur a long time been a prey to a 
variety of barbarous nations, who had made ir¬ 
ruptions into their territory from Germany and 
Scythia. The Alans, Suivi, G'cpids, and Van¬ 
dals, came next in succession to the Franks, Ger¬ 
mans, Burgundians, and Goths. The Franks, 
vvho had hitherto been satisfied with making in- 
eursions into Gaul, finding at length that terri¬ 
tory insufficient to supply their wants, which, 
became yearly more and more importunate, begaji 
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to. think seriously of taking up their settfed abode 
among the native inhabitants. Being thus forced 
to become cultivators themselves, it was natural 
tjlilt they should prefer so tine a country to the 
morasses, deserts, and infests of Germany. 

There is a secret instinct which urges the inha¬ 
bitants of die northern climes to attack those who 
dwell in the south. It has been accordingly ob¬ 
served, that conquests have been invariably made 
from the north to the south. When this move¬ 
ment is observed; and when we sec that tin* 
Goths, Vandals, Sw edes, and Tartars, have never 
retrograded towards the north, and have been 
successful in the south only. When we see the 
Germans, expelled from their own country, pil«- 
lage and ransack the seat of the Roman govern¬ 
ment, we look with surprise, and expect that the 
whole of the south will’ one day be a prey to 
bands of northern invaders. 

It was unquestionably by this impulsion, and 
nut by any other motive, that Bliaramund crossed 
the Rhine somewhere about the year 4-0, with a 
fixed plan of establishing in Gaul the empire of 
the Franks. At that time a defensive war, which 
requires a deeper skill than is necessitated by* 
oflensive operations, was unknown ; and the re¬ 
sult was, as may easily be. conceived, that the 
Gauls opposed but a feeble barrier and resistance. 
Their country was soon substantially occupied 
by the invaders. 

Having thus detailed the establishment of the 
Franks in Gaul, we proceed to a slight mention 
of the predecessors of Clovis, who are, indeed, 
scarcely known, unless by name. We are, how¬ 
ever, tuld of the coronation of l’haramond, who 

was 
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was carried on the ptnois, in martial pomp, by 
his brut her soldiers, to denote that thrv had the 
first, rank in his estimation. Mernveus is said to 
have established a domination, which, although 
in its infant stale, was equally dreaded by the 
Gauls anil Romans. Chibliuic was dethroned in 
consequence of his having violated the chastity 
of several women ; but was more fortunate than 
Tarquin, who had been guilty of the same odious 
crime, lie was restored a few years after. 

In this warlike race of kings, not a legislator 
was to be met with. This circumstance forms a 
striking contrast between them and the founders 
of Rome. Romulus enacted several wise laws ; 
and Numa Pomjulius established a salutary po¬ 
lice, which in a manner Mumped a character on 
his subjects, while it reformed their morals. But 
the predecessors of Clovis had not any notion of 
the science nf government : they, as well as their 
adherents, unquestionably wished to preserve, in 
the territory of the Gaols, the manners they had 
acquired in Germany. Victory, which had been 
hitherto faithful ter their standards, had sanctioned 
their warlike prejudices; and they were persuaded 
that they could not, with impunity, interfere with 
the police. A nation of soldiers, in constant 
readiness to repair to the field of battle, is not to 
lie governed like an assemblage of citizens, en¬ 
gaged in commerce, and in the culture of the 
arts. The latter are under constant apprehen¬ 
sions for their property, in the defence of which 
they are but little skilled. 

The conquests of the Romans were preceded 
by the establishment of their police ; but in the 
case of the French this order was reversed. The 

latter 
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latter were accordingly exposed to ten thousand 
vicissitudes of fortune, by which every progress 
of society was impeded. In addition to this, their 
levity, and the natural vivacity of their character, 
rendered them too hasty in their enterprises, to 
enable them to form any determinate plan of con¬ 
duct. In this state they were, when Clovis, the 
real founder of the French monarchy, produced, 
by the dint of his arms, and without his subjects 
being sensible of it, a part of the effects which 
would have resulted from a wise legislation. 
He devjned, as it were by instinct, the warlike 
stamp of the people he governed; and to this at-, 
dent spirit he gave a skilful direction. He mul¬ 
tiplied the natiunal resources by a variety of 
expedients ; and, unenlightened as his govern¬ 
ment was, had a decided superiority over all 
the enemies of the rising empire. The French, 
who had hitherto been untractable, and had led 
an uncertain and wandering life, became settled, 
and obedient to the laws. What these laws were 
will be seen in the sequel. 

At the age of fifteen years Clovis succeeded to 
bis father Childeric. He was not long in freeing 
his country from a formidable domination, and in 
^ j-j putting an end to the empire of the Ro- 
' mans in Gaul. He defeated Syagrius, the 
Roman general, who had established his 
residence at Soissons. Ilis vanquished enemy fled 
to Tboulouse, w here he placed himself under the 
protection of Alaric, king of the Visigoths, by 
whom he was afterwards delivered up. Clovis 
ainused him for some time by false promises of en¬ 
largement ; and having, by this stratagem, facili¬ 
tated several of his conquests, had him at length 

decapitated 
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decapitated privately. The power of the Ropraiu 
having been thus annihilated, the French found 
themselves masters of all the provinces situated 
between the Rhine and the Loire. 

At the period of the above victory, a system of 
equality was established among the French sol¬ 
diery, which it became necessary to subvert, to 
secure the as yet unsettled authority of the mo¬ 
narch. An opportunity soon presented itself to 
effect this. The troops were about to proceed to 
a division of the booty, fur which, according to 
•the immemorial usage of the Franks, they were 
to draw lots. Clovis, who was to have no othqr 
than the share of a general, directed his attention 
to a precious vase, which he was anxious to possess, 
and which he accordingly pointed out with hi* 
hand. “ Hold,” exclaimed one of the soldiers, 
with his battle-ax raised, “ thou shnit have no 
other than the share which may fall to thy lot.”—- 
As sovereign, Clovis dared neither to reply nor to 
punish ; but, in quality of general, he shortly after 
took occasion to tax the refractory soldier with a 
want of subordination, of which be was guilty at 
the moment, and, telling him to recollect the case 
of Soissons, w ith one blow severed his head from 
his body. This act of royalty inspired the soldiery 
with awe and respect for their chief, at the same 
time that it established a boundary betw'een him 
and them, which was essential to his authority. 

Gondebaud, king of the Burgundians, who had 
murdered his own brother, to usurp the sovereign 
authority, had a niece, the daughter of the defunct 
monarch, whose virtues and personal accomplish¬ 
ments had procured her a celebrity, equal to the 
pity her misfortunes had inspired. Clovis, eithei 
captivated by her charms, or, which is more pro- 
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bablc, hav'mg a view to an advantageous alliance' 
sought and obtained her in marriage. This larly> 
who was a zealous Christian, employed her best 
endeavours to persunile her lord to abjure the er¬ 
rors of paganism, and to embrace Christianity. It" 
she could nut prevail in the first instance, it will 
be seen that she w as eventually successful, not¬ 
withstanding she lead nexv ami unforeseen difficulties 
to encounter. The loss of his eldest son, who died 
immediately after he had been baptised, augment¬ 
ed the repugnance of Clovis to the Christian doc¬ 
trines; and this event was succeeded by the death 
pf a second son, who had also been recently car¬ 
ried to the baptismal font. The Gauls, whose at¬ 
tachment to Christianity was but of a short date, 
trembled least the king of the Franks should re¬ 
main an idolater, and thus p-event the conversion 
of his people. 

What, however, is not to be accomplished by a 
persistence in a. hole zeal, more especially when 
its pious sentiments are conveyed by a lovely fe¬ 
male, who, not content with ensuring the earthly 
lutp| iness of her husband, has a view also to his 
eternal felicity ! The Germans, a numerous and 
powerful nation, made a sudden irruption in the 
vicinity of Cologn, and, having laid waste that, 
part of the territory, crossed the HFine. Sigvl>ert 
demanded the aid of Clovis, to make head against 
a common enemy, by whom their states were 
threatened. The two sovereigns having united 
their forfes, attacked the Germans in the plains 
of Tolbiac, distant from Co log u about ten leagues. 
The troops of Clovis having retreated in the -onset 
of the battle, be had recourse, to the God of his 
consort, whom she had so frequently named to 

him, 
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him, and offered ap the following prayer.— 11 G«i 
“ of the queen Clotilda, thou who art called the 
“son of the living God, and who givest succour 
“ and victory to those who call on thee, I invoke! 
“ thy aid! If thou perraittest me to conquer, I 
“ shall believe in thee, and shall consent to be 
11 baptized. In vain have I implored my own 
“gods, who do not afford tue help ; succour me, 
“ and 1 will adore thee." 

The prayer of, Clovis was heard; his enemies 
were defeated ; and he was shortly after-baptised 
bv St. Remi, bishop of Reims. History relates 
that so great a croud was assembled round tfi,e 
baptismal font, as fo prevent the approach of the 
priest to whom the chrism, or holy ointment, was 
entrusted. St. Remi, to the end that his august 
convert should not be deprived of the efficacy of 
grace, offered up a short and fervent prayer. In¬ 
stantly a dove, appeared, white as snow, and car¬ 
rying in its beak the holy phial, filled with a sa¬ 
cred oil, the rich perfume of which delighted all 
the by-stande*s. With this miraculous oil the 
saint anointed his sovereign; and in the evening, 
to render the day memorable, in the festivals both 
of church and state, brought a dead man to life* 
Such were thcjuggles of priestcraft in these early 
time*; and by such stratagems has the catholic 
church constantly maintained its ascendency in 
spiritual and temporal affairs! 

Clovis was the only catholic king to be found 
in the empires of the east and west: all the other) 
were either idolaters or arians. Upwards of three 
thousand Franks were baptised at the samo.time 
with their sovereign ; and by degrees all hij^tiby 

i allumjivwi) 
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tianity. In the mean time the priests, to secure 
their authority, had recourse to every description 
of stratagem: they contrived so well, that tha 
sacred banner, embroidered with fleurs-de-lis, 
descended from heaven, and was delivered by an 
angel into the hands of the monarch, together 
with the oriflamb, a sure pledge of victory. 

It did not desert this new standard. Clovis, 
who meditated the most extensive plans, was de- 
si rsus to unite under his domination the kingdoms 
of the Burgundians and Visigoths, or, in other 
words, to possess all the territory which extend*' 
fgom Langres to Geneva, and from the Pyranees 
to the banks of the Loire. lie waged a suc¬ 
cessful war against his wife’s uncle, Gondebaud- 
from whom he exacted a heavy tribute. On pre 
tence that Alaric, whose dominions he had long 
coveted, was guilty of heresy, he attacked him 
with a very powerful force, and gained, by one 
tattle, the object of his desires. "Alaric, a brave, 
generous, and beloved monarch, was slain by the 
hand of his cruel and ambitious enemy, whose 
inordinate lust of conquests knew no bounds. 
His career was, however, checked by his bTother- 
in-law, Theodoric, king of the Astrogofhs, who 
defeated him at Arles, and thus rescued the 
Gothic nation from the danger of being com¬ 
pletely extirpated. 

Clovis, rendered desperate by this miscarriage, 
fell oa all that he encountered in his retreat; iu- 
Borauch that it might have been said he had 
formed a resolution to'accomplish the destruction 
of each of his ancient allies and friends, and 
thus secure to himself an universal domination 
jttt'tiie territory of the Gauls. To facilitate his 

ambitious 
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ambitious projects, he prevailed op Clod nr; c tq 
assassinate his own father, bigebeit ; and after¬ 
wards hail tho parricide put to death, that lie 
might-meet with fewer obstacles in invading his 
territory. Having taken by surprise a chief id 
one of the little stales, by which bis own domi¬ 
nions were surrounded, without seeking a plan- 
sible pretest, he caused his head and heard to be 
Eha'-mi, merely because be lead the title of king, 
which he wished to belong exclusively to himself. 
Such was ancicnliy the mode of declaring a 
prince incapable ot wearing the crown, ami the 
above is the first example of this custom wbigh 
history records. The son of the insulted chief, 
who saw his father overwhelmed with grief, hav¬ 
ing observed to him, in the way of consolation, 
that the branches vcoutd one ilay s/wot out ag/iiu, 
seeing that the trim I, tied not been divided, Clovis 
was so hurt at this ’ metaphor, that ho ordered 
both the father and the son to be decapitated, 
hie was surrounded by traitors, to back his per¬ 
fidious designs, whom lie abandoned, and some¬ 
times punished, after he had rendered them the 
instruments of his cruelties. Jtecanaire, king of 
('ambray, having been delivered up to him, those 
by w hom he was be,. 1 ; v eil complained that, in¬ 
stead of gold, they had been paid in a base coin 
of gilt copper. To this Clovis replied with an 
engi'y look ; “ I have no other money t’o bgstovT 
on such miscreants." 

After having extended hi? conquests from the 
mouth of the Rhine to Thuulou.se, Clovis took up 
his residence in Paris, which became the sent of 
lit- empire, lie now founded several monasteries, 
and built a considerable number of churches, at 
c .'1 the 
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the instigation of his clergy, and in expiation of 
his crimes and usurpations, which were so truly 
contrary to the spirit of the religion he professed. 
He died at the age of forty-five years, in the 
thirtieth year of his reign, and was buried in the 
church of St. Peter and St. Paul, which is now 
called Sainte Genevieve, in honour of the pa¬ 
troness of Paris, whose remains had been interred 
there a month before. 

Clovis was author of the Salic law. This law 
excluded, so far as the Salic lands were concern¬ 
ed, the wife from any share of the inheritance, 
wjiich became exclusively the property of the 
male descendants. It likewise gave rise to the ex¬ 
clusion of females, from the succession to the 
throne of France ; but this was contrary both to 
jts letter and its spirit. It referred, in the first in¬ 
stance, to the Salic lands only, that is, to the 
lands held according to the custom of the Sa- 
lians, a particular nation of Franks, whose im¬ 
portant services Clovis had remunerated by a 
grant of large tracts of territory. He was de¬ 
sirous that these possessions should be held in per¬ 
petuity by the male offspring of the soldiery, 
whose heroism had gained him so many victories, 
to the end that the son should, keeping in v iew 
the honourable inheritance which had fallen to 
bim, rival the father in his honourable exploits. 

Clovis’ left four sons, who divided between them 
the states their father had conquered. The 
eastern provinces fell to the lot of Thierry, an il¬ 
legitimate son, who had the title of king of Metz. 
Clodomir, the eldest surviving male offspring by 
Clotilda, was proclaimed king of Orleans; and 
two infants, Childebert and Clotnire, were de- 

fIui i'll. 
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dared, the former king of Paris, and the latter 
king of Soissons, under the regency of the mo¬ 
ther. Tranquillity prevailed for some, time, until 
«t length the dowager queen prevailed on her 
cltil iron to declare war aguin.-t Sigismond, the son 
of her deceased uncle, G wideband. She had not 
forgotten the violent death of her father, and 
was desirous to avenge it on the son of the mur¬ 
derer, Cludmnir invaded the tei ritories of Sigis- 
ninnd, whom he slew with his own hands. The 
Iatfer, to escape the death which awaited him, 
had cut off his hair, and disguised himself as a 
hermit, llis wife and children were afterwards, 
»*y order of Clodorair, murdered in prison. A 
few days after, this sanguinarY despot fell himself 
into an amlnish laid for him by the partisans of 
the deceased monarch, who, not content with 
putting him to death, paraded his head, in front 
of the armies, on the end of a lance. 

Notwithstanding Clodumir left three sons, his 
brothers took possession of his dominions, on pre¬ 
text of the necessity of having the young princes 
under their tutelage. The infants were brought 
to Paris, as it to be crowned ; but were suddenly 
arrested and put into prison. Clotilda implored 
her sons to spare her grand-children, and received 
for answer the emblems of a pair of seissars and 
a drawn sword, to denote that perpetual impri¬ 
sonment awaited them, instead of a crown. In 
her grief, she was heard to say that she should 
prefer their death to the disgrace of seeing their 
hair cut off, by which their incapacity for reigning 
was to be implied. This was the signal for their 
butchery. Clutaire plunged his poignard into the 
heart oi the eldest, aged ten years. The second, 

il (Tf‘J 
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aged eight years only, embraced the knees of his 
unde Childebert, who conjured Clotaire tn spare 
him, but in vain. Thu youngest child was saved, 
iu)d tvas concealed in a monastery, to shelter him 
from the fury of his savage relative, whose ven¬ 
geance was not satisfied until lie had put to 
death all the domestics who had attended on the 
young princes. The one who escaped became a. 
priest, and gave his name to the village of Si. 
Cloud, near 1'urk 

Thierry, who had been a tranquil spectato* of 
the murder of his nephews, was soon reconciled 
■to Ins brothers. As it was the favourite maxim 
of this detestable family, that, not to possess every 
thing, was to be masters nf nothing, they leagued 
together, and made the conquest of Burgundy. 
Tneir next attempt was the invasion of Spain, 
winch ended in their defeat hv the Visigoths. 
Thev v, ere afterwards forced to make a treaty with 
.Justinian anal the Ostrogoths ; but this treaty they 
soon violated. 

The death of Thierry, anti that of Childebert, 
together with the sudden extinction of the poste¬ 
rity of the former, occasioned all the parts of the 
monarchy to devolve to the ferocious assassin 
Clotaire, who was not, however, peaceable in the 
enjoyment nf his newly acquired dominions. One 
of his sons rebelled, and was pardoned ; but, on 
his taking up arms a second time, he was van¬ 
quished by his father, who caused him to lie 
burned, with his whole family, in a cottage to 
^ yj which he had lied for shelter. Clotaire died 
" ‘ on the following year. We now proceed 
to his male surviving offspring. 

They were lour in iiuinbe; 1 . The kingdom ol 
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Paris fell to the lot of the eldest, Caribcrt. To 
the second, Gontrand, that of Orleans was as¬ 
signed. The kingdom of Metz was bestowed on 
Sigebert; and Chilperic, the youngest son, re¬ 
ceived Soissons in partition. These distributions 
of territory laid the foundation of new intestine 
quarrels, which the common possession of Pro¬ 
vence and Aquitaine, by the four princes, tend¬ 
ed to inflame. Chilperic, the most restless and 
most enterprising, began by a fruitless attempt to 
gaiij/possession of Paris, and to dethrone his eldest 
brother, Perceiving afterwards that Sigebert was 
employed in repelling an invasion of the Huns, 
he attacked his territories, and obtained possession 
of Reims, and of several places in its vicinity. 
Sigebert, on receiving this intelligence, crossed the 
Rhine ; and, notwithstanding he had an enemy 
to encounter, botn in his front and in his rear, re¬ 
captured Reims and the other cities which had 
been wrested from him. By the mediation of the 
other brothers, peace was made between him and 
Chilperic. It redounds greatly to the honour ol 
Sigebert, that he was not only able to repel the 
Unjust aggressions of his ambitious brother, bul 
to defeat the Huns established on the, banks ol 
the Danube, a warlike nation whom it was not 
easy’ to subdue. These people were not only va¬ 
liant, trained to war, and inured to its hardships; 
bul their gigantic bulk, their hideous features, tneii 
wan and stern aspect, and, more especially, the 
terrible shrieks they uttered at the onset of a 
battle, were well calculated to inspire terror. Il 
required no small skill and abilities to oppose 
these tierce, barbarian.^, by whom Europe had be¬ 
fore been laid waste. 


Or 
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On the death uf Curibert, a new partition of 
territory laid the foundation for new discords and 
jealousies. Each of the surviving brothers was 
desirous that the cit\ of Paris should he compre¬ 
hended in his portion ; and, after much rumen- 
.tion, it was stipulated that each should have a 
third of the capital, which he was net, however, 
to enter without the consent of the others. The 
maledictions of all the saints in heaven were to 
fall qu the head of him who should dare to in¬ 
fringe this treaty, to the strict observance of 
which the princes bound themselves by oath, each 
laying his hand on the hilt uf Jiis sword. 

Two females, whose crimes have bestowed on 
them a hind of celebrity, now figured on the po¬ 
litical scene. Brunehaut, the wife of Sigcbert, 
was descended from the royal blood of the. Goths; 
but Fredegonde owed her elevation to the throne 
to the love of Chtlperic, who fdt a secret passion 
for her shortly after his marriage with Audovere. 
She was the daughter of a peasant of Picardy, 
and united to a rare beauty all the resources 
which cunning and dissimulation could supply, 
Here intrigues were so well managed that, she 
soon brought about a divorce between Chilperic 
and Audovere, who sought a refuge from her 
misfortunes in a convent. This artifice was not, 
however, useful to Fredegonde, its contriver. 
The king married Galsuinde, the elder sister of 
Brunehaut, to gratify his subjects by an alliance 
v\Il'ich had, in their estimation, done honour to 
his brother Sigcbert. Fredegonde dissembled for 
the moment ; but, having become by degrees, not 
only the contident of her royal lover, but his mi¬ 
nister even, prevailed on him to rid himself of 

Galsuinde, 
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Gnlsnimlc, which he effected by strangling her in 
the night time with his own hands. This^rime 
was soon followed by his marriage with Prede- 
gonde, which w\s.publicly celebrated, in despight 
of the general clamours ami execrations of his 
subjects. 

Brunehaut implored her husband, Sigcbert, ns 
well ns Gontrand, to avenge this foul murder. 
The latter brought his troops into tin* field ; but 
shortly after went over to the side of Chilpcric, 
who ivas, notwithstanding, so vigorously pursued 
by Cigebert, that he was obliged to seek shelter 
in the fortified town of Tournay. As nothing less 
than the death of Chilperic could gratify the deep 
revenge, of Brunehaut, a close siege was laid to 
the place ; when, in an install', Fredegoude 
changed the scene. She caused Sigcbert. to be 
taken off by two assassins; the siege was raised ; 
and Chilperic victoriously entered the camp of his 
deceased brothel', in which he found his widowed 
queen, children, and treasures. The infant soil, 
aged only five years, was, however, privately con¬ 
veyed out of the camp by a faithful domestic, and 
having been conducted to Metz, was proclaimed 
king of Australia. 

The widow of Sigcbert, who was still young, 
was sent prisoner to Rouen, where she cap¬ 
tivated the heart of a prince named Merovee, 
whom she espoused. This prince was no other 
than her own nephew (for in those days such mar¬ 
riages were lawful), the son of her mortal enemy, 
Chilperic, whose rage and astonishment on hear¬ 
ing the news may be readily conceived. To'avoid 
the storm which’ hung over their heads, the newly 
married couple sought the sanctuary of a church, 

which 
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which the troops of Chilperic dared not violate. 
Merovee having received his pardon, returned to 
his father’s protection; and Brunchaut fled to 
Austrasia, where she was instigat'd, by her im¬ 
placable hatred of Fredegondc, to rekindle the 
flames of war. Chilperic having lost a battle 
soon after, ascribed the defeat of his troops to 
Merovee, whose hair he ordered to be cut otf, to 
deprive him of the, succession, The son being 
thus disgraced, to avoid the further vengeance of 
his father, fled to Tours, where Fredegomle caused 
him to be assassinated, ller cruelties did nor,end 
here: the bishop of Rouen, who had celebrated 
, the marriage between Merovee and Brunehaut, 
was her next victim ; and, as this murder was not 
effected without the knowledge of one of the 
courtiers, she had him taken off by poison. An 
obstacle which presented itself to her ambition 
was, to he removed. She had three sons, on the 
head of one of whom she wished the crown to 
be placed, on the death of Chilperic; but a 
prince named Clovis, by the first marriage, and 
brother to the deceased Merovee, was still living. 
While she was busied in plotting his destruction, 
a heavy calamity awaited her own progeny; her 
sons fell victims to a pestilential fever. Such wai 
her habitual wickedness, that she availed herself 
of this misfortune to gratify her hatred and re- 
venge. She suborned one of her favourites to 
accuse Clovis of having had poison administered 
to the princes; and on this accusation he was 
put to death, together with the unfortunate queen 
Audoverc, who, notwithstanding she was immured 
jn t.ie cloisters, and had been long ignorant of 
what was passing in the world, was represented 
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by the monster Fredegonde ns an accomplice in 
the crime. 

It has been already noticed that, at the time of 
the partition, Neither .of the three monarchs Was 
to enter Paris, without the consent of his bro¬ 
thers. This treaty was, however, infringed by 
Chilperic, who was desirous to be present at the 
baptism of an infant son by Fredegonde. While 
Gontrand, aided by Childebert, king of Austrasia, 
the prince who, on the death of his father, Sige- 
bcrt, had been conveyed in safety from the camp, 
was*busied in making every preparation to pu¬ 
nish so gross a violation of a solemn engagement, 
the tyrant Chilperic was assassinated. This crimtf 
was also due to Fredegonde, whose adulterous 
intercourse with an attendant at the court, named 
Landry, had been accidentally discovered by the 
deceased. Thus was one crime heaped on ano¬ 
ther hy this atrocious female. The assassination 
of her husband having been closely followed by a 
war in his dominions, she implored the aid of 
Gontrand, observing that the treasures of the 
deceased monarch had been unlawfully conveyed 
to Childebert, king of Austrasia, and imploring 
him to take pity on a fatherless infant, aged only 
four months. Gontrand, having been gained over 
by these artifices, put himself at the head of a 
powerful army, which Childebert, instigated by 
Brunehaut, prepared to meet. Thus did two 
women, who vied with each other in cruelties, 
arm two sovereigns, the uncle and the nephew, 
against each ether. In the mean time Gontrand 
took the infant Clotaire under his protection, 
established a council of regency, caused theVatha 
of allegiance to be administered, and hau be- 

vol. xxtu. • sides 
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#i<les recourse to such measure?, that Cliildebert 
was induced to withdraw his forces. Fredeggmle 
was excluded from every shire in the administra¬ 
tion, and forced into a. esnveitt, with a strict 
prohibition not to interfere, either directly or in¬ 
directly, with the government. 

This amhitious female, enraged at being dis¬ 
possessed of the authority for which she so ar¬ 
dently longed, resorted to every possible artifice 
to excite a popular insurrection against the. bene¬ 
factor of her child. In return for this base in¬ 
gratitude, Gontrand affirmed that he. had a sdcret 
to reveal, which, through a mistaken tenderness 
for her, he had hitherto concealed, namely, that 
Clotaire was not in reality the son of Chilperic. 
Fredegonde, who was not displeased at this 
question being started, as it enabled her to re¬ 
sume, for an instant, the pomp and splendour of 
her ancient authority, quitted her convent; com¬ 
plained, in her different qualities of queen and 
mother, of the affront which was ottered her; 
and having demanded that an oath should life so¬ 
lemnly administered to her, swore to the legiti¬ 
macy of the prince in the midst of an assemblage 
of allihe orders of the people. Three hundred 
witnesses were brought forward to swear to the 
game effect and purport, and, what must appear 
very singular at this time, their corroborative 
testimonies were received as so many decisive 
proofs. Thus was Gontrand reduced to silence. 

His next effort was to maintain an equipoise 
between Brunehaut and Fredegonde, whose ha¬ 
tred ( 'to each other was more implacahte than 
evej ; and 10 prevent them, as much as possible, 
from- having any share in public affairs. He had 

now 
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now attained tine advanced age nf sixty years; 
ainf dreaded least, on liis demise, they should 
sow the seeds rtf discord between his two nephews, 
Childcbert and Clotaire, lie had not any male 
issue and Jfrunehuut flattered him so adroitly, 
that he made a will, by which his own'dominions 
were to revert to her two grandsons, This testa¬ 
ment was never carried into effect; but, on the 
other hand, it will be seen that Clotaire, the se¬ 
cond of the name, whose misfortune it was to 
havij sprung from the womb of Fredegondc, was 
destined to unite under his domination all the 
separate states of the house of Clovis. This, 
event was hastened by the death of G.mtrand, 
which was no sooner promulgated, than the two 
queens, freed from every restraint, displayed all 
the ferocity of their nature. On each side dark 
assassinations were prepared, until at length an 
open warfare broke out. Childcbert proceeded 
to take possession of the dominions of Gontrand, 
in right of his grand-children, and in conformity 
to the will of the deceased. He considered that 
it would be easy to get the better of any opposh 
tioti on the part of Clotaire ; but in this he was 
mistaken. Fredegonde appeared at. the head of an 
army, with her son, aged ten years, whom she 
held in her arms, exclaiming to the soldiery, with 
that matbrnal and heroic eloquence which never 
tails in its effect; behold my son; behold your 
hilig. Her army was commanded by her fa¬ 
vourite Landry, who has been already cited. At 
his side she fought, and took with him an equal 
share in the command of the troops. The mpld 
w as obstinately disputed ; but at length victoryde- 
clared itself in favour of the mother of Clotaire. 

D 2 The 
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The vanquished Brunehaut had recourse to all 
the stratagems which policy could suggest, She 
solicited help in all quarters; and reinforced lief 
own levies by chosen bands of mercenaries. 
She was, notwithstanding, obliged to yield to ths 
victorious arms of her rival, whose troops were, 
in point of numbers, far inferior to her own. The 
death of her son Childebert was a fresh calamity 
.calculated to raise the expectations of l-'rede- 
gondc, who pursued her victorious career, and 
inspired a general enthusiasm which seemed to 
have effaced the remembrance of all her crifncs. 
,A new conquest opened to her the gates of Paris, 
where her son was proclaimed amid the acclama¬ 
tions *f the inhabitants. Chance, however, by 
which all human events are governed, suddenly 
changed the complexion of affairs. Fredcgnnde 
died while she was on the eve of reaping the fruits 
of her gallant achievements, and Brunehaut was 
thus freed from her redoubtable enemy. She 
flattered herself that, in her quality of regent and 
guardian to the princes her grandsons, she should 
speedily be mistress of all France. The elder, 
Thierry, was king gf Burgundy; and Tlieodoln-rt, 
the younger, king of Austrasia. She resided at 
the court of the latter, where her conduct became 
by degrees so haughty and despotic, 11s to give 
great offence to the grandees. The better to pre¬ 
serve her own power ami ascendancy, she stu¬ 
diously neglected the education of her royal 
ward, whose morals and principles she took the 
utmost pains to debauch. She promoted a mar¬ 
riage between him and an obscure female, one 
gf.licr attendants, whose low origin did not pre¬ 
vent her from becoming a great favourite with 
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the court. The result was, that the queen 
duVager fell into her own snaro ; the interest of 
the nobles prevailed, and she was exiled by the 
artifices of the female whom she had endeavoured 
to render the instrument of her protracted domi¬ 
nation. She retired to the court of Thierry, who 
gave her a welcome reception. 

The two brothers were at this time engaged in 
carrying on a successful war against the wretched 
sun ol h'redegonde, Clotaire, whom they defeated 
and despoiled of a part of his territories. The 
latter possessed neither the courage nor the re¬ 
sources of his mother ; but he had the good sense 
to command his resentment, and to affect a phi¬ 
losophy bv which he appeared superior to the 
reverses of fortune, bis rivals were thus lulled 
into a security which was eventually fatal to 
them ; and chance supplied, in the case of Clo- 
taire, the defect of murage and enterpri/e. 

At the court of Thierry, brunehaut fixed her 
attention on a young nobleman, Protadc, whose 
unbounded ambition, and ferocity of character, 
were commensurate with her own. This man 
was, by her influence, elevated to the rank of 
mat or, or governor of the palace ; a post which 
began insensibly to acquire such a degree of 
force and dignity, as to be afterwards enabled to 
overturn the legitimate throne, and to establish 
a new one on its ruins. The next endeavour of 
Brunehaut was to excite a war between the two 
monarchs, her grandsons ; fur which purpose she 
persuaded Thierry', that Theudobert was not the 
son of king Chiltlcbert, hut of an obscure gar¬ 
dener, by whom his plare had been supplieiMn 
the affections of his queen. The two sovereigns 
D J took 
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took the field ; buf, on the side of Thierry, the 
dukes and counts insisted on being mediators in 
this unnatural contest, set on foot, to gratify tli* 
ambition of a minister, who acted under the in¬ 
fluence of a haughty female. While the king 
wavered in his purposes, the grandees proceeded 
to open revolt, and seized on the person of Pro- 
tade, who was assassinated in his tent. 

The peace which ensued between the two royal 
brothers was but of a short duration. They again 
took up arms, and again had recourse to con¬ 
ferences for peace. Thendnbert having drawn his 
brother into a snare, and endeavoured to oblige 
him to sign a convention in his favour, the Bur¬ 
gundian grandees, who had, as has been before 
observed, revolted, agreed that justice was on 
the side of the latter, and came forward to his 
aid with all their united forces. In the interim, 
Clotaire, who had engaged to remain neuter, 
waited the issue of the contest, to recover the ter¬ 
ritory of which he had been dispossessed. Tlieo- 
duhert was twice defeated, and at length, made 
prisoner. Having been brought before Thierry, 
lie was stripped of the insignia of royalty, and, 
after two of his suns had been put to death by his 
merciless brother, was sent captive to lJrunehaut. 
This was the harshest sentence which could have 
been pronounced against him ; since, after he had 
been degraded by the loss «f his hair, and con¬ 
demned to the solitary confinement of a mo¬ 
nastery, the apprehension of bis escaping from 
thence was held by Brunehaut to be a sufficient 
motive for the assassination she commanded, lie 
perished in his twenty-seventh year. 

'Clotaire, king of Soissdns, aware that the vic¬ 
tory 
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^nry of Thierry, and the new power he had ac¬ 
quired, were nut calculated to secure to him the 
advantages he bad reaped from his treaty of neu¬ 
trality, hastened to take possession of what had 
been ceded to him. The event proved that he 
had nor mistaken the policy of Thierry, who sent 
heralds to summon him to withdraw his troops. 
On his refusal, the latter, who was so much elated 
with his conquests, as to flatter himself that lie 
should soon he master of the whole of the French 
territory, advanced with a powerful army ; but, 
in passing through Metz, was attacked by a dy¬ 
sentery, which carried him off, in the twenty - 
eighth year of his age. A suspicion was enter¬ 
tained that he was poisoned by llrunehaut, whose 
desire to preserve her own authority had instigated 
her to the commission of this crime. She caused 
the elde-t of bis four sons, Sigebert, to be pro¬ 
claimed king ; and, following the example of 
Fredegonde, whose conduct she wi lled to imitate 
in every respect, prepared to govern the two 
k ngiltmis with a despotic sway. Clotaire, how¬ 
ever, was careful to anticipate her project, the 
execution of which he opposed by a formidable 
army. Bruneliaut contributed to her own de¬ 
feat: her suspicions having fallen on the mayor 
of the palace of Ailslrasia, she ordered him to be 
put to death ; but so little secresy was observed on 
this occasion, that he was duly apprized of the 
plot meditated against his life, and. availing 
himself of his high authority, prevailed on the 
nubility both of Austrasia and Burgundy to aban¬ 
don the cause of Brunehaut, which they did on 
•he approach of the army of Clotaire. The lat- 
• -•> tc? 
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ter oltaincd an easy victory, which was followed; 
in conformity to the savage custom nf the times, 
by the butchery of two of the '•infant soris of 
Thierry; another was sentenced to have his head 
shaved ; and the fourth disappeared, neve’' again 
to present himself on the political scene, Brunc- 
haut was next delivered up to lus vengeance. 
Such had been the multiplicity nf her crimes and 
atrocities, that their punishment was invoked by 
all ranks of the people*. This execrable woman, 
herself a c|ueen, and the daughter, sister, aunt, 
wife, mother, grand-mother, and great-gra'nd- 
inother of kings, was, at the advanced age of 
cightv years, brought before Clotaire, who pre¬ 
sided at the tribunal as her supreme judge. She 
was sentenced to tortures which lasted for three 
days. On the first day she was led through¬ 
out the camp, exposed to the insults of the 
soldiery, with whose exemptions the air was 
filled : on the second, a ferocious and irritated 
multitude inflicted on her ignominious punish¬ 
ments of every description, which she with diffi¬ 
culty survived ; un the third, she was fastened by 
the lode, by a foot, and by an arm, to the tail of 
a wild and unmanageable horse, and was tints 
dragged across the flints, and through the briars, 
until she expired in the midst of the plain, which 
was covered by her blood. Her tomb is still to be 
seen in the abbey of St, Martin-les-Autun, which 
she founded. It was opened in J63and, amid 
the ashes'm.id hones, w as found the row el of a 
spur, in confirmation of the general tradition; 
for it should be observed that, in those days, it 
was customary, when any one was attached to 
/ 4 the, 
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,tfie tail of a horse, to fasten spurs to the feet of 
St> victim, to the end that the animal might be 
rendered more ferocious. 

Thus it was that Clotaire, the second of the 
uame\vho, like his ancestor, Clotaire I. had no 
other inheritance than the insignificant kingdom 
of Soissons, became sovereign ruler of the French 
monarchy. He appointed a mayor of the palace, 
whose office resembled that of a viceroy, to pre¬ 
side over each of the three kingdoms which had 
reverted to him, without entertaining any mis¬ 
trust'd’ the high authority he thus delegated. If 
his reign was not so brilliant as some others, if 
was peaceable, and marked by a wise and benefi¬ 
cent administration. lie instituted a kind of 
ambulatory court of justice, which went from 
place to place, to redress the grievances of 
those, who were oppressed. The sittings of 
these moving parliaments were named plaiita, from 
whence has originated the English law term of 
pleas. As a proof that they administered justice 
with an impartial hand, and without any regard 
to the rank of the accused party, a governor of 
a part of Ilurgundy, convicted of a conspiracy 
against Clotaire, was sentenced to die, and exe¬ 
cuted without any interposition of the royal au¬ 
thority. This example made so powerful an im¬ 
pression, that conspiracies were no longer heard 
of during the reign of Clovis, The celebrated 
orilonnaiices, denominated cupitiilaires, which had 
so lasting an influence on the legislation of 
France, resulted from the deliberations of a coun¬ 
cil established in Paris, partly composed of the 
nobility, and partly of the bishops Awards were 
there given, in civil cases, by a majority of votesrt 

*nd 
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and these questions had a preference over Ihos.*' 
which were purely ecclesiastical. 

What was not to nave been expected front the 
son of Fredegonde, Clotaire, instead of Jexer- 
cistng an arbitrary authoiirv, displaveii murii mo- 
diuniinn in the udmimsimiii.n of public affairs. 
He rtMiiitt.d to the Lombards* a portion of the 
annual tribute tee. laid paid m his predecessors ; 
and ce a'aiol luaftitvsicd a desire to comply with 
the wishes it o.e iieialeioumin; princes. ] Jc in- 
>'(■' Ied with the regal until r:ty his snn, Pagobcrt, 
vhum he taunt, to reside at Mftz, with the title of 
Jsing of Austrasia. As soon as the latter was 
• marriageable, lie cmifidut to him a part of his 
government, to the emu that he might know how 
to viuan at iii-, demise. '1 he young prince having 
iinpcriuc-ly demanded certain parts of the terri- 
toiy of Austrasia, which the lather had thought 
proper to detach from that kingdom, Clotaire 
gnu- a singular example of moderation and pa¬ 
ternal U-ndenie-s. lie submitted the question to 
the arbitration of twelve lords and bishops, who 
reconciled the father ami son, without any blood 
being spilled, lie displayed, on several occasions, 
an intrepid courage, by which he proved that 
heroic qualities art- nut incompatible with n 
mild and turn temper. Bertoaide, duke of Saxony, 
presuming that his love of peace was the result 
of a timid disposition, entered Austrasia, and 
obtained some advantages over the youthful I)a- 
gobert, who narrowly escaped being killed, having 
had Ins helmet clelt by the stroke of a sabre. 
The father hastened to the succour of the sun. 
While the conflicting armies were in view of each 
ether, but separated by a river, Clotaire finding 

himiei: 
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iiimsclf personally insulted by Bcrtoaldc, who vo- 
vHerated the :nu.st insolent menaces, crossed the 
rive;; oil Jiorse^ack, anti sithv liis inn 1 1 onuut ad¬ 
versary. 11 a villi' placed his head on tin* point ot 
a spei r, vvliidi he carried in the guise of a stand¬ 
ard, he routed the, Saxon army. 

lie survived this lieroicul achievement a few 
niontlis only ; but suppressed, before his death, 
the post of mayor of the palace in the kingdom 
of Burgundy, at the instance of his courtiers, 
and probably from a presentiment that this office 
woukj one day set aside the legitimate succession, 
lie died in his forty-tittli \ ear, regretted hv all 
ranks of his people. 1 ie entertained a high re¬ 
spect both for the nobility ami clergy, lie en¬ 
joined Ins subjects to pay tithes to the latter, cm 
penalty of exeomiiHiiiicution ; and had a cor¬ 
poral punishment inflicted on those who neglected 
to uncover themselves in passing any one of the 
clerical order. Provided the l.ivnnui was on 
horseback, hu whs forced to alight and kneel, the 
better to prove Ins submission and respect. So 
great in Ins time were the privileges ot the reli¬ 
gious orders, that the nuns at Poitiers refused 
to acknowledge any supremacy, and, revolting 
openly against the lady abbess, laid siege to the 
monastery, which they carried by the help of 
mercenaries they had taken into their pay. They 
were tried b\ the bishops, who acquitted them, be¬ 
cause it was meant that the thunder of excommu¬ 
nications hmild tali on the head-ul the laityulone. 
Ifogmas were at this period very much in vogue. 
Among the theological subti 1 ties which were dis¬ 
cussed, perhaps the ninst curious one was tha 
ypinion of a bishop, who positively maintainad 
j that 
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that woman did not form a part of the human, 
species, but constituted a separate being. In srfTp- 
port of his system, he assertcJ,, thaj Gutl had 
created man only, and that consequently woman' 
could not be assimilated with him, or supposed 
to partake of the essence of the divinity. The 
question having been debated in a very grave and 
solemn manner, it was found, after a warni dis- 
putation, that, agreeably to the scriptures, GoH 
had created man both male and female. The 
women thus recovered the honour which helongs 
■4u their sex, and were associated with the human 
Tace, of which they at once constitute the tor¬ 
ment and the charm. 

We now proceed to Dagnbert, who having been 
king in the life-time of his father, was not much 
disposed to diCide the royal inheritance with his 
brother Caribert, conformably to the inviolable: 
law of the ancient Trench. As he had a power¬ 
ful army on foot, he deemed it most expedient to 
dictate a new law, by which he settled the duchy 
of Aquetaine on Caribert, who could obtain no 
better conditions. This duchy, of which T'hou- 
louse was the capital, was hereditary in the 
same family, from the year tidS, the date of the 
above event, until the year 1 j03, when Louis 
d'Armagnac, duke of Nemnurs, the last heredi¬ 
tary possessor, died without male issue. 'Ihis was 
a rare and memorable riesccnr. 

The commencement of the reign of Dagobert 
was auspicious ; but he soon gave loose to the 
scandalous excesses to which he was instigated by 
bis passion for women. He divorced his queen 
on pretext of sterility; and consecutively be¬ 
llowed the title on three of his concubines, by 
2 whom 



FRANCE. 


V 

whom he allowed himself to be governed. A* 
iheir avarice and extravagant style of living ex* 
hausted by degrees the revenues of the state, new 
imposts were levied, and every species of extor* 
tiun employed, to distress the subject. Dagobert 
no longer possessed any amiable quality. Hi* 
cupidity kept pace with his libertinism; insomuch 
that, on the death of his brother, the duke of 
Aquitain, he plundered his treasury, and thus 
deprived his nephews of their inheritance. The 
vengeance of heaven speedily overtook him. A 
war, unprecedented in history, threatened the 
total subversion of his power. A merchant, named 
Sainmon, was become so rich, that the Sclavo^ 
nians, a numerous and formidable nation, elected 
him their king. An extreme opulence seldom 
falls to the lot of a mediocrity of talents; and 
accordingly the merchant sovereign united to 
boldness of enterprize, and a persevering indus* 
try, all the qualities of an accomplished leader. 
He was prudent, politic, and brave. Dagobert 
having to complain of the ill treatment which se¬ 
veral French traders had received in Sclavonic, 
sent to him an ambassador, who, notwithstand¬ 
ing he met with a very favourable reception, be¬ 
haved with great haughtiness to Sammon. The 
latter held out a pacific language, and spoke of 
the satisfaction he was desirous to give for the 
alleged outrage, as well as of the friendship and 
good understanding lie wished to maintain with 
the king of France. “ Friendship !” exclaimed the 
brutal envoy. "Can it subsist between the Chris¬ 
tian servants of the true God, and pagan dogs 
suclms you.” “ Well,” replied Simmon, " awe* 
t vol. xxni. a nr* 
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we arc dogs, \vr will make use of our teeth, and 
bite yon with all our might.” 

The defeat of three French armies, wh'<™k-ivere 
marched against the opulent pagan, contributed to 
bestow new lustre on t'ne reign of Summon, who 
was punctual in keeping the promise he had made 
to the ambassador. Dagcbert was obliged to 
exempt from tribute the Saxons, to engage them 
to defend the frontier of the French empire, 
which was, notwithstanding, exposed to the fre¬ 
quent incursions of the Sclavonian troops. The 
better to repel their aggressions, he declared Sige- 
bert, his son, aged three years, king of Austrasia; 
Being persuaded that the great officers of state, 
and all those, who should thus'obtain an establish¬ 
ment at the Australian court, would liecome per¬ 
sonally interested in resisting the enemy, to pre¬ 
serve their charges and prerogatives. On the 
birth of a second son, who was named Clovis, the 
bishops and lords of Neustria and Burgundy con¬ 
voked an assembly, and beseeched the king to re¬ 
gulate, by a solemn act, the partition of his states 
between the two royal infants. They were sen¬ 
sible that an encroachment bad been made on 
their privileges since the tints that Dagobert Imd 
swayed the sceptic without a rival, and were 
therefore desirous that the monarchy should be 
again divided. They had waited until a favourable 
opportunity should present itself to urge their 
request, with which the monarch found it prudent 
to comply. Me was menaced by the Gascons, 
against whom he sent an old and experienced 
general ; but scarcely had they been subdued, 
mF«j the hostile preparations of the Brctono—oc- 
- ' copied 
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Copied his most serious attention. As he did not 
wish to have his enjoyments interrupted by an 
ucti^C'-state /sf warfare, he made cliuice of an 
agiuit better qualified to treat uf peace than the 
ambassador whom he had sent to king Sainmon. 
The latter, it will be recollected, was a merchant 
by profession; but Aloy, the minister of state 
whom Dagobert deputed to the Bretons, was by 
trade a goldsmith, lie negotiated with so much 
prudence and ability, that the Bretons were 
speedily pacidetl. Dagobert did not long survive 
this* event, to contemplate the security of his 
slates, He was carried off by a dysentery, which 
he had brought on by his debauched habits of life, 
at the age of thirty-six years. The celebrated 
vault of St Denis, which became in the sequel 
the cemetury of so many potentates, w as opened 
for the first time to receive his remains. 

With a view to atone for his vices and immo¬ 
ralities, Dagobert was profuse in iiis bounties to 
the monks. To appease heaven, and to sooth the 
been reproaches nl Iiis ou n conscience, he forced 
rill foreigners residing within his dominions to 
submit to the baptismal ceremony, in common 
with his subjects, and conformably to the 
rites and usages of the church of Home. He 
published an edict, by which all the Jews who 
should neglect to undergo this ceremony were to 
be put to death. Notwithstanding all these pre¬ 
cautions, which fanaticism suggested, it would 
appear that great doubts were entertained of his 
salvation. A bishop, to whom he had been ex¬ 
tremely lavish uf lus favours, reported that be 
( ll*fHiad a vision, in which he had certainly seen 
the demons, iu the act of carrying to hell, in a 
£ 2 boat, 
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boat, the soul of Dagohcrt, as thejust punish- 
nient of his incontinence; but added, that, as he ■ 
bad been very liberal to the church, hi b.itfheen 
instantly succoured by St. Denis, St. Morris, and 
St. Martin, who, to the great surprise of tho 
affrighted devils, hud snatched him from their 
clutches, and conveyed him triumphantly to 
heaven. A bas-relief, representing this vision, 
which is emblematical of the character of Dago- 
bert, who was at the same time a libertine and a 
bigot, is still to be seen in the interior of tho 
cathedral church of St. Denis. That chtilch 
( was so great a favourite, that the monarch left, by 
will, thirty thousand pounds weight of lead to 
cover the roof. It received the spoils of all the 
other churches of the kingdom. The portals of 
bronze, which still exist, were brought thither 
from the cathedral of St. Hilary, at Poitiers, a 
distance of a hundred leaguci. 

The infant sons of Dagobert were Sigebert II. 
king of Australia, ami Clovis II. king of Neustria 
Rnd Burgundy. Pepin and Aga, the mayors of 
the palace during their minority, were men of 
great capacity, and of an exemplary probity. On 
the death of the former, he was succeeded by his 
Son Grimoaltle, this important post having, at the 
request of the grandees, become hereditary. It 
thus acquired what constitutes the real force of 
monarchies, a direct succession, by the help of 
which the mayors of the palate were enabled, 
dexterously and by degrees, to possess themselves 
of the royal authority. Such » as the ascendency 
of Grimoalde over Sigebert, that, in default of 
main issue on his side, he prevailed on him fo ap¬ 
point his own son succsssor to the throne. The 

nueen, 
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E|Wrn, liowTcr, to frustrate this intention, bare lo 
Jiigebeil a niuie inlaut, who was mimed Dugobcrt. 
Thc'YW**aa<lii.! not long survive this event. 

On the lU'tith nt Aga, by whom Clovis II. was 
governed, the post of-mayor of the palace was 
bestowed mi Arrluimbaud, whose prudence it ml 
moderation of character, made him lit to enm- 
niaml. lie presented to the king ;i bcautitul 
young girl, whom lie had purchased ot a company 
of English merchants; for it ought to be noticed 
that, in those days, gills of this description were 
marie without cither scruple or hesitation. Clovis 
became so highly enamoured of this female, that 
he. married her, and declared her his queen. 116 
had by her three children, who became in the 
sequel as obscure and insignificant as the la!Iter, 
whose only memorable action was, that, in a time 
of scarcity, he caused to he removed the gold and 
silver plates w hich ornamented the collitis ot Sr. 
Denis ami his companions, ami sold them to pur* 
chase bi rad for the poor. 

The laws ci the sneersEm were now merely 
respected for the sale of the tnruiality, all the 
si til li nri ty being vested in the mayors. A revolu¬ 
tion in the state of public a flairs cuiili! not fail to 
ciruir, Accordingly , Cirimoalhe had the auducitv 
to avail himseli of the liionK.etury adoption of 
his son Chiidc'icrl, whom Im placed on the throne, 
lie was ttlterwanls deposed by the grandees, who 
were displeased til his sudden elevation, and who 
bad more to dread from the ambition ol' the father 
than Iroin the phunl urn of royalty he had dethroned. 
Dagobert 11. who was attain invested with the !>u- 
Jp*Hfte authority; Clutaire 111. who died without 
issue; and Childetic, his brother; passed away 
like the shadows seen through a transparency. In 
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their place, and weaving in reality the same dia¬ 
dem, the mayor Ebrouin figured, professedly 
under a queen regent, who, however.. ,&baa<kmed 
to him all the authority. As he disdained to 
govern conjointly with the grandees, in imitation 
of his predecessors, they took up arms against 
him, and obliged him to retire to a convent. 
He had issued a proclamation bv which he 
placed the crown on r 1 ■ e head of Thierry, who, 
having been in his cradle at the time of the death 
of his father, had had no share in the inheritance. 
Merely because he ban been protected by Hbroitin, 
the grandees ordered that Thierry should be dis¬ 
graced by the loss of his hair and confined in q 
monastery. 

Clotaire, king of Austr..sia, who was called to 
the throne, possessed all the apathy of his prede¬ 
cessors, but had. m tin firs, instance, the penetra¬ 
tion to bestow his riu.ddenrc on an accomplished 
statesman, Lrgcr, bishop of Anton, who had been 
the minister of the queen regent, Ins mother, and 
who was the principal author of the lust revolu¬ 
tion. Ills weak and capricious character induced 
him afterwards to banish this minister, mid tn 
confine him in the very convent in which Ebrouin 
was immured. It followed of necessity that the 
two courtiers in disgrace united all their ellnrts to 
accomplish his ruin, which lie himself took carp 
to hasten. , Being left without the aid either of a 
mayor of the palace, or of a minister, the terrors 
of a weak mind, which knew not how to govern, 
led him to apts of cruelty and oppression, to con r 
tolidate his authority. A nobleman, named Bo- 
lillon, Jiaving one day remonstrated agamsL_a. 
navy impost recently levied on the people, who 
tud htjiore grouped under jlteir burdens, thp 
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monarch ordered his guards to seize on him, and, 
. in his presence, to inflict on him the punishment 
reserved, flu; slaves. Bodillon was scourged with 
rods, but did not litter a single murmur. He waited 
a fit moment of revenge ; anil, having encountered 
the king, who was engaged ina huntingpnrfi m the 
forest of Livry, lie, in concert with scr an! noble¬ 
men who lunl taken up his quarrel, ati a I and 
slew Clnlderic, together with the queen. in; was 
pregnant, and the young prince, UtigoinTi, Ano¬ 
ther loyal infant, who was ill the palace at the 
tir..a, afterwards succeeded to the throi e. 

The state being thus left without a ruler, 
Tliieriy was brought from his convent, amt pro-' 
claimed king. As a bare forehead was the token 
of u slave, ho suffered bis hair to grow ; anil, to 
the end that he might reign in safety, as well as 
to comply with the wishes of the grandees, lie ap¬ 
pointed a mayor of the palace. It happened, 
however, that the bishop of Autun, and the im¬ 
petuous Hbrouin, had quitted their convent at the 
same time. The latter demanded to be rcin T 
stated in his office and dignities, to which, .he 
pretended, he. had as great a right, as that which 
enabled Thierry to wear the diadem. Having 
weakened bis pretensions, ami disgusted the no» 
bility, by the assassination of the individual whose 
post he claimed, he retired to Austrasia, where, 
to render himself formidable to hie adversaries, 
he set up a pseudo Clovis, the pretended son of 
Clotaire III. He still persisted in demanding hii 
place, as an inalienable property ; and, by way 
<d proving that he was without a competitor, 
invested Autun, seized on the unfortunate bishop ( 
and deprived him of his sight. Thierry, intimi¬ 
dated by these proceedings, was constrained to 
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bestow on him the post of mayor of the palare, 
'i'lie iirst act of his aulhonlv was to publish^ in. 
the style of a sovereign prince, a giinerul am¬ 
nesty, from which, however, he excepted the bi¬ 
shop of Antun, whom he accused of the murder 
of Childcric. The latter was tried by iiis brother 
prelates, and sentenced to die. Thu despotism of 
Ebrnuin at length became such, that the nobles, 
to arrest its progress-, declared two of their own 
body dukes of Australia, with the government 
of which kingdom they were invested. They were 
dechirerl rebels by Ebrnuin, who marched against 
them a powerful army. One of them. .Martin 
VI’I lerisiu.1, billing surrendered the city of Laon, 
which wits besieged by Ebn.uin’s troops, was de¬ 
capitated ; but his cousin Pepin d lIn istal, from 
whom the -kings of the second race, afterwards 
claimed their descent, was resolved to fight until 
the last extremity. 

Ebrnuin perished in a singular manner, Hav¬ 
ing sentenced .to a heavy fine the grand master 
of the royal household, who was accused of mal¬ 
versation, the latter mustered a troop of do¬ 
mestics from the kitchen and scullery, who dis¬ 
patched with their knives the haughty mayor 
of the palace, as he was on his way to the 
church. Pepin d’llcristal was now solicited by 
the grandees to pass without delay into the Neus- 
trian territory, and take on him the charge of 
mayor of the palace. This being, however, con¬ 
trary to the wish of Thierry, Pepin took care to 
be accompanied by a powerful army, by which 
the royal forces were defeated. The king thus fell 
into his hands, according to the desire of the-no¬ 
bility, and the promise they had made. 

u cpin, being satisfied with the possession pf 
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(lift rial authority, left the parade of royalty to 
■his .crowned vassal. He placed the kingdom on 
a must respectable footing; and, to the end 
that justice might be duly administers*! in the in¬ 
terior, re-established the convocations of the 
states, into which the clergy was for the first time 
introduced. He brought back to their obedience 
the Frisons and Germans, who, perceiving 
nothing more than the shadow of a monarch)', 
fancied that they could, without difficulty, throw 
off the yoke of the French. Having fallen sick, 
his enemies had the atrocity to assassinate his 
eldest son, whom he had created duke of Bur¬ 
gundy. All those who had any share in thir 
butchery were put to death ; and on the day of 
their execution, he declared his grandson, aged 
six years only, mayor of the palace. He died a 
sh^rt time after this melancholy event, and after 
having reigned, with great reputation, as tha 
substitute of three kings, whose names it is unne¬ 
cessary to cite. 

His widow exercised the functions of mayor, 
as tutoress of her son, and depositary of the first 
place in the kingdom. It thus happened that a 
monarch, replete with health and vigour, found 
himself under the direction of a woman and a 
child. The widow lodged in' prison Charles 
Martel, the son of Fepin by a former marriage ; 
while the faction which had been adverse to hut- 
deceased husband, took up arms, to liberate, as 
they said, the sovereign whom she held CBptive, 
but in reality to elect a mayor of their own 
choice. They expelled both the mother and the 
son, and appointed Rainfroi, one of their own 
party, to a post which was more strongly dis¬ 
puted than the throne. On the death of the king. 
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which happened soon after, the lawful heir, 
Thierry, was excluded from the succession, and 
the sou uf Childcric 11. was taken out of a con¬ 
vent, and proclaimed Chilperic II. 

Charles Martel having escaped from his prison, 
followed the example of his father, by impera¬ 
tively demanding the post of mayor of the pa¬ 
lace, as his inherent right. On this occasion the 
new sovereign, contrary to every expectation, 
displayed a certain .share of courage. He pre¬ 
pared to take the field, and combat, bv the side of 
his mayor; but lie was anticipated by Charles 
Martel, who opened the campaign so successfully, 
that he forced him to submit to his conditions. 
As a compensation to llainfroi, for the loss of his 
place, he was invested with the duchy of Angers. 
With respect to the unfortunate monarch, his 
humiliation affected him so sensibly, that he died 
of grief. 

The ronvents were at the above time, an inex¬ 
haustible source of royalty. From one of these 
solitary abodes Martel drew an infant, named 
Thierry, aged seven years, whom he elevated to 
the. throne of his ancestors, to be enabled to go¬ 
vern in his name. Such was the policy which, 
notwithstanding, saved the state. By thus keep¬ 
ing up the semblance of majesty, he was enabled, 
not only to discunccrt all the factious who were 
jealous of his power, but to stem the torrent of 
a very formidable invasion. The Saracens, who 
had already subjugated the Spanish territory, pe¬ 
netrated into France. They were led by Ab- 
derame, a consummate general, who commanded 
in the name of the Caliph, and whose firs't suc¬ 
cessful attack was on Eudes, duke of Aquitain. 
After this victory, his desperate bands were about 



FRANCE. 


47 

to penetrate into tli l* heart of the kingdom, when 
Charles Marlel, whose vigorous genius alono 
roul'l have rescued the empire from destruction, 
.brought them to a general action between 'Jours 
ami Poitiers, lly (lie dint of constant reinforce¬ 
ments, brought from the interior of Africa, they 
had by this time become so numerous and power¬ 
ful, as to inspire terror in the one half of 
Europe. They fought under the banner of tho 
new fanaticism, the religion of Mahomed, which 
inspired such an enthusiasm as to render the sol¬ 
diery,in a manner invincible: they were led to 
believe that the war had been commanded by the 
Divinity, who had eujoiued tlum to shed the. 
blood of the infidels ; and that heaven was ready 
to receive all those who should fall in battle. It 
is not surprising that such powerful incentives, 
acting on an ignorant and ferocious multitude, 
should in a little time have achieved the conquest 
of Asia and Africa. But for Charles Martel, Eu¬ 
rope might have shared the same fate. In spits 
of the ability of their chief, who 'disputed the 
ground with the utmost bravery, he deleated tha 
Moors, and compelled them to retreat. They 
rallied some time after in the vicinity of Nar- 
bonne ; but were again defeated, and at length 
driven out of the French territory. 

The result of these important and splendid vic¬ 
tories was, that, on the death of Eudes, duke of 
Aquitain, his son and successor, was called upon 
to take the oaths of allegiance, not to his king, 
but to Charles Martel, who thus implicitly as¬ 
sumed the sovereign authority. That be would 
-expressly have done this on the death of Thierry, 
which snccdilv fotLowed. is uot difficult to infer 

iiura 
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Irom his neglecting to appoint a successor. Pope 
Gregoire 111., to the end that he might prevail 
on him to declare war against the emperor Leon, 
whom he taxed with heresy, as well as against the 
Lombards, sent him secret offers to invest hint 
with the regal dignities, for which purpose ha 
was, in the first instance, to be proclaimed consul 
of Rome. Death, however, which carried off, in 
the course of the same year, tiie pope, the em¬ 
peror, and Charles Martel, disconcerted this 
splendid project. 

The latter, when he was sensible of his ap¬ 
proaching dissolution, divided the kingdom among 
‘•his children, whose inheritance it was considered, 
not only by himself, but by the natiun at large. 
He bestowed Austrasia on Carloman; and on 
Pepin, surnamed the short, Neustria and liur- 
gundy, In this state the interregnum continued 
for some time without any murmurs. The two 
brotliars were cordially united, and acted in con¬ 
cert on all particular occasions. Carloman vi¬ 
sited his Austrasian dominion^ to reform a va¬ 
riety of abuses; and, among other innovations, 
introduced the custom of dating the civil and re¬ 
ligious acts from the epoch of the incarnation. 
He governed with great prudence and circum¬ 
spection ; as did likewise his brother Pepin, who 
was, notwithstanding, obliged to resort to a stra¬ 
tagem, to render his authority secure. Having 
perceived a strong spirit of discontent among the 
nobility, he, with great address and presence of 
mind, brought a state jivpptt from behind the 
scene, and placed him on the throne. This mock 
sovereign, in whose name he found it most politic. 
to govern, was Cbildetic, the son of Chilperic II. 

However 
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However the two brothers might be disposed to 
.remain tranquil, in the enjoyment ol' the pos¬ 
sessions which had fallen to them, they had a 
mother-in-law who was resolved to disconcert 
their plans. She was niece to the duke of Ha¬ 
vana, and, at the time of the father’s death, watt 
immured in a convent, from which she contrived 
to effect her escape. She repaired to the court 
of Havana, where she promoted a marriage be¬ 
tween the duke, her uncle, ami the si-tc-r of iha 
young princes, whose consent she was not 9olicituuv 
to obtain. The duke, anticipating the probabl* 
issue of this union, formed a powerful leagua 
to oppose to the brothers, who shortly after ma¬ 
nifested their hostile intentions, and marched 
against him in person. The contending armies 
were separated by a river. The Bavarian troops, 
and their allies, kept on the defensive, to wear/ 
out their enemies, and force them to retreat. 
This would have been, on their side, a complete 
victory. Pepin was quite at a loss what course 
to take, when Carloman fell on a stratagem which 
has since been often tried with success. He had 
the river sounded in several places, and found it 
fordable both above and below the camp. Ha 
now caused fires to be lighted around the tents, as 
if the soldiers had been inactive; and having 
divided the army into two columns, each of them 
crossed the river nt a particular point, in such a 
way as that they were suddenly in presence of the 
enemy, whom thev attacked to the right and 
left. The duke and his allies were defeated; and 
the mother-in-law once more lodged ia a convent, 
where she remained until her dauth. 

rot. xxm. F 
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Carloman find Pepin were successful in all 
their enterprises, ami repc-llcri the attacks nf the 
Saxons, as well as of several other nations of 
Germany. In the enjoyment of an elevated rank, 
which victory ensured to him, Carloiruvn was, 
however, sensible of all the nullity of human 
greatness. His heroical qualities were combi licit 
with an extreme mildness of disposition, which 
caused him to lament the cruel necessity imposed 
on him, in the exercise of the supreme authority, 
of repressing by rigorous measures the licen¬ 
tiousness and audacity of those he governed. Hr, 
accordingly surrendered his duimninns to his bro¬ 
ther Pepin, and retired to the monastery of 
Monte Cassiuo, in Italy, where he spent the re¬ 
mainder of his days in a devout and tranquil re¬ 
tirement. 

Pepin had a brother-in-law, named Griffon, 
whose character was very different from his own. 
After the above event, he lodged him in his pa¬ 
lace, and bestowed on him several marks of his- 
particular favour, in return for which he experi¬ 
enced the basest ingratitude. Griffon at length 
broke mut into open rebellion, and formed a 
lea gue with the duke of Saxony, who received 
him with open arms. The address of Pepin 
obliged him, however, to make overtures fur a 
peace, which he intended to break on the lir-t 
opportunity, as nothing less than the overthrow 
of his benefactor could satisfy his restless and 
turbulent disposition. 

On the death of the duke of Havana, hi- wi¬ 
dow, who, as has been already noticed, had 
escaped from the couvcul with the mother in-law, 

of 
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of Prpin, and who had thus engaged the latter 
-tn a war, invited Grillmi tu her territories. lie 
came: and, to evince the confidence which was 
to be reposed in him, seized on her |)er-nn,nnd on 
that cd her infant sun, causing hini'-eii't»> bt* pro¬ 
claimed duke of Havana. Pepin conducted iuin- 
srlf, on this occasion, with great dignity. as well 
as iiiuit^rulitm. Insteudcl punhhing him a-; a 
rebel by whom a solemn treaty had been in- 
ir.ictetl, and us one who imil unluwlully deprived 
<d their possessions a widow and fathei les.s in¬ 
fant," he exhorted him, by every persuasive, to 
lay aside his usurped authority. To gratify in 
some measure his boundless ambition, he ten¬ 
dered to him twelve comities in the kingdom of 
Ketisfria, which Gritfon accepted with every ap¬ 
parent submission, but still harbouring the most 
implacable hatred against his brolher-in law. 

The insurrections he endeavoured to cscite 
were suppressed without difliculty ; and Pepin, 
to grasp at the regal dignities, had only one ob¬ 
stacle to remove. The unfortunate, Childcric was 
accordingly sent into bani-hment; and ihus termi¬ 
nated the dynasty of the best race of kings. 


CHAP. II. 

Establishment if the Kings if the second race, it 
the extinction if the House of' Charlemagne. 

pF.PIN had every advantage on his side, . . 

when lie ascended the throne, lie d.,‘ 
*as in the tiower of his age, in bis twenty- 1 J ~” 
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seventh year, respected and beloved. Tie had 
ingratiated himself with the dukes and peers of 
tbe kingdom, as well as with the bishops and 
clergy. He was affable and courteous to all the 
ranks of the people ; and united to these amiable 
and conciliatory qualities, an ardent courage, and 
a most consummate prudence. Is it therefore 
surprising that Childeric should have been de¬ 
posed, without a dissentient voice in the national 
assembly which was convened to deliberate on 
public affairs i 

To attain this high elevation, Pepin was, how¬ 
ever, obliged to resort to policy, in aid of his 
courage. He had kept up a constant intercourse 
w ith the popes, and had contributed to aggrandize 
the ecclesiastical authority. He was thus en¬ 
abled to explain himself on a very delicate point. 
Having sounded the sentiments of the sovereign 
pontiff, he beseeched him, as if he had a pang 
of conscience which he alone could allay, to re¬ 
solve the following question: whether it was 
better to delegate the royal authority to a being 
absolutely incapable of reigning, and who, never¬ 
theless, had the name of king, than to transfer it 
to an individual who was very capable of reign¬ 
ing, but who wanted the name ? The pope decided 
in favour of the most worthy. 

When on the throne, Pepin was not less active 
than while he was concerting the measures which 
led to his elevation. The Saxons having again 
revolted, he reduced them to obedience, and 
obliged them to adhere to the established treaties. 
The Saracens, who still occupied the southern 
provinces, having threatened a new irruption into 
his states, lie forced them to retrograde, and 
thus extended the limits of his own dominions. 
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Tlie papal territory was next invaded by ihc 
J-smbard'. Up marched into Italy ; and their 
dffr.it mn so highly gratifying to thn pi pa. that 
his holiness i-vr.l a peremptory matulnte to the 
French, never to ehlise n sovereign out of the 
race ot P. pin. 

Rnme having hern ::Iterwarils laid siegr tn by the 
Loir.btinia. who were not luitgin breaking the treaty 
wall’ll been dictated 1)v force, the iitlrielitrd 
pope dispatched it mesreUgrr to Pq in, with a let¬ 
ter from St. Peter, ili.ted in heaven. In this letter 
ho w as called on, in the name of the angels and 
saints in paradi-r, to defend the liidv fee, which 
was in da tgrr. In case of obedience, vftturv and 
eternal lire were to be secured to him ; but, in 
the even: of a refusal, he. was threatened with af¬ 
fliction m this world, and torments in the next. 
The spirit of the ape is nicely depicted in this 
letter, cm the rereipt of which, l’epin, who waS 
anxious to present.’ the patrimony of St. Peter 
for bis successor, again passed into Italy, and 
Compilled the Lombard' to subscribe to the must 
1)uiniiicsti.ip L'ondit.iiiiis. lie then laid on the tomb 
of St. Peter, in the giu-e of a. donation, the kevs 
of till the cities restored to ihe pope, as a polite 
reply tii the litter with which lie bail been ho- 
nonred b\ the holy aposlie. 

'I he death of hi s brotlier-in-taw, G riflon, deli¬ 
vered him from a turbulent spirit by whom Ins 
designs might have been thwarted; insomuch that 
the sequel of bis reign was equally glorious with 
the commencement. llisprinligiuus aciii tty led him 
from.one extremity of the kingdom to the other. 
In regulating the internal affaiis of the nation, he 
was as anxious to prevent abuses, as -he was in- 
F 3 tie.xibl* 
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flexible in punishing those who were guilty of 
them, lie was particularly attentive to the con¬ 
vocation of the plaids fplcas), by which hi? sub¬ 
jects were secured in their immunities anil pri¬ 
vileges. In carrying the war into Aquitain, he 
was as successful as on every other similar occa¬ 
sion ; and recovered that line province, which 
had been detached from the crown of France. 
He died at the age of fifty-four years, of a dropsy 
of the chest. During his illness, he had himself 
conveyed to Tours, to the tomb of St. Martin, 
whose aid he implored, but without efficacy. The 
reputation of the saint was thus diminished in 
tile view of tho people. 

The death of Pepin was regarded as a public 
calamity. All the orders of the state were pie- 
sent at his obsequies, and were loud in the ex¬ 
pression of their grief. France had never as yet 
been governed by a prince who was gifted with 
an equal share of prurience, wisdom, and acti¬ 
vity. He possessed so essentially the qualities of 
a monarch, that, in his life time, no one was ever 
heard to call him an usurper. He was short in 
gtaturc, his height not having exceeded four feet, 
four inches, English measure; but this defect 
was compensated by an uncommon strength and 
vigour of body. Having been informed that se¬ 
veral of his courtiers had secretly ridiculed his 
diminutive size, he invited them un the following 
day to be present at the spectacle of a battle be¬ 
tween a lion and a bull. The sovereign was on a 
praffold, surrounded by the whole of bis court. 
The two combatants haring been let loose, tha 
lion leaped furiously on his adversary, whom bo 
■pverthrew. “is there any one among you," ex¬ 
claimed 
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claimed the king, “ who has sufficient resolution 
•topblige the lion to let go his hold 1" A dead silence 
prevailed. “ The task, then, shall be mine," said 
Pepin, elevating His voice ; and, leaping into the 
amphitheatre with his drawn sword, he made 
up to the lion, cut off his head with a blow, 
and returned tranquilly to his seat. In passing 
through the croud of wondering spectators, He 
was heard to say : “ David was small, but he slew 
Goliath, who was a giant.” Such traits of 
strength and prowess, observes a celebrated 
Fretsch writer, are not to be met with in our de¬ 
generate days. 

Another curious anecdote, which belongs to 
the reign of Pepin, is recorded in history. Con- 
stantinus Copronymus, the emperor of Constanti¬ 
nople, presented an organ, the first tiiat hud been 
seen in France, to that monarch, who bestowed 
it on the church of St. Cornelius at Comprigne. 
On its being touched for the first time, a woman, 
who was present, was so surprised and charmed 
with the tones which it emitted, that she fell into 
a fit from which she could not be recovered. So 
extraordinary a death, which displays the pro¬ 
found sensibility of the soul, is not undeserving 
of the observation of the philosophical reader. 

Charles and Cartmnan were the. successors of 
their father, whose dominions they shared. This 
partition threatened to be productive of mischiefs 
similar to those which had marked the progress 
of the first race of kings ; but the death of 
Carloman speedily occurred, to ensure the public 
tranquillity. This prince was dark, insidious, and 
mistrustful in his disposition; but the character of 
Charles was altogether different. Frank, gene¬ 
rous, 
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rous and displaying a noble audacity, nature bad 
endowed him with all the gifts which could epa-■ 
cilial* the affections 01 his subjects, by whom he 
was equally respected and beloved. Unlike h'O 
father, he was tali in stature, llis air was at 
once courteous and dignified ; Lis hotly robust 
and finely formed ; his eye keen and penetrating ; 
and bis countenance open and prepossessing, llo 
ail,bounced, in short, the warrior, the conqueror, 
and the politician. 

Having become, at the age of twenty-five years, 
by the death of his brother, the sole master of 
the French monarchy, the impulsion of his tow¬ 
ering genius was freed front every shackle. To in¬ 
fuse a military spirit into the nation, he re-estab¬ 
lished the ancient assemblies of the field of Mars; 
and, bestowing on them the title of parliaments, 
delegated to them a portion of his authority, by 
constituting them the members of the legislation. 
The generals, nobles, and dignified clergy, were 
thus invested with powers which rendered the 
government aristo-monarchical. In resorting to 
this measure of state policy, he laboured under 
no upprchcreki.o as to bis own security, seeing 
that tic was sure of governing every where, by 
the force of his genius, and the greatness of his 
character, llis r Milted qualities eventually ac¬ 
quired him tile title ut (dial lemagoe (Carolus 
Magnus) by which we shall in future distinguish 
him. 

Much of the national parliaments, whose inte¬ 
rests were inseparable front those of tin* people, 
resembled a Roman senate. The French, proud 
of possessing a part of the legislative authority, 
acted with iirnmess, and with an elevation of 

character, 
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character, which inspired, in all the ranks, an 
ardent glow of courage. They displayed, in the 
territory of the ancient Gauls, for the first time, 
a true and energetic love of their country. I'ol- 
Tt^ving the footsteps of their sovereign, who led 
thchi on to victory, they bore, without murmur¬ 
ing, the toils and perils of long and obstinate 
wars, which, under any' other leader, would have 
wearied out their patience. Thus it was that 
Charlemagne was enabled, in the event, to give 
more than a double extension to his empire. The 
whole of Gaul, Italy, the vast territory which 
extends from the Rhine to the Vistula, and to the 
Baltic, together with a great part of Spain, fell 
under his powerful domination. 

Charlemagne divorced his consort, to form an 
alliance with Didicr, king of the Lombards, whose 
daughter he married. The father having, how¬ 
ever, very indiscreetly afforded ton open a protec¬ 
tion to the widow and children of Carloman, with 
a view to the possession of a part of the domi¬ 
nions which had belonged to the defunct mo¬ 
narch, a new divorce ensued. Enraged at this hu¬ 
miliation, Didiermade overtures tol’opeAririan I., 
whom he tried to bring over to his projects. 
Having failed in the attempt, be attacked the pa¬ 
pal territory, and endeavoured to seize, on the 
person of the pope, who solicited Charlemagne to 
hasten to his succour. The latter crossed (he 
mountains, entered Italy, and having dethroned 
his adversary, of whose sovereignty he took pos¬ 
session, was declared by the pope king of Italy, 
and patrician of Rome. The latter dignity ap¬ 
proached very nearly to that of emperor. 

lie entertained a most implacable hatred 

against 
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against the Saxons, whom he persecuted for thirty 
years, with a cruelty which mailr him depart »U- 
together from liLs wonted r ha racier of generosity 
ami elevation of mind, It appears that he could 
not pardon them, because they possessed a Cuur.-ge 
equal to his nu n, by which they weir rendered 
impatient of a foreign juke, such ay the one he 
wished to impost! on them. Apprehending that 
Christianity would be an infallible mean to subdue 
their bold and impetuous character, he had no 
sooner brought them under some degree of sub¬ 
jection, than he sent among them zealous .mis¬ 
sionaries, and employed every possible expedient 
to engage them to consent to (lie ceremony of 
baptism. As persuasives had but little effect, it 
was at lengtlT deemed necessary to resort to acts 
of cruelty. Four thousand of them, who refused 
to submit, were, butchered, in one day, uit the 
bunks of a small river which discharges itself 
iijto the Oder. This act, and others of a similar 
atrocity, instigated the Saxons again to lake up 
arms. They were finally subjugated, and dis¬ 
persed in different parts of the stales of their vin¬ 
dictive ami merciless oppressor. It is to be la¬ 
mented that so foul n blot should have been cast 
on the reputation of a sovereign, whose conduct 
was exemplary on every occasion in which the 
wretched Saxons were not concerned, lie pacified 
several of the Italian states; appeased the quar¬ 
rels of the little potentates, who were prepared to 
assail each other; prevented, whenever an op¬ 
portunity offered itself, the effusion of blood ; 
concluded several glorious and useful treaties; 
and, linally, established the tranquillity of'his vast 
domains. 


1I« 
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lie subdued the Saracens, thosr eternal enemies 
fef*cliristiainty, who, having mice found their way 
into Europe, made incursions from time to time, 
■tuu! kept the nations in a constant state of terror. 
J-le^onrjiuTcd Austria and Hungary, united the 
iltKl^uf Ini'aria to the crow n of France, and 
raptuicd the islands of .Majorca and Minorca. 
Eut what was still more important and useful to 
France, was the burner lie opposed to the fury of 
the Northern hands, whose descents on the coasts 
were constantly marked by extraordinary ravages 
and-bi-asters. 

He possessed ton much penetration not to fore¬ 
see, that tine mo th would in a little time pour 
forth new iegiuns ut the tierce banditti who laid 
already laid waste the greater part of Europe. 
To guard against their migrations, he gave orders 
for the construction of vessels, or rather of Imats 
with an extraordinary length of keel, vyhich, be¬ 
ing constantly manned and armed, were stationed 
at the entrances of the rivers. The coasts were 
everywhere guarded by these hunts, which were 
calculated for attack as well as for defence, and 
the line ot which extended from the mouth of the 
Tiber to the extremity of Germany. Europe 
was thus protected by the vigilance of Charle¬ 
magne, w hose principal aim was to throw up a 
mound against an impetuous torrent, the course 
of w hich might, without the utmost prudence atul 
vigilance, sweep every tiling bclnre it. Enter¬ 
taining, as lie tiid, a presentiment ot future dis¬ 
asters, he frequently recommended to hits sons not 
to needed this bulwark; but when their deplora¬ 
ble on i.-ions had broken down the uiku he had 
been at so much pains to establish, the provinces 

became 
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became a prey to the most desolating incursions ; 
the ravages were general; ami the rivers of l'rancs 
were swollen with blood. 

Charlemagne, who was constantly in action, 
instead of confiding in the raports of others, t y . F as 
enabled to see that his orders were punctually 
executed. The condition of his subjects was con¬ 
stantly in his view. In one place he ordered the 
repairs of a highway; in another, the construc¬ 
tion of a bridge, or the means the best calculated 
to render a river navigable; and in another, avain, 
he afforded the necessary aid to agriculture and 
commerce. It was not possible to deceive a sove¬ 
reign who thus heard and saw for himself. Each 
of the provinces partook, in its turn, of his bene¬ 
fits; and the print of his majestic footsteps gava 
life and vigour to every part of the kingdom. He 
was a great enemy to luxury, and never made any 
display which might be said to bolder on royal 
magnificence, unless when he held his general 
assemoiies at Aix-la-Cluipelle. On all other 
occasions his dress, table, and attendants re¬ 
sembled those of a private individual. When ho 
saw any of his courtiers sumptuously clad in silks 
and costly furs, he was sure to invite them to a 
hunting party, in the course of which he led them 
into the wilds and forests. On their return he 
wuuld not allow them to change their dress, w liieh 
the thorns had lacerated. 11 Observe,” said he, 
“ the condition in which you are, w hile my sheep- 
" skin cloak, which 1 turn to either side, accurd- 
“ ing to the state of the weather, is as sound as 
11 it was yesterday. Leave silks and finery, to wu- 
“ men. The dress of a man is for use, and not 
“ for-shaw." 
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In the pursuit of his military career, Charle* 
v . 2 ;agiie had to encounter but one reverse, which 
occurred after he had conquered all the territory 
situated between the Pyrenees and the Eber. 
JiHj-ccrossing the mountains, his rear guard was 
attain'd by the Gascons, who made a dreadful 
slaughter of his troops in the valley of Ronce* 
vaux. On this occasion his nephew, the cele¬ 
brated Roland, lost his life; and this disastrous 
event laid the foundation of the poem of Ariosto, 
entitled “ Orlando J'urioso.” While at Ratisbon, 
he had afterwards to encounter one of the greatest 
misfortunes which can befal humanity. He was 
awakened in the night by a priest, who came to 
announce to him a conspiracy, at the head of 
which was his eldest son. Thr conspirators had 
assembled in a church, to deliberate on a plan for 
the assassination of their sovereign, while tha 
priest in question was in a remote corner at hi* 
prayers. They were convicted and put to death, 
with the exception of the unnatural monster of a 
son, who was imprisoned in a monastery. 

Charlemagne was accustomed to pass annually 
from the Pyrenees into Germany, and thenw to 
Italy. In approaching Rome on one of these jour* 
mes, pope Leo 111. who hail been newly elected, 
but who was not /irmly seated in the pontifical 
chair, dispatched a messenger to meet him, with 
the keys of the confession of St. Peter, and the 
standard of the city of Rome. From this union 
of religious and military attributes, it was evident 
that tiie Roman patrician, Charlemagne, was on 
the eve of becoming emperor. Accordingly, 
on Christmas-day, which was then the day of 
vol. xjcin. o tilt 
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^ p the new year, being present at the service 
BOO u * mas5 ’ ilnt ^ un ^' s knees before tlffe 
altar, the pope came suddenly behind him, 
and placed on his head the crown of the Catsar . 
Instantly the roof of the temple was made trjrre- 
echo with the exclamations of Long live nark- 
tnagne, crv-cncd lit/ the hand of Godf Victory to 
the pacific emperor of the llomarts ! He was now 
seated on a throne, which bad been prepared for 
the occasion, anti, the patrician’s cloak having 
been taken off, was clad in the imperial habit. 
The pope prostrated himself before him three 
times. Jiy this coronation, an august title, which 
bail lain dormant fur several centuries, was re¬ 
vived. It did not, however, restore to Rome, 
once, the capital of the world, its ancient splen¬ 
dour. 

Nicephoros, the. emperor of the East, was 
compelled to acknowledge Charlemagne in bis new 
rptality of emperor of the West. So great was 
his renown, that the caliph Anron R^schiid, sove¬ 
reign of Persia, sent him several presents, as 
tokens of his esteem and admiration. Among 
these presents was a clock which struck the hours, 
the first that had been seen in France. An am¬ 
bassador having been sent, in return, by Charle¬ 
magne to the king of Persia, the latter ceded to 
him the properly of the portion of the Iloly 
Land in which tire tomb ol Christ is contained. 
This circumstance contributed not a little to im¬ 
pel ihe Christian nations to the celebrated cru¬ 
sades, of which we shall hereafter have occasion 
to speak. 

Notwithstanding a vigorous Rnd robust tem¬ 
perament. Charlemagne now began to feel a sen- 

tibia 
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tible decay, which was not so much the effect of 
.an advanced period of life, as of the unremitting 
fatigues attendant on his jimmies, and on the 
military operations which he headed in person. 

Jaccordingly drew up an act, regulating the 
par,-,’.ion of his dominions between his three sons; 
and t latest ament he placed under the safeguard 
of the French nubility, and the special protection 
of the church of Rome. This precaution was, 
however, unnecessary, as lie had shurtly after the 
misfortune to lose two of his sons, lie delegated 
to (Jie survivor, Louis, ultenvards 'surnantrd the 
Vclwnairc, a portion of the imperial dignities, to 
the end that the nation might preserve the advan¬ 
tages it had derived from his conquests, over 
which ins infirmities prevented him from keeping, 
as heretofore, a jealous and watchful rye. lie 
at the same time caused his grandson, Bernard, 
the natural son of Pepin, to be proclaimed king 
of Italy. He died at the advanced age of 
seventy-one years, and was buried in the church 
of Aix-lu-C'hupelle, his favourite residence. 

Charlemagne founded several seminaries of 
learning, suppressed mendicity, and established a 
fixed and invariable price for corn. The meanest 
ol hi 3 subjects were thus enabled to provide against 
their wants, and all numnurings, on this head, 
were banished. He formed the vast project of a 
canal, which was intended tn unite the Danube 
w ith the Rhine, anil thus to establish a communi¬ 
cation between the ocean and the Euxine sea. So 
great was the. glory of his name, and such tho 
extent uf his conquests, that il appeared as if his 
posterity had merely to collect at leisure the fruit of 
this sujierb inheritance, and to maintain themselves, 
c 1 by 
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by their inherent force, in the elevated position in 
grbich they were placed. It was soon discovered; 
however, that there was no longer a Charlemagne 
on the throne ; and that the destiny of empires too 
often depends on a single individual. 

Louis, his successor, did not possess anjr-of the 
heroical qualities of his illustrious father. On 
his accession to the empire he was aged thirty- 
six years, and had three sons, Luthairc, repin, 
and Louis. He appointed the eldest to succeed 
to the imperial dignities, and, at the same time, 
created Pepin king of Aquitain, and Louis king of 
Bavaria. He was the more eager to do this, be¬ 
cause he entertained well-founded apprehensions, 
that the turbulent spirit of the grandees would, 
after his death, throw obstacles in the way of the 
legitimate succession. 

The first disaster of his reign was the open hos¬ 
tility of Bernard, who governed in Itaiy, con¬ 
formably to the will of Charlemagne, but who, 
not being satisfied with his inheritance, formed 
the daring project of dethroning his uncle. Ho 
had been instigated to this by the French nobi¬ 
lity, by whom Louis was represented as too im¬ 
potent to wield the imperial sceptre. Bernard 
accordingly assembled an army, and seized on 
the passage, of the Alps. On this occasion Louis 
acted with more firmness and vigour than was to 
have been expected. He marched in person to 
quell the rebellion. The eclat of the imperial 
arms, on which Charlemagne had stamped so 
high a character, terrified the party ot Bernard, 
by whom the important post of the Alps was pre¬ 
cipitately abandoned. The Italian army was dis¬ 
persed, and the authors of the revolt were the 

most 
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most forward to abandon the young prince, who 
was made prisoner., with the whole of his at¬ 
tendants. 1 !is accomplices, who were discovered 
to be the principal ministers and counsellors of 
Louis, were ]/it to death, with the exception of 
the bishops, whose sacred character was respect¬ 
ed. \fTrte respect to Bernard himself, who bnd 
been led away by the artful insinuations of the 
French courtiers, ami by the impetuosity of his 
youth, for he was tmlv nineteen years of iijp, his 
merciless undo ordered his eyes to he pul out. 
To<his cruel operation In- fell a victim three days 
after. The kingdom of Italy was tlius united 
once more to the Imperial uominions. 

Louis, the cruelly of whose nature was equal 
to the imbecility of his character, lelt, nolwilh- 
standing, a decree of conscientious remorse for 
the death of his nephew , for which he endeavour¬ 
ed to atone by a public penitence. This did not 
prevent him, however, bom keeping in captivity 
the brothers ol his victim, although their innn- 
cence was man:lest, 'i'l.e consequence of this ill- 
timed severity was, that he made enemies of all 
those who had hitherto afforded him their sup¬ 
port, Hevolis broke out in several parts of his 
dominions; and. in the perplexity which ensurd, 
he was Si) blind as to call into the administration 
two of the bishops w ho had had a principal sliara 
in the conspiracy of Bernard. In the nn an tune, 
the coasts of the ocean w ere ravaged by the N or it¬ 
em bun Is; the Italian isles were exposed to the 
incursions of the Saracens, who carried fire and 
devastation to the gates of Hume ; the Bretons, 
actuated by the independence by which they have 
been always distinguished, broke out into open 
c 3 revolt; 
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revolt; the subjugated territory of Frioul threw 
off its galling yoke; anil, at tile foot of the Pyre¬ 
nees, the Gascons put themselves at the head of 
p. daring leader, to assert their inj) 1 reel rights. 

The popes, despising his authority, took con¬ 
secutively possession of the ponti’S.cal •dirone, 
without calling on him to confirm their elections. 
His first queen held him in captive chains, be¬ 
trayed him, and forced him to divest himself of 
the best part of his possessions, which he surren¬ 
dered to three ungrateful sons, whom she had 
taught to despise their father and sovereign. 'On 
her ljpath, he took another queen, Judith of Ba¬ 
varia, who was not content with dishonouring his 
bed, but, Selling all decency at defiance, forced 
him to bestow the post of prime minister on the 
adulterer. The issue of this marriage was a son, 
named Charles, and afterwards surnamed the 
bald, whose birth was accompanied bv all the 
scourges which can afflict the human race, and 
which seemed to presage that he himself would 
be one day the scourge of his country. As he 
came into the world after the partition had been 
made to the sons of the first bed, the empire was 
once more disinomliered, as soon as lie had at¬ 
tained the age of ten years, to provide hjm at) 
inheritance ; and the possessions of his brothel's- 
in-law were broken in upon. The latter threw off 
ever*degree of filial respect. They accused their 
fatbS+jf having tacitly assented to the adultery 
of.Ms queen, by the appointment of the count of 
Harcdona, the presumed adulterer, to the oflico 
of high chamberlain, which gave him a constant 
access to her person. Having, by this calumny, 
which was industriously circulated, weakened 
2 the 
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the authority of the father, they took up arms 
against him, and proceeded to open acts of vio¬ 
lence. The pope, who was called on as a medi¬ 
ator in this uniyiturnl struggle, betrayed the cre¬ 
dulous Louis iif.to the hands of his children, his 
most ir^alignjj/t persecutors. The empress, Ju¬ 
dith, whoseTnarriage was declared null, had her 
head shaved, and was condemned to tho cloisters. 
The sentence pronounced against her infant son, 
Charles, was, that he should be confined in the 
forest of Ardennes. 

The eldest of the rebel sons, Lothaire, had his 
father led captive to Compiegne, whence he was 
conveyed to .Snissons, to be tried by thirty pre¬ 
lates, This ceremony took place in the cathedral 
ehurcli of Notre Dame, in that city. The arch¬ 
bishop of Heims put into his hands a list of his 
delinquencies, which he was obliged to confess 
aluud, thus accusing himself of sacrilege, homi¬ 
cide, perjury, and other crimes. He was not 
only condemned; but the bishops asserted that, 
as he had violated the original partition of his 
territories, he was himself the author of the ca¬ 
lamities to which his subjects had been exposed. 
It was difficult for him to reply to this accusa¬ 
tion, seeing that his weakness and indecision were 
the real causes of the civil wars which bad en¬ 
sued ; and he therefore submitted to a public pe¬ 
nitence. A hail-cloth having been spread before 
the altar, his belt and sword were taken off, to¬ 
gether with the military insignia which he wore 
it the moment. While he lay prostrate on the 
enrtli, he was clad in a shirt of sackcloth, and in 
(be black gown of a penitent, which, being once 
put on, he was to wear for life, lift'was after¬ 
wards 
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wards led to a small cell, or prison, built agRilist 
tlit? wall of a church, but so narrow and low, 
that it rather resembled a tomb, than the abode 
of a living being, lie was there fed on barley 
bread and water, receiving thc^ light nml air 
through-a small aperture, by whii!^ he was en¬ 
abled to hear the mass, and receiv’d -the sacra¬ 
ments, theonlv consolation# allowed to hun. 

A sudden and unexpected revolution was, how¬ 
ever, slid tly brought about in his favour. The 
grandees ami military olliccrs of distinction, who 
had, in the first instance, been most indignant 
at hi, ri rulurt, solicited Lothaire to release him 
fromid' ranlivilv. The bl others of the latter, 
Pepin, ami Louis, joined in this request, but inef¬ 
fectually. Loiliaire still insisting that the sen¬ 
tence was not Ins, hut that of the national diet. 
The result v,as, tii.tt tiie troops, on nu ll side, took 
the. iiehl. Vi liiie the arums were drawn up in 
battle array, la deride this great iptarrel, word 
was brought that ihe empemr requested to leave 
his prison for an instant. Permission having been 
granted to that Cubi t, he was led by his guards 
into the midst of the hostile ranks, whom he L«- 
sioehrd, in the name of the Divinity, of nature, 
and of the couut’v, to spare the blood they were 
preparing to spill on his account. Provided they 
vino i soil iire;e: vo tree peace, he added that lie 
would consent to remain in captivity until the 
termination of his wretched existence, Lothaire 
was indexible; hut his two brothers, by result¬ 
ing to a stratagem, contrived to hem hun in, so as 
to compel him to retreat with Ins troops. * 

The emperor hav ing been thus liberatedby two 
of his ions, vvuj had in the first instance con- 
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•fired against him, in concert with their unfeeling 
and implacable brother, the diadem and military 
insignia were restored to him in the church of 
St. Denis, in which all the nobility of Franca 
were assembleiTin full ceremony, as if a new co¬ 
ronation had l/ean about to take place. Lothaire, 
finding hi.-.v.dff deserted by all his partizans, and 
unable to withstand the formidable forces 
which were preparing to invade his territory, was 
compelled, in his turn, to prostrate himself be¬ 
fore his father, who was seated on a throne in 
the rentre of the Imperial encampment. He was 
pardoned, on condition that he should instantly 
quit France, never to return from his Italian do¬ 
minions without an express permission. To this 
engagement he was bound by oath; and, as a 
further security, the, passages into Italy were 
guarded by strung garrisons. 

The empress Judith, who had been liberated 
from the, convent, took occasion to plead in fa¬ 
vour of her son Charles, to whose partition the 
weak monarch, her husband, added the kingdom 
of Ncustria. This imprudent step soon came to 
the knowledge ®f the three brothers, who again 
united in a formidable league against their father. 
Their interests were nmv become common and 
inseparable ; but when they were on the eve of 
recommencing the war, Pepin died. Another in¬ 
discretion followed: the inheritance of the de¬ 
ceased was, at the instigation of Judith, like¬ 
wise bestowed on Charles. 

Louis, king of Bavaria, the third son by the 
former marriage, having taken up arms to invade 
France,’ on pretext that by this new award his in¬ 
terests 
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tfvests were peculiarly affected ; and the grandc-ei 
of Aquitain, the sovereignty his deceased brother 
had possessed, having declared in his favour ; the 
wretched emperor his f, tlier. now aged and in¬ 
firm, was compelled to lake the ihdd against him. 
lie soini fell sick Iroui ldtigueland with tlj.is 
illness superstition blended its tverttes .^te hasten 
his dissolution, Two comets, and a considerable 
eclipse ol the sun, w ere seen at the same time. 
Entertaining a firm persuasion that the planets, 
in their ivlr-tnil revolutions, pointed out the fate 
of the princes of the earth, he saw his (Jcath 
written in lire firmament, lie therefore refused 
to take any nourishment, and died of inanition. 
When lie found his end approaching, lie set aside, 
for Lutliaii e, a sword and a golden sceptre, the 
emblems of the empire which he left to him, nr, 
condition, however, that lie should abide by the 
partition in favour of prince Charles. As he did 
not make any mention of his son Louis of Ha¬ 
vana, it was intimated to him, that, as a Chris¬ 
tian, lie ought not to depart this life, without be- 
stowing on linn his pardon. The dying monarch 
slum!; his hoary locks, and, pointing to them with 
emotion, replied: “J pardon him ; but you may 
tell him, that it is he who has brought down my 
grn/ hairs vith sorrow to the glare." 

Three rival brothers, each of them at the head 
of an army , prepared to dispute the inheritance 
of their fill her, before he was entombed : such 
was the funeral j ump of Louis, whose obsequies 
were doomed to be sprinkled with blood. His 
sons had tormented him in his life time : they 
bitd dismembered, in his view, the vast empire of 

Charle- 
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Charlemagne. They were now about to inflict a 
punishment on themselves,and to gather the disas¬ 
trous truils of their discor- and cupidity. 

Lothaire, being continued in the titie of em¬ 
peror, aimed utf the possession ot the whole of his 
father's territ'--nes, and endeavoured to deprive of 
their inheritance his brothers Louis ami Charles, 
who assembled all their forces to vindicate their 
rights. This great family quarrel was derided on 
the plains of Funtenai. The contlirt was ter¬ 
rible, and the ground disputed with nn ob- 
siinaty of which few examples are to lie found 
in the sanguinary records of war. Historians 
agree in stating, that a hundred thousand men 
fell on this occasion. Lothaire was defeated, and 
obliged to betake hi nisei 1 to flight. lie had instantly 
recourse to the Sa.xcns, who hud been so cruelly 
persecuted by Charlemagne, and tendered to them 
liis permission to return to pagan i-m, provided 
they would aid him in spilling the blood of liis 
brothers, for which lie so ardently thirsted. They 
gladly abjured Christianity, embraced their idols 
with a new enthusiasm, and Hocked in prodigious 
numbers to the standard of Lothaire, who was, 
however, forced, in spite of this scandalous re¬ 
course, to consent to the partition, 'llie grandees, 
wearied out by these discords between the bro¬ 
thers, interposed, bound their hands, enquired 
into their respective claims, and forced them, in 
spite i,f themselves, to come to tvnns of accom¬ 
modation. Lothaire, who prescind the title of 
emperor, had assigned to him. Italv, Rome, 
Provence, and the fertile territories situated be¬ 
tween the Rhone, the Rhine, liie Maese, and the 

Schelde 
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Scheldt. Louis, who acquired the surname of 
Germanicus, had the whole of Germany; and 
France, comprehending Aquitain and Neustria, 
fell to the lot of Charles, the son of the empress 
Judith. The fine umpire of the west, founded 
by Charlemagne, was lost to the house of France. 
Instead of remaining hereditary, it became elec¬ 
tive, as soon as it had passed into the hands of 
the Germans. 

During the fatal quarrels between the three 
brothers, the Saracens hud invaded the duchy of 
Benevento, of the greater part of which they 
possessed themselves. Charles laboured under still 
greater embarrassments. The northern brigands 
made a descent at the entrance of the Garonne, 
and laid waste the country to Thoulouse. Ano¬ 
ther flotilla of these desperate adventurers en¬ 
tered the Seine, and sailed up to Rouen. Having 
obtained possession of that place, they advanced 
to Paris, which they pillaged. In the mean time, 
Charles was entrenched at St. Denis, with a small 
body of troops ; and held a council of bishops, 
who were consulted on the mode of prosecuting 
the war. The nobility had been cut oft in such 
numbers by the intestine divisions, that scarcely 
any of them were left to defend the country against 
foreign invasion, or to assist by their counsels. 
Charles was reduced to the necessity of bestowing 
■even thousand pounds weight of silver on the 
devastators of his country, to induce them to re¬ 
tire with the plunder they hud collected. A ge¬ 
neral diet was next huldon, and a law enacted, 
that the nobility should not be constrained to fol¬ 
low the king to the war, in the case of any intes¬ 
tine 
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tine quarrel, or klle pretext of aggrandizement, 
but should merely be called out when the country 
was threatened with invasion. 

As, instead of righting them, Charles bad in a 
manner subsidized the brigands of the north, their 
incursions became still more frequent. One art 
■ of dastardly submission seldom fails to draw ano¬ 
ther in its train ; and accordingly he had the 
meanness to regulate the quota of the contribu¬ 
tions which each city was to pay them, lie had 
wanted the spirit which was requisite to repel the 
first attack ; he was surrounded on all sides hy 
enemies; and his only talent consisted in appeas¬ 
ing revolts by money. He was accustomed to 
sav, that he merely paid what the war in which 
he must otherwise have engaged would have cost. 
This reasoning, however, which force may some¬ 
times employ, does not apply to a state, the con¬ 
dition of which is enfeebled. 

At this time the grandees formed the resolu¬ 
tion to reside on their territorial possessions, and 
not to take any part in the general inte¬ 
rests, which had been so indecently compromised. 
Content with defending and aggrandizing their 
own property, their views were exclusively di¬ 
rected to thc-ir private concerns; and their union 
with the crown was weakened in proportion. 
They repented that they had espoused the quar¬ 
rels of the princes, whose offers, as well as their 
persons, they finally contemned. The founda¬ 
tion of the feudal system was thus laid. 

On the death of the emperor Lothaire, who 
left three sons, a new partition became necessary. 
Charles .shewed himself more active, iu usurpa¬ 
tion, than when he was called on to make a leci- 

tnt.xxui. k timate 
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tirr.atc defence. He invaded the states of ni» 
deceased bro.her, and imprisoned two of his ne¬ 
phews. He had, however, rendered himself too 
odious to be suffered to remain tranquil. The 
grandees, each of them in his particular retire¬ 
ment, became acquainted with this invasion, the 
aim of which they resolved to defeat. They did 
not scruple to say, that, as they had placed 
Charles un the throne at the expence of their 
bl ood and treasures, they were justified in de¬ 
posing hirn, now that his conduct was that of an 
Unprincipled usurper. They invited Louis, styled 
Gennanicus, to seat himself on the throne ; and 
convened a free and general assembly atVerberie. 
Terrified at these preparations, Charles promised 
to do justice to all ; but his word was not be¬ 
lieved. The princes of the blood, and the dif¬ 
ferent orders of the community, acknowledged 
Louis, who was solemnly crowned by the arch¬ 
bishop of Sens. The complaints urged against 
Chailcs were so well founded, and the w ill of the- 
grandees so reasonable and just, that his brother 
Louis had scarcely the air of dispossessing him, 
when hr became master of his dominions. 

The latter having, however, very imprudently 
disbanded a part of his army, Charles availed 
liimsclf of this circumstance, and, by the dint of 
bribes, promises, and protestations, brought over 
the greater part cf the nobility to his interest, 
Kncouraged by this dawn of success, he levied 
an army with all possible speed, and reconquered 
his provinces with a facility equal to that by 
which the. less of them had been accompanied. 

The northern* depredators still continuing to 
lay \\*stc the territory bordering on the coasts, 

Charles 
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Charles assembled, a parliament at Compiegne, 
und, with the consent of the did, bestowed on 
Hubert, surnamed the Valiant, the duchy of 
Franre. situated between the Loire and the Seine, 
on condition that lie should protect it aguhiit 
their incursion* Robert fully justified the high 
expectations which had been conceived of him, 
by his prudent ami valorous conduct. He 
was the grandfather of Hugo Capet; and it will 
hereafter he seen, that a grateful sense of his im¬ 
portant services, entertained bv all rank*, secured 
•the throne to his descendants. 'I lie end of tire 
Carlovingian race approached, ami had a strong 
analogy, as will appear, to that nf the first rare. 
The grandees w ere in reality the sovereign arbiters 
on both occasions. Such was their authority on 
their respective domains, that Dauduuin, hi s h 
forester, carried otf the daughter of a king of 
Trance, and, having forced the father to consent 
to his union with hor, was afterwards created 
count of Flanders. 

To return to the history of Charles.—On the 
death of the son of the emperor Lothuirr, he 
crossed the Alps with a powerful army, and took 
possession of the kingdom of Italy. His ambi¬ 
tion being fired by this aggrandizement, he re¬ 
paired to Rome, and purchased the imperial 
crown at the expence ot his best prerogatives. 
His brother Louis was so much offended at thin 
coronation, by which his second son was disin¬ 
herited, that he resolved to make an attack on the 
-dominions of Charles. He died, however, at 
Frankfort while he was making his preparations 
Jot that purpose. Having braved the vengeance 
tS the father, Charles came to a resolution to 
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dispossess 1,is nephews of their inheritance. Their 
age anil experience enabled them, however, to op¬ 
pose to him an effectual resistance. His entry 
into Germany was followed by a speedy defeat. 

Tiie \\hole of his ambition was nun confined to 
Italy. While he was engined in repulsing the 
Sarnrrtis, who cumin hie and devastation into 
the | iipni ten it r.ry. he locnd with a tranquil eye 
on the banditti of the north, whose depredatory 
incursions were still formidable in France, not¬ 
withstanding all the x igilant precautions of Robert. 
Ilis new title of emperor was, however, fatal to 
him. Having returned to France, he learned 
that Carlonuin. king i i Bavaria, the second sun of 
his deceased brother Louis, was about to march 
Rti anus into Italy, to assert his right tu the im¬ 
perial dignities. He accordingly made every 
preparation to reernss the Alps; but the generals 
of his army, being weaned out by his incapacity, 
restlessness, and inconstancy, gait ed over Sede- 
cias, his physician, by birth o Jew, to poison him. 
This weak monarch dtea in the cottage ol a 
peasant. Ilis Lody was embalmed, to the end 
that it tni^ht be conveyed to St. Denis; hut the 
activity ot the poison was such, that the soldiers 
could net bear the stench of the putrid exhala¬ 
tions it emitted. It was therefore buried on the 
march. 

Charles was not regretted. His restless and 
turbulent spirit ird him on to enterprises, which 
constantly miscarried through his incapacity, and 
the defect of a sound judgment, such as their 
execution required, lie mimed plans of aggrun- 
dizemeut under circumstances which disabled him 
from protecting ami preserving what he already 

possessed. 
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possessed. He was cruel, treacherous and vin¬ 
dictive. His posterity had to lament fur ages 
that he exposed France to the incursions of the 
northern depredators, to whose aggressions lie 
dhplavfd an almost entire inilitierence. 

lender his reign the feodal power commenced in 
France, which had been already portioned out 
into several territories, constituting so many ap¬ 
panages, or dependencies, distributed-among those 
l>y whom the empire had been founded;—or, in 
.other words, among the military who had contri¬ 
buted to the coiHjuests atchicveri bv the ditferent 
sovereigns. The proprietors of ihe-e possessions, 
who were named tciult v, or counts, were exempted 
from every tribute, and wetv only to lie called na 
fur tlieir military services. ’1 liu.-e this had hitherto 
been transferable; but Charles the Bald, through 
n mistaken policy, rendered than he ml nary. lie 
lints separated from the royal domains properties 
which, it is true, were invariably to belong to the 
distinguished military chiefs, but neither of which 
was originally intended to enter into the succt'.ssioA 
of one and the same family. This nrw regulation 
was the necessary result of the right of primo¬ 
geniture in- wisheu to establish, tor the succession 
ot the ).]n;s ed France. Conjointly with his two 
brothers, lie estalili-beil, in an assembly held at 
Slersen, the regulation that ihi* children should, 
for the future, ialleiit the sce|Uir ol rtu-ir fore¬ 
fathers, e.ccnruing to their seniority. 'I his was a 
M*i'y ini]Hirtant change in the political constitu¬ 
tion, On the death id each sovereign, the throne 
had heretoluii* been considered as vacant. The 
prince who was the most fortunate, the most 
powerful, pr the jnest adroit, provided be was of 
U 3 tha 
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the blood royal, might till it, to the detriment 
not only ot the eldest, but of all the children of 
the delimi t monarch. Charles, to establish the 
supreme power, and render it hereditary, did not 
he<itale to accord the same privilege to all hit 
vassals, who, following the example of their 
monarch, made an absolute property of the hinds 
they held for liie. The law which made an in¬ 
heritance of the throne, stamped the same cha- 
rarl r on all their possessions; and the govern¬ 
ment bunded on the law of the dels was estab¬ 
lished in 1 ranee, to the evident detriment of'the 
regal authority . Seven.! ui the seigneurs became 
so powerhi! os to refuse to submit to ail earthly 
don.mation, declaring in their act - that they held 
ct God and of their svvoid alone. Hence were de¬ 
rived the allcut, or alludml lands u! tree tenure. 

"Louis II., the son of Charles, surnamed the 
Stammerer, did not receive the crown, but made 
a purchase of it. To obtain the suthuges of the 
grandees, he bestowed on the first comers the 
-•blues, marquis,ales, counties, and governments, 
without ary re-ervation; insomuch that, having 
entirely exhausted his bounties, those who were 
the last to present themselves, were disappointed 
in their expectations. They murmured, and in¬ 
sisted that lie had not a right to dispose of these 
possessions, without the consent of the general 
assemblies. His party prevailed, however, by the 
force of numbers. At his coronation lie look a 
solemn oath to maintain the privileges ot the 
grandees, ami to respect the donations lie had 
made jo them. 

The. vassals of Louis soon became his equals. 
Boson, one of the most formidable of the chief¬ 
tains, 
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tains, ■who had been created viceroy of Italy, ami 
Vount of l’rovenre, carried off the daughter of 
his sovereign with impunity, and afterward* 
espoused In’r. He next established the kingdom 
of Arles, which comprehended Provence, the 
■ Dauphine, the Lyonnais, and Francho Cutnte, 
thus becoming a real monarch, but without itt- 
limiting the tide. L'niis, who was afraid of be¬ 
ing attacked ami dethroned, was desirous to livo 
villi such vassals in a perfect state of harmony. 
He therefore maintained the peace with his neigh- 
hours, and did not attend to the disturbances 
which thu wish of the pope to create him emperor 
against his will, had excited. The latter persist¬ 
ing obstinately in the political choice he had 
made, was attacked by a contrary faction, who 
declared in favour of the king of Bavaria. The 
sovereign pontiff was imprisoned by this party; 
but contrived to make his escape into France, 
with the most valuable of the treasures of St, 
Peter. 

On his arrival lie was equally assiduous in pay¬ 
ing his court to liosnti and to the king of Frunce, 
tendering to the funnel a crown, and to the lat¬ 
ter the imperial diadem, while he himself had 
bten hurled from his throne. The imperial dig. 
nities were tun, howe'er, re-establisheu, nil uf- 
trr a lapse of three years, when each of the com¬ 
petitors was deceased, lit the interim, the pepo 
held a culincil at Troyes, and promulgated a 
canon which was an extraordinary testimony of 
the weakness ol the royal authority in those times. 
It enacted that the potentates ol the earth should 
in future treat the bishops with the highest re¬ 
spect, uod shuuld consequently ncvc^prcsume ip 
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be seated in their presence, unless with their per¬ 
mission. In breaking up the council, he pre¬ 
sented to the church a donation, which hr said 
had been made by Charles the Bald, in favour of 
St. l’eler. It Consisted of several rich monas¬ 
teries, ami of the abides of St. Denis and St. 
Germain. To this alienation of the royal do¬ 
mains the nobility would not, however, consent. 

Louis had in vain dismembered a part of hi? 
kingdom, to render several particular govern¬ 
ments hereditary. It was impossible to satisfy all 
the claimants ; and the kingdom was again a prey 
to tumult and insurrection. Suspicions were 
entertained that he was taken off L\ poison. At 
the time of his decease ihc queen was pregnant, 
and was afterwards delivered of a son, of whom 
we shall have occasion to speak in the set|Url, un¬ 
der the name of Charles the Simple. By a former 
marriage, he hail had two sons, Louis and Car- 
lotnan, who became his successors, lie reigned 
o;ilv two \ ears. 

Cunfnfinahlv to the laws of the succession 
which had been recently established, the crown 
devolved on Louis, the i'K{ff-i son; hut tile gran¬ 
dees basing convoked an nserniljlv, it was agreed 
fiiat, to prevent any contention between him and 
his brother, the jlhtVfeni should be w orn hv hoth. 
They lived and reign* d together in a 1110-1 per* 
frit union, and ilisplaveii some of tint f|ualities 
of their valorous ance-lor Pcp;n. They, in some 
measure, pot a -top to the 1 avages of the nortlieriv 
brigands, fifty thousand of whom had entered 
by the river Somme, and had taken Corbie, 
.Amiens, mol several other places situated on its 
banks. Louis defeated them in an engagement 

utter 
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S ear Courtray, but having neglected to follow up 
is victory, they rallied, and made incursions into 
I’icardy. 

The reign of these two princes was short. Louis 
was killed by a singular accident. In pursuing a 
young girl who endeavoured to escape from 
him, he struck his head against a door, and wu» 
killed by the blow, Carloman survived him but 
a short time. In hunting a wild boar, one of his 
attendants lanced at the enraged animal a spear, 
which took a wrong direction, and wounded the 
monarch in the thigh. From an apprehension 
that this unlucky accident might be interpreted 
into a crime on the part of the attendant, Car- 
loniaii circulated a report that he had been 
wounded by the wild boar. He died, at the age of 
twenty-eight years, on the seventh day after he had 
received the wound, still preserving, with a nobla 
generosity, an impenetrable silence as to its real 
cause. 

As neither of the above princes left behind 
them any male issue, the inheritance fell to Charles, 
the posthumous son »f Louis II. As he was, 
however, too young to govern a nation assailed 
by foreign foes, and a prey to intestine broils, 
the grandees assembled, and elected, according to 
the ancient usage, the emperor Charles, to whom 
they made a lender of the crown. He accepted 
it; but governed with so much imbecility, that 
he. was shortly alter dethroned by those to whom 
he was indebted lor his elevation. He was suer 
ceeded by Charles, surnamed the Corpulent, who 
brought,on the country all the vengeance of the 
portberq invaders, by the dastardly assassination 
(if their chief, whom he drew into an ambush, oq 
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pretext, of a private conference. They advanced, 
to Paris, to which they laid siege; but were re¬ 
pulsed by Kudos, the sun of Robert the Valiant. 

On tiic death of C.harles the Corpulent, th* 
immense territories he possessed were divided. 
Germany was separated from the French domina¬ 
tion, and became a distinct empire. A part of 
Italy conferred the sovereign authotity nn Bc- 
renger, duke of I'rifml ; and another part on 
Guy, the, soil of Lambert, duke of Spoleta. This 
dismemberment was the more remarkable:, as it 
gave a new form to the feudal system, and broke 
all the bonds ol union by which a vast and well- 
compacted body had been cemented. 

In France, the bishops and lords, in a parlia¬ 
ment holoen at Cnmpiegna, unanimously chose 
for their sovereign Lodes, count of Paris. They 
hail not forgotten that his father, Hubert the Va¬ 
liant, had been slain in attacking the northern 
brigands, whom the son had just repulsed with an 
incredible valour, lie hail saved Paris ; and was 
best calculated to defend the monarchy against 
th e enemies bv whom it was surrounded. Luries 
displayed on this occasion great generosity. Be¬ 
ing forced to accept the diadem, he protested 
that he received it on no other condition tliaifto 
restore it to the youthful Charles, when he should 
be of an age to govern the stale. During nine 
years of calamity, he sustained France, and dis¬ 
played on all occasions of difficulty a profound 
intelligence, and the mnst heroic courage. When 
his glorious career was about to terminate, he so¬ 
licited the grandees in faiuuruf Charles, whom 
they consented to establish on the throne of hi* 
ancestors. 


At 
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At the time of the death of Kudos, the irrup¬ 
tions of the northern nations had in a nr eat mea¬ 
sure ceased ; and those who had made good their 
footing were coniineJ to the frontiers. In ac¬ 
knowledging Charles the Simple, on whom that 
epithet was certainly well bestowed, as their sove¬ 
reign, the nobility appear to have had a view 
to their own independence. The choice of this 
weak monarch was highly consonant to their pre¬ 
tensions, which were hccoiflc greater than ever. 
'I'llc contempt in which they held his person was 
but tun well justified, lie ceded Kunnandv to 
the usurpers, by whom it hud been so often ra¬ 
vaged ; and gave up Hritany, which became a 
mesne-tenure to the crown. If the tuition had 
not kept a watchful eye over him, he would huva 
yielded up all his possessions, lie was deposed; 
and the crown bestowed on Robert, the brother 
of Kudos, a valiant and accomplished prince. 
On the death of the latter, who was slain in car¬ 
rying on a successful war against the invaders of 
the Trench territory, Charles was equally iinsuc- 
cesslul. His parti runs levied an army, which was 
cut in pieces by the forces of Hugo, the son of 
the deceased Robert. 

This young prince, stjrnamed the great, would 
not accept the crown, which was bestowed on 
Raoul, duke, of Burgundy. The. latter main¬ 
tained a successful war agairit the Danes, by whom 
Aquitain was ravaged, as well as against Lho 
other enemies of the state, and, by several im¬ 
portant and decisive victories, appeared to liava 
annihilated even the name of his competitor. 
The unfortunate Charles, possessing neither cou¬ 
rage nor foresight, waathe dupe of circumstances, 
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end terminated his earthly career in a prison. 
His son Louis, then an infant, was conveyed in. 
safety to England, on which account he after¬ 
wards obtained the surname of Outremer. He 
was recalled on the death of Raoul, who did not 
leave any children behind him, and placed under 
the guardianship of lingo, now surnamed the 
Great, lie was invested with the title of king, but 
could merely be considered as an hereditary chief 
whom the dukes and Counts had been pleased to 
elect. In the different territories they were ab¬ 
solute and independent. Such, indeed, was tha 
form of the feoilal government, that the real 
sovereignty could be bestowed on no other than a 
great and exalted character, such as Hugo 
Capet, who knew how to respect the prevailing 
customs and usages, without daring to infringe 
the rights of any one of those, who, collectively, 
could dethrone him at their will. Accordingly, 
alter the demise of Louis d'Outremer, who was 
killed by a full from Lis horse; of Lothaire, 
the nature of whose death is uncertain ; and of 
Louis V. who was poisoned by his queen ; all of 
them events which succeeded each other with 
great rapidity, Hugo Capet, the first of the third 
race of French monarchs, received the crown, 
The house of Charlemagne thus became extinct, 
otter having filled the throne during a space of 
two hundred and thirty-six years, and niter hav¬ 
ing formed three royal branches in Italy, Ger¬ 
many, and France. 

It remains here to sav a few words of the 
northern plunderers, to whose incursions Rnd de¬ 
predations France had been so long rxposed. 
They came from Danmark, Sweden, Norway, 

ami 
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and olher countries still mere distant, to seek a 
milder nnd more genial climate than their own. 
They were inured to 1'atiguc, and possessed of 
great bravery, but would never conform to trea¬ 
ties, which they eluded with a particular address. 
They did not cease their ravages until they had 
obtained the quiet possession of a part of the 
kingdom of Neustria, which they cultivated with 
an assiduity that rendered it by far the most 
flourishing territory of France. When they laid 
siege to Paris, they displayed an industry equal 
to their intrepidity. '1 hey were not strangers to 
the battering ram, balista, and other imichinei 
and warlike implements employed by the aucient 
Romans. Their warlike apparatus was dragged 
on wheels, which enabled them to assail the be¬ 
sieged with a more powerful effect. 

At the period to which we are now arrived, an 
epidemic worm disease, the effects of which wore 
So dreadful that it was considered as a punish¬ 
ment from heaven, and which made a havoc 
similar to that of the plague, broke out in France, 
and in several other parts of Eui ope. 


CHAPTER III. 


Establishment of the third race of French Soie- 
riigjts — Origin of the Crusades which were 
sitccrssive/y undertaken—Invasion of England 
by William of Normandy, 


WHEN Hugo Capet ascended the 
’■ throne, the succession in reality be¬ 
longed to Charles, duke of Lorraine, the 
anrle of L.ouisV.The grandees, however, by whom 
vut. tt.xiii, I the 
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the nation was represented, declared that prince 
incapable of holding the reins of the government; 
and, by virtue of tins decision, his competitor wa> 
crowned at Heims without any opposition. 

The duke of Lorraine, being apprised of this 
event, entered France with a very powerful army, 
in which he had a great number of German 
auxiliaries, to obtain by force what was refused 
to his birth. ]]« soup made himself master of 
the cities of Ltvon and Reims * but instead of 
following up Ins victories, summed his troops to 
distribute themselves over the surrounding ter¬ 
ritory, which they laid waste. Hugo Capet, hav¬ 
ing collected together all the troops he could 
bring into the field, took advantage of the im¬ 
prudence of his rival, defeated his army, find 
obliged him to fortify himself in the city of Latin. 
Being reduced to the last extremity, and driven 
to despair, Charles made so successful a sortie, 
that he routnd the army of Capet. In this stats 
the fortune ot war remained fur some time un¬ 
certain, until at length Charles was betrayed l.-v 
one of his courtiers, and, having been made 
prisoner, together with the whole of his family, 
was kept in close confinement at Orleans, w hero 
lie died. His children shared the same late, with 
the exception of a daughter, who, as she could 
not have any pretension tu the crown,-was li¬ 
berated. 

Hugo Capet insensibly changed the form of 
the government, and enacted several salutary 
laws and oiaioimaiices. He established his resi¬ 
dence in Paris, which had been deserted by Lis 
predecessor* fur upward* of two hundred years, 
4 aud 
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•in', thn* rendered it the capital of the monarchy. 
He delegated a portion of the supreme authority 
lo his son Robert, whom he was very fond of ex¬ 
hibiting to the people, with all the distinctive 
marks of royalty with which he refused to deco¬ 
rate himself. Even on the great anil solemn 
occasions when pomp is so essentially necessary 
to the monarch, to inspire the subject with re¬ 
spect and awe, he could pot be prevailed on to 
wear either the crown, sceptre, or royal purple. 
It is recorded in history, that he had consulted it 
soothsayer, who told him that his family would 
reign fur several generations. Ilv renouncing the 
insignia of royalty, he fancied that he could 
luring this descent one degree forward. The event 
has proved that this pncimtiun was unnecessary. 
His family occupied the throne of France during 
*ight centuries ; ami it remains to be seen, at the 
present time, whether the monarchy may not 
one day be re established in its favour, to the de¬ 
struction of the most odious of usurpations. 

It is more probable, however, that this modesty 
was put on by Ca|>et, to the end that he might 
not alarm his vassals, who were ns rirh and pow¬ 
erful as himself, lie manifested, indeed, on every 
occasion, a consummate policy, by which he 
contrived to disguise his ambition, and, by sacri¬ 
ficing its idle decorations, to establish it on a 
real and solid basis. He was considered by the 
grandees as a man of a mild and pacific disposi¬ 
tion, because he was constrained, by the existing 
circumstances, to leave them in the possession of 
their ancient independence. It became the in¬ 
terest of his successors to abolish this inde- 
| ? pendente; 
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pcndencc j to effect which, as will appear In the 
sequel, they followed up a regular and profoundly 
meditated system. 

Hugo Capet was interred, without pomp, in 
the abbey of St. Denis, and was succeeded by his 
son Robert, surnamed the Pious, who had, to 
the detriment of his own happiness, as well as of 
the national prosperity, espoused Bertha, tlia 
daughter of Conrad, Icing of Burgundy. This 
princess being related to him in the fourth degree, 
of consanguinity, it pleated the sovereign pontiff 
to annul the marriage. His anathema was pro¬ 
nounced ; Robert was not only enjoined to se¬ 
parate from his queen, but condemned to seven 
years of penitence; and the archbishop, by whom, 
the marriage bad been solemnized, was, us well 
ps the bishops who had consented to it, ordered 
to proceed to Rome, and demand absolution. 

The churchmen obeyed, and set forward on 
their journey; hut the king, who was not equally 
trac r ablc, remained tranquilly in the society of 
his queen. The fulminatiuns of the Vatican were 
»ow issued; and the decree of excommunication 
set the whole of the kingdom in flumes. The 
interdict became general; the mass was no longer 
celebrated ; and, which was still more disastrous, 
the sacrament was refused to the sick, and tho 
dead left without burial. A general confusion en¬ 
sued. There were no longer any regulations of 
police ; and, as all alike dreaded to approach the 
parson of one who had been excommunicated, 
the king was abandoned. He had to command, 
however, the services of two faithful domestics, 
»ho passed through the fire whatever he hail 
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touched, and threw to the dogs the offal which 
came from his table. 

in this perturbed state nf affairs, the grandees 
interposed, and obliged Robert to divorce him¬ 
self from his quren. The interdirt was thus 
taken off, and the tranquillity of the. state re¬ 
established. 

Th is was the first essay of the pretensions of 
the court of Rome, which saw that the moment 
was arrived when it was expedient to subject tint 
crowns of all the potentates of F.urope, to the 
titfra of the sovereign pontiff. Robert made a 
public confession of his crime, which be expiated 
by a solemn penitence; and rerei'ed absolution 
in the mode, prescribed by the ecclesittslical lmv. 
He formed a new alliance, and espoused Con¬ 
stance, tiie daughter of the count of Provence, 
a haughty nod imperious female, who took ad¬ 
vantage of the asmulencv she had acquired over 
him, to torment him for the remainder of his life. 
She possessed all the atrocity of !■ rrilrgond*!, wrtb- * 
out inheriting any of her talent-. She nursed 
the favourite of Robert, the grand master of the 
palace, to he as-assinainl, because he paid a 
greater respret to Ins sovereign Ilian to IhtscII. 
Such was her intolerance, in the persecution o! a 
religious sect, whose tenets were similar to those 
of the M ■mielieiins, that : he caused thousands of 
the individuals who had embraced these doctrine it, 
to be tied to llic slake, and burned, as here¬ 
tics. These enmities were exercised with a par¬ 
ticular severity in the province of Languedoc, 
where, the protest; 1 ,nt faith has sinre constantly 
predominated o m ratlwlii i-m, Her next mra- 
i J _ tuce 
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sure was nn attempt to promote a disunion be¬ 
tween her sons-in-law, the offspring of the former 
marriage, by dispossessing the elder of the inhe¬ 
ritance, to bestow it on Ins younger bruther. 

The political events of this reign were but 
few, on this account, that the weight of the feodal 
government served as a counterpoise, to maintain 
the public tranquillity. A dreadful famine was, 
however, substitute d to, tile horrors of war, and 
desolated France, ns well as the rest of Kurope. 
The dead were taken nut of their graves, to 
serve as food for the living. The passengers wdre 
intercepted on the highways, and carried into the 
woods to be devoured by the famishing pea¬ 
santry. In the city of Tuurnus human flesh was 
publicly e.Mposed iur sale ; and in the vicinity 
of Macon a tavern keeper massacred the puor 
in the night time, to he enabled to furnish a re¬ 
past for his guests on the day following. There 
was not only a dearth of corn ; but a want of 
pvsturg, occasioned by cold and uninterrupted 
rains, had been fatal to the cattle, which pe¬ 
rished from the same cause thut prevented the 
seeds from germinating. 

Robert was strongly addicted to bigotry and 
superstition, but possessed not that universal cha¬ 
rity which the true apo.Uulie religion so earnestly 
points out. Alter the siege of Avalon, the inha- 
bitaats of which place had defended themselves 
with great bravery, he ordered a pari of them to 
be hanged, and the others to be sent into c.xile. 
He is said to be the hist of the bums ol Frame 
who had received the especial and supernatural 
gift of curing scrofulous affection*, Irom thence 
oen uni in at ctl thu king’s evil, by t-.ucl.;t. 0 the at, 
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and pronouncing these words; The king touch t 
thee, and may Cod cure thee. He laid the first 
stone of the cathedral church of Notre Dame at 
Paris, on the ruins of a temple which had berti 
consecrated to .Jupiter, by the watermen of the 
Seine, in the reign of the emperor Tiberius. 

On the demise of this monarch, the widow wa^ 
desirous to bestow the crown on his second son, 
Robert, alleging that such p had been the dying 
wish of the lather. So powerful a party wai 
thus formed against Henry, the eldest son, that 
he \yas obliged to seek shelter in Nnrniandv, 
where lie implored the help of duke Robert, the 
second of that name. The duke accompanied 
him. to the capital of France, with an army by 
whieli the opposite faction was appalled. This 
army ravaged the territory of the rebels, burning 
the towns and villages, and putting the. inhabi¬ 
tants to the sword. It was the duke's inuxint to 
carry on the war in this manner. It was neces¬ 
sary, lie said, tn terminate it speedily, by rejoj^ 
ing to the most violent measures, or to abstain 
from declaring it altogether. On this account 
he was nicknamed llohert the Deli!. 

On the death of the queen dowager, which 
happened soon after, the two brothers were re¬ 
conciled. The duchy of Ilurgundy was assigned 
to Robert ; and Henrv, who was invested with 
rhe sovereign authority, carried on several suc¬ 
cessful wars again-t his mutinous subjects, the 
counts of Champaign, Troyes, and Chartres. He 
had no sooner subdued these refractory spirits, 
than a younger Inother, who had not been con¬ 
sidered in the succession, hacked his claim to an 
inheritance by a powerful army which Imi had 

contrived 
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contrived to levy, This army was defeated ; and 
he himself perished in a second attempt to assert 
}iis alleged rights. Ilenry was thus freed from 
all his enemies. 

Hobart the Devil, the powerful protector of 
Henry, made a pilgrimage to the holy land, in 
concert with several other potentates whom anew 
impulsion had carried thither. On his return 
he fell sick, and appointed as his successor an il¬ 
legitimate sen, wlin-e mother was the daughter 
of a dealer in skins belonging to the town of 
l-’alaise. This bastard was no other than the ce¬ 
lebrated prince afterwards known by the name of 
William the Conqueror. On ihe death of Hu¬ 
bert, the Norman grandees instigated the peopls 
not to acknowledge him, on account ol hi. illegi¬ 
timacy. Henry, who lead not forgotten the good 
oHici’s of the lalhrr, took up his cause, and in¬ 
vaded Normandy with three thousand men only. 
With this inconsiderable force he. defeated ml 
'"ai ttvy of twenty thousand Normans, llis affec¬ 
tion fur William was. however, lint of a short du¬ 
ration. Alter basing defended him with so much 
gallantry, h« did not hesitate to attack his do¬ 
minions ; hat this step meieiv served to consoli¬ 
date the power nl hi- heron ill adversary. Such 
was the hatred which ensued between the French 
and Normans, that it laid the foundation of long 
and obstinate wai s, w Inch did not cease mini after 
the latter had accomplished the sucvlSsIuI inva- 
m 'ii u! lkiglii'iil. 

Henry, although tint advanced in years, was 
sensible of ht.e approaching dissolution, lie had 
espoused a Hussian princess, to avoid falling into 
Ihe errur which had been so prejudicial to low 

fall:-, i. 
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father, hy contracting a marriage within the de¬ 
grees of consanguinity prohibited by the canonical 
laws. Jly this princess he had three suns, the 
eldest of whom was crowned when only seven 
years of age, Baudouin, count of Flanders, a 
man universally esteemed, was declared regent, 
•and governed under thr title of marquis of 
France, on the death of llenry, which happened 
in his fifty-sixth year. lie was an active sove¬ 
reign, who knew how to* maintain, and even 
extend his authority ; but his enterprises against 
the duke of Normandy were injurious to his re¬ 
pose' his honour, and his best interests. 

Philip I, his eldest son and successor, was 
merely a special or nf .the events of his reign, 
"hull was of a long duration. As he hud not 
tiny share in the political events which then fixed 
the alieiitioii if Europe, such as the conquest 
ot England by William of Kcirnuintly, the enter¬ 
prises ot the popes, and the origin of the cele¬ 
brated crusades, his name simply serves to murk 
the epoch of the interesting occurrences which 
lock place in the interval between lus birth und 
liis death. lie had a passion for llertrade, wife 
of the coynt of Anjou, whom he enticed from 
her husband. Being anxious to espouse her, lie 
forged a genealogy by which he attempted to 
prove that hjs queen lVujba was related to him in 
a degree which set aside the marriage. A divorce 
ensued ; and as Philip was entirely governed by 
the caprices of Bertrade, his new consort, he 
beciiijje utterly contemptible in the view oi hil 
subjects. 

I‘or some time the regent governed the state 
pith dignity and discretion ; but at length hi* 

policy 
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policy forsook him. He did not perceive that the 
elevation of William to the throne of England, 
would oppose to France a powerful rival, capable 
of depriving her for centuries of a real supe¬ 
riority. Instead of resisting the aggrandizement 
of so formidable a vassal, be permitted William 
to levy troops in France, and even supplied him 
with money to furthei his design*. 

The only appellation by which the conqueror 
of England bad been hitherto known, was that of 
W illiam the Bastard He himself introduced it 
intu all his acts. Although a great man, and a 
wise legislator, he. was not beloved by the Eng¬ 
lish, over whom he reigned. lie laid the founda¬ 
tions of their commerce, notwithstanding, and 
gave them laws which, having been since perfee- 
tionated, are become the admiration of the world. 
A rivality could not fail to ensue between the 
two nations; and, accordingly, Philip of France, 
nr rather his regent, encouraged the revolt of 
jPnbert, the son of the conqueror, on whom thg 
latteV had bestowed Normandy. A trivial cir¬ 
cumstance was afterwards the occasion of a mosf 
inveterate hatred between the two sovereigns. 
William had become so corpulent, that he was 
for a great length of lime confined to bis bed. 
“ When,” said Philip, “ will this big man be de- 
“ livered f” To this jrst William replied in the 
following terms: “When 1 am to be churched, 
M it shall be in the cathedral of Notre Dame in 
“ Paris, surrounded by ten thousand sprars, iq 
“ the guise of tapers.” lie did not confine him¬ 
self to threats, but carried them into execution, 
gnd marked his resentment bv the most dreadful 
ravages. He even penetrated to the gates of 

Paris, 
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Pa\i', to which city he was about to set fire, 
when a lull from his horse rescued France from 
the calamities by which she was threatened. 

At the above lime the protrusions of the court 
of Home were highly exorbitant. Pope Gre» 
gone VII. a man nl an obscure birth, but pos¬ 
sessing great talents, carried the spirit of papal 
domination so iur, that the crowned heads of 
Europe berame, in a manner, his vassals. Mt 
depu t'd and excommunicated thp emperor of 
Germany, in consequence of his having conferred 
several benefices without his consent. Such was 
his ascendency over Philip, that he dictated 
to him, on every occasion, the line of conduct 
he was to pursue. The \ery presence of his lr- 
gates was sufficient tn impress an universal terror. 
To one sovereign ha sent a message, “ thill he 
“ was unworthy to wirld the sceptre.” To another, 
“ that his life was ilev nted to the most infmnuus 
“ pursuits, and that therefore, unless he should 
11 correct himself, he should not hesitate to u'e- 
“ pose him.” To form ajust appreciation, how¬ 
ever, of the extent of the papal authority, it will 
be necessary to take n summary view of the cru¬ 
sades, and of the powerful ascendency they had 
in directing the arms of Europe against Asia. 

Pope Gregoire VII. having formed the plan 
of the conquest of the holy land and its depen¬ 
dencies, addressed a letter to the different sove¬ 
reigns of Europe, whom he considered as hi» 
vassals, observing to them that, as Christians, 
they could not leave in the possession of idolaters 
the city in which our Saviour was horn. The 
first impulsion being thus given, his successor 
Urban II. felt ut equal zeal for the christiau 
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cause. He engaged a dcvnut pilgrim to travel 
over every part of Kurope, to paint, in the must 
glowing colours, the sufferings of lire Christians 
whu were held captive in Palestine, and the pro¬ 
fanations of which the infidels were guilty. This 
pilgrim, who travelled hare-headed, anil with 
naked arms and legs, held in lus hand a large 
crucifix, to which he pointed with the most ani¬ 
mated gestures. 11u ‘soon drew uhout him an 
immense hmly of enthusiasts. Princes, noble¬ 
men, artizans, peasants, monks, and even wo¬ 
men, mahilested an equal anxiety to bend their 
steps to the east, and deliver their brethren truni 
their captiv ity. 

'1 lie pope, being informed of the progress made 
by his mivsiomiry, proceeded to France. On his 
journey* he had an opportunity to witness the 
preparations which wine every where milking lor 
the conquest of Palestine. He held a convoca¬ 
tion at Clermnnl in Auvergne, in which he de¬ 
clined tiie war to be sacred, and promised a remis¬ 
sion id their sins to all those w ho should engage 
in it. Ihe first crusade was accordingly pub¬ 
lished ; and it was enjoined that the only distinc¬ 
tion in hr worn by the devout pilgrims was to 
coiwiat ut a cross fastened to the shoulder. 

It Ims been calculated that five millions ol 
*uuls embarked in this expi dition. They were 
formiHl into three divisions, the first ef which was 
commanded In the papal missionary. Peter the 
hermit. It was composed of an unruly and un¬ 
disciplined populace, whose ranks were su much 
thinned by every species of immorality,, that not 
ibe one half passed through Germany ami Italy. 
Bcturu this divisioncituld reach the itrailul'Gibial- 
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tar, it was in a great measure broken up and 
annihilated. 

The tun other divisions, which comprehended 
the nubility and soldiery, were less tumultuous 
in their march, hut were cut oil by sickness, 
hunger, ami fatigue; insomuch that when the 
troops were mustered, and the siege of Nicea. 
about tn be undertaken^ not mure limn six 
hundred thousand infantry^ and a hundred and 
twenty thousand cavalry could be found. They 
wen- afterwards iwillicc-ci , when before Jerusalem, 
the Important object of their confederation, tn 
twenty-one lliousmd five hundred righting men. 
That city sustained the first assault, but whs 
carried on the second, with an iiidisciiniinale 
slaughter of the whole of its Maboniedan inha¬ 
bitants. Keen i lie children were not spared. A 
few days alter, Godfrey of lluuillon was declared 
king of Jerusalem, an einply title winch descended 
lulus posterity, and subsisted for ninety years. 

Having thus given a brief sketch of the first ul the 
crusades, of which there were seven in the spar* 
uf two centuries, we proceed to l.ouis VI., sur- 
nanied the Corpulent, who succeeded lilt luthrr 
Philip I., and was crowned at Orleans. At thut 
_lnne Paris w as blockaded by the troops of several 
ot the petty states, whose rulers set the sovereign 
at defiance. They were, however, gradually sub* 
dued, and a kind uf municipal government sub¬ 
stituted to the feudal tenures, which suflered 
greatly in these struggles with the regal authority. 

Louis was nut equally successful iu the wars in 
which he was engaged with the king of England, 
by whom his army was defeated in the buttle of 
Idrenueville. In bis flight, au Englishman seised 
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on his horse’s bridle, exclaiming, " the king n 
taken,” “ The king is never taken,” said Louis, 
11 not even in a game of chess;” and, having pro¬ 
nounced these words, laid his enemy dealt at his 
feet. 

Me was an accomplished sovereign, possessed of 
great energy, courage, and activity. On his 
death-lied, he addressed tu his sun the following 
remarkable words: Recollect, Iny son, that 

11 royally is nothing mure than a public charge, of 
“ which you will hav e tu render a very strict ac- 
" Count to him who makes kings and judges 
“ them.” 

Louts VII, surnamed the Ynung, had no sooner 
ascended the llirunc, than he was openly attacked 
by nnc of his vassals, the count of Champaign, 
who carried his rebellion so far as to obtain from 
the pupe a decree of interdiction no all the ci¬ 
ties, towns, Villages, and houses belonging to his 
sovereign. This, and other similar atlrunts, drew 
downjhs vengeance of Louis, who marched into 
Champaign at the head of a pouirfiil army, and, 
having surprised the city nf Vilrv, found no 
resistance, unless in the parochial church, in 
which thirteen hundred persons had fortified 
themselves, tu shun the fury of the soldiery. The 
church was set fire to, by order of Louis, and 
those who were within perished in the Humes. 
The rrmnrse which followed this act of cruelty 
gave rise to the second crusade, to which Louis 
was strongly urged by Hcrnnnl, a priest. ’I he 
convocation was held at Vezelai ; and so great 
was the national fervour, that the women in 
general insisted on following iheir husbands. 
Among Ur* number was the quaun. This pious 
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exaltation was not confined to France, but spread 
to Germany, and other parts of Europe. The 
emperor Conrad Ill. set out, about the same time, 
for Palestine, with an army of upwards of a hun¬ 
dred thousund men. 

The incapacity of Louis was completely mnni- 
fested on this occasion. His troops were defeat¬ 
ed, and dispersed, and he himself fell into the 
hands of the Saracens, lje was liberated by ilia 
bravery nf the kino; of Sicilv, and returned to 
France with the remnant of Ins army, lie had 
shortly after the mislpfuine to lose the very capo* 
bio minister who had governed in his absence, 
and, being left without a guide, committed a 
thousand imprudences. His divorce from lus 
queen, who had been minuted of infidelity in 
Palestine, was not the smallest of his blunders, 
lie restored to her, unconditionally, Guyonne anil 
Poitou, which she had bmughl to him in mar¬ 
riage ; and these provinces were, six weeks after, 
transferred to Ilunrv, duke nf Normandy, the 
presumptne heir ul the crown of England, who 
tints possessed the tilth part of this French mu- 
nan in, and was enabled to make head against tin 
remainder. 

— Louis made several pilgrimage', and, among 
others, visited the tomb ul St. Thomas a Deckel, 
at Canterbury, This happened in IIHU, nine 
years alter the murder ol the '.amt. In one of 
these pilgrimages Louis died, and was buried in 
the abbey of Darbeau, which he had founded, 
llis tomb was opened, in I 066 , bv Charles IX., 
and the body found in a high state of preserva¬ 
tion. On the fingers were several gold rings, 
which, having been taken off, were worn by 
K t Charles, 
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Charles, together with a guld chain which wu 
found in the torn!). 

On his accession to the throne, Philip II., styled 
the August, published three edicts, the first'of 
which condemned all heretics to he burned. The 
second sentenced all those who should be guilty of 
blasphemy to be drowned ; and the third ordered 
all jugglers and mountebanks to leave the king¬ 
dom. 

The Jews, who were very rich and numerous, 
and who carried on their old trade of usury, were 
arrested in their synagogues. Their immnvethle 
properly was confiscated, mik4 sold lor the benefit 
of the king. All the debts which Intel been con¬ 
tracted with them were declared null ; and they 
were banished, with permission to carry with 
them their moveable property. They coutrivad, 
however, to conceal their immev, which quitted 
the kingdom never to lie brought back. 

The mummts of the crusaders, those at least 
who had not any habitation, or any visible means 
of existence, on their return ft run Palestine, had 
formed themselves into troops ol banditti, who 
plundered the Christians in their native cuuntn, 
with as little cerrmonv as they had before plun¬ 
dered the 'lurks. Philip marched against them, 
^nd, with the aid of the newly-established muni¬ 
cipalities, subdued them. His attention was soon 
after directed to the occurrences in the east, which 
were of more importance. 'I'he dissentions and 
jealousies of the crusaders had favoured the view s 
of the emperor Soladin, who had retaken Je¬ 
rusalem, and hud put to the sword the knights 
templars and hospitalers by whom that lily was 
deft tided. On the receipt of this intelligence lh* 
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pope died of grief. The kings of England and 
Trance suddenly laid aside their mutual animosi¬ 
ties, and formed a fhird crusade, which was bet¬ 
ter regulated than the preceding ones. The 
commanders of this expedition were Trederic I., 
emperor of Germany ; Richard, surnamed Cirur 
de Lion, who had recently succeeded to the 
throne of England; and Philip the August, of 
Trance. Richard, who was ardent and impetu¬ 
ous, possessed nil the qualities which can adorn a 
hero ; whils Philip, who possessed a greater share 
jcf'pruJence anil policy, «u.s less enthusiastic in 
his views. When they took leave of each other, 
on selling out lor Palestine, they "ere apparently 
cemented by the strongest ties of friendship ; hut 
the concord uhirh was established between them 
was not of a lasting duration. 

They agreed to proceed to their dr-tiiuition by 
tea; and Philip was the fir.-1 to land. He de¬ 
feated the Saracens ; look possession of several 
places ; and was about to besiege Acre. -In the 
mean time Richard, who Inal been detained in 
Sicily, was shipwrecked near the coast ot Cyprus. 
The sovereign id’ that island, instead of atfmil- 
lng him succour, seized mi thiee of his -hips, 
and imprisoned the crews. This incensed RiehaadL 
so much, that lie landed Ins troops nil the isiaflfl 
took tin- capital, and made the monarch prisone^M 

He had scarcely leached the camp of llm 
crusaders, when Philip regarded him with a jea¬ 
lous eye. Richard had been heard to say, that 
however his rival might press the siege of Acre, 
the glory, of its surrender w»uld belong to him 
alone. On his side, Philip charged him with en- 
libtinj under Ids banners the best of Jus soldier* ; 
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an accusation which was certainly founded, as 
Richard did not spare his treasures in recruiting 
his army, while Philip had nothing to bestow oa 
his followers, whose ranks were daily thinned. It 
was, besides, impossible that the dissembling and 
crafty character of the latter could Long con¬ 
ciliate itself with the trankaiinl generous nature of 
Richard. 

The capture of Acre gave infinite pleasure to 
Philip, who was tired of the war, and desirous to 
return to his own dominions, lie pretended that 
the air of Palestine del not agree with ir.-: 
health ; but the truth was, that he was jealous 
of the glory which Kichaid had acquired, and 
of his superiority, of which lie was but too 
sensible. Notwithstanding the solemn engage¬ 
ment bv which be had bound himself, he was also 
desirous to return hnmr, that Le might profit 
by the absence of his ri-.nl to attack bis domi¬ 
nions. Among oilier charges which hi: luuiiglit 
against Richard, he Heeused lorn of Inning in¬ 
stigated lu Iqs murder tin: old man of the moun¬ 
tain. 

The b istory cf this alroriuus character de¬ 
mands some iiienlien. Jle inhabited 1‘hu’iiiein, 
where he biased the authority ot the caliphs of 
Avypl, nod of the kings ol Jerusalem, lu 
edging war against the neighbouring potentates, 
be dtqiendeil entirely oil ike resource ol ti:e 
poignard. Ills fanatical ussa-sms were trained 
from llnji earliest iiifatiry to the bloody task lie 
impn.-ed on them, and hastened to execute hit 
come.'.aiuls with a pruniptmoie and zeal which 
nothing but the persuasion they entertained, that 
the bloud ibev wcic about lu spill would be grater 
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Til tr> heaven, could have inspired. Thpy wei® 
frequently known to pierce through the umicd 
ranks assembled in the lield, to reach the victim at 
si Imni their puignard was to be aimed ; and, when 
■taken alive, to smile at their tortures, and mock 
■ their executioners, 

Kirhurd brine now sole mas ter of the opera¬ 
tions, performed prodigies of valour, und dis¬ 
played all his knowledge ttf the art of war, Ue 
defeated Snladin, who 'had been lothcrto consi¬ 
dered as invincible; anil rescued from destruction 
ritv of .1 ullii, lu which there were a great 
number of women and sick who were about to be 
put to death. "With an army of five thousand 
men only, he diTeiitod twelve llioustud Saracens, 
forming the escort of a caravan of -even or eight 
hundred camels laden with provisions, of which 
the 1 nisaders at that time stood in great need. 
In the lit iiist of Ins victorious career, he was in- 
firmed that Philip haCi drawn over to his side 
his own brother, and that a plan had been "form¬ 
ed between them to si ir.c on l.iigland, ou the one 
hand, and Normandy, on the nthrr. 

He was thus furred to ronclude a twee with 
Salailm, and to abandon the siege of .fern aieiu. 
1 lav iiug procured an as_\ Inm fur rhe Christians in 
the ditlerclil cities of Syria, he set out Irnli! 
inenee on his n-turn to Kurland, putting on 
hoard his large skip;, his tleasui es and retione, 
and embarking, himse lf, on board a light vessel 
lor the sake of expedition. 1 lav mg been ship¬ 
wrecked between \ mire and Aipiilem, he changed 
his purpose, and -el out by land lor (bermnliV, 
having Ins tare brsincuicd with boot, the b iter 
tv disguise biiiisclf. lie wiu bitted L) iIn 
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Germans, on account. of tin: disputes which had 
arisen at the siege of Acre; and, having been 
wav laid, was taken in a cottage near Vienna, 
while employed to turn the spit at the kitchen 
fire, lie was bound in chfins by the duke of 
Austria, who sold hint as a slate to the emperor 
Ilenry VI. Frum this captivity he was at length 
delivered on paying a ransom of fifty thousand 
marks of silver. As $11011 ns Philip was m.prized 
of this, he wrote a letter to Richard's I,,other, 
.loin), siiriianted Lad.land, in which he desired 
him to lake cure ui himseii, as the devil was-jtw- 
cliamed. 

tin his return to England, Richard prepared 
to punish l’ii lip forms perliily, and a disastrous 
war ensued I.el ween the two nations. In the suc¬ 
cessful prosecution of this war Richard died, and 
was succeeded by his brother John, whose pre¬ 
tensions to the crown of England were, however, 
disputed by his nrphew Arthur, aided bv Philip. 
Arihur having been made prisoner, and put to 
death by Ills inhuman uncle, the latter was sum¬ 
moned by Philip to appear, in his quality of 
duke of Normandy, uilmc a tribunal of I115 
peers. On his relusal Piulip attacked and sub¬ 
dued the provinces of Maine. Anjuu, and Tou- 

C iine, which were then hclJ by the English, and 
nited Normandy to the crown of France three 
hundred years alter it had been detached from 
it by the incapacity of Charles the Simple. 
Guyemu* was the unly pros ince which remained to 
king John. 

While Philip prepared a powerful Acet and 
army for the invasion of England, and while 
the success of ihis expedition was iu a manner en¬ 
sured 
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riitiI by the gpttrr.tl discontents, and by the de¬ 
testation in which John was held by all the orders 
of the state, pope Innocent III. was pluttini;, 
on his side, to render England a lief of the 
cliurrh. lie excommunicated John, declaring 
that his crown was forfeited, and calling on his 
subjects to declare against hint. John, who was 
now driven to despair, had no other resource 
than to surrender his crowot to the pope's legate, 
Puudoiphus, by whom it was restored to him on 
his signing and sealing an net which purported 
tli!** Ire held it of the huly see. This submission, 
on the part of John to the I’apnl authority, was 
notified by the pop-’s legate to Philip, who was 
constraiued to give up every idea of tiic intended 
conquest of England. 

A powerful league was shortly after formed 
against Philip, whose lust of dominion had given 
great umbrage to the neighbouring potentates. At 
the head of this league were the emperor and 
the king of England, aided by ihr united forces 
of the dukes of Brabant and Lorraine, and those 
of the counts of Plunders, Boulogne, and Ncvers. 
Two very formidable allied armies were thus as¬ 
sembled. Philip having sent his son Louis into 
Anjou, proceeded himself into Plunders-, where 
be encountered the emperor Olho, at Bovine?, he-, 
tween Lille and Tout-nay. A dreadlul conflict* 
ensued, which lasted tor five hours, and was 
nearly fatal to Philip, who was wounded, anil un¬ 
horsed. He was rescued by two of his knights; 
and victory at length declared in his favour. The 
emperor fled ; Ins standard, in which was dis¬ 
played the Imperial eagle, was torn in pieces; 
ami the counts of Flanders and Boulogne, to¬ 
gether with tbre* other very powerful grandees, 
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four German princes, twenry-five noblemen car¬ 
rying banners, and an infinite number of officer* 
and knights, made prisoners. 

After this victory, Philip made his triumphal 
entry into Paris, with the count of Flanders 
chained to his car. In England, the dastardly 
conduct of John, in the prosecution of tne war, 
occasioned great discontents. On this, and other 
accounts, he was compelled by his barons to 
sign the Magna Ciiarla, the foundation of British 
liberties. Jlining afterwards violated his pro¬ 
mise, lie was dcIlimned, and Luui.s, the son ajqd 
lieir of Philip, was invited to repair to London, 
where he was proclaimed, lie was very soon, 
however, obliged to resign his pretensions to this 
infant son of John, who was seated on tlie throne, 
on Ins lather’s dealli. 

About tiiis time the fourth crusade was under¬ 
taken. It terminated bv the capture of Constan¬ 
tinople, which transit/Tied the empire over th» 
Greek church to llie Latins. Baudouin, the new 
count ul Flanders, was elected emperor ; hat tho 
union of the Greek and latlin churches did not 
subsist fur more than hall a century. The power 
of the Venetians.vvho bail hurl the greatest share 
in the espial Is ol Hris ciusade, w as more solid and 
durable ; insomuch, that Irom Unit time Venire 
heniine the must fJuuristring republic in the 
world. 

'Fhe inquisition, which was first established in 
France, from whence it found its way into Spain, 
Portugal, and Italy, may likewise be dated 
from the reign of Philip. In Languedoc and 
Gascony, thousands of sectaries, who had dared 
to attack several of the most revered dogmas nf 
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the church of Rome, were tried inqiiiiitorial/y by 
tin 1 execrable Simon of Monthml, mid condemn¬ 
ed to jjl' i ish by the Homes. These unfortunate 
victims may be considered ns having laid, at tint 
expellee of their lives, the foundations id the 
jirotestanl religion. 

Philip II. died at the age of fifty-right years, 
Rnd ivas succeeded by his son I. iii- \T 1 I. uho 
was scarcely seated on thf throne, vvlwii beaus 
sumirmiuit bv the king id F.nghiml In lullil the 
promise he had made, while in Loiulun, tu sur¬ 
render, as soon as he should become king of 
Planer. Normandy, Tnuraine, Maine, ami Anjou. 
Instead of comply ing with this demand, he took 
Rochelle Irom the Fnghsli, whose sole possessions 
on tlie French territory wore now limited to 
liuurdeanx, and a lew Hiller places in Uuvenne. 
A peace was concluded between the two powers, 
which lasted for four years. 

Disturbance# were at this time fomented 
in Flanders by a man who styled himself 
could Bamhniiii, and who had so striking a re¬ 
semblance to the nobleman ot that name, that 
the inhsibituuts almost unanimously declared in 
his favour, notwithstanding it laid been asserted 
that ihe real count, after having been declare^ 
emperor ot Constantinople, bad been put to death 
by order of the king of Bulgaria, into whose' 
hands he had fallen. The daughter of Bam.ouin, 
who governed as countess ot Flanders, called 
Louis to her aid ; and by his interposition the in¬ 
surrection was quelled. The pretended, or real 
count, for there were many who entertained a 
persuasion that he was not an impostor, was put 
le death, after having experieqeed the most cruel 
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torture's which a merciless female could devise. 
This was not the first enormity to which Lhe coun¬ 
tess had been instigated bv her ambition, as she 
had refused to pay the ransom of her husband, 
who was at that time held captive. 

Alter a short reign of three sears, Louis VIII. 
was poisoned at the siege of Avignon, by Thi- 
baut, count of Champaign. This siege, which 
lasted for three months, had hern undertaken 
again! the religious sect before alluded to, tire 
constant object of the persecutions u! the popes 
nnri kings ul Trailer. 

Louis IX. commonly styled St. Louis, being aft 
infant at the time of his lather’s death, the re¬ 
gency was confided to Blanche of Custille, flic 
queen dowager. This was considered its a viola¬ 
tion of the Suite law ; and accordingly a power¬ 
ful league was formed by the counts of Boulogne, 
Champaign, Toulouse, and la Marche, aided by 
the ambitious countess of Flanders, by whom the 
queen regent was detested. The Latter found an 
able pTime minister in the person ul the cardinal 
legate ; ami by his policy the league was broken. 
To thwart the views of the countess of Flanders, 
who was about to contract a marriage with the 
count of Brittany, she liberated the count, her 
Itusbanil, from a captivity which had lasted thir¬ 
teen years, and re-established him in his posses¬ 
sions. Having been afterwards informed that a 
plot had been set on foot, by this intriguing fe¬ 
male, to -fire on the person t,f the young king, 
she suddenly armed the Parisians, and by me 
ud"p:i it of oilier piudeut measures, counteracted 
her designs. 

besrecly had Louit attained the ags of twentjr- 
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one years, and taken the reins of the government 
into his own hands, when Henry'III. of England 
demanded the provinces which Louis VIII. had 
promised to restore. A lender was made of 
Poitou, and of the best part of Normandy; bui 
this did not satisfy Ilenry, who resolved 10 try 
the issue of a battle. His army was defeated on 
the banks of the Charente. 

Louis had hitherto displayed great wisdom and 
firmness ; but having fallen dangerously sick, In: 
made a vow, that if he should recover his health, 
lie would proceed to Palestine with a powerful 
army, to exterminate the infidels. This was the 
sole motive of the crusade which was about to be 
undertaken. It may be considered as the sixth, 
there having been another entered on some years 
before, the issue of which was so contemptible 
that it scarcely merits a record. 

The miscarriages which bad attended the pre* 
ceding expeditions to the holy land, had abated 
the religious enthusiasm to such a degree, that 
the subjects of Louis manifested a great reluc¬ 
tance to the new enterprise. His consort, and 
brothers, did whatever they could to prevail on 
him to abandon his design. The archbishop of 
Paris, a virtuous prelate, represented to him that 
a compliance with his vow would expose hi# 
states to invasion, and his subjects to ruin. lie 
had, at the same time, to overcome the repug¬ 
nance of the grandees, without whose aid il would 
be impossible to accomplish his design. By 
the dint, however, of much perseverance and ad¬ 
dress, he was at length enabled to set out for 
Asia, accompanied by his queen, and his two 
brothers, Robert and Charles. The regency hav- 
v.ol. xx 1 il, 1 iug 
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ins been once more eon uii d to the queen dow¬ 
ager, Louis prorccdrd to Lyons, where he re¬ 
ceived the benediction of tlie pope, and, having 
descended- the Rhone, embarked at Aigncs- 
Moi'tes, 

Having landed in Egypt, a country the con¬ 
quest d which had been represented to him as 
essential to that nl Palestine, Dannetta was aban¬ 
doned by the Saracens on the approach of his 
troops, who advanced to Cairo in full confidence 
of success. Due ol the king’s brothers, the count 
d'Arluis, having, with two thousand cavalry, 
crossed tlic blanch o| the Nile, which was (bund 
to lie tmilahle, to facilitate the passage id the 
main armv, was invested by the Saracens, and, 
as well as his followers, cut in pieces, Louis, 
who hastened to his succour, was himself repulsed 
with a dreadful carnage of his troops, and 
obliged to fortify himself in the fortress of Da- 
inieita. In the mean ume famine and disease 
jmiile a lire ltd I'll I havoc among the French troops, 
who were pressed by an enemy infinitely superior 
lo them in force, 

Louis having again taken the field, was him¬ 
self made piiwmrr, and the whole of his army 
either killed or taken. He was ransomed by the 
sultan of Kg\ pt, on condition of surrendering 
the fortress of Dc.nieita, in which his unfortu¬ 
nate queen was immured; and had, besides, to 
make a sacrifice of nearly half a million sterling 
lor the ransom of his troops. These conditions, 
and a truce of five vears bv which they were M- 
fnweil, were mi displeasing to the Sat aeons, that 
iliev put the sultan to death. 

Instead of returning tu his own dominions, 
, . Louis 
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I.ouis proccfdedtn Palestine, where lie spent lluets 
years in lurnling alliances, mid projecting a 
new attack mi ilit- in'' uds. Vi lien i.e was lulu that 
France wns in danger, li i = rep I \ as: *• V lint will 
" become ill till! kingdom 111 jsl:i iisab-nt if 1 tle- 
“ part:" lie was, however, solicited witli stj much 
urgency, I >N the iphTii duo tiger, toreuin to his 
own dominions, that lie was Inm-ii in remiunee, 
for the present, his views in Palestinp On his 
ur rival in l’aris. lie foil mind tie or die tins; , iu. of 
the Qutnze-Vingts, an institution lor tee blind, in 
memory of three hundred nt hi- knights who had 
luul their eves put out by the Saracens ; and hail 
h cliupel built to contain the lems he had col¬ 
lected in the holy land. 

'l lie longltsh, who had recruited their strength 
timing his itb-cnre, tniperiendv ilenuimlial the 
provinces ut wliddi tl.cy had been dispossessed, 
.liter much come ration with his barons on rltis 
subject, it was agreed by Tunis, timt the pro¬ 
vinces id Limousin, Pcrignrd, and tterev, pho ubl 
be redid to Lngiantl, on miulitiuii that 1 1 miry 
a m 1 1 Ins descendants slmuid renounce every fmChur 
claim. 

d he attention of the French nation w as di¬ 
rected at tills period to t e cunijt'.esl of the two 
Sicilies, by Charles, count >d Vijoii, the younger 
hr.dlter ul Lotus. The cm, ernr Frrdeiic li. Hav¬ 
ing been excommunicated, a' deprived of bis 
Italian possessions, they vi'i oiler l to, p ,pe 
Urban IV. to any prince d Lu.ope . ,10 . uid 

undertake to punish Cuiuad, his in, lie Itis re¬ 
fractory conduct towards the see ul Koine. lie 
not only held the above possessions, without the. 
Consent of the pope, but attacked and ravaged 
l 2 ths 
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the papal territory. Charles took tip rhc rptarref 
of the church, and having slain Conrad, made a 
rapid conquest of Friuli, Cnlabria, and Sicily. 
He was checked in his career by Cnnradin, live 
snn of the. deceased, a youth aged sixteen years, 
who signalized his courage on several trying occa¬ 
sions. He was made prisoner by a stratagem, and 
publicly beheaded, by the order of Charles, in 
the city of Naples. It will be seen that his death 
was av enged, fourteen years after, by the massacre 
of the French at the famous Sicilian vespers. 

Louis, who was resolved on another crusadd, 
was well ph'ascd with the conquests made by bis 
brotlscr Charles, because they facilitated his entry 
into F.gypf, nnd from thence into Palestine. The 
preparations having been made, a council was 
assembled to deliberate on the spot of debarka¬ 
tion. The king nf Tunis had sent an ambassador 
fo Louis, to signify that he should have no objec¬ 
tion to rmbrace Christianity, provided he could 
be assured of live support of the French. Thi* 
was, however, merely a feint to which he re¬ 
sorted, to divert the forces of Sicily, under Charlts 
of Anjou, who meditated an attack on his domi¬ 
nions. The French army, bemg embarked on 
board Genoese and Venetian vessels, sailed to¬ 
wards Tunis, but found, en their arrival, the port 
shut, and the idolaters under arms. 

Knraged al this treachery, Louts forced his way 
into the port, and attacked Carthage, which was 
at that time a wretched town built on tbe ruins of 
the ancient city. The citadel was carried with¬ 
out Hity resistance, and the troops formed en¬ 
trenchments to wait for the arrival of the king of 
Sicily, with a supj ly of men and provisions. Tho 

resource* 
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resources of Louis’s army were nearly exhaust¬ 
ed ; anil while the ranks were daily thinned hv 
disease, the scorching heats, nr.d the want nf 
wholesome sustenance, the king nl' Tunis, hanked 
bv a powerful army, derided the impotent efforts 
■ uf his adversary. Alter a must dreadful ami 
agonizing suspense, Charles arrived, but without 
the expected reinforcements n,id supplies, which 
were still on their wav. The plague, which had 
marie great ravages among the troops, laid intro¬ 
duced itself into the royal tent ; and the king of 
'su'ilv came just in time to see his brother Louis 
perish from its attack. Tims terminuleii the 
seventh ami last of the crusade*, with the life of 
a monarch who possessed niiinv excellent t|iiali- 
I*s, and who, hail it not been tor Ins fanaticism, 
would have been a blcs-ing to his cminiry. 

Philip, sty led tlic llactly, succeeded his father 
Louis, whom he had nccuinpanini to Africa, and 
the miserable remains nf whose arm\ lie brought 
back to Trance. The coinnieiireuient nl Ins 
reign was marked by u disastrous event, the mas¬ 
sacre ot the Kiench in .Sicily. Peter 111 . king 
ot Arragon, hud espoused tlte sister of Com ailm, 
the youth who had lieen so inhumanly hutciiereil 
by the command of Charles, Tiic Arnt«in,ian 
inonarch considered Sicily as the patrimunv of 
ins wife; ami, being backed by the popp-itml the 
emperor of Constantinople, was ilele. iniiied in 
avenge, in the execution of l.i-- project, liv almie 
murder. Tor this purpose, lie einp nunl an in¬ 
triguing Italian nobleman, muneil Pioeiilo, who, 
in the disguise of a trial-, prepared the Sicilians 
fur a revolt, and bound them by a promise to 
L J luurier 
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murder all (lie French dwelling on the island; 
without any distinction of age or sex. 

p Easter Sunday was made choice of for 
j 2gr>' the execution of this bloody purpose. The 
vespers had no sooner commenced than 
the signal was given for the butchery, and in less 
than twohonrsall the French in Italy were put 
to death. The assassins did not even spare their 
own daughters who were pregnant by their ene¬ 
mies. Such was the hatred they entertt&ned 
Bgainst those whom ihry considered as the in¬ 
vaders of their country f Upwards of eight thou¬ 
sand males were massacred, without reckoning 
the females and children. In the mean time the 


king of Arragon, who was on the coast with a 
powerful fleet, was received with open arms dh 
his landing, and instantly crowned. By this 
sudden revolution the cruelty and tyranny of 
Charles met with an exemplary punishment. 

lie suddenly assembled his forces, and laid 
siege to Messina, before which place he ineffec¬ 
tually exhausted his means anil his strength. His 
son was made prisoner by the Arragonian mo¬ 
narch ; and this disastrous event had so lively an 
e/iect on him, that he died of grief. 

Philip, to avenge the murder of the French in 
Sicily, fitted out a fleet, and levied an army 
which penetrated into Catalonia, to attack the 
king of Arragon in his hereditary dominions. 
The troops were arcompanied by the pope’s le¬ 
gate, who commanded them to put to death in¬ 
discriminately the whole of lire inhabitants, as 
they had been excommunicated by the sovereign 
pontiff. Such was tha barbarity of the French 

soldiery. 
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soldiery, that, at the siege of Girona, they 
killed all those who had sought reiuge in tb* 
church, an asylum which had been hitherto con* 
stantly respected. 

The enterprise of Philip, which had assumed 
■jo menacing an aspect, was confined to tha 
fruitless capture of the above city. The hired 
vessels belonging to Genoa and Pisa had been im* 
prudently discharged ; andnhe enemy either sunk 
or captured what remained of the French naval 
armament. The troops which had been thrown 
into Girona were reduced to the greatest extremi¬ 
ties for the want of provisions. In short, the 
general failure of the expedition afflicted Philip 
so much, that he fell into a decay, of which he 
died at Perpignan. His character was totally 
the reverse of the surname of Hardy which he 
bore. His weakness made him the ready dupe of 
every artifice of his courtiers; mid he had not 
any predominant feature in his character, ex¬ 
cept (hat of an inordinate passion for amassing 
wealth. 

The interment of this monarch gave rise to a 
very singular and obstinate dispute. The monks 
of St. Denis would not allow the heart to be 
taken out of the body; while the Jacobins as¬ 
serted, that, conformably to the donation of his 
successor, they were entitled to keep the heart 
in their church. The doctors of the Sorbonn* 
referred the question to the pope ; and in the 
mean time the Jacobins, without waiting for his 
derision, took possession of the object of their 
wishes. 
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l > lulip the Hardy was the first of the sovereigns 
of France who bestowed patents of nubility on 
the wealthy citizens. A new class of aristocracy 
was thus introduced, which at length vied in 
■ splendour with the ancient possessors of the terri¬ 
torial properties. 

Philip IV. surntuned the Fair, ascended the 
throne at the aar ol seventeen years, lie had, 
on the preceding year,* espoused the rich heiress 
of t!ie king of Navarre, who was likewise count 
of Brie and Champaign. These states, being 
added to his own dominions, rendered him ex-* 
tremely formidable. 

During the first eight years of his reign, Franco 
was at peace. Edward 1 . of England, desirous 
to prevent every object of contention, paid a visit 
to the French territory, and did homage lor 
Guienne. The ardent vitality which had so long 
subsisted between the two nations appeared to 
have been subdued, when Philip, who was proud, 
haughty, and jealous, gave the signal for war 
on n most frivolous pretext. At Bayonne, an 
English sailor had killed, in a quarrel, a sailor 
belonging to Normandy. This was the sole 
pretext for un order issued by the French mo¬ 
narch, without any previous complaint or de¬ 
claration, to attack, seize, and -burn, the Eng¬ 
lish vessels. 

The English having retaliated, Philip cited the 
king of England to appear before the tribunal of 
the peers of France, to which the latter replied 
that he had an independent tribunal in London, 
capable of administering equal justice. The 
French sovereign still persisting to treat Edward, 

in 
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in hi* quality of duke of Guienne, as ft vassal of 
the crown; and the other as obstinately refusing 
to cross the seas, in obedience to so peremptory 
a mandate, war wai declared in form, anti the 
conquest of Guienne atchieved by the French. 

, Adolphus, king of the Romans, declared war 
■gainst Philip, by whom his ambassadors had 
been grossly insulted. This was the origin of a 
new league entered into against France, by Eng¬ 
land and Germany, aided by the duke of Bar, 
and the count of Flanders. In the prosecution 
of the contest which ensued, Philip was extremely 
successful. He triumphed over Edward and 
his allies, and conquered Flanders. At the in¬ 
stance, however, of Pope Boniface VIII. he was 
afterwards obliged to restore Lille, Douay, and 
Courtray, to the count of Flanders, and to con¬ 
clude a peace with England. It was likewise de¬ 
creed by the pope, that Edward, who had lost 
his queen in the course of the preceding year, 
should espouse the sister of Philip, who should 
at the same time bestow the hand of his daughter 
on Edward's eldest son. These marriages went 
accordingly solemnized. 

Pope Boniface next declared his wish that Philip 
should instantly set out with all the forces lie 
could assemble, to expel tlie Saracens from Syria 
and Palestine, The crusade, indeed, which was 
published by his holiness was universal, all the 
princes of Christendom being commanded to con¬ 
tribute towards the expedition, in men and 
money, in proportion to the extent of their states. 
The sums which were thus collected were lodged 
iu the coffers of the pope. Philip pleaded urgent 
business as a pretext for refusing to send an 
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firmy to the east: and Boniface, who Was aware 
of this refusal, pronounced a decree of excom¬ 
munication against him, declaring that his sub¬ 
jects were freed from their allegiance, ami that 
his dominions were the lawful property ol' any 
one who would take possession of them. 

Philip, in return, charged Boniface with be¬ 
ing an impostor, a heretic, and a simoniuc, ac¬ 
cusing him of every possible crime, and declaring 
that the see ot Rome was vacant, lie cons'c- 
([Uently appealed against the sentence which had 
been pronounced in the convocation of cardinals 
ELt Rome, referring his cause to a future assembly 
ov er which a legitimate pope should preside. A 
trusty agent, of the name of Nogaret, was dis¬ 
patched to Rome with this appeal, but with 
Secret orders to seize on the person of the pope; 
and to conduct him to Lyons, to the end that 
he might be tried by it general convocation of 
the stales. The most considerable personages bc- 
longing to the ecclesiastical territory were bought 
over;* and Nogaret was, on his arrival in Italy, 
supplied with troops by the families of the Cohm- 
nas who had been persecuted by Boniface. Be¬ 
ing accompanied by Scinrra Cuionna, Nogaret 
introduced himself into Agnani, in which place 
flic pope considered himself ninth safer than at 
Rome, where lie was not beloved. At day-break, 
the pupal palace, which was but weakly guarded, 
w as forced. On the first rumour of this attack, Bo¬ 
niface clad himself in his ecclesiastical mantle, 
and adorned his bead with bis tiara, seating himself 
on his throne, with the keys in one hand, and thd 
crosier in the other, the more effectually to 
ttw e his assailants. In this pasture he waited 

either' 
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either his triumph or his death, Sciarra struck 
him ill the face with his gantlet, at the same time 
^uit the soldiery attacked him by the grossest 
outrages, and the. most insolent language. The 
pontiff, who was perfectly calm, being at length 
pressed to abdicate the Papal throne, replied 
that he preferred death to this alternative. Thru 
bowing his head, he told the soldiers to strike. 

The enraged Sciarra wished to plunge his dag¬ 
ger in his breast, but Nogaret interceded, and 
protected his person from all further violence, 
lie was made to descend from his throne, and, 
having been divested of his pontilical ornaments, 
■was seated on a horse without saddle or bridle, 
with his lace tur n'd towards the tail. As it was 
not possible to conduct him in this way to Lyons, 
the conspirators deliberated nn the step it next 
behoved them to take. Some were of opinion 
that lie should be shut up in a dungeon to perish 
with hunger ; while others proposed that he 
should be decapitated, anil bis head sent t" BLilip. 
It was fortunate tor Boniface that the derision 
was put off until the following day. In the course 
id the night the inhabitants of Agnunij to the 
amount of six thousand, look up arms for Ins de¬ 
liverance, and struck such a panic in Nogaret’* 
troops, that they abandoned their prey. 

Being thus delivered from his merciless ene¬ 
mies, Boniface was safely e-corted to Rome, 
where lie had no sooner arrived, than he found 
that his palace had been plundered both by his 
enbmies and his pretended purtizans. As all ihe 
treasures of. the church had been colic, ted in 
this building, it contained immense riches, such 
as all the potentates of the earth could not have 
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assembled at the same time. This calamitous 
event produced a phrenzy which speedily termi¬ 
nated his existence. 

Philip had no sooner made his peace with the 
church, and thoroughly reconciled himself with, 
the successor of Boniface, Pope Clement V., than 
a revolt broke out among the Flemings, who 
had been cruelly oppressed by their governor, the 
euunt of St. Paul. The insurgents were headed 
by a weaver of Brussels, and had been wrought 
to such a pitch of exasperation, that they mas- 
sarre.d the French garrisons in every part of 
Flanders. They afterwards defeated, in a regu¬ 
lar combat, a French army commanded by the 
count d’Artois, whose imprudence and temerity 
were such, that the greater part of his cavalry 
were precipitated headlong into a canal having a 
muddy bottom, in which both men and horses 
perished. The Flemings made a bridge of their 
bodies, and charged the enemy's infantry, nearly 
the half of whom were slain. Upwards of tw enty 
thousand French, among whom were the counts 
of Artois and St. Paul, fell on that day : and 
four thousand pairs of gilt spurs were hung up iu 
the Flemish temples. 

The insidious offers made by Philip were re¬ 
jected by the Flemings, who persisted in their re¬ 
solution to throw off the French yuke. It re¬ 
quired an assemblage of all the forces of France 
to defeat them ; but their spirit was still unsub¬ 
dued. They revolted afterwards under Philip of 
Valois, and proved that, when the affections of a 
nation cannot be gained over, it is not"an easy 
task to reduce it to obedience. 

The religious and military order of the Knights 

Templars 
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Templars was at this epoch abolished in France. 
The motive which led Philip to this measure is 
(dated in the following manner. He had debased 
the current coin to such a degree, that the popu¬ 
lace of Paris had revolicd, and proceeded to 
the grossest outrages against his person. As the 
templars had neglected to quell this insurrection, 
he caused the grand master, and the whole of the. 
order, to be apprehended,on the same day, at 
well in Paris as in the provinces. Historian!! al¬ 
lege that he was prompted to this measure by 
his avarice, which had before induced him to de¬ 
base the current coins ot' his realm, the tem¬ 
plars possessing an immense property. The grand 
master, and the principal members of the order, 
were put to the torture, and afterwards exe¬ 
cuted. By this horrid cruelty Philip obtained 
possession of their wealth. 

Several leagues having been formed against 
him, and symptoms of revolt having manifested 
themselves iu every purt of his kingdom, Philip 
fell sick of grief, anil died at FonlainbWu. His 
death was, at the least, accounted for in this 
manner ; but suspicions were entertained that he 
was. assassinated hy the order of the bishop of 
Chalons, who bad set on foot the most formidable 
of the leagues. In the reign of this monarch, 
*hosc vindictive disposition could only be exceed¬ 
ed by his extreme avarice, the city of Lyons was 
muted to the French monarchy, and the inde¬ 
pendent Jsniss llepublic established. Three of 
the Cantons leagued agaiffst the emperor, who 
was their sovereign in quality of the duke of 
Austria, and, having opelled their merciless go- 
vol. xxtJi. m vcinor. 
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vernor, brought about the confederation which 
subsisted for nearly five centuries. 

Louis X., surnamed the Hiitin, succeeded te 
the throne, in right of his birth. His character 
was weak and irresolute, and it was therefore 
fortunate fur the subject, that he did not reign 
more than six months and a few days, lie had 
all the vices of youth, without possessing any of 
the virtues and amiable qualities which usually 
distinguish that period of life. 

'Ihe only remarkable political event of his 
short reign was, an unfortunate expedition he 
made to Flanders, in which his army, employed 
in the siege of one of the Flemish fortresses, be¬ 
ing left destitute of provisions and ammunition, 
was exposed to the mercy of the enemy, and in 
a manner exterminated. 

Louis, having heated himself in a tennis court, 
anil very imprudently swallowed large draughts 
of water cooled with ice, was suddenly cut off, 
leaving his second wife pregnant. On the re¬ 
ceipt of this intelligence, his brother l’hilip, who 
was then at Lyons, repaired to Paris, and having 
assembled the heads of the nation, demanded the 
government. It was enacted that he should hold 
it until the queen should be brought to bed. If 
she should be delivered of a male child, he was 
to have the regency ; but if uf a female, lie was 
lo be proclaimed king. 

A male child came into the world to defeat 
the hopes of Philip ; but this posthumous infant 
survived only live or six days. The regent was now 
piuclaimed king, under the title of Philip V., sur- 
uamed the Lung, lie v.as the first monarch of 

• the 
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\he third race who came to the throne ix a col- 
lateral lines On his accession he convened an as¬ 
sembly, in which an express law was enacted to 
exclude from the inheritance the princesses of the 
lilood. 

Philip made a traffic of civil liberty, which he 
bartered lor money to the bondsmen of the royal 
domains. These domains he declared to be un¬ 
alienable. lie likewise ijinrie a provision by 
Which the appanages, hitherto the property of the 
chi) Iren, were to be revertible to the crown, in 
default ul male issue, lie. persecuted the .lews, 
and, in general, all the foreigners who resided 
within his dominions, and refused to embrace 
Christianity. Many of them Ik'd ; and others 
were condemned to he burned. The Jewish wo¬ 
men threw their children into the flames in 
which their own bodies were to be consumed, to 
prevent them from being subjected to the baptis¬ 
mal ceremony. 

After a short rfign of five years, Philip died, 
and left behind him no other than female issuer 
whom he had disinherited by the support he gave 
to the Salic law. lie was succeeded by his 
younger brother, Charles IV. surnamed the Pair, 
a virtuous ami accomplished prince, who began 
by repressing the severities exercised by the in¬ 
ferior class of the nobility against their tenantry. 
Ur also brought to condign punishment the 
financiers, the greater part of whum were either 
from Lombardy or some oilier part of Ilalv ; for 
in those days the French disdained tlie-e em¬ 
ployments. The fruit of their nij me was conlis- 
aated ; and they were sent back to their own 
n g' country 
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country as poor am when they had quitted it, A* 
greatest punishment which could have been in¬ 
flicted on them. The mint muster, who was ml 
the same time receiver general of the crown, wiw 
put to death, in consequence of his refusal to 
reveal the spot in which lie had concealed the 
royal treasures he had appropriated to himself. 

The wise conduct of this prince, who knew 
how to take advantage of the existing circum¬ 
stances, secured peace to France, llis rigid pro¬ 
bity led him to attack vice in every direction, 
whatever might be the rank or dignity of the of¬ 
fender. He was himself a strict observer of the 
laws; and had no other ambition than that of 
governing his subjects with justice anil equity. 
Had not his career been so soon rhccked, lhpre 
is reason to presume that lie would have made 
great efforts to ensure their happiness, lie was, 
however, snatched off by an untimely death. What 
was said of him by his courtiers, was perhaps the 
highest compliment they could have paid him, that 
he was more of a philosopher than of a king. 


CHAP. 
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ciiap. iv. 

llerolt of the Flemings—Defeat of the French irt 
the memorable battle of Cncv by Edvard I 1 J. 
of England, and in that,of l J w( ires hi/ F.dvtartl 
the litack Prince—They are again defeated. at 
jJgincvurt by Henry V. of England. 

AT the time of I lie interregnum wliii.li followed 
■*' the death of Charles I\. \\liu tlirt not leave 
behind him any male issue, the nionurrhical go¬ 
vernment was nut as vet established, seeing that 
the principles nf obedience were not delined. 
'J'his could alone he brought about by the union 
of the great fids to the crown. They inerelv:tc j 
knowledge the monarch as lord paramount. 
Even the prnv inces which had been subjugated, 
arrogated to themselves a considerable number of 
privileges ; anil the dukes oh Cuicnne, Burgundy, 
and Britain’, in conjunction with the count of 
Elanners, deprived the throne of a part of its 
preponderance. It will shortly he seen how this 
order ol a flairs influenced the future destinies of 
li ante. 

The widow of Charles being pregnant at tlia 
time of his death, it became necessary to establish 
u regency, instead of proceeding immediately to 
elect a king, in the expectation of her producing 
a male heir to the throne. The question of who 
was to be regent lay between Edward III. of 
England, the eldest son of the sister of the de- 

H - J 
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Ceased monarch, and Philip of Valois, the eldest 
son of the .paternal unclcof the last three king?. 
The former founded his pretensions on the proxt-^ 
niity of his relationship; while the latter called 
to his aid the Salic law. Edward alleged that if 
th is law excluded females from the crown, it did 
not exclude the sons of princesses, and that con¬ 
sequently the nephew had a better title than the 
cousin german. This, reasoning was conclusive; 
but the invincible aversion entertained by tbe 
French to English domination, bestowed the re¬ 
gency on Philip of Valois. 

On the birth of the posthumous child, which 
was a female, lie was proclaimed king. He wa* 
surnamed the Fortunate, because he obtained tbe 
crown by the demise of three young sovereigns. 
The first act of his authority was to bring to 
trial llemy, the person who had had the adminis¬ 
tration of the treasury under Charles IV'. H« 
was tried, convicted of peculation, and hanged. 

He found infinite difficulty in reducing to obe¬ 
dience the Flemings, who marie unceasing strug¬ 
gles for their liberty. They were brought under 
subjection for a time; but Philip treated them 
with so much cruelty, that ten years after their 
fury became implacable. Their revolt was prin¬ 
cipally caused by the forced levies made on them 
by their count, who had, to their detriment, sign¬ 
ed private treaties with the king uf France. 

Philip formed the resolution of humiliating hi* 
rival and competitor Edward, whom he haughtily 
summoned to appear personally before him, to do 
homage for Guicnne, and the county of Ponthien. 
Edward, with the advice of his peers, proceeded 
to France as duke of Guicnne, but accompanied 
by a suite which announced all the pomp of 

ro\ altv. 
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royalty. He had studied the form of the homage 
he was to render, and expressed himself in terms 
.which did not commit his personal dignity. After 
this forced act of submission, the exaction of 
which inspired him with an inveterate hatred to 
Philip, he demanded justice of the states for the 
lands the king of Fiance had withheld from him 
since the war made in Guinnne byCharles of Va¬ 
lois, in which a part of the touchy had been wrested 
from him. lie meditated a plan which he pru¬ 
dently concealed, until he should find a meet op¬ 
portunity to humble Philip in his turn. He was not 
long in bringing over the Flemings lo his interest; 
and a brewer, named Arteville, became a more 
powerful ally to him, than the emperor Louis of Ba¬ 
varia, and five other princes whom lie had drawn 
into the league. Artc'ille had acquired over hi* 
countrymen the Flemings all the ascendency which 
courage, patriotism, eloquence, and successful en¬ 
terprise could bestow. 

In the mean time Philip created a new enemy 
in the person of Robert of Artois, the grandson 
of the count of Artois, who had been killed in 
the battle of Court ray. Robert was legitimate 
heir to the county of Artois, which Philip, not¬ 
withstanding, withheld from him, having bestow¬ 
ed it, from interested motives, on Matilda the 
aunt of Robert. The latter set off for London, 
and exposed his pretensions to Edward. 

The Flemings were at this time ripe for a re¬ 
volt, but entertained a scruple of conscience. 
They had promised in a late treaty to be faithful 
to the king of France. To overcome this diffi¬ 
culty, Robert of Artois persuaded Edward lo 
assume, without any ceremony, the title and arras 
•f Francei This was no sooner suggested than it 
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vas carried into effect ; am] a jttsti Prefatory nrra-* 
tifesto was published on the occasion. The no- 
gociations which followril being ineffectual,. Ed-, 
ward set off for Germany, and made an al¬ 
liance with the emperor, in whose dominions h« 
levied troops. 

A naval engagement followed, in which tho 
French were defeated with a dreadful loss. To 
save the further effusion of blood, Edward pro¬ 
posed to Philip that, as the war was rather -j. 
conflict between sovereign and sovereign, than 
between nation mid nation, the issue, should be 
tried by a single combat ; or, which would: 
perhaps he more agreeable to him, bv a hundred 
champions on each side. To this Phil.]) insolently 
replied that a lord paramount was not bound to 
accept a challenge trout his vassal. 

Edward was so afflicted at the death of Uohei'l 
of Artois, who was slain in tire naval cunflkt, that, 
he bound himself by an oath to ravage France, 
lie landed in Normandy, and having rapidlvr 
atdiieved the conquest of the greater jutrt ol that 
province, proceeded towards Flanders. Seeing 
with regret that his personal quarrel was the cans* 
of the destruction of so many men, he sent a 
second challenge to Philip, whose conremptuuitsr 
silence irritated him beyond measure, liming 
prosecuted bis route, w ith filteen or sixu en thou¬ 
sand prisoners who greatly embarrassed the pro¬ 
gress of bis army, he crossed the river Somme, 
and took possession of a Insight which commanded 
the village of Crrcv, become so celebrated by 
tbe. defeat ot tbe French hi ins'. 'Ibis ever me¬ 
morable battle cost the French thirty thousand 
soldiers, twelve hundred knights, anu eqffitv hau¬ 
lier*. 
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Jters. Philip, notwithstanding he bad been beaten, 
persisted in refusing to retreat; and was on the 
point of being marie prisoner by the English, 
when one of his noblemen seizttd the bridle of his 


horse, and forced him to withdraw from the 
field of battle. The effects of this victory, thus 
gloriously gained by Edward, were more drcadtul 
than the battle itself. He laid siege to Calais, 
anrl concerted his measures,so well, that his ad¬ 


versaries could not throw succours into the place. 
Nearly two thousand of the wretched inhabi¬ 
tants having been sent out by the garrison, to 
lessen the consumption of provisions, came to 
the camp of the brseigers. Edward gave to each 
of them a hearty meal and two shillings, provid¬ 
ing them a retreat for their future security. 

The French army had scarcely assembled before 
Calais, when the place was surrendered to the Eng¬ 
lish. Edward held this acquisition to be of so much 
Consequence, that he deemed himself- in posses¬ 
sion of the keys of France. The important post 
of Calais was in the possession of the English 
until 1558. Edward displayed so great a share 
of moderation in the midst of his conquests, 
which were extended to Britany and Guienne, 
where his arms were equally successful, that he 
consented to a truce with France. 


At the above lime a scourge still more ter¬ 
rible than war threatened the human species with 
an entire desolation. A general plague, sur¬ 
passing tn its horrors whatever besides the re¬ 
motest history can furnish, ravaged in the space 
of eighteen months every part of the known 
world. It broke out in the northern provinces of 
China; and, after having desolated Asia and 

Africa, 



FRANCE. 


120 

Africa, depopulated Europe. In its return, it 
swept off, hi the places through which it passed, 
two-thirds of the inhabitants. This calamity had 
been preceded by terrible earthquakes, which 
swallowed up whole cities. 

Philip died amid the general execration of hi# 
Subjects, ldc was rain, obstinate, and of a li¬ 
mited capacity. Even after lie had been beaten, 
he could not appreciate the merits of the adver¬ 
sary with whom he had to deal. In his arrogant 
presumption, he persuaded himself that he could 
muster events, fancying, them subordinate to hi# 
Courage, Edward taoerinu-ly called him the au¬ 
thor of the Unite law, because he took possessing 
of all the salt in Ins dominions, and sold it to' 
his subjects at his own price. 

- During this reign, Avignon was sol'd to the 
pope for a trifling cimipriisiitinii, by Jane ut 
Anjou, queen nt Naples, who had strangled her 
husband, and to whom the pope granted au 
asylum in the territory he had acquired by this 
purchase. T he province of Daupliire was ceded 
to Philip, oil condition that the eldest born son, 
the presumptive heir to the crown, should in fu¬ 
ture lie styled Dauphin, uud bear the arms ut the 
province. 

John 11., the son and successor of Philip, wai 
forty years of age when lie ascended the throne. 
He conceived the most violent projects; con¬ 
stantly refused to be governed bv the advice c? 
his statesmen; and possessed neither sagacity/ 
foresight, nor discernment, in the line of conduct 
he pursued. He commenced his reign by the 
assassination of the high constable, Raoul, count 
•f Eu, who wbb decapitated in his presence; 

w lthuut 
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*rithout being brought to a trial. Thp post of 
high constable, and the county inherited by the 
deceased, were bestowed on two of John’s la¬ 
bourites. This scandalous abuse of power excited 
so much alarm among the grandees, that they 
proceeded to open revolt, and chose for their 
leader Charles I. king of Navarre. 

The latter called on John to dismiss his favourite 
on whom he had bestowed the post of the deceased 
Ilaoui ; ami on his refusal, caused the newly- 
elected constable to be assassinated. He theu 
wrote to the grandees, and to the different cities 
of lTuiup, to say that he had resorted to this 
measure fur the public welfare, and to entreat 
them to be constantly united with him, so as to 
oblige the king to govern equitably, and con¬ 
formably to the laws. Un his side, John was 
nut remiss in his exertions, and deemed it expe¬ 
dient to have recourse to a stratagem, He ac< 
cordingly contrived, with the aid of the dauphin, 
who pretended to have been brought over to 
the adverse party, to sci^e on the person of the 
king of Navarre at a public entertainment tp 
which the latter had been invited. He next or¬ 
dered four of his particular friends, among 
whom was the duke of llarcuurt, to be put to 
death, and was himself present at their execu¬ 
tion. This act of cruelty rendered the revolt gee 
ncral, and kindled the flames of war between 
Trance and England. The brother of Charles uf 
Na vane, who was lodged inprison, and all the 
friends of Ins house, together with the relatives 
of the noblemen who had been executed, took 
tile held, and demanded succour of Normandy, 
as well as of the king uf England, to whom they 
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made a tender of several cities, to engage him t3 
break the truce he had made with the king of 1 
France. 

John disdainfully rejected the pacific offers of 
the prince uf Wales, who bad ten years before 
obtained so much renown at the battle of Crrcy; 
ami the result of his obstinacy was, that the fac¬ 
tions which had been set on font obtained over 
him a complete triumph. The battle of Poitiers 
followed, to shed an additional lustre on the arms 
of England. The black prince could bring into tbo 
field eight thousand men only, whom he had to - 
oppose to an army eighty thousand strong. He 
was pent up, near the city of Poitiers, in a very 
narrow spot, where, without risking the event of 
a battle, John might have reduced him to the 
alternative, either of surrendering, or of seeing 
his army perish through hunger. Such was, 
‘however, the impatience of the French monarch, 
that he attacked without regulating the order of 
the battle. Victory declared in favour of the 
small army of the prince of Wales, by whom 
John’s army was routed and dispersed, and him¬ 
self made prisoner. He was conducted to Bor¬ 
deaux, and from thence to London. A truce 
was shortly after consented to by the king of 
England, who displayed great moderation on this 
occasion, as he might unquestionably have mafic 
himself master of the whole of the French terri¬ 
tory, by a vigorous pursuit of the war. 

In the interim the king of Navarre, who had 
escaped from prison, acquired a powerful as¬ 
cendency over the states general, which had been 
convened after the captivity of John, and were 
presided by the dauphin in his new qualiry of 

lieutenant 
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lieutenant of the kingdom. The consequence 
was that, in these assemblies, the ministers by 
whom the public affairs had been conducted be-r 
fore the unfortunate event of the battle, of Poi¬ 
tiers, were tried and convicted, notwithstanding 
the dauphin made every possible effort to screen 
them from punishment. On the latter being de¬ 
clared regent, ho acted with so much firmness, 
that Charles of Navarre, after having thwarted him 
in every possible manner, has constrained to pro-! 
pose, to him terms of accommodation. 

John, who was wearied of his captivity, pro¬ 
posed to the English, that, on condition they 
would consent to his liberation, they should hold, 
in full sovereignty, Normandy, Saintonge, Poitou, 
tiuienne, Maine, .Anjou, Tourraine, the territory 
of Aunis, Perignrd, the Limosin, Pontbieu, and 
the Houlonnais, in addition to which they shoul4 
be paid four millions of crowns in specie. The 
provisions of this treaty, which had been ratified 
in London, the dauphin and the states general 
refused ro rmilirm, which irritated Edward so 
much, that he landed a powerful army in France, 
and ravaged several of the provinces. 

John returned to France', but shortly after set 
out for London, to engage Edward, as some his¬ 
torians pretend, iu a crusade which he had un¬ 
dertaken at the instigation of the king of Cyprus; 
Olliers assert that the motive of his visit was a 
passion he. had conceived, during his captivity, 
far the countess of Salisbury. This unfortunate 
monarch died two months after his arrival in the 
English capital. JJis body was conveyed to St. 
Dniis. 

Unless for the talents of his successor, Charles V. 

voc. xxni. n nurnainad 
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surnamcd the Wise, the French monarchy 
might have fallen under the yoke of English do¬ 
mination. On his accession to the throne, the war 
was recommenced against the king of Navarre, 
who again asserted his pretensions to Brie and 
‘Champaign. He was defeated by Bertrand dti 
Guesclin, a valiant commander on whom Charles 
bestowed an unlimited confidence. During the 
thirty preceding years the French had experienced 
no other than defeats: a more flattering prospect 
was now before them. 

Du Guesclin was next sent into Britany, at 
the head of a powerful army, to support the pre¬ 
tensions of Charles of Blois; and afterwards into 
Castile, to succour Don Henry, who had to dis¬ 
pute the crown of Ids ancestors with his brother 
Peter, surnamcd the Cruel. The latter having 
been taken under the protection of England, was 
so powerfully aided by the heroiral prince of 
Wales, that he was seated on tire throne, after the 
defeat of the army of his brother Henry, in a 
cuinba£in which Du Guesclin was made prisoner. 
His subjects were, however, so irritated by his 
haughtiness and inhumanity, that they recalled 
Don Henry, who had passed into France to im¬ 
plore the succour of Charles, By his aid Peter 
was defeated in the battle of Montiel ; Du Gues¬ 
clin was liberated from his captivity; and Dun 
Henry again seated on the throne, 

fie was not ungrateful to his benefactor, but 
formed an alliance with France, us soon as war 
had been declared against England. Charles, in 
the prosecution of this war, brought into the field 
five armies, the nest powerful of which was com¬ 
manded by his favourite Du Guesclin, whom he 

had 
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bad appointed constable of France. The con- 
qurst oi Guiennc was rapidly atchieved by the 1 
French arms, the career of which was, however, 
soon checked by the prince of Wales’s general, 
who, by a dextrous and well concerted march, 
suddenly found himselt before Paris, to which lur 
Paid siege. While before the place, the l.ngli-h 
sent heralds to defy Charles to come nut and 
meet them. Instead of acbepting their challenge, 
he opposed to tiieiu the army of Du Guesclin, 
who forced them to raise the siege. The latter 
prosecuted his enterprise'-, and expelled the 
English from Berry, Tourraine, and Anjou, of 
which they had already made themselves musters.: 
lie next recovered from them the Rovergue, Pe- 
rigord, and apart of the Limousin. 

Don Ilcnry, the ally of Charles, obtained m 
victory over the English fleet. As Edward had 
not a sufficient number of vessels to send prompt 
reinforcements into Poitou, Cuienne, and the 
territory of Aitnk, the prem'h general met with 
but little resistance. The English monarch ac¬ 
cordingly experienced tlie inconstancy of fortune, 
which forsook him both by sea and by land. His 
armies mi tlie French territory insensibly melted 
away, without being able to set on tuut any great 
military enterprises, 

The truce which intervened was followed by 
the death of the prince of Wales, and by that of 
bis father Edward, who survived him but a short 
time. Charles having now brought his projects 
to maturity, assailed the English in every direc¬ 
tion. He recovered from them fiy provinces, 
but failed in his attempt on liritany, by a preci¬ 
pitation which threw all the advantages into the 
N 2 seal* 
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scale of his adversaries. This monarch, wha 
possessed great vigour of mind, but whose con¬ 
stitution was extremely delicate, was suddenly 
carried off in his forty-seventh year. It will soon 
be perceived that his death was a great calamity 
to France. 

He was succeeded by Charles VI. styled the 
Well Beloved, whose minority was confided to his 
three uncles. Their Insatiable avarice, during, 
their short regency, was such, that the oppressed 
Parisians, as well as the inhabitants of Rouen, 
Troyes, and Orleans, broke out into open revolt. 
When the insurrections were quelled, they were 
made to pay very heavy contributions, which 
were seized wkh avidity by the regents, instead 
of being carried into the public treasury, for the 
benefit of the state. The necessary consequence 
was, that when arms were taken up against the 
English, the people were harrassed by new taxes, 
the weight of which indicated a general insure 
rection. 

The first campaign into which Charles entered 
was against the Flemings, headed by the son of 
Jacques d'Arteville, whose exploits have been 
already noticed- lie defeated them at the battle 
of Rosebeck ; and shortly after, by the advice 
of his council, turned his arms against Eng¬ 
land, than weakened by the civil wars In which 
Richard II. was involved with his subjects by his 
incapacity. * 

There had never been, on any former occa* 
sion, so greet a preparation of ships, men, and 
warlike machines, as were then destined for tbs 
invasion of England. All the vessels belonging 
to Flanders, Sweden, and Denmark, were either 
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purchased or hired for the expedition. This for-' 
midable fleet, which was fitted out in KIS0, con-' 
listed of one thousand, two hundred) and eighty- 
seven sail, of which sixty were ships of the 
line. In the centre wa^ a wooden city, having.a 
rliiiinetcr nf three, thousand paces, provided with 
towers and bastions, and constructed over boats 
fastened together. Jt was so contrived as to ha 
put together, sir faked rrtipieces, in the space of 
a day ; and was intended to furnish lodgings for 
the troops when they should be landed. Twenty 
thousand horsemen, twenty thousand cross-bow 
men, ami twenty thousand foot soldiers armed 
with halberts and hatchets, formed the army 
which was to be discinbucked. The French no¬ 
bility proceeded in great numbers to Flanders, to 
embark at the different ports, and share in the 
glory of the expedition. To the great surprise 
of Furope it tailed, having been encountered on 
its passage by a tempest which dispersed the 
.ships. The wreck of the wooden city was thrown 
by the waves on the F.nglish shore. 

Charles had a favourite, named Clisson. whose 
elevation tu the rank of constable of France 
gave so much offence to the grandees, that they 
fanned for his assassination a plot which wivt 
carried into effect as he quitted the palace. Hu 
received fifty wounds, neither of which proved 
mortal. The assassins fled into Britnny, where 
the plot had originated ; and were followed bv 
Charles, who was resolved cither to torn; the 
duke to deliver.tliem up, or to punish him hi case 
of a refusal. In crossing the forest of Mans, 1 st 
the head of his army, lie suddenly displayed 
symptoms of insanity, from which he was ngt 
N J well 
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well recovered, when an accident at a ball, given 
on the occasion of the birth of a princess, brought 
oil a relapse. 

During his insane state, the dukes of Burgundy 
and Berry resumed the reins of the government. 
Louis, duke of Orleans, brother to Charles, as¬ 
serted that the regency belonged by right to 
him -, but he was excluded by the duke of Bur¬ 
gundy on account of his youth. This was the 
ground of an inveterate hatred between tha 
houses of Orleans and Burgundy. Louis had the 
queen on his side, and intrigued so well that, 
while the Juke of Burgundy was absent on a jour¬ 
ney, he was declared sole regent. His degraded ad¬ 
versary did not long survive this event; but the 
duke of Orleans did not derive any advantage 
from his death. The son was still more ardent 
and politic than the father, and was resolved to 
assert his rights. 

The hatred which prevailed between the heads 
of the two factions was at length augmented to 
such a degree, that they did not scruple to ma¬ 
nifest publicly their hostile intentions. The duke 
of Orleans was detested by the people, and be¬ 
loved by the grandees; while the duke of Bur¬ 
gundy had captivated the good graces of the 
commonalty. On Sunday the kOth of Novem¬ 
ber, 1407, they had both of them been' present 
at the mass, and received the communion tu- 
gather, in additio^^p which they had sworn to 
be perfectly reconciled to each other, and to 
keep up a friendly intercourse. On the follow¬ 
ing Wednesday, the duke of Orleans, having 
quilted the queen's house in the evening! had not 
proceeded a hundred steps, when he wea-assae- 

sinated, 



FRANCE. 


M§ 

sinated, by the order of the duke cf Burgundy, 
by llaoul d’Ocquetonville, His widow died of 
gfief; but his sons were forced to sign, in the 
cathedral of Chartres, a reconciliation with the 
duke of Burgundy, who was proclaimed regent 
amid the acclamations of the people. 

After some years of struggle ami contention, 
between the contending factions, it was resolved, 
that the regency should Ije placed in the hands 
of the queen and dauphin, as the surest means 
of preventing open hostilities. The duke of Bur¬ 
gundy, on his dismissal, joined the English, wbo 
were arming both by sea and land, to attempt the 
invasion of France. They landed in Normandy, 
and were not long in recovering several of the 
strong holds of which they had been dispossessed. 
Having crossed the river Somme, without meet¬ 
ing with the smallest obstacle, they found tha 
French army drawn up in a plain near the village 
of Agincourt, or Azincourt: it was (here that 
the valorous Henry V, of England, with an army 
of fifteen thousand men, gave battle to nearly 
four times that number of the French, over .vhuiu 
he gained a most complete and decided victory. 
On that memorable day, ton thousand French 
were slain in the field. The loss was chiefly con¬ 
fined to persons of rank and consideration. It 
'was estimated that upwards of nine thousand 
knights or gentlemen fell, together with a hun¬ 
dred and twenty noblemen carrying hauliers. The 
dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, and the counts 
ol Eu and Vendome, were made prisoners. 'Ibe 
other prisoners amounted to fourteen thousand, 
being nearly equal, in point of numbers, to the 
fores which Henry brought into the field, 
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As it was apprehended that the duke of Bur¬ 
gundy, who was making forced inarches towards 
llie capital, would unite his hirers with those of 
England, the count of Armagnae was called on 
to ilelcml the kingdom, lie was appointed prime 
minister, and had the dignity of high constable 
conferred on him. lie was so haughty and in¬ 
dexible in his administration, that the people re¬ 
gretted the absence of the. duke of Burgundy. 
Ills abuse of authority was carried to such an. 
excess, that he at length became obnoxious to his 
own party, as well as to the queen, to whom he 
was indebted for his elevation. Being aware of 
tha intention of the latter to bring him. into dis¬ 
grace, he was resolved to anticipate her, foil 
which purpose he accused her, before the king, 
who had his lucid intervals, of maintaining a 
criminal intercourse wills Louis Bourdon, the 
grand masteruI her pfibice. Bourdon was strangled 
in the prison of tin (,'halelet ; and the queen im¬ 
prisoned at Tours, wiii'ii 1 sin- was strictly winch¬ 
ed. In her euptiiiu she wrote to the duke of 
■Burgundy, whose sULemii -die earnestly implnrrd. 
He was uIii .Ik lit to her call, anil published a 
iiiailifc-tn in winch lie h emntided that the regency 
should be la-lowed on her. calling on all the 
subjects ol Ihmice to unite their arms to hi-, and 
ll've the king ami the dauphin trim) the thraldom 
in whvli tin y were held by the counted Ar- 
inugnar. 

The quern having been delivered from her cap- 
tivnv, the duke pul himself at the head of -ixiy 
tl.ou-aml men, and was received with open arms 
.it Chmepaigii and Picardy, I'rcuu whence he pro¬ 
ceeded 10 lay siege to Baris, accompanied by lisa 
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queen- It was not necessary f#r him to invest 
the place, the gates of which were opened by the 
populace, who seised on the Armagnacs. and 
made them prisoners. Thu Uhl;, who was in a 
state of stupid insensibility, thanked both the 
■queen and the duke for their good cilices, pro¬ 
mising for the future to Le governed by their 
counsels. 

A report having been circulated in Paris that 
the Armagnacs were to be liberated, the populace 
proceeded to the Combeigerir, where they put 
to death the constable and all his adherents. 
They went from thence to the Chuteh-t, and mur¬ 
dered such of the bishops, presidents of parlia¬ 
ment, &e, as were favourable to the vanquished 
party, and had gone thither for protection. It 
was to be expected that the English, who had 
well founded pretensions in France, would take 
advantage of <his state of anarchy. They re- 
tul'hed to the French territory with ti full per¬ 
suasion that they would not meet with any 
resistance from the duke of Burgundy ; and con¬ 
quered the whole of Normandy. 'Their ra;Tl 
progress at length equally alarmed the two lec¬ 
tions, the one headed by the dauphin, who ‘a led 
himself Urgent, the other by tin- queen an i (tube, 
oh. Burgundy, by whom a council had lir a 
established tor the direction of pui ! alfai >. 
Negociutions were accordingly entered into '•,;h 
Henry V. of England, whose demand-' li-iuted 
by his victorious exploits, were so extraing mt, 
that they inspired universal terror ami alarm. 
11 God,” said he, “ ha» taken me by die liand, and 
“ conducted me hither. 'There is no longer any 
** king in France, where anarchy and disorder 

11 prevail. 
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“ prevail. It therefore belongs to me to govern, 
11 tinrl to save a slate which totters on the brink 
“ of ruin." 

The dauphin ami the duke of 1 Inr<zunily had 
an interview, and embraced cat'll otlu r at the 
head of llndr respective armies, promising to unite 
in the expulsion of the common enemy. The 
assassination, however, of the duke of Orleans by 
the latter was not forgotten by the partisans 
of the dauphin. A second interview having been- 
agreed on, on the bridge of Montcrcau, to remove 
every cause of future contention, die duke had 
no sooner bowed bis knee to do homage to the 
dauphin, than he was surrounded by a band of 
noblemen who had been attached to the deceased 
duke of Orleans, and put to death. The queen, 
who entertained a mortal hatred to her sun, 
was so incensed at this murder, that she per¬ 
suaded Charles to disinherit hint, and to tender 
the crown of Trance to Henry of England, on- 
condition that he would espouse the princess Ca¬ 
therine. The offer was accepted, and a treaty 
entered into, by which, on the death of Charles, 
tlic property of t£te kingdom was to devolve to 
llenry and his heirs for ever, lie was in the in¬ 
ti rim declared regent. With respeet to the 
dauphin, the son of the duke of Burgundy de¬ 
manded that lie should be brought to trial for 
having commanded the assassination of his lather. 
On liis refusing to obey tiie mandate of the 
council, which was u-wmbled at Troyes, it was 
declared that be shoubl be banished for ever from 
the kingdom, the assassination of John, duke of 
Burgundy, having rendered him unworthy to 
iu cured to the crown. 


A kiml 
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A .kind of interregnum followed the death 
Jlenry, which happened at Vincennes in the 
thirty-eighth year ui' his age, ami that of Charles, 
who survived him only two months. At length 
the infant son of Henry was proclaimed King of 
England and France ; and the duke of lledfnrd 
appointed regent of the latter kingdom timing his 
minority. 

Cards were invented in .the reign of'Charles \T. 
to amuse that monarch, Aid to relieve him from 
the melancholy which followed the alienation of 
Ins mind. 

There were at this time two competitors for 
the crown i>f lYa-nre, Charles VIE, son of the 
.deceased numa-nli, My led by the English, l>v 
way of derision, the King of lluurges, the place 
of his residence, and ljcnry VI. of England. 
The former owed his re-establishment to llie 
•throne of lii 3 ancestors, to live real and valour of 
■his generals, and to the neglect ot the duke of 
lleillni'd, the regtnl ti»r Henrv, by whom lie was 
allowed to augment at his leisure a party which, 
at his lather* death, had been very inconsi¬ 
derable. The tlforgs of 'this jtarty were at first 
uncertain ; a-nd Charles would lut\ e been irreco¬ 
verably lost, had not a misunderstanding arisen 
between the English geneials and I’lulip, the new 
dulie of llurgundv. The dt.ke nf lied ford had 
proceeded to England, to quell a popular ilouri 
tion. After several i.u'iuw do .ibh- actions, the 
siege of Orleans was unile: ta.tc.i. 

This memorable siege was to lec ; le tlie f" 
the. French rnonarchv. The t.l tack end '■ 
fence were made with equaSUh 1 ■ 1 

a'uis, better know n under ij.e naun i-i to 
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of Orleans, performed prodigies of val®ur: not¬ 
withstanding which the besieged was about to sur¬ 
render the place, when a sudden and unexpected 
event occurred to revive the ardour of the 
French. A young country girl, named Joan d’Arc, 
presented herself to the pouncil of Charles, who 
lr.J himself, in his despair, fled the evening bc- 
i' to Dauphine, to s.ay that Gorl had, in a re- 
'< ation, apprized her that the royal troops would 
la enabled to sustain the siege, and force the 
enemy to retire, Struck with equal surprise and 
Adiniruti: n at the heroiral conduct she displayed, 
the council granted her the sword she requested; 
and by this sword she swore, that in her hand it 
should be fatal to the English, whom she would 
drive from the kingdom, to instore it to its lawful 
inheritor. 

At the head of the. French troops she fulfilled 
iho promise she had made. She was mutinied on 
a white palliey, and displayed on her banner the 
image of our blessed Saviour. '1 hus arrayed, 
she sallied forth into the field, and, having obliged 
the English to raise the siege of Orleans, led on 
the troops of franco to further conquests. The 
hopes of the nation were raised, as if by a mi¬ 
racle. Rhein.s opened its gates ; and while the 
English were dispersed in every direction, Charles 
extended his conquests to the banks of the Sirinr. 
lie. was frowned in the above city, Joan of Arc 
being present at the ceremony, ciad in martial ar¬ 
ray, and lidding iu her uplifted hand her vic¬ 
torious sword. 

As a recompenee for these important services, 
she was ennobled by Charles, together with the 
whole of her family, and their heirs and de¬ 
scendants. 
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scendants. The nobility dirl not refuse to receive 
into their body the humble female domestic of a 
tavern keeper; an incontestible proof of the 
just celebrity of her exploits. Having been af¬ 
terwards wounded in defending Compiegnc, which, 
was besieged by the duke of Orleans, she was 
made prisoner in a sortie, and sold to the English, 
for ten thousand livres. She was bv them tried 
at Rouen for sorcery, a^d condemned to be 
burned. After this sentence, which reflects an 
eternal disgrace on the judges of the. secular tri¬ 
bunal by whom she was tried, she leaped cou¬ 
rageously from the battlements of the tower in 
which she was confined. She was bruised and 
lacerated by her fall. The cries w hich her suffer¬ 
ings extorted from her gave the alarm to her 
guards, who watched her more strictly than ever. 
When led to execution, she shed tears. To pro¬ 
long her tortures, a scaffolding of plaster had 
been contrived, with so great an elevation, that 
the. flames required a considerable time to pe¬ 
netrate to her body, which was gradually con¬ 
sumed. 

The subsequent union of the duke of Burgundy 
with Charles, was a fatal blow to the English, 
who received another check by the sudden death 
of the duke of Bedford. The body of this great 
ami virtuous nobleman, who had governed France, 
with so much wisdom and moderation, that he 
was equally beloved by the French as by his own 
countrymen, was conveyed to Rouen, and inter¬ 
red, with princely ceremony, in a magnificent 
tomb. 

The aspect|of affairs became suddenly changed. 
It was of litt e avail that Henry VI, wa« pom 

vox.. XXII i. O p.'J.'; 
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pously crowned in Paris : the provinces fell, one 
alter the other, into the hands of the French, 
whose successes were due to the exploits of Foix, 
Dunois, Armagnac, Montmorency, Trimouille, 
and several other distinguished generals, Charles 
was not an idle spectator ot these events. lie 
gained in person the battle of Formigny ; and 
shortly after the capital fell into his hands. 

In his southern dominions his career was 
checked by the valour uud skill of Talbot, an 
illustrious English w arrior, who perished in battle 
at the, age of eighty years. The death of this 
Leroical character, and the fatal disputes in 
England between the houses of York and Lan¬ 
caster, at length placed the whole of the French 
monarchy, with the exception of Calais, under 
the dominion of Charles, who was oil that ac¬ 
count surnamed the Fortunate. 

In the midst of his conquests he was harrassed 
by the refractory conduct of his sun, who’ at 
length broke out into open revolt, and levied a 
powerful army in Daupliine, his appanage, lie 
endeavoured to surprise several places in the vi¬ 
cinity of that province, while the father was 
employed in the conquest of Normandy and 
Guienne. lie had next the temerity to demand 
the title of the duke of Normandy for his infant 
son. Having failed in his attempt to bring over 
to his side the duke of Burgundy, his atrocity 
of character suggested to him the idea of cut¬ 
ting oft his father by poison. Charles, who was 
made acquainted witlr this unnatural plot against 
his life, was reined with so terrible a panic, that 
for live or six days he refused all 'sustenance. 
When he was at length prevailed uu by his second 

son, 
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son, the duke of Berry, to take a small portion 
of aliment, it was tbo late. Nature refused her 
office j and the apprehension of perishing by 
ipoison, caused him to fall a victim to hunger, 
juch was the end of Charles, styled the Fortu¬ 
nate and Victorious! 

In his reign the discovery of printing was 
made, in the year 1440, The first book which 
was printed was a folio bible, the characters of 
yvhich were a nice imitation of writing. They 
were engraven on a plate; and the moveable 
types were not invented until two years alter. 

The pragmatic sanction originated about the 
same time, in a general assembly of the clergy 
and nobility, representing the Gallicau church, 
held at Bruges, to re-establish the ecclesiastical 
discipline. Its aim was to check the despotism 
of the popes, and to follow the traces of the 
primitive church. The superiority of the con¬ 
vocations, or assemblies of the clergy, over the 
see of Home, formed the basis of the regulations 
which were then established. 


CHAPTER V. 

Civil war.! between the Catholics and Protestants — 
The detestable massacre of St, Bartholomew — 
JVars of the league, 

/"XN the death of his father, which he had himself 
indirectly occasioned, Louis XI. commenced 
his detestable reign. As his conscience apprised 
him of the hatred he had inspired, he solicited the 
o 2 duke 
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duke of Burgundy to escort him to Paris, with 
an army calculated for his protection. On his 
arrival he governed France as if it had been a 
conquered territory. lie dismissed the members 
of the different administrations; levied troops 
unnecessarily; persecuted the nobility; augment¬ 
ed the established imposts; and levied others 
unconstitutionally, without consulting the states 
of the kingdom. He, had scarcely reigned a 
month, when discontents broke out in every part 
of the French territory. 

His first political project was to bumble his 
ancient protector, the duke of Burgundy, and 
the count of Charolois, his son, who had afforded 
him an asylum against the just indignation of the 
deceased monarch, his father. While he had to 
oppose the united forces of the dukes of Bur¬ 
gundy and Britany, the count of Charolois form¬ 
ed an alliance with the discontented princes and 
grandees, whose numbers were very considerable; 
and at length gained over Charles, duke of Berry, 
the king's only brother, who was irritated at the 
entrenchments Louis had made in his establish- 
ment. A manifesto was speedily published by the 
malcontents, whose party was denominated the 
league of general welfare. 

The confederated army was soon augmented to 
a hundred thousand men, and had the wishes of 
the nation on its side. It was sufficiently power¬ 
ful to redress the grievances complained of; but 
the. multitude of the generals by whom it was 
led, counteracted the vigour of the operations. 
The battles which ensued were not decisive, the 
loss being equal on either side, and each of the 
parties claiming the victory. After the combat 
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of Monllhcry, in the course of which the terror 
was so great, that many of the runaways be¬ 
longing to each of the armies, travelled upwards 
of forty leagues without taking any repose, an¬ 
nouncing every where on their route that the day 
was lost, the king passed into Normandy, to pre¬ 
vent, by his presence, the insurrection of that 
important province. Having learned, during his 
absence, that Paris was on the eve of surrender¬ 
ing to the duke of Berry’ who had assumed the 
title of the regent of the kingdom, he hastened 
back, but not without apprehensions that the 
Parisians would refuse him entrance, la the case 
of hading the gates of the capital barred against 
him, it was his resolution to withdraw into Italy, 
ami seek the protection of the duke of Milan. 
They were, however, opened, on the condition, 
extorted front him by the inhabitants, that "lie 
should govern for the future by a council uf 
eighteen persons to be appointed by the citizens. 

His principal aim was to dissolve the confede¬ 
racy, whatever sacrifices he might be obliged to 
make. lie accordingly repaired to Conflans, 
where the princes were assembled, and made 
overtures of peace. By the treaty which follow¬ 
ed, and which he was so anxious to sign, fliat 
lie granted to several more than (hey demanded, 
his brother had the flourishing duchy of Nor¬ 
mandy for an appanage. The expend s wlifth 
the duke of Britany had incurred in carrying on 
the war were to be defrayed by Louis ; and the 
count of Cbarolois was put in possession of 
Ponthieu and the Boulonnois. The favourite of 
the latter was appointed constable of France. 
The,other malcontents were re-established in the 
o 3 properties 
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-properties of which they had been dispossessed. 
It' was afterwards stipulated that twelve prelates, 
twelve knights, and twelve commoners, to be ap¬ 
pointed by tjie clergy, the nobility, and the peo¬ 
ple, should assemble to deliberate on the acts 
of the government, and that the king should be 
obliged to conform to their opinion. This was 
the last article of the treaty, and on its being 
signed the league was dissolved. 

Jt was not to he expected that Louis would 
long conform to stipulations which were so galling 
to his pride, lie began by attacking the weakest 
party, and marched a powerful army into Nor¬ 
mandy, of which he dispossessed his brother, who 
retired into Britany, meditating revenge. The 
death of the duke of Burgundy afforded Louis 
an opportunity to attack his son and successor, 
whom he mortally haled. On this occasion ho 
was drawn into a snare by his confident, the 
cardinal of Balue, who treacherously engaged 
him to proceed to Pcroime, and hold a confer¬ 
ence with his adversary. lie went thither with¬ 
out an escort, in full confidence that his person 
would be considered as sacred and inviolable ; 
but was made prisoner, and forced to sign the 
treaty of 1‘eronne, which put his brother in pos¬ 
session of Champaign e.nd Brie. The latter was 
soon after taken off bv poison ; and not the 
smallest doubt was entertained but that Louis 
was the author of this atrocious deed. 

The young duke of Burgundy was so incensed 
at this event, that he carried the war into France, 
and sacrificed to the manes of bis deceased 
friend, a great number of innocent victims, whu 
had to forfeit with then lives the crime of their 
’ sovereign. 
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' sovereign. The English, who were still in pos¬ 
session ol Calais, having been brought over to 
the duke's interest, penetrated into the heart of 
the French territory, but were checked in their 
victorious career by the apathy of their monarch, 
Edward IV., who preferred a treaty of peace 
to the glory of foreign conquests. Th@ enter¬ 
prising Burgundian, deserted as he was by his 
ally, did not desist from his purposes, but formed 
the resolution of purchasing Provence, and of 
seizing on Lorraine,'at one and the same time, 
to the end that he might, by the union of these 
two provinces to his hereditary states, be enabled 
to pass from one sea to another, without demand¬ 
ing a passage. He was not deficient in the auda¬ 
city requisite to the execution of this splendid 
project; but, as if to justify the appellation he 
had acquired of Charles the Rcn/t, he was so im- 
_ prudent as to attack the Swiss, by whom he was 
defeated, in the course of the same year, 1476', 
in the combats of Grandson and Murat, He af¬ 
terwards turned his arms against the duke of 
Lorraine, who had aided the Swiss in defeating 
him, and was killed, jby the treachery of ail 
Italian oflicer, in an action before Nancy, to 
which place he had laid siege. 

Louis had been long troubled with attacks of 
epilepsy, which became more violent and alarm¬ 
ing as he advanced further in years, lie was at 
length a prey to all the horrors of a guilty con¬ 
science, and immured himself in the chateau of 
Plessis-les-Tours, surrounded by guards. In this 
•fortress, which he had chosen as his retreat, he 
laboured Under constant apprehensions of the 
z revolt 
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revolt of his subjects, whom he had most cruelly 
persecuted. Death at length relieved him from 
the complicated sufferings of guilt ajid supersti¬ 
tion. To convey an idea of his sanguinary cha¬ 
racter, it will suffice to quote the following fact: 
When he pronounced sentence of death on the 
duke of Nemours, he ordered that his infant 
children should be placed beneath the scutlblcj, 
to be sprinkled by the lilood which gushed from 
the, body of their patent. Such an instance of 
refined cruelty, and cold barbarity, dispenses us 
from saying any thing further of this scourge of 
the human race, who was, notwithstanding, the 
first of the kings of France on whom the title of 
Ilis Most Christian Majesty was conferred. 

His successor, Charles VIII., was in his ma¬ 
jority when he ascended the throne, having en¬ 
tered on his fourteenth year: it was therefore 
declared, in an assembly of the states, that the. 
kingdom was nut in need of a regent ; and that 
the conduct of the royal person should he con¬ 
fided to Anne of France, the king’s sister, and 
wife uf Peter of Bourbon, lord of lieuujeu. This 
decision was highly displeasing to the duke of 
Orleans, who aspired to the regency; and laid 
the foundation 01 discords which separated the 
court into two distinct factions. 

The duke of liritany having died without male 
issue, the rich heiress, his daughter, was sought 
by all the unmarried princes of Europe. She had 
already been betrothed to the archduke Maxi¬ 
milian ; but, by ill l* iiillueiR’e of the duke of Or¬ 
leans, a marriage was brought about between 
fit is princess and the young king, who had been 

, bpfute 
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before contracted to the daughter of fhe king of 
the Romans. A double dispensation was thus re¬ 
quired from the pope. 

This marriage, which excited the astonishment 
of all Europe, gave so much displeasure to the 
archduke, that he implored the succour of Spain 
and England, in carrying on a war against 
Charles. His troops having been defeated, the 
English withdrew the forcas they had landed at 
.Cglais for the invasion of France. 

The favourite project of Charles was the con¬ 
quest of Naples, on which he was obstinately 
bent, as if the territory of France had been of 
little or no value, when compared with the pos¬ 
session of a part of Italy, which boasted a more 
genial climate. To remove every obstacle which 
lay in the way, he terminated the war with the 
neighbouring princes, and, to secure their neu¬ 
trality, made to them the most important con¬ 
cessions. To the king of Castillo he ceded the 
counties of Roussillon and Cerdnigne ; and aban¬ 
doned to the archduke Maximilian, whose wife he 
had taken, the counties of Burgundy, Artois, 
and Churolois. 

The king of Naples was no sooner apprized of 
his intention, than he offered to do homage to 
Charles, and to pay him an annual tribute of fifty 
thousand crowns. This proposition was haughtily 
rejected; and the French army crossed the Alps, 
but with such insufficient means for the payment 
of the troops, that their leader was under the 
necessity of pledging the jewels and trinkets of 
th'e duchess of Savoy and marchioness of Mont- 
ferrat, to raise the sum of twenty-four thousand 

ducats. 
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ducats. The great advantage of the.French, 
>vhen they penetrated into the kingdom of Naples, 
resided in their powerful train of artillery. They 
were not obliged to undertake any siege, ngr to 
combat their enemy in the field; and such was 
the terror their appearance excited, that the 
greater part of the cities sent a deputation to 
Charles with the keys. On this occasion pope 
Alexander VI. wittily observed, “ that the 
“ French had come, like quarter-masters, with 
<£ the carbine beneath the arm, and chalk in the 
“ hand, to mark out their lodgings.’’ 

The inhabitants of Florence declared in favour 
of the Flench, and, in their revolt, proscribed the 
Medici, whose property was confiscated, and their 
statues broken. Every part of Italy was panic 
struck ; and Charles made his triumphant entry 
into Rome, without encountering the smallest op¬ 
position. The pope, who had secretly favoured.botli 
the emperor Maximilian and the king of Naples, 
took shelter in the castle of St. Angelo. To 
make his peace with Charles, he was reduced to 
the necessity of ceding four of the cities of the 
ecclesiastical state. 

When the French monarch was yet at the distance 
of fifty leagues from the Neapolitan territory, the 
dastardly king of Naples surrendered his pos¬ 
sessions to his eldest son, and retired to Sicily, 
where he died six months after. The son fol¬ 
lowed the cowardly example of the father, and 
betook himself to flight as soon as the French 
presented themselves to force the outer entrench¬ 
ments of the capital. Charles was crowned king 
of Naples in the month of February 1495 i and, 

having 
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having assumed the pompous title of king of Con¬ 
stantinople, wore the Imperial ornaments during 
the ceremony. 

While the French felt themselves secure in 
Italy, where they treated the inhabitants of the 
subjugated territory with the utmost rigour, a 
league, of which the pope was the principal in¬ 
stigator, was formed against them at Venice. All 
toe princes of Italy were secretly united against 
Charles, who adopted, when it became necessary 
for lnm to defend himself aeainst them, the most 
vicious plan he could possibly have devised. 
He divided his troops, instead of keeping them 
in a collective body ; and the result was that the 
French were driven, not only out of the kingdom 
of Naples, but of every part of Italy. The king 
of Arragon contributed essentially to their de¬ 
feat. 

Charles, on his return to France, could not be 
prevailed on to abandon bis favourite idea of the 
conquest of Italy. He levied a new army, and 
made the most expensive preparations to effect 
the passage of the Alps. He was, however, 
thwarted in his intention by cardinal Briponnet, 
who had been gained over by the pope ; and by 
the duke of Orleans, by whum the command of 
the army was declined. The latter perceiving 
that file health of the king, who had led a very 
intemperate life, was visibly on the decline, was 
resolved not to quit the capital, and thus risk the 
loss of the succession. He was not wrong in his. 
i conjectures relative to the approaching dissolution 
of Charles, who was cut off in his twenty-eighth 
year. The "direct line of I’hilip of Valois ter¬ 
minated with this monarch, Anne of Britany 

had 
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had borne him four children, all of whom died 
in their infancy; and the succession fell to his 
cousin, the duke of Orleans. In this reign the 
discovery of America was made by Columbus, 

Louis XII. styled the Father of the People, 
was the grandson of the duke of Orleans, who 
had been assassinated by the, duke of Burgundy, 
and great grandson of Charles V'. of France. He 
was thirty-six years of age when he ascended the 
throne. He suppressed a multitude of imposts, 
and took the most effectual measures to render 
his subjects happy and contented, lie was fre¬ 
quently heard to say, that a good shepherd could 
not take too much pains to fatten his flock. 

After having regulated the internal affairs of 
his kingdom by the wisest and most beneficent 
administration, Louis became the dupe of his 
allies, who prevailed on him In attempt the 
conquest of Genoa, Naples, and Milan. He was 
successful at the commencement of his opera¬ 
tions against Italy ; but their issue was as unfor¬ 
tunate as that of the enterprises of his predeces¬ 
sor. He was involved in a great number of 
treaties, which were so many snares, contrived to 
entrap him by the treachery of the Italians. He 
hud besides the want of address to irritate the 
Swiss against him, instead of making them his 
friends. In his war against the Spaniards he was 
equally unsuccessful. Ilis army was defeated ; 
and his fleet of observation, which was stationed 
oil' the coast of Catalonia, driven into port. 

The widow of Charles VIII. had retired to 
Britany, her inheritance, a possession which it 
was of importance to Louis to obtain. He had 
long entertained a passion for Anne of Britany ; 

Rltrl 



and policy now blended itself with his love, lie 
accordingly procured a divorce with his queen, 
the daughter of Louis XL, and contracted the 
alliance lie so ardently desired. The new queen 
obtained over him an entire, ascendency. Her 
destiny was somewhat singular ; after having es¬ 
poused two kings, and having been in a man¬ 
ner divorced from Maximilian of Austria, she 
ascended the throne a second time, by the depo¬ 
sition of a princess, the daughter of a king of 
France, She died, after having, by her impor¬ 
tunities, done considerable injury to the affairs 
of Italy:. She considered the war carried on 
against the pope as impious and sacrilegious, 
since, according to her principles, an attack on 
the sovereign pontiff could trot be justified by any 
circumstance. She accordingly counteracted the 
military operations, am! destroyed in the coun¬ 
cils whatever Louis accomplished by the success 
of his arms. 

Henry VHI. of England, the head of the con¬ 
federacy against Louis, had not only declared 
in favour of the emperor, but had waged a suc¬ 
cessful war on the French territory. He suddenly 
broke with his allies, and having made his peace 
with the French monarch, bestowed on him the 
hand of his sister, who had been long betrothed 
to the archduke Charles. This marriage was as 
extraordinary as the preceding one. 

In the midst of his preparations to recover the 
losses he had sustained in Italy, Louis died uni¬ 
versally regretted. The lamentable exclamation 
of the good lung is dead was heard on every side ; 
and the memorable edict of 1499, >*> which lie 
enjoined that the law should be constantly 

vol. x.vi ii. P adhere^ 
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adhered to, notwithstanding the contrary orders 
which importunity might chance to extort from 
the sovereign^ ought to have been engraven on 
his tomb. 

During his reign the quantity of circulating 
money was so much augmented by the Indian 
discoveries, that the rents of territorial proper¬ 
ties were augmented in a ratio of eight or nine to 
one. On this account* the nobility deemed them¬ 
selves so rich, that their expences became in¬ 
ordinate, and obliged them finally to dispose of 
their lands. Their extravagance in horses ami 
clogs was unbounded ; and this induced Louis to 
observe, “ that the greater part of the noblemen 
“ in his kingdom were, likeAcieun, and ALdcrus, 
the favourite of Hercules, literally devoured 
“ by their dogs and horses.” 

As soon as it was ascertained that the queen, 
the widow of Louis XII. was not pregnant (for 
this precaution was indispensable.) Francis, count 
of Angouleme, the first prince of the blood, sud¬ 
denly assumed the title of king. 

Francis I. possessed several amiable and bril¬ 
liant qualities, but had a strong propensity for 
military exploits, and was encouraged in this 
ruling passion by the courtiers who surrounded 
his throne. His predecessor had formally re¬ 
nounced to duchy of Milan; but as Francis 
was the great grandson of a certain Valentine, 
duke of Milan, his relationship furnished him the 
pretext of undertaking its conquest. 

Pope Leo X. bail entered into a league with 
the emperor to prevent the entrance ol the 
French into the Milanese territory; and, on 
their side, the Swiss had seized on the different 
* pass i s 
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passes of the Alps. The French array passed, 
however, by a road which a peasant discovered 
to the king. The Swiss were so much enraged 
at their eluding their vigilant research, that they 
pursued them into the Milanese territory, where 
they gave them battle. The combat was dread¬ 
ful. Tins French artillery, which had been 
dragged across the mountains with incredible la¬ 
bour, made a prodigious slaughter of the Swiss 
troops, whole files of whofh it swept away, so as 
to enable the French cavalry to charge and break 
their ranks with facility. The Swiss general, ob¬ 
serving the terror and desolation spread among 
them, gave orders for the retreat, and left fifteen 
thousand dead in the field of battle. In this ac¬ 
tion Francis fought as a. soldier, not as a sove¬ 
reign ; and liis example, inspired the troops with 
an enthusiastic fury which contributed not a 
little to the victory they gained. Being thus put 
in entire possession of the Milanese territory, 
Francis made his solemn entry into the ca¬ 
pital, in which he caused a parliament to be 
assembled. 

lie was on the point of returning to France, 
when Pope Leo X. demanded to have an inter¬ 
view with him at Bologna. The result of the 
conference was, that a concordat was substituted 
to the pragmatic sanction; and the pope tints gain¬ 
ed, for the ecclesiastical state, a year's income of 
each of the benefices conferred in France. Francis 
next purchased, at an extravagant price, an al¬ 
liance with the Swiss, who engaged never to 
serve the enemies of the French monarchy. As 
they had given manifest proofs of their valour, 
and occupied besides the defiles which led to 
r 2 Italy, 
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Italy, it was considered that such an alliance 
could not be too dearly bought. 

While Francis I. justly considered himself as 
the most powerful sovereign of Europe, he was 
not long in finding a rival in the person of 
Charles V. who hail just ascended the throne of 
Spain. The emperor Maximilian being deceased, 
they both asserted their pretensions to the em¬ 
pire. Charles having the German princes on his 
side, was elected emperor; a decision which ope¬ 
rated so powerfully on Francis, that his jealousy 
was suddenly converted into a personal animosity 
which caused seas of blond to flow, in a war that 
lasted more than thirty-eight years. 

It was the endeavour of Francis to bring over 
to his side Henry VIII. of England, but the 
latter declared his intention to remain neuter. 
WMle he maintained, however, an equilibrium 
between the two powers, he reserved to himself 
the right of making cither of the scales of the 
balance preponderate at his pleasure. He is ac¬ 
cordingly represented on a medal, holding a paif 
of scales in the right hand, and a weight in the 
left. 

The hostilities began in Navarre; but the seat 
of the war was afterwards carried into Flanders 
by the Imperialists, who laid siege to Mouzon. 
The emperor having learned that Francis had 
reached the bank of the Scheldt, advanced to 
dispute with him the passage of that river ; but 
finding himself anticipated, abandoned his army, 
which might have been easily defeated by his 
rival, bad he not been destitute of the pecu¬ 
niary resources necessary to the vigorous prose¬ 
cution of his enterprises. 


Pod* 
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Pope Leo X. leagued with the emperor to 
drive the French out of Italy, and was, by treaty, 
to take possession of Parma and Piacenza. 11 is 
policy, conjointly with the magnitude of the re¬ 
sources of the Imperialists, and the death of the 
valorous Bayard, whose exploits have acquired 
so high a celebrity, proved fatal to the cause 
of the French, whose subsequent disasters, on 
the Italian territory, ni«v likewise be ascribed to 
the persecution of the constable of Bourbon by 
the queen mother. That accomplished general 
quitted France, and took the command of the 
armies of Charles V. 

Francis having enclosed the army commanded 
by Antonio he Leve in Padua, to which place lie 
laid siege, fancied he hail nothing Further to 
dread. F!e therefore divided his forces, and hav¬ 
ing sent a body of ten ihnusund men to Naples, and 
another reinforcement ol four thousand men to Ge¬ 
noa, disdained to fiutily himself in his entrench¬ 
ments. The Imperialists assembled their troops, 
and offered him battle, 11 is unprepared state was 
such, that his generals revniiiffii ailed to him to 
retTeat ; but he resolved to face the enemy. The 
battle, which terminated in the entire defeat of 
the ITend], was fought tm the 2-Fth of February, 
Jj25, ami resemble;!, In its catastrophe, those 
W'fin by the English at Poitiers ami Agincourt. 
Twenty-five thousand French were slain, and 
Francis himself made prisoner. Fie had the. mor¬ 
tification to find himself the raptiie of one of 
his subjects, of the very constable whom he hail, 
as well as the queen dowager, treated with so 
much hauteur. 

Having been conducted to Madrid, the em¬ 
peror refused to see him, on pretence that the in- 
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tervicvv would be embarrassing to both the 
•parties. Francis was so much hnr‘ by this re- 
I'usal, that he fell dangerously sick. In Ins despair 
lie delivered to his sister, the duchess of Alenron, 
who had come to Madrid to Visit hint, an act of 
rcnunciatiun by which lie reded the cruwn to the 
dauphin, exhorting his himily and hi subjects 
to consider him as one no longer in existence. Jn 
the mean time the parliament took the necessary 
measures for the senility of Paris, and, by the 
firmness it displayed, diminished the consterna¬ 
tion into which I'rancc bad been thrown by the 
captivity of the monarch. 

Europe was at length alarmed bv the aggran¬ 
dizement of Charles, whose ambition having no 
longer any check or counterpoise, miolit have 
forged fetters for all the surrounding nations. A 
league was in consequence formed in favour of 
the captive sovereign ; and ro this confederacy 
England gave her support. Charles was thus in 
a manner forced to liberate his prisoner, from 
whom he exacted the following harsh conditions: 
Burgundy was to be ceded to him in full sove¬ 
reignty ; Francis was to renounce his claims on 
Milan, Naples, and Genoa ; was to re-establish 
the constable of Bourbon in his possessions, 
charges, and dignities; aud to pay besides two 
millions of crowns as his ransom. For the due 
performance of these conditions Ins sons were 
to be delivered up as hostages ; and he was him¬ 
self to return to his imprisonment, if he should 
be unable to keep his word. 

It was impossible that such a treaty cmld be 
carried into effect. F'rancis, on his return to 
bis own kingdom, assembled the states general, 

wb» 
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who freed him from his promises by a declara¬ 
tion that he was not authorized to alienate the 
royal domains. The states of Burgundy refused 
to pass under a foreign domination ; and the avi¬ 
dity of Charles V. was baffled, as a punish¬ 
ment to him for having exceeded the limits of 
moderation. By a strange infatuation, however, 
the two sons of Francis were delivered up to the 
Spaniards. ■ 

Charles now'turned hi' arms against the pope, 
who had entered into the league. Rome was sacked 
by the Imperialists, whose ferocity could only bo 
compared to that of the Huns and Visigoths,under 
Attila and Alaric. Neither the inhabitants, nor 
the fine monuments of the genius of Raphael 
and Michael Angelo, were spared. The pope was 
made prisoner; and Charles the Fifth declared 
Francis responsible for the disasters to which Italy 
was a prey. 

The bond of union was now more closely ce¬ 
mented between Iv gland and France, hut without 
intimidating the pnwerlul Charles, who resolved 
on the invasion of the latter kingdom. lie inun¬ 
dated Provence with fifty thousand men, and laid 
siege to Marseilles and Arles. The defensive 
operations were so successfully carried on by the 
Marechal de Montmorency, whose troo|&%ere 
constantly on foot to intercept the supplies of 
provisions destined for the enemy, that the Im¬ 
perial troops were overcome by famine. Charles 
returned sorrowfully into ItnU, after having lost 
the one half of his army, cut olf by diseases 
und privations. On his passage by sea to Spain 
he was overtaken by a tempest which dispersed 
bis fleet. 


While 
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While these events were passing, the eldest 
son of' Francis was taken oft' by poison at Madrid. 
This crime was ascribed to Catherine of Medicis, 
the wife of the duke of Orleans, who, by the 
death of the dauphin of France, became heir to 
the throne. 

Pope Paul III. with difficulty brought about a 
reconciliation betw een Charles V. and Francis I. 
who agreed to n truer/ft ten years. During this 
truce the inhabitants of Ghent revolted against 
the despotism of Charles, and were desirous to 
put themselves under the protection of tiis rival, 
to whom they made a tender of the Netherlands, 
’Fiiis offer was rejected by Francis. The emperor, 
deeming his presence neressary to quell the in¬ 
surrection, demanding a passage through France, 
and on its being grunted, paid a visit to the 
monarch who http been his prisoner, anil whom 
he might have held captive during life. During 
his stay in France he promised to bestow the 
duchy of Milan on one of the infants of France; 
but this promise lie forgot on his return to Spain. 

It is unnecessary to follow him in his other at¬ 
tempts at universal domination, in all ol which 
he failed. To return therefore to Francis, who 
had exhausted his kingdom by thirty years of 
warfare, he at length signed at Crespy a definitive 
treaty uf peace with his formidable adversary, 
lie. survived this treaty only two years. He was 
a zealous patron trf learning, and founded in the 
capital the college of France, which subsists to 
this day, 

llis son, Henry II., succeeded tn the. throne. 
He became the slave of the duchess of Valcn- 
tinuis, who had been the mistress of Francis, and 
P'bo, notwithstanding situ was forty years of age, 

succeeded 
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succeeded in captivating the young prince. From 
the moment .she acquired a thorough ascendency 
over him, he ceased to display either character 
or genius, or, indeed, to have any will of his 
own. His imhenllity inspired two factions with 
a desire to wield the sceptre. At the head of one 
of them was the constable of France, who was 
opposed by the still more formidable party of 
the Guises. It was impossible for this weak mo¬ 
narch to prevent the elevation of the house of 
Lorraine. Francis of Lorraine, duke of Guise, 
had formed a very close connection with the 
duchess of Valentinois, who was too politic to 
oppose him in his ambitious projects. He was 
considered as the savioui* of the state, having 
obliged the powerful Charles V". to raise the, siege 
of Metz, and protected the kingdom against a 
very formidable invasion. Me had assumed the 
title of lieutenant-general of the kingdom. But 
'.vhat contributed most effectually to his credit 
and glory, was the capture of Calais from the 
F.nglish in 1557. The siege of that place had, in 
134-7, hern prosecuted for eleven months by the 
valorous Edward III. of Englunil, after the battle 
of Cressy ; but the duke recovered it in eight 
days, to the surprise of all Europe, and made 
amends, by this rapid conquest, for the defeat of 
the French in a battle before St. Quentin. 

Surh was at length the ascendency of the fac¬ 
tion of the Guises, that it overawed both the 
monarch and the nation. It is true that the 
duchess of Valentinois, the patroness of this fac¬ 
tion, had rendered herself odious by the perse¬ 
cution of the calvinists and protestants in ge¬ 
neral. 
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ner&l, whose property was confiscated to her use. 
By these acts of cruelty and oppression, she 
evinced that her feigned affection for her sovereign 
was put on to gratify her unbounded cupidity. 
She engaged him in several wars which lie might 

i mve avoided. In the league against the emperor 
Charles V. his generals did so great an injury 
to the cause he had embraced, by their mutual 
jealousies and animosities, that the struggle be¬ 
came ruinous to France. He was finally obliged 
to sign treaties of a most disadvantageous nature. 
By the peace which was concluded at Cumbray 
lie ceded a considerable number of fortresses to 
the Spaniards, and consented to restore Calais 
to the English at tint expiration of eight years. 
The last article of the treaty contained the pro¬ 
visions that the daughter of Henry should espouse 
Philip II. th e son of the emperor Charles V.; 
and Margaret, his sister, the duke of Savoy. 
No other step lie could have taken would have 
been equally injurious to the French monarchy 
as these alliances, which were to lie ascribed to 
the influence of the duke of Guise, arid Henry’s 
mistress, the duchess of Yalentinuis. 

The death of this monarch was owing to an 
accident which belel him in the celebration of 
the above nuptials, lie had commanded a tour¬ 
nament, in the course of which lie was desirous 
to amuse the ladies, by a tilt between himself and 
the count of Montguininery, who was esteemed 
the most dexterous justlev of Ins time. In their 
rencounter both their lances were broken, and 
the count thrown from his horse. In his fall, the 
broken trunk of the spear, still remaining in his 

hand, 
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hatid, struck the monarch’s right eye, anil pro¬ 
duced so violent a contusion as to terminate his 
existence. 

Francis II., his successor, ascended the throne 
at rite age of sixteen years. As his youth rendered 
■him incapable of governing, and as he was be¬ 
sides of a very delicate constitution, the duke of 
Guise, and his brother, the cardinal of Lorraine, 
took upon them to govern*in his name. Their 
party was joined by Catherine of Medicis, the 
cjucen dowager, who had been declared regent ail 
interim. It was, however, her intention to break 
with the Guises, whenever she should find a meet 
opportunity, audio take the reins of the govern¬ 
ment into her own hands. 

The party of the calvinists. wearied with the 
persecutions they had so long endured, came to 
a resolution to devute their liw.s to the delence 
of their liberties. The conspirators formed n 
powerful and numerous body, in which the catho.^ 
lies who were dissatisfied with the government, 
enrolled themselves. They were secretly abetted 
by the prince of Conde, brother to the king of 
Navarre ; and were headed by an enterprising 
individual named Renaudie, who had visited 
England, after having travelled through every 
part of-France, and had collected a considerable 
body of troops. 

They were confident of success. The calvi¬ 
nist noblemen were to present a petition to the 
king, praying for liberty of conscience, and per¬ 
mission to build temples. On his refusal, of 
which they were fully assured, several bodies of 
protestants, led by intrepid commanders, were to 
appear in arms, for the purpose of seizing on tha 

citv. 
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city. This being effected, they were to put 
to death the princes of the house of Lorraine, 
and to force the king to appoint the prince of 
Conde, who had for that purpose repaired to 
court, his lieutenant-general. The plot was dis¬ 
covered by one of those accidents which human 
foresight cannot guard against. The Guises dis¬ 
played neither timidity nor moderation. Without 
being terrified by th^ very considerable numbers 
of the conspirators, who were to rendezvous 
at Ambrose, they resolved to put the -whole of 
them to death. The unfortunate protostants fell 
into their own snare: in proportion as they 
reached their destination by different routes, a 
part of them were cut in pieces, and others hung 
10 the battlements of the chateau of Amboise. 
To the distance of a circumference of four leagues 
all those who were fallen in with were put to 
death, until at length, ttl slum the horror of too 
great a carnage, those who still remained alive 
were drowned in the Loire, which was covered 
with dead bodies. 

The Guises were not yet satisfied with the ven¬ 
geance they had inflicted; butwere resolved to ac¬ 
complish the ruin of the prince of Conde, and of 
the king of Navarre, his brother. The former hav¬ 
ing, however, obtained an audience with thy king, 
justified himself with so much fervour e.nd elo¬ 
quence, that his enemy, the duke ot Guise, was 
finally compelled to acknowledge his innocence. 

An extraordinary assembly having been con¬ 
vened, to concert the means of preventing thu 
civil war with which the nation was threatened by 
the religious persecutions, the celebrated admiral 
de Coligny presented a petition from the cal¬ 
vinists 
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yinists, demanding liberty of conscience. He 
assured bis majesty, with tears in bis eyes, that 
there were, in the different provinces, two hun¬ 
dred thousand of these unfortunate individuals 
ready to sign the petition. It was decreed in 
the assembly, that such only of the prolestants as 
should be convicted of violence or sedition, 
should be capitally punished. 

The states general being afterwards assembled 
at OVleans, the prince of Conde, and the cardinal 
de Bourbon, were cited to appear, to answer to 
the old accusation of their having,been concern¬ 
ed in the conspiracy of Amboise. The former had 
no sooner saluted the king, than he was ar¬ 
rested. llis implacable enemy, the duke of Guise, 
had him tried, not by his peers, conformably to 
the law, but by a commission composed of five 
of h is own creatures, who sentenced him to be 
beheaded. The sudden death of the king, which 
happened a few dojs before the sentence was 19 
have been carried into execution, intervened to 
protect his person from all further outrage. 

Charles IX., the younger brother of the de¬ 
ceased monarch, being a minor, the regency was 
bestowed on his mother, the haughty Catherine 
of Medicis. It was disputed by the king of Na¬ 
varre, who was obliged to content himself with 
the tide of lieutenant general of the kingdom. 
The first act of the queen mother was to liberate 
the prince of Conde, who was completely ab¬ 
solved from the crime which had been alleged 
against him. 

■ Hie calvinists, who were still protected by all 
die influence of admiral Coligny r had increased 
prodigiously in their numbers. Tha progress 

> OL. xxax. q their 
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their doctrines had made was such, that if thrv 
had advanced a step further, Calvinism would 
have been the predominant religion in France. 
The sovereign authority was forced to yield to die 
circumstances; and at the conferences which en¬ 
sued under the name of the colloquy of Puisxy, 
those who had hitherto reviled each other as 
papists and hugonots, were at full liberty to pro¬ 
pound and defend their,profession of faith. The 
young king, accompanied by the queen mother, 
and the whole of the court, attended at these 
conferences. The celebrated reformer Theodore 
de Beza defended the cause of the protestants, 
and was answered by the cardinal of Lorraine, 
whose discourse was so highly applauded, that 
the king and all his courtiers bound themselves 
by a promise to defend Catholicism with all the 
power which had been delegated to them by the 
Divinity. The protestants, instead of being dis¬ 
heartened by the result of the colloquy of Poissy, 
became more determined than ever, and exacted 
from the court a promise that they should be in¬ 
dulged in the public exercise of their religion. 

In the interim Philip II., who was justly styled 
the Demon of the South, manifested his indig¬ 
nation on the subject of the above conferences, 
and wrote to the queen mother, to say that, as 
she had abandoned the cause of religion, it be¬ 
came his duty to succour the kingdom, anti the 
catholics, for which purpose he was preparing to 
send troops into France, in the. name of th* 
sovereign, her son, to exterminate the heretics. 
This was his ostensible purpose ; but Philip had 
formed a secret league with the triumvirate, with 
a view to' th* subjugation of the Netherlands. 
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,1’he triumvirate, as it was called, consisted of 
the duke of Guise, the constable Montmorency, 
and the inarechal de St. Andre, who governed the 
kingdom under the authority of the queen mother, 
and of the king of Navarre. 

The prince of Cor.de, and admiral Colony, the 
heads of the protestant league, could find no 
other resource than that of a civil war. They 
took up arms ; and on this signal the dormant en¬ 
thusiasm of the refonners’was rekindled, not only 
in France, but in Germany and the northern ter¬ 
ritories, The confederation afforded them im¬ 
mense resources, with which they prepared to 
defend the, liberty of conscience so scandalously 
violated by their adversaries. The conflict which 
followed was more than a civil war : it was a 
religious warfare, accompanied by an exaspera¬ 
tion which denied all mercy to the victims on 
either side. It would be painful to record the 
atrocities which were committed, as well by th*» 
baron des Adrets, by whom the protestants were 
headed, as by the fanatic Montluc, who com¬ 
manded the catholics. The battle of Dreux, 
which was gained by the latter, after having been 
most obstinately disputed, afforded but a weak 
consolation in its issue to Catherine of Medicis, 
the queen-mother, as she plainly perceived that 
the crafty Philip, who fomented the intestine di¬ 
visions, was desirous to turn them to his advan¬ 
tage by the invasion of the French territory. 

The assassination of the duke of Guise, the 
secret agent of Philip, afforded her an opportunity 
10 hold out terms of accommodation to the pro- 
lestants. She accordingly published the edict of 
kmboisc, which produced a temporary recou¬ 
rs 5 riliatinn. 
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ciliation. Having become, however, in the se¬ 
quel, a zealous catholic, she was engaged by the 
sanguinary duke d’Albe, the minister of Philip II., 
to engage in a new persecution of the hugonots. 
Her intentions were divined by the prince of 
Conde and admiral Coligny, who, on perceiving 
that six thousand Swiss mercenaries, in the pay 
of the queen mother, had penetrated into the 
kingdom, while tho duke d'Albe was at the head 
of an army on the frontiers of Champaign, sud¬ 
denly formed the hazardous enterprise of seizing 
on the person of the king. Having failed in this 
project, the prince of Conde laid siege to Paris, 
where the famine became at length so dreadful, 
that the inhabitants forced the constable Mont¬ 
morency to assemble his forces, and face the 
enemy. 

^ The battle which ensued was fought in 

j the plain of St. Denis. There was a pro¬ 
digious inequality between the two ar¬ 
mies, that of the catholics being composed of 
twelve thousand infantry, between two and three 
thousand cavalry, and fourteen pieces of ord¬ 
nance ; while the protestants, who were the as¬ 
sailants, were without artillery, and could bring 
into the field eighteen hundred infantry only, with 
twelve hundred horsemen. The latter fought 
with all the enthusiasm which religious persecu¬ 
tion could inspire, but were at length overpowered 
by the numbers of their adversaries. The con¬ 
stable Montmorency was mortally wounded in 
this conflict. 

, A new treaty of peace was signdd with the pro- 1 
testants; but it lasted only six months. During 
that interval even secret orders were sent into the 

provinces 
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■provinces to put to death the hugonots, moro 
than two thousand of whom were the victims of 
this cruel and mistaken policy. They sought a 
refuge in Rochelle, one of the four cities which 
had been assigned to them for their security ; and 
thither tiie queen of Navarre retired with her son 
and daughter. Tin: queen of England. Elizabeth, 
She protectress of the puny, transmitted to them 
large sums of money, together with guns and am¬ 
munition. As the. court had openiy violated the 
edict of pacilicution, the. civil war was rekindled 
a third lime. The royal army was confided to 
tlic duke of Anjou, hmthcr to the king, who 
had been created lieutenant general at the age 
of fifteen years, lie was as impatient to sig¬ 
nalize himself, as Ins adversaries were desirous 
to prolong the war, by shunning a rencounter 
\vith Ins forces, lie, however, forced the prince 
nf Cotide to an action, which was fought at 
Jarnuc in The prince, had had his kg' 

fractured, immediately before the action, by a 
fall from his horse; but as soon us lie was told that 
the royalists had charged, lie rushed, wounded 
as he was, into the midst of the combatants. 
This courageous effort augmented the intrepidity 
of his troops, who were, however, overpowered 
by the number cT their adversaries. Their leader 
was made prisoner, and assassinated by a baron 
de Montesquieu, captain of the royal guards. 

The place of the prince of Conde was supplied 
hv Ilenry, prince of Bearn, who afterwards be¬ 
came llcnry IV. of France. He was declared 
chief of the league, which was joined by great 
numbers of p'rotestants from every part of Eu¬ 
rope, The effort* of the brave Coligny, to bring 
q o new 
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new armies into the field, were unabated, nnu 
gave so much alarm to the court, that a reward 
of fifty thousand crowns were offered to any one 
■who would undertake to assassinate him. He 
defied equally the power and the menaces of 
royal authority ; but by an inconceivable fatality, 
lost another battle, that of Moncontour. This 
was the fourth defeat of his party, which he ral¬ 
lied afterwards with so much success, that the 
court was induced to hold out to the protestants 
the conditions of a third pacification, which 
turned nut in the event to be equally treacherous 
with the preceding ones. To this treaty the he¬ 
roic admiral was with difficulty made to assent. 

The massacre of St. Bartholomew, which had 
been concerted at the conferences held at Bayonne 
between Charles IX. the vindictive Catherine of 
Medicis, and the ferocious duke d’Albc in 15f»5, 
^speedily followed the pacification. Coligny, who 
had been prevailed on to visit Paris, was the first 
victimof this massacre, which took place, not only 
in Paris, but throughout the provinces, on St. Bar¬ 
tholomew's day, in the ycar_ 1572 - He had been 
previously wounded by a hired assassin, named 
Maurevel, in quitting the palace of the Louvre, 
and was confined to his bed by his wounds, when 
the duke of Guise, followed by his satellites, 
broke open the door of his apartment. After 
he had been immolated to the vengeance, of these 
insatiate monsters, his head was carried to the 
queen mother, who caused it to be embalmed, 
and sent to Rome. 

In the general massacre of the protestants, the 
catholic priests united thcmsrlvcs with the. sol¬ 
diers, to direct tin carnage. The murderers 

were 
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were known to each other bv the sign of thecross. 
They spared neither the aged ami infirm, nor the 
women and children; and, in their blind fury, 
put many catholics to death. The king placed 
himself at a window to contemplate the butchery, 
and reiterated his orders that not a protestant 
should be spared. Several of these unfortunate 
victims had beset the gates of the Louvre, to im¬ 
plore mercy ; and on theje Charles and his bro¬ 
ther fired from a balcony. His guards exercised 
barbarities of every description with a ferocious 
delight. The massacre continued during seven 
successive days, as well in Paris as in the princi¬ 
pal cities of France, more particularly at Weaux, 
Troyes, Rouen, Bourges, Lyons, and 'Fhoulouse. 
The life of the young prince of Conde, who 
had followed the footsteps of his father, and that 
of the king of Navarre, were spared. 

By these atrocities a fourth civil war was en¬ 
gendered. The protestants who had escaped th? 
butchery in the more distant parts of the king¬ 
dom, suddenly quitted their concealments, and 
possessed themselves of several fortified places. 
Three formidable armies were sent against the re¬ 
volted, without being able to subdue them. 
The siege of Sanccrre was rendered memorable 
by the resistance of its inhabitants, two thousand 
of whom perished by famine, rather than sur¬ 
render. That of Rochelle was still more remark¬ 
able ; thirty-five thousand balls were fired by 
the assailants, who tried nine great assaults, and 
twenty others of less importance. Such was the 
obstinacy of the besieged, that the duke of Anjou 
was forced to accept of two conditions, the first 
vf which imported that he was not to enter the 

city, 
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city, and the second, that all the edicts made in 
favour of the protestants should be again con¬ 
tinued, Even to this capitulation the protestants 
of Quercy, Languedoc, and Provence, were 
averse, and filled that city, as well as the other 
places in their possession, with troops. They de¬ 
manded of the king that they should he allowed 
to keep garrisons in these places, for their own 
security. Such was the opinion entertained by 
the court of the extent oj their resources, that 
this request was complied with. 

A third party, made up of turbulent and dis¬ 
contented spirits, was suddenly formed, and 
united itself with the protestants. Its aim 
was to destroy the ascendency of the Guises, 
whose authority was almost unlimited, and to re¬ 
form the state. This party was to be headed by 
the duke of Alt-neon, the king’s brother; nut 
the conspiracy leaving been discovered, two of its 
principal abettors were decapitated. It had, how¬ 
ever, the effect of strengthening the cause ot the 
protestants, who again had recourse to arms. 

Amid these commotions, the election ot the duke 
of Anjou to the crown of Poland gave a new 
aspect to affairs, and delivered the persecuted 
protestants from one of their most implacable 
enemies. Charles, who viewed him with a jealous 
eye, was not displeased with the departure of his 
brother, who was, on the other hand, so huip 
gratified by the new dignity conferred on bin, 
that it was with diliiculty he could prevail on 
himself to quit France. His departure sensibly 
effected Catherine of Medicis, the queen mother, 
by wlu'in he was beloved to idolatry. 

Charles IX., whose health had beoH Ions' on 
2 the 
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I’.ie decline, was attacked by a very singular dis¬ 
ease. The blood oozed from the pores of the 
skin ; and before the crisis he fell into violent 
paroxysms of phrenzy. In this state he lingered 
during seven or eight months. lie died at the 
age of twenty-four years, without male issue, 
after having declared Catherine of Medicis re¬ 
gent, until the return of the king of Poland, his 
brothe.r and successor. His disposition was na¬ 
turally vicious, and was rendered still more co 
by his mother, who left no expedient untried to 
corrupt his youth, and to render his character 
obdurate. Whenever there was any particular 
execution at the Place de Greve in Paris, sha 
never neglected to conduct him thither, to ac¬ 
custom him to scenes of bloodshed. 

Henry III,, by which title he was proclaimed 
in Paris, had spent only four months in Poland* 
where he had conceived a violent disgust for the 
national usages. Instead of waiting the convo-* 
catio/l of the states, which ought to have con¬ 
sented to his departure, he was no sooner ap¬ 
prized of his brother’s death, than he formed the 
resolution to betake himself to flight. On his 
route tu France, he was so terrified by the im¬ 
pression made by the massacre of St. Bartholo¬ 
mew, of which he had been one of the prin¬ 
cipal authors, that he sedulously avoided the 
protestant states of Germany. He made a con¬ 
siderable stay at Venice, where he gave loose to 
every debauchery ; while the Poles were indig¬ 
nant at the desertion of a monarch, whom they 
hud elected and invited to their territory. 

The protestants were become extremely pow¬ 
erful, by the accession of the discontented sub¬ 
jects 
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jects they had gained over to their side. Their 
leader, the young prince of Comic, displayed 
great firmness of character; and the king of Na¬ 
varre retracted the oath of abjuration which 
had been extorted from him. In short, the league 
of the Netherlands, the succours afforded by the 
elector palatine, and an army of upwards of 
thirty thousand men opposed to the royal forces, 
excited so sudden and violent an alarm in the 
ceurt, and in the breast of the queen mother, 
that very advantageous terms were held oat to 
the protestants, by whom they were accepted, 
notwithstanding the preceding treaties had been 
'so scandalously violated. The duke of Alencon, the 
king’s younger brother, who had been drawn into 
the league, received, in addition to his appanage, 
the provinces of Berry, Anjou, and Maine. The. 
king of Navarre had a pension granted him. T^ 
the prince of Comic was assigned the city of Pe- 
• ronne, together with the government of the. rest 
of Picardy. The protestants were allowed eight 
places of security; temples for their worship; 
cemeteries apart from those of the catholics; 
money for the payment of their troops ; and the 
privileges and franchises of the other citizens. 

The tranquillity which ensued was not of long 
continuance. The catholics became jealous of 
the ascendency the protestants had acquired, and 
formed a new league, which was headed by the 
princes of the house ol' Guise, abetted by the 
pope, and by the king of Spain. All the edicts 
which had been published in favour of the pro¬ 
testants were revoked ; and the king of Navarre, 
the lawful heir of the crown, excluded from the 
succession, The protestants formed a counter 

league, 
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league, and published a manifesto tending to 
nrove that the Guises merely took up arms to de« 
pose the king, and possess themselves of the 
crown. It was thus that France suddenly be¬ 
came a prey to nine armies, which, however 
.their interests might clash, had been engendered 
by the civil war. 

•The command of the principal catholic army 
was confided to the duke of .Joycuse, the favourite 
of Henry III. ; and that of the protestants was 
headed by the king of Navarre. The latter was 
attacked in his encampment; but the veteran 
troops lie commanded found little difficulty in 
defeating the royalists, who lost their colours, 
baggage, guns, Sec. Their commander, the duke 
of Joyeuse, was slain. After this action, the 
king of Navarre conducted himself with the 
greatest imprudence, lie dismissed liis troops, 
intend of proceeding to join the Swiss and Ger¬ 
mans who were on their route, anil advancing 
towards Paris, where he might have forced the 
king and the leaguers to make every' concession 
to the protestants. 

It would have been fortunate for Henry had 
he pursued this latter course. The ambitious 
duke of Guise, and the other chiefs of the league, 
had formed a plan to possess themselves of the 
sovereign authority, and to hold the monarch in a 
state of thraldom. They assembled at Nancy, 
from whence they wrote to Henry, praying him 
to dismiss from the court all those who were 
obnoxious to their party, and to confide to the 
head of the league, the duke of Guise, all the 
important fortresses, which they would spare hint 
the trouble of fortifying and defending, Henry 
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■was so much exasperated at these treasonable 
propositions, shat he resolved to seize on the per¬ 
sons of those of the leaguers who were in his 
power, and who were the most zealous leaders of 
the catholic party. They were sixteen in num¬ 
ber, ami were distributed in the different quarters 
of Paris, where they had formed the plan to 
make themselves masters of the Bastille, and.-to 
assassinate the first president and members of the 
parliament who were 1, attached to the king's in¬ 
terest, to the end that they might form a new 
senutc entirely devoted to the league. They were 
apprized of Henry’s intentions by one of their 
agents, and wrote to their patron, the duke of 
Guise, to come speedily to their succour. 

The daring measures to which he had latterly 
. "sorted, had placed him in a kind of exile, the 
court having ordered him not to come to Palis 
without an express permission. He repaired thi¬ 
ther, however, accompanied by a suite of seven 
persons, and was received by the populace with 
every demonstration of joy. He proceeded to 
the palace of the Louvre, to make his excuses ; 
and it was there deliberated in the council, whe¬ 
ther it would not be most expedient, to check 
the progress of the insurrection, to put him to 
death. 

The king had recourse to an injudicious step, 
that of marching into Paris six thousand troops. 
This was the pretext and the signal of a general 
revolt. In the space of five or six hours the 
avenues to the public places, the ports, quays, See. 
were enclosed by chains. Barricades were formed 
with logs of wood, and casks filled with earth. 
The troops having been hemmed in on all sides, 

were 



FRANCS. 


J SI 

were forced to lay down their arms; and ths 
king and queen mother obliged to implore tlie 
aid of their rebellious subject the duke of Guise, 
who prevailed on the cit*zens to desist from fur¬ 
ther hostilities. They had already murdered a 
part of the Swiss guards. 

The king tied to Chartres, deputing to the 
qaecn mother the task of negotiating with the 
duke of Guise, who seized on the Dastile, the 
Arsenal, the two Chatelets, the Temple, and the 
Hotel da Ville. He permitted, however, a de¬ 
putation of the parliament to proceed to the 
king, whom he forced to declare himself head of 
the league, and to submit to ail the acts of the 
rebellious faction. The states general having been 
assembled at Uluis, the duke of Guise brought 
over to his party the majority of the nobility, 
clergy, .and commoners, who declared at their 
second sitting, that all their resolutions were in¬ 
violable laws, and that the royal assenC^houltT 
in future be considered as a superfluous act of 
authority. It was their fina.1 intention to immure 
Henry in a.cunvent, and to bestow the crown oil 
tlie duke of Guise. The (winces of the blood who 
had sided with the protestants were excluded from 
their deliberations. 

To counteract their machinations, Ilenry re¬ 
solved to rid himself of their chief; and for this 
purpose made .choice of several trusty agents, 
who were bo stationed as to remove every suspi¬ 
cion of their purpose. While the duke was at 
the council of the states, which he swayed at his 
will, a message was brought to him that the 
king wished to see him on an affair of great 
moment. He had no sooner entered the royal 

fol. xxm, r apartment. 
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apartment, than he was surrounded by the assas- 
sins, one of whom seized his sword, and plunged^ 
it into bis heart, His brother, the cardinal of 
Lorraine, who came to his aid, was likewise put 
to death. The king instantly proceeded to the 
apartment of the queen mother, to announce 
that, as the king of Paris was no more, he should 
in future hold the sovereignty without controuf. 
The mother of the two murdered princes de¬ 
manded their bodies for interment ; hut this re¬ 
quest was refused by the king, from an appre¬ 
hension that the people would make relics of 
them. The flesh was therefore consumed by 
quick lime, and the bones burned. 

The assassination of .the Guises excited an in¬ 
surrection throughout all France. The people 
prostrated themselves at the altars, and demand¬ 
ed the death of 0 le tyrant, the only appellation 
they could bestow on their sovereign, whose por¬ 
traits were defaced, his statues broken, and hi? 
arms dragged through the kennels. A new par¬ 
liament having been convened, and the league 
declared necessary, the duke, of Mayennc, the 
surviving brother of the murdered princes, was 
named by the leaguers lieutenant general of the 
state and crown of France. Henry issued orders 
for his arrest; but he eluded every pursuit. His 
portrait was publicly exposed, decorated with the 
crown. As he rejected, however, the regal dig¬ 
nities, which were tendered to him by the 
council of tjie states, and by the holy union, as it 
was denominated, a particular sral was made by 
the confederates, with the arms of France on one 
side, and a vacant throne on the other. 

Qn perceiving that the revolt was general 

fttnung 
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among his catholic subjects, and that he was in 
danger of being invested at Tours by the troops 
of the league, llenry made a truce with the 
protestants, and called to his aid the king of Na¬ 
varre, their general) to defend the erswn. The 
union which followed between the royalists and 
p rotes tan I s redoubled the fury of the leaguers, 
yho solicited the duke of Mayenne, the leader 
of their troops, to mak^ forced inarches to 
Tours. But for his negligence, the king might 
have been surprised in one of the suburbs of that 
place. 

llenry, and his brother-in-law, Henry' of Bour¬ 
bon, king of Navarre, quitted Tours at the head 
of their respective armies, and proceeded to¬ 
wards Paris, to which they laid siege. After 
sometime the inhabitants of the capital were as¬ 
sailed by famine, and manifested so much impa¬ 
tience, that the duke of Mayenne resolved to 
make his way, at the head of his troops*»#lirougTI 
the encampment of the two kings, and either to 
rout and disperse the troops, or to perish in the 
attempt, •'l'his hazardous project gave place to 
another which presented fewer difficulties. The 
catholics had been wound up to such a degree 
of enthusiasm, as well by their priests, as by the 
female relatives of the murdered Guises, that it 
was not difficult to find a lit instrument for the 
assassination of the king, A young Jacobin, 
named Jacques Clement, aged only twenty-two 
years* was selected for this atrocious purpose. 
Having been furnished with a passport and cre¬ 
dentials, he repaired to St. Cloud, and, putting 
on the devout air of a penitent, informed the 
guards of the palace that he had been sent by the 
u 2 faithful 
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faithful servants of his mtjesty in Paris, to make 
communications which were of the highest im¬ 
portance to his service. He added that it was 
absolutely necessary for him to see the king 
himself, to whom alone he could impart what he 
had to say. lie was desirous to be introduced on 
the evening of his arrival; hut the interview was 
put nil’ until the following morning. Having 
made a hearty supper, Clement slept so soundly, 
that lie was not awaked without some difficulty. 

At seven in the morning of the first day of 
August. 1/iKO, he was introduced into the royal 
presence, ami spoke aside, at a window, to 
Henry, who listened to him with the profoumlest 
attention. He presented to him a forged creden¬ 
tial ; and while the monarch was busied in 
perusing it, lie drew a knife from his sleeves and 
plunged it in his body. Henry withdrew the 
knife, and struck the monster in the face. On 
iiearinsuhe noise which ensued, the guards ran to 
the spot, and murdered the assassin. His body 
was quartered and burned, by order of the king 
of Navarre. The wound of llenry was soon as¬ 
certained to 1 e mortal : he had merely time to 
confess, to cal forllie king of Navarre, ami to 
declare him his successor, lie died in his thirty- 
eighih year. 

The transports of the Parisians, when they 
were informed of his death, are not to be de¬ 
scribed, Bonfires were lighted in all the squares; 
and the duchess of Montpensicr, the sister of the 
Guises, paraded the streets in her carriage, to 
give an eclat to the rejoicings. The portrait of 
Jacques Clement was placed over the altars ; and 
the multitude proceeded to the suburb in which 

hi4 
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bis mother dwelt, to congratulate her on having 
borne a son who was enrolled among the saints 
of paradise. Finally, the catholics were united 
to the protestants in their hatred to the unfortu¬ 
nate monarch, whose death did not tend to lessen 
the universal detestation in which he was held. 

After the demise of Henry III., his successor 
Tfenry IV., commonly styled the Great, was 
bSfcet by perplexities. It, was to be apprehended 
that the Parisians, who were besieged, ar,d the 
catholics, by whom the siege was conducted, 
would unite their efforts to-exclurie him from the 
throne. The majority of tha latter, who were 
ten times mure numerous than the protestants, re¬ 
fused to acknowledge him. Three only of the 
feigners took the oaths of fidelity, the others 
holding out in expectation that Henry would 
■win them over to his side by grants of provinces 
and cities, which thry were desirous to hold in 
full sovereignty, and thus revive tb*»ancielit 
feodal government. 

On another hand, the partizans of the duke of 
Mayemife solicited him to take the title of king. 
As this would have been a very imprudent step, 
be contented himself with the pompous appella¬ 
tion of lieutenant of the crown ; but being 
aware that the duke of Lorraine meditated the 
plan of bestowing the sovereign authority on his 
son, he caused the cardinal of Bourbon, the 
uncle of Henry, to be proclaimed. In short, had 
it not been for the divisions which ensued, in the 
league that was formed against him, Henry's 
cause would have been irretrievably lost. 

Notwithstanding policy at length induced him 
to entbratc the catholic religion, he coaid not 
n 4 shun 
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■♦ran the persecution of pope Gregory XIV, who 
leagued with the ambitious Philip II. of Spain, 
the constant persecutor of the reigning branch 
of the Bourbons, The lattrr declared the throne 
•vacant, and insisted on the marriage of the in¬ 
fanta of Spain with the duke of Guise, who was 
in be invested with the sovereign authority. The 
pope at the same time issued a bull, to excom¬ 
municate the princes, cardinals, prelates, and;' in 
general, all the clergy, nobility, and commoners, 
who should remain obedient to Henry IV. His 
parliament, which had been transferred from 
Paris to Tours, ordered this bull to be torn 
and burned by the common executioner; de¬ 
clared the pope the enemv of the peHCc of the 
church ; and prohibited the transmissal of any 
further sums to Rome for the provision of th« 
benefices. 

On the decease of the cardinal of Bourbon, 
Jlenry c ,‘.rnkened the party of the duke of IWuy- 
etme, by liberating the young duke of Guise, 
who soon drew over to his side a great number of 
the factious. The interests of the leaguers being 
thus disunited, and the people wearied with the 
stnte of civil warfare which was kept up, Henry 
resolved to bring the contest to an immediate 
issue. He adopted the decisive system of battles, 
which could alone surmount the complicated dif¬ 
ficulties that lay in his way. Surrounded as he 
was by a multitude of enemies, bis magnanimity 
forsook him. on one occasion only, when he re¬ 
treated towards Dieppe, on hearing of the ap¬ 
proach of the duke of Mayenne’s army. His 
partisans trembled ; and it was debated whether 
it would u»t be prudent for him to embark, 

and 
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and seek shelter in England. He Would have 
adopted this measure, had it not been fur the re¬ 
monstrances of the marechal de Biron, who 
frankly told him that to quit France at such a con¬ 
juncture, even fur twenty-four hours, wuuld be 
to doom himself to perpetual banishment. 

__ lie fortified himself at Arqucs, where he gained 
* victory which paved the way to his future 
conquests. He proceeded to the attack of the 
suburbs of the rebellious city of Paris, but hud 
the imprudence to raise the siege with too groat a 
precipitation, lie was afterwards guilty of the 
same capital fault in besieging Rouen, It was 
his great wish to bring the duke of Mayenne and 
his leaguers into an open territory, where his 
troops might have full scope to act. lie accord¬ 
ingly feigned a retreat, and was followed by hii 
adversary, who was persuaded that his army, 
thrown into disorder by their (light, might be ad¬ 
vantageously encountered. Henry’s itastadelff, 
which was well planned, was carried into execu¬ 
tion with equal adroitness, ami crowned with 
success. He defeated the army of the leaguers 
in the plains of Ivry; but by a fntality too com¬ 
mon to great generals, he did not take advantage 
of his victory. He had only to make his ap¬ 
pearance at the gates of Paris, to have them 
opened to him ; instead of which he allowed fa¬ 
naticism to take its course, and did not present 
himself before the capital until its siege became 
a desperate enterprise. As a part of the Parisians 
had, however, been brought over to his side by 
his conversion to the catholic faith, the duke of 
Mayenne, and the partizans of Philip of Spain, 
declared that the king was not to be considered 
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as a Catholic, until the pope had declared him 
to be so, and had granted him absolution. His 
claims were thus at the disposal of the church of 
llamc. 

That he might not neglect any of the means 
which could have a direct influence on the minds 
of the people, he had himself crowned at Chartres, 
in When this event was announced to the- 

duke of Mayenne, he considevad that he was ho 
longer in safety in Paris, and took up his resi-, 
denee at Soissons. The duke of Guise, and 
Philip II. of Spain, each of whom had his par¬ 
ticular pretensions, were secretly rejoiced at the 
absence of the duke from the capital. 

While the count of Krissuc, governor of Paris, 
tlie president of parliament, and the mayor, 
concerted the means of delivering the. city into 
the hands of the king, he frustrated their in¬ 
tentions in his favour by a blockade, which was 
Jftuhucy^e, of the greatest calamities. ,,Th« fa¬ 
mine became so great within the walls of Paris, 
that mothers were known to devour their own 
children. The hones were taken from the burial 
grounds, and ground and reduced into a paste, 
to be converted into food. The protestants suf¬ 
fered in comraun with the catholics ; and these 
horrors lasted for six months. Notwithstanding 
nearly twenty thousand individuals had perished 
with famine, the wretched inhabitants, who im¬ 
puted all their calamities to Henry, were still 
inflexible. 11a was at length so much affected by 
their herdte constancy, that he permitted them 
to receivc'a supply ot provisions. 

This obstinate defence was made by the sixteen 
viceroys of Paris, who presided in the different 

quarters 
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quarters and exercised a sovereign sway; They 
were consulted by Philip of Spain; and the pope 
entertained so high a respect for them, that hs 
ordered the cardinal legate to be governed by their 
opinion. They hung three members of the par¬ 
liament, who proposed to capitulate to Henry. 
The latter had no other support than that of 
Elizabeth of England, and of a few pvotesfant 
privti'QS, to oppose to the weight of the confe¬ 
deracy. His abjuration wds extremely displeas¬ 
ing to his protestant subjects, and had but a 
weak tendency to conciliate the esteem of the 
catholics. 

The leaguers were, however, sensibly on the 
decline. ]ly the dint of negotiations and pro¬ 
mises Henry, had gained over to his cause the 
one half of the provinces, when the governor of 
Paris, llrissac,- caused the gates of the city to 
be opened to his troops, who entered at four 
different points at the same time, and toojj pm» 
session of The arsenal, the palace, the two C-ha- 
telets, the gates, and the bridges. The king 
made his public entry soon after, and was con¬ 
ducted to the Louvre. The reduction of the re¬ 
fractory provinces soon followed. 

Having obtained absolution from pope Cle¬ 
ment VI11. Henrv’s catholic subjects returned to 
their obedience, and tranquillity was restored in 
every part of his dominions. He granted to the 
duke of Mayenne, who had been his most for¬ 
midable rival, the sovereignty of the cities of 
Soissons and Chalons sur Saone. Perceiving that 
Philip jof Spain had his secret emissaries'in 
Prance, to foment disturbances, he declared war 
against that monarch, whose army he defeated 

at 
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(it Fontaine: Amiens was afterwards surprised 
by the Spaniards, but soon recovered by Henry, 
whose nobility made the greatest sacrifices in car¬ 
rying on this popular war, the expences of which 
were in a great measure defrayed by their volun¬ 
tary contributions. Their patriotic ardour led 
to the peace which was concluded at Vervins, in 
15yS. The principal Condition was, that each 
ef the crowns should restore what it had, con¬ 
quered from the other since the treaty of Cam* 
bresis made in 155,9. 

Being unable to introduce the protestant reli¬ 
gion into Franccj Henry granted to his old friends 
the calvinists, who had been his defenders* and 
by whose aid he had ascended the throne, the 
celebrated edict of Nantz, which was afterwards 
revoked by Louis XIV. By this wise and bene¬ 
volent edict, he destroyed the germs of sedition 
which threatened his states with new convulsions. 
l«o-wj^|_riot, however, entirely free from intes¬ 
tine troubles. Several of the nobility, who 
Considered that they had not been sufficiently 
rewarded for their services, entered into a con¬ 
spiracy which was headed by the duke of Biron. 
The conspirators kept up a correspondence with 
tiie house of Austria, which was hostile to the 
views of Henry. Their plot was speedily dis¬ 
covered ; and their leader decapitated in the 
Bnstile. 

Henry recalled the Jesuits, who had been pre* 
Ccdently banished by the parliament. He was 
persuaded that by affording them protection he 
should disarm their fanaticism; but as be was 
hot unacquainted with their vindictive spirit, he 
made it a condition of the edict of their rexal, 

that 
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that one of (hem should be constantly in his 
suite, to answer personally for the actions of’ the 
company. This humiliating clnuse they con¬ 
verted to their own advantage. It enabled them 
to have constant access to the sovereign, whose ear 
they assailed with the grossest flatterers. To this 
source they owed their credit and elevation. 

The inordinate passion of Henry for women 
clouded all his r&re qualities. To satisfy flis 
brutal lust, he had recourse to the vilest dis¬ 
guises, and to the most infamous plans of seduc¬ 
tion. He divorced himself from Margaret of 
Valois, and afterwards espoused Mary of 'Me- 
difis, but without quitting his career of liber¬ 
tinism. He was the slave of the beautiful Gu- 
brielle d'Estrees, whom he had promised to make 
his queen. He was likewise enamoured of Hen¬ 
rietta d’Enlrargues, the daughter of a mistress 
of Charles IX,, to whom he bound himself by a 
contract of marriage after the death of^.’wtjfffl 1 
queen. The count d’Entriirgues, the father of 
this lady, was'so exasperated at the refusal of 
Henry to fulfil the engagement, that he formed a 
conspiracy into which he drew all the discon¬ 
tented nobles, and which was abetted by the king 
of Spain. The conspirators were apprehended, 
aud having been tried by the parliament, sen¬ 
tence of death was pronounced on the counts 
d’Entrargues and Auvergne, who were, however, 
pardoned by the royal clemency. 

Henry's attention was now diverted to the af¬ 
fairs of the Netherlands. By his perseverance 
and firmness, the Dutch, who had been long per¬ 
secuted by their governor, the duke d’Albe, were 
pmbled to throw off the yoke of Spain. While 

he 
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fte was busied in making preparations to carry the 
war into the Spanish territory, Henry was assas¬ 
sinated on the 14th of May 1610 by a fanatic 
named Ravaillac. He hud got into Ids carriage 
at four in the afternoon, to pay a visit to lift 
minister Sully. lie had been full owed for eight 
days by the regicide, who had a poignard in his 
ljand, ynd had not quitted the side of the carriage 
since its departure Irom the palace of the Louvre. 
Jn the rue dc la Ffronheric, a very narrow street, 
there was a. stoppage, which induced the monarch 
to alight from his sarriage. While he was step r 
ping out, the assassin stabbed him twice with his 
poignartft The second blow-was fatal. The liHs- 
Less body w^s conveyed to the ftuuyrp. Thus 
perished Henry IV. styled the Great, sincerely 
lamented by his subjects, for whom he had un¬ 
ceasingly rnatji^esfed g paternal affection. Ilis 
murderer, Ravaillac, was put to death by the 
e ; )W4>orrjd tortures which cruelty could devise. 

Mary of Medieis, the widowed queen of 
Henry IV. was declared regent, and formed a 
flose alliance with the Spaniards, whom Henry 
bad prepared to a.ttac(i. With a view to support 
ber authority, and to CiOuntergct the enterprises 
of the grandees, who manifested a turbulent spi¬ 
rit, she formed new aliiapeps, whjch destroyed aft 
the effect of the past operations. Her council 
was governed by Florentjn Cnncjiji, and by his 
wife Galigai, who acquired a prodigious ascends 
ency over her weak mind. In the interim the 
bouse of Austria, which was become so power- 
ful tha.t it had been Henry's view to check its 
career, continued to aggrandize itself, notwitb- 
standing the losses it had sustained in the Nether¬ 
lands. 
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lands. To reward her satellites, and to gain over 
the more powerful of the nobility, she exhausted 
the,treasury which it hart been the principal earn 
of Henry’s minister, Sully, to replenish. The 
parliament having remonstrated on this waste of 
the public treasures, she published an act by which 
it was prohibited for the future from taking any 
cognizance of public affairs. 

1 'This arbitrary measure rendered the magistracy, 
morc’iirm in its decisions.* It asserted its right, 
not only to remonstrate, but to lay befnre the 
young king, Louis X1IJ. the grievances of which 
it had to complain. The prince of Copde de¬ 
clared for the parliament, and a confederacy was 
formed by all the factious leaders, more particu¬ 
larly by those of the calvinist party. The army 
which they assembled was, however, very inferior 
to that of the royalists. The youthful monarch 
proceeded to the frontier, to receive his queen, 
at the head of a powerful body of troogs^U^W 
bis return' ‘after the marriage had hern solem¬ 
nized with the greatest pomp, he w as, as well a) 
tlif-whole of his court, on the point of being sur¬ 
prised by the army of the confederates. Hit 
ronslfo was so much terrified, that she hastily of¬ 
fered to the malecontents whatever they could 
desire. 'The result was that a peace was signed 
at Loudun; and the prince of Conde left at 
full liberty t# dictate the conditions. He ob¬ 
tained four or five cities for the security of his 
adherents, on whom several important posts were 
bestowed, and negociated so successfully for the 
calvinists, that all the edicts which had been pro- 
mulgcd in their favour were confirmed. 

The prince of Conde was so much dazzled by 
vol, xxjii. 0 his 
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his good fortune, that he did not tSfrceive the 
snare into which he was about to IebL On his 
arrival at the court, he was arrestcd^fcd thrown 
into prison. The enraged populace, S the re¬ 
ceipt of this intelligence, assembled ®fore the 
hotel of Concini, the favourite of the tjueln re¬ 
gent, who fortunately made his escape. He had 
been created marcchal, with the title of marquis 
d’Ancre, and held the young king, who had now 
assumed the reins of government, in a state of 
bondage. The confederacy having been crushed 
by the imprisonment of its leader, his authority 
became unlimited ; and Louis had to deplore the 
abject state in which he was kept, still more than 
ever, by the queen mother, and her minion the 
marechal d’Ancre. 

The monarch had a favourite, named'de 
Luynes, who, under the guiso of great simplicity, 
Contrived to accomplish by degrees the destruc- 
Wtftf-*£ their power. He at length wrouyW so 
powerfully an the mind of Louis, that' the dsSkh 
of the marechal d’Ancre was rcsulvcd on. On 
his entering the avenue of the. Louvre, to l’o’pwir 
to the council, Vitry, captain of the body guards, 
demanded his sword. While he was in the act of 
laying his hand on it, either to obey, or to de¬ 
fend himself, he was assassinated on the draw¬ 
bridge. The king, who appeared at the balcony 
of the palace, witnessed the joy of the populace 
at the death of a tyrant who was universally de¬ 
tested. 

Care had been taken to disarm the guards ot 
the -queen- mother, who demanded an interview 
with her son, but unsuccessfully. She was exiled 
to Blois, where she shortly after learned that her 

favourite 
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favourite SSdigai, the widow of the unfortunate 
inarech&l dfcntre, hud been condemned ami exe¬ 
cuted. ' "jap 

lie LdKcs now obtained so powerful an ascen¬ 
dency opEr Louis XIJIi, who was doomed to be 
constantly governed by bis ministers, that over 
the gate of the hotel in which this new minister 
resided with his two brothers, one of his enemies 
inscribed the words: “ the hotel of the third 
kings." H c concentrated in his own person the 
whole of the authority ; and would hot allow the 
interview which the exiled queen mother persist¬ 
ed in demanding of her sum Her haughty spirit 
urged her at length to address herself to several 
of the nobility, and, among others, to the duke 
d’F.pernon, governor of Metz, who undertook her 
deliverance. IJe accomplished this bold enter¬ 
prise, mid conveyed her to a place of security. 
JJul'lessis Richelieu,.bishop of Lucon* who was 
afterwaras so celebrated as a iuinisUt( M .h*iBJ|ftt 
about a Yeconciiiaiiuii betwuii Louis XIII. and 
his mother, who was invested with the guvem- 
TiVOVi* of Anjou, l'or this service the pope be¬ 
stowed on Richelieu a cardinal's hat. lie became 
minister of state on the death of dc Luyins ; and 
. the queen mother w as admitted to the council, 
over which she had ail absolute sway. Thus 
were the national concerns conducted without the 
participation of the king. 

The protestants were accused of a design to 
form France into an independent republic, to he 
divided into eight circles, on the model of those 
' of Gtrmauv. They were headed by Uvo brothers* 
Rohan and Soubise, both of them accomplished 
soldiers, aud the former one of the most pru- 
s 1 found 
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found politicians of his age. The king, at the 
head of his army, attacked and defeated Soubise 
in the isle of Hies, separated from Lower Poifou 
by a small arm of the sea. He afterwards sub¬ 
dued Montpellier, and several of the refractory 
cities of Languedoc, to prove that he was not 
deficient in personal courage, however he might 
want the vigour of character necessary to the go¬ 
vernment of a vast empire. Having been baffled 
hi his subsequent attempts by the fertile resources 
of Rohan, he restored to the protestants tha pri¬ 
vileges granted to them by the edict of Nantes, 
Cardinal Richelieu who was now firmly seated 
in his administration, funned a secret league with 
the enemies of Spain. He renewed the treaty 
with the Dutch : encouraged the faction in Ca¬ 
talogue; and, having afforded succour to the 
Grisons, procured them a peace which suspended 
the armaments of Austria. A plot having been 
fufftic*Laga : iist his life, he had the address to 
persuade the king that his own person was in 
danger. The conspiracy was traced to (lie fol¬ 
lowers of Gaston, the brother of Louis,-who 1 was 
himself highly displeased with the management 
of Richelieu. The count of Chablais, the grand 
master of Gaston’s wardrobe, w as decapitated; 
and Ornano, his governor, poisoned in the Bas- 
tile. The Vt’iidoiues, and his other favourites, 
were either exiled, or imprisoned. Richelieu, on 
account of the peril he had escaped, had a com¬ 
pany of guards assigned him for his security. As. 
he was jealous of every rival authority, he re¬ 
joiced in the opportunity of abolishing that of 
constable of France, which was afforded him by 
the death of Lesdiguiercs, lie afterw ardsobliged 

Montmorency 
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Montmorency in resign the dignities of high ad¬ 
miral, a post winch he likewise abolished. 

Jfaving nun betanne master of the court, the 
armies, ami the fleets, lie carried into execution 
the plan he had long meditated, that of waging 
war against the protestants, whom lie was resolv¬ 
ed to exterminate, lie. accordingly laid siege to 
Rochelle, which was the bulwark anil head quar¬ 
ters of the protestant party. On this occasion 
be acted as commander m chief ; but took care 
to be accompanied by the king, for tear his ene¬ 
mies should take advantage ol ins absence. The 
protestants implored the aid of England; but 
were thwarted in their expectations by the tartly 
measures of the duke of Euckinghum. T he gar¬ 
rison and inhabitants of Rochelle were resolved, 
however, to hold out until the last extremity, 
They were at length obliged to yield to the active 
genius of the cardinal, who triumphed over the 
calvinists, and deprived them of their most insig¬ 
nificant privileges. Fifteen thousand TJilii^Iuual* 
perished during thr above siege. 

..,lt,t'i' m anted for Richelieu in humble the house 
of Austria, for which purpose he opposed at one 
and the same time the emperor and the king of 
Spain, He cut utf the cmnmunientiun of the 
Austrian iorees, by taking possession of the Val- 
teline, an important passage situated in the centra 
of the Alps. To allurd succour to the duke of 
Mantua, he carried the war into Italy; and by 
this measure obliged the emperor to raise the siege 
of Cazal. Having finally forced the passage of 
Suae, he defeated the allies of the protestants, 
whnmlie reduced to obedience. 

The Duke of Savoy having violated thg treaty 

x a he 
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he had recently entered into, Richelieu crossed 
the Alps a s#cond time, and, having carried Pig- 
nerul by storm, took possession of the whole of 
his dominions. He was now declared, by letters 
patent, to be lieutenant general representing the 
person of the king; and, to flatter his vanity, the 
title of generalissimo was bestowed on him, to 
distinguish him from the mareclials of France, 
who were simply his lieutenants. 

In the interim the queen mother was become th» 
most inveterate enemy of the cardinal minister, 
whom she endeavoured to bring into disgrace, not¬ 
withstanding he had rendered such important ser¬ 
vices to the throne. Site denounced him to her 
son as a traitor whose aim was cither to possess 
himself of the crown, or to bestow it on Louis, 
the count of Soissons, on condition that the 
latter should espouse one of his nieces. Riche¬ 
lieu, in return, augmented the antipathy which 
sufa-hjted between the queen mother and the king. 
As he had closely studied his sovereign, it was 
liot difficult for him to sway liis mistrustful, en¬ 
vious, credulous, and jealous character. . FU-suc - 
ceeded so well, that when he demanded permis¬ 
sion to resign, Louis ordered him peremptorily 
to continue at his post. His power was now 
established for ever. On the following day all his 
enemies'were either exiled or banished. One of 
the ftlarilla.es, the favouiites of the queen mother, 
was detopirnted, and the other thrown into pri¬ 
son, whehxhe fell a victim to despair. 

The brother of Louts, Gaston, instigated by 
the queen mother, retired to Orleans, and levied 
a body of troops to dethrone his sovereign. The 
queen mother herself quitted the kingdom, and 

the 
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th* young queen, who was suspected to be privy 
lo the plot, was disgraced. Gaston proceeded to 
Lorraine, where he rollecterPa few followers, and 
was afterwards well received by the slates of 
Languedoc, as well as by the. duke of Montmo¬ 
rency, the governor of that province, who de- 
' dared himself, in a manifesto, lieutenant general 
of ;he king tor the reformation of the disorders 
which had been introduced into the government by 
cardinal tie Richelieu, Thtvwar which ensued was 
but of a short duration. The duke of Montmo¬ 
rency, after a most valorous defence, was made 
prisoner, and decapitated, by the order of the 
inflexible minister, at Thoulousc, the capital of 
his government. Gaston was pardoned on the 
condition of his renouncing all further communi¬ 
cation with the queen mother. Instead of keep¬ 
ing his word, he set out for Brussels a few days 
after, to join her in her retreat. 

Reciprocal complaints having longsubsiste^dv- 
tween the French and Spaniards, war became ine¬ 
vitable. Richelieu suddenly marched to the 
f>or,tie*s gix armies, one of which, commanded 
by a skilful general, Gassion, covered ltouissilion, 
and favoured tho insurgents in Catalonia. He 
neglected, however, to secure Picardy, into which 
the Spaniurds penetrated, and made themselves 
masters of Corbie. The inhabitants of the ca¬ 
pital trembled for their safety; and Louis himself 
was under so great a degree of apprehension, that 
it required all the address of Richelieu ts tran¬ 
quillize his mitnj. 

The # king’s brother, Gaston, and the count of 
Soissons, wt'arifed with the despotism exercised 
by the cardinal minister, formed a plot to hava 

bin 
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him assassinated on liis leaving the council cham¬ 
ber. Gaston was to give the signal to the assas¬ 
sins who had been hired for the perpetration of 
this crime; but displayed an irresolution which 
saved the life of the minister. Having become 
acquainted with the plot, Richelieu forced the 
king to march at the iicnd of his tritops against 
the presumptive heir of the crown, whom lie 
brought back to obedience. Those who hail par¬ 
ticipated, by their silence even, in the conspiracy 
against his life, he treated as criminals. The 
slightest indiscretions were, in short, punished as 
political crimes, by this arbitrary minister, who 
bad acquired over his weak sovereign an influence 
which rendered his.authority tantamount to that 
of the ancient mayors of the palace. Finding it 
impracticable to gain over the count of Soissuns, 
who dei lured himself iri constant opposition to 
his measures, he treacherously obtained possession 
ojjtis person, and caused him to lie put to death. 
To rm' hifuself of another of his enemies, lie sent 
the duke of Vendome into exile. Tlie unfortunate 
Catharine of Medicis, the widow of tin; great 
JTenry IV., mother, or mother-in-law, of fourso- 
aereigns, three of them the most powerful crowned 
heads of Europe, died at Cologn in a state of ex¬ 
treme indigence. 

In Lhc interim, the French arms wore successful 
against the house of Austria. Catalonia was se¬ 
parated from Spain, and fell to the lot of Louis, 
whqje earliest design was to form it into a repub¬ 
lic. It was deemed, however, more prudent to 
allow the Catalonians to preserve their privileges, 
find to keep the ancient form of their government 
#nd constitution. This event was speedily fol> 
,. lowed 
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lowed by the revolution of Portugal, which shook 
otf the yoke of Spain, ami became u serviceable 
ally 'to France. The rapidity of the conquest* 
directed by the skilful combinations of I’iclirlieu, 
had effected the junction of the French and Swe¬ 
dish armies, and inspired terror in every part of 
Germany. Thus, while this great minister ty¬ 
rannized both ox er his sovereign and the court, he 
extender! the glory of the French name to distant 
territories, silencing the enemies of the monarchy, 
and forcing all the F.urnpcan powers to yiehl to 
the vigilance ami address of his administration. 
With respect to Louis, he rendered him more sub¬ 
missive than ever to the mandates of his arbitrary 
'authority. 

The health of the sovereign was visibly on tha 
decline, mid that of Richelieu in a very preca¬ 
rious state. The minister flattered himself, not¬ 
withstanding, that he should outlive his master ; 
and took. the necessary measures t» set-ifa’ 
to himself the Tageney. lie hail already mar¬ 
ried his niece to the prince of Conde ; and, rely¬ 
ing on tfie support of that house, at the. head of 
which was a prince well calculated to govern, he 
flattered himself that he should be enabled to dis¬ 
possess, without difficulty, a female who had not 
the slightest share, of influence, as wrll as the 
feeble Gaston, who had drawn on himSeH'an uni¬ 
versal contempt. He attached to the person of 
the king a young nobleman named Cinq-Mars, 
the soil of tha liiarechal d’Kfliat, to the end that he 
might be put in possession of the monarch’s most 
secret though tit. The new favourite gradually ac¬ 
quired such a degree of power and credit at the 
court, that be formed, the project of sciaiivg on tho 

fctlmims-* 
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administration; and ruining his benefactor. To 
divert the impending storm which hung over his 
head, Richelieu engaged Louis to undertake the 
conquest of Rouissillun, us being absolutely ne¬ 
cessary to support the revolt of the refractory pro¬ 
vinces of Spain. 

Louis, in a very infirm state, was forced to 
Inarch to the Spanish frontier, while Richelieu 
took another route with a more than princely re- 
tfmte. Cinq-Mars Klul the temerity to unite with 
the dukes of Bouillon and Orleans, both cl them 
inimical to Richelieu, and to conclude a treaty 
with the Spaniards without the privity ol the king, 
lie. flattered himself that, by his ofiiciousncss on 
this occasion, he should gratify the wishes of the 
monarch, who panted after the tranquillity of the 
capital; and should bring into disgrace the mi¬ 
nister who had counselled the expedition. 11« 
was, however, mistaken. The conspirators, as 
th'-y. we— stiled, were apprehended by, ’he vigi¬ 
lance of Richelieu, who procured a' copy of ths 
treaty they had signed with Spain. The. duke ol 
Bouillon was at rested at the head of hts arnlv ; 
the duke of Orleans in Auvergne j and Cinq-Mar* 
at Narbonne. They were arraigned for high trea¬ 
son. 1 he two former wera exiled ; and the latter 
decapitated at tire age of twenty-two years, deeply 
lamented by his sovereign. 

Richelieu returned to Paris in triumph, but 
with all the symptoms of an approaching dissolu¬ 
tion. He was carried in a kind of portable cham¬ 
ber, resembling a litter, hy fifty of his guards, 
who were relieved hourly. In this cov'eyantc, 
he lay extended on a magnificent bed, having at 
its side a lung seat for the persons who attended 
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on him during his route, and endeavoured to sooth 

. the acute sufferings of disease. After a journey 
of two hundred leagues, he alighted at his hotel 
in Paris, which was beset by a multitude of per¬ 
sons anxious to contemplate this victorious mi¬ 
nister, who had defeated his own private enemies, 
anil triumphed over those of the state. On his 
wan .and palid countenance were to be sren all the 
symptoms of decay; hut he was still cheerful and 
serenr. Having lingered in this way for a short 
time, he expired in the fifty-eighth year of his 
age, and in the eighteenth of his ministry. Dur¬ 
ing his last agonies the king was seen to smile, as 
if, by his death, he was to be put >n possession of 
the sovereign authority. 

Louis, who was doomed to survive his minister 
a few months only, when he found his end ap¬ 
proaching, established a sovereign council, over 
v.hich llie prince of C'onde and cardinal Mazarin 
were appointed to preside. His dying 'will was, 
however,'"annulled by a decree of paMiarfient, 
which bestowed the absolute regency on Anne of 
Awstrin.-thp dowager queen. He died at the age 
of forty-three years. After having remained in a 
wedded state twent v-threc years without childron, 
anil having become a vuliflidimtrian, he had two 
sons, Louis XIV. and Philip duke of Orleans. 

Anne of Austria, the queen regent, had many 
of the defects of Mary of Medici-. It is true that 
she possessed a greater firmness, which, however, 
degenerated into obstinacy. Notwithstanding 
Mazarin harl been the disciple of Richelieu, her 
mortal enemy, she made choice of him as her 
minister, and ftrotocted him against the attacks of 
^ie nobilitv. bv whom he was utterkv disliked. 
. The 
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Tiie prince of Conrlfe, who commanded her ar- 
Inles, gave, by his conquests, an extraordinary 
lustre to her regency. She was successful in the 
conduct of public affairs ; and displayed on every 
trying occasion a consummate prudence. 

The extreme avarice of Mazarin soon exposed 
him to universal odium. In having recourse ttf 
every possible expedient to till his own cotters, he 
neglected to follow up any studied plan o7 finance, 
and constantly hurrahed the subjects by new and 
vexatious imposts. The necessities of the state 
served to augment his own opulence; and, if he 
was less dreaded, he was more hated than Riche¬ 
lieu, from whom he. had derived his lessons of 
state policy. He was rendered extremely unpo¬ 
pular by -the treaty of the Pyrenees, by virtue of 
which France had to make great sacrifices to. 
Spain, and was afterwards involved in wars with 
nearly the whole of the powers of Europe, But his 
greatest fault was his neglect of the education of 
j.ouis X'fV., to whom he would all/mTu! other 
accomplishments than those of dancing, fencing, 
and riding, insomuch that when that prjnce was 
drawing on towards manhood, he scarcely knew 
how to pen a letter. Mazarin was, at the same 
time, an advocate for the liberty of the press, and 
an encourager of learning. His example was fol¬ 
lowed by the regent, Anne of Austria, who, in 
addressing herself to a timid bookseller, by whom- 
she had been consulted relative to a work ho was 


fearful to print, made use of the following expres¬ 
sions, “ Print, and be under no apprehension*, 
“ I shall be constantly the protectressitfsHbc truths 
f‘ Render the vices odious,, and let xtfcif virtu* 


f‘ flourish in Franco/'’ 




CHAPTER VI. 


■ JVart between France and the Allied Powers — That 
ambitious Monarch Louis XIV. humbled by the 
glorious campaigns of the Duke of Marlborough 
—The Mimssifipt Scheme contrhed by Law — 
Wars between England and France’. 


A n W E P r ° c . c( '^ now 'he memorable 
i6(jO ' * * reigrl of Louis XIV. On the death 
of Mazarin, who left behind him a de¬ 
tested memory, and immense riches, 'Louis re¬ 
solved to take on himstlf 'thd shperifitenilance and 
management of the affairs of the nation." Hav¬ 
ing been informed that the duke of Ctequi, his 
Bmbassadorat Rome, Lad been insulted by the re¬ 
lation') of the pope, and that the. lnttn>. had' re¬ 
fused satisfaction for t[ie affYont, he sent into 
Italy an army commanded by the mareclial du 
Plessis Pritslin, destined to besiege Rome. On 
the receipt of this intelligence the sovereign pon¬ 
tiff sent his own brother, cardinal Chigi, to Paris, 
to demand forgiveness'. 'This was’ not the only 
triumph of Louis', who, pretty nearly at the same 
time, forced his father-in-law, Philip IV. of 
Spain, to yield to the superiority of his arms. 
His penetration led him to make choice of Colbert 
hs a minister; and under the guidahee of this 
hide man, France attained a degree of prosperity 
she hack never, before efnjoycd. -It was on his sug¬ 
gestion that Louis purchased Mardyck and Dun- 
tSt k > for five millions of livres, of Charles II, of 
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England, whose profusion led him to give up these 
important possessions, which the blood of the 
English had so dearly bought. 

The death of Philip IV. of Spain, opened to 
Louis the career of the conquests, which acquired 
fcim the tijtle of great. Being resolved to assert 
the real or pretended rights he had acquired, by 
his marriage with Maria Theresa of Austria, to 
flic Cambr.csis, Franche-Comtc, Luxembourg, and 
a great part of liie. Spanish Netherlands, he en¬ 
tered Flanders at the head of an armv of thirty- 
jive thousand men. Another army oi eight thou¬ 
sand men, commanded by tlui mareclr.il d'Au- 
mont, marrhed towards Dunkirk; and a third 
body of tmops towards the territory of Luxem¬ 
bourg. He took possession of Charleroi without 
obstacle; and in the space of two days, Ath, 
Tournai, Fumes, Armcntipie, and Courtrai, sur¬ 
rendered to liis arpis. Lille itself, defended by 
founcci} »ryal bastions, and by twenty thousand 
men, was forced to capitulate. The count or 
Marsin, who hastened to its succour, was de¬ 
feated with a great loss. The task of fbrtifyino 
the conquered cities was entrusted to Vauban; 
and Louis returned in triumph to Versailles. 

Under these circumstances was formed the 
triple alliance between England, Sweden, and 
Holland, which made so powerful an impresr 
Sion un the French monarch, that ho offered to re¬ 
nounce the rights lie had acquired by his mar¬ 
riage, provided Spain would give up to him her 
conquests in the Netherlands. This proposition 
being refused, the prince of Conde.was sent with 
a powerful army into Franche-Comte, the whole 
Pi which be subjugated ip the space of seventerv 
\ _ da\\=. 
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days. This new Requisition wai surrendered t<J 
Spain by tire treaty of Aix-la-Cliapelle. 

■Louis having broken the triple alliance, and 
brought over Sweden to his side, resolved to hum- 
ble the republic of Holland, of the svidden and 
excessive aggrandisement of which he was jealous. 
He accordingly assembled an army of a hundred 
thousand men, which he divided into four bodies. 
One of these he commanded in person ; and had 
Turennc under his orders.* The .second was com* 
mandrd by the prince of Conde ; the third by the 
jnarechal de Crequi ; and the fourth by the duke 
of Luxembourg, w ho had orders to unite his forces 
with those of the bishop 01 Munster. After the 
surrender of Jlhinberg, YVesel, Orfrui, and Burick, 
which were considered as the keys of Holland, to 
the victorious arms of Tureiuie, the king, on the 
suggestion of the prince o." Conde, came to a re¬ 
solution to ford the Rhine. This bold enterprisa 
wiis, executed by his troops, in the nrescnce ol 
two regiments of infantry, and several squadrons 
of horse, entrenched on the other bank undui 
Mhe command of General Wurtz. The provinca 
of Utrecht became an easy conquest; and tha 
Dutch were under such apprehensions for the fata 
of their country, that they sent deputies to the 
king of England, to solicit his mediation. It was 
granted ; but failed of its effect. 

'1'he Dutch, become desperate, resolved rather 
to perish in their lakes and canals, than to sur¬ 
render up their liberties. The majority uf the 
princes uf Germany declared in their favour; and 
they Mmd every confidence in the prince of 
Orange, who had been recently elevated to the 
dignity uf stallholder. He miude a sham attack 
W t 2 btf 
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sea on Bommcl; and while the French general 
hastened to the succour of that place, invested and 
took possession of Naerden. The prince of Cur.de 
was forced to retreat with his army; and the 
united provinces of Holland were lest to France. 

To repair this misfortune, Louis resolved on 
the conquest of Franche-Comte, which he ac* 
coraplishcd in a single campaign, notwithstanding 
the gallant Turenne, who headed the French 
troops, had many obstacles to encounter. The 
French monarch had to contend against Spain, 
the empire, and Holland. After several combats, 
the issue of which was not decisive, Turenne was 
killed by a cannon ball. The posture of affairs 
was changed by this disastrous event. Montecu- 
culli, the general who commanded one of the 
confederated armies, penetrated into Alsace; and 
the mareclial dc Crequi, was defeated and made 
prisoner in his endeavour to throw succours into 
Treves. ^ 

It was now agreed that "the belligerent powers, 
Who were exhausted by the losses they had sus¬ 
tained, should send their plcnipotentiaries-to Ni- 
raeguen. The negotiations were, however, drawn 
out to such a length, that the war was renewed 
with an increased impetuosity. The year 1072 
was distinguished by three naval conflicts in the 
Mediterranean between the fleets of France and 
Holland. In the second of these engagements 
the gallant Dutch admiral de Huy ter was slain. 
The French arms were signalized in Flanders by 
the conquest of several fortified places. Louis 
commanded in person, and had under him five 
marecbals of France, between whom and the cere* 
brated Vaubau a violent dispute arose at the siege _ 
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of Valenciennes, relative to the attack which wa* 
to be made. The marechals contended that it 
should be undertaken in the dead of the night; 
but Louis yielded to the arguments of Vauban in 
favour of an attack by day, and met with the 
most brilliant success. The possession of St. 
Omer soon followed this victory. On this oc¬ 
casion the king of Spain solicited: the prince of 
Orange to risk a buttle, tc; the only means of sav¬ 
ing the place: he did so, but the day was won by 
the French. About the same time, the ntarachul 
de Crequi, who had been released from his impri¬ 
sonment, attacked and defeated the duke of Lor¬ 
raine, in the view of whose forces he took pos¬ 
session of Fribourg. 

The negotiations were renewed by the king of 
England, who came forward as mediator. The 
plenipotentiaries assembled once more at Nime- 
gueu, where those who had been sent by Holland 
negotiated for themselves and for Wpain. The 
treaty was signed in the month of August lfi”8, 
( A11 the possessions which had been wrested from 
them were surrendered to the Dutch; and Louis 
added to his dominions Franche-Conite, Dunkirk, 
and a part of Flanders. • 

Having been informed that the Genoese had 
supplied the Aigeriites with galleys and warlike 
stores, he dispatched from Toulon a fleet of four¬ 
teen sail of the line, ten bomb ships, and several 
frigates, to act against Genoa. In the bombard¬ 
ment of that city, fourteen thousand shells were 
tiiruy /11 with a terrible effect. The greater pari 
o 1/fhr city.was reduced to ashes, and four thou¬ 
sand troops debarked from the fleet to destroy on* 
tfdr the suburbs. To prevent the total destruction 
T 3 ol 
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of the republic, the doge and four of the princi 
pal senators were forced to set out for Versailles 
to implore the clemency of Louis XIV. 

In 16'SS he found himself engaged in a wal 
w'ih England, Holland, and Germany. The chie; 
pretext for this war was the infraction of the 
treaty of Nimeguen by the French monarch. Ilis 
principal army, which was commanded by ths 
dauphin, invested Philipsburg, the siege of which 
was conducted by Vauban. It surrendered on ths 
ninth day after the trenches had been opened; 
and the capture of several other places tollowed, 
Spire, Worms, Treves, and Oppenheim, opened 
their gates on the appearance of the French, who 
rendered the palatinate a desert by the ravages 
they committed. 

The emperor brought three armies into ths 
Held -against France. The prince of Wuldeck was 
in Flanders at the head of thirty-three thousand 
Batavian trtmps, with whom a junction was form¬ 
ed by ten thousand English, commanded by the 
duke of Marlborough, and a corps of Spaniards 
detached by the governor of the Netherlands. A de¬ 
tachment of the Imperialists was defeated by ths 
French general Beufflers; but, to compensate for 
this miscarriage, the prince of Waldeck obtained 
a complete victory over the French general d’Hu- 
mieres at Walcour, The marechal de Catinat at¬ 
tacked and defeated at Stassarde the army of the 
duke of Savoy, who had signed a treaty of al¬ 
liance with the emperor and the king of Spain. 
Four thousand of his troops were slain; arid this 
memorable defeat led to the conquest of the ■ vk\>J» 
•f Savoy by the French. 

In Flanders the face of affairs was totally 
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changed by the arrival of the marechal de Lux¬ 
embourg, who took the command of the French 
armies. At the battle of Fleurus, he obtained a 
signal victory over the allies, commanded by the 
prince of Waldeck, by whom his predecessor had 
.been defeated. They lost six thousand in killed; 
eight hundred prisoners; two hundred standards 
oruolours; and all their artillery and baggage. 
The combined fleets of England and Holland, 
commanded by lord Torrington, were defeated in 
the same year, 16'£)0, by count Tourville, com¬ 
mandant of the French fleet. 

At the commencement of the ensuing’ cam¬ 
paign, while William 111 . of England presided at 
the Ha gue at a congress of the allies, Louis laid 
liege to Mens, which held out but a short tint*. 
The marechal de Luxembourg obtained another 
victory over the prince of Waldeck. In Italy the 
French were equally successful. They obtained 
possession of Villatranca, Nice, Y«Jlana, and 
Carmagnola; but were obliged to raise the siege of 
• ■Coni by prince Eugene. 

The following year, 169?, was signalized by the 
defeat of the J’Yench fleet commanded by Tour¬ 
ville, by the combined fleets of England and Hol¬ 
land. The French lost three of their first rat» 


ships of war, which were butned by the English 
admiral Delaval; and eighteen other ships were 
destroyed in ^jie bay of Eallogue. Louis was so 
irritated by.this deleat, that he set out at the head 
of an army of a hundred thousand men, and in¬ 
vested /Namur, which was fortified by a new work 
ixvva><f(jd by Cohorn, to whom the defence of the 
"'pi ace was confided. It surrendered; and the gar- 
was forced to seek shelter in the citadel. 

While 



While this event was passing, William III. of Eng¬ 
land attacked the French between Steenkerque and 
Engheim. At the onset, victory declared in his 
favour; hut the mareehal of Luxembourg rallied 
his troops, and gave an uncertain issue to the 
contest. 

The ensuing campaign in Flanders was favour¬ 
able to the French arms. The allies were attack¬ 
ed at three different points. At the commence¬ 
ment of the bailie llieTrench were repulsed ; but 
the prince of Conti having brought up a fresh 
body of troops, they returned to the charge, and 
penetrated into the camp of the allies. While 
the victory was still uncertain, the mareehal 
d’Harcourt rame up with twenty squadrons of 
horse. The event of the buttle, w as thus decided. 
The allies abandoned the field of battle, after a 
loss of eight thousand men, sixty pieces of ord¬ 
nance, and a great number of colours. They 
were equally unfortunate in another battle, tire 
loss of which enabled the mareehal de Luxem¬ 
bourg to take possession of Charleroi, a place, 
which had been strongly disputed. DtTring this 
campaign, the palatinate was ravaged tor tire third 
time hy the French. In Italy, the mareehal de 
Catiimt obtained a victory over the allies. 

Amid these splendid victories, France was ex¬ 
posed to all the horrors of a famine. This con¬ 
sideration, added to the total stagnancy of com¬ 
merce, induced Louis to make overtures of peace. 
11 c was desirous to purchase, it at any prj.ee; but 
the English monarch would not listen to any terms 
of accommodation. The glory of his adversary, 
he was sensible, was on the decline. France KM 
lost three of her best generals, Turenne, Cotyjc.' 

and 
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and Crequi. The death of the marechal He Lux¬ 
embourg followed at the commencement of lb'93 ; 
and Catinat was the only military eommantler in 
whom Louis could place an entire confidence. 
William profited by these circumstances, and laid 
siege tu Namur, before which the English troops 
performed prodigies of valour. The presence of 
their sovereign inspired them with a more than 
mortal courage; and Namur, which was consi¬ 
dered as ilripregnftble, wa? forced to capitulate. 
In Italy the French were equally unfortunate. The 
duke of Savoy laid siege to Casal, which surren¬ 
dered to his amis. On the coast of Catalonia the 
vigilance, of the English admiral, Russell, defeated 
nil the plans of the duke of Veltdome, who hml 
succeeded the marechal de Noaillcs in his com¬ 
mand in that province. The fortune of Louis 
was evidently on the decline: he lost ground in 
Flanders, and gained nothing un the territory bor¬ 
dering on the Rhine. Italy was the theatre of his 
intrigues and negociations; and in Catalonia the 
enterprises of his generals w ere unsuccessful. The 
■coasts of-I.'landers were insulted by the combined 
fleets of England and Holland; and the French 
colonies in the West Indies were blockaded by the 
Engli sli men of war, which hovered with impu¬ 
nity on their coasts. Such being the state of 
France towards the close of the year the 

pride of Louis was humbled to such a degree, that 
he treated secretly with the states general, with 
Spain anji with the duke of Savoy. Ilis proposi¬ 
tions were accepted, and a peace signed at I.o- 
retto.-whither he had repaired on pretext of a 
pilgrimage. In lb'97, the belligerent powers 
congress at Riswick ; and on this occasion 

Louis 
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Louis was disposed to agree to conditions very dif¬ 
ferent from those he had dictated at the treat} 1 of 
Kimeguen. 

While the plenipotentiaries negociated with tho 
tardiness which necessarily ensues where so many 
clashing interests are concerned, the French mo¬ 
narch collected all his forces, and marched them' 
into Flanders and Catalonia, in the hope that new 
successes would procure him more advantageous 
conditions- During this interval, the marecbal 
de Boutflers for France, and the duke of Portland 
for England, had five conferences in sight of their 
respective armies. However the other allies might 
be alarmed by these interviews, they signed the 
conditions proposed by the two commanders in 
chief. The emperor alone endeavoured to throw 
obstacles in the way; but signed the treaty in the 
month of October. Thus was terminated a w ar 
glorious to the French monarch, but disastrous to 
'bis kingdoms. 

On the death of Charles II. of Spain, in 1700, 
a contest entued relative to the inheritance, to 
which there were two pretenders, the duhe of An¬ 
jou, second sun of the dauphin of France, and the 
archduke Charles of Austria, second sun of ihe 
emperor. The former having, bv the influence 
of pope Innocent XII., been declared successor 
to the throne of Spain, the emperor was so much 
irritated by this decision, that lie made every ef¬ 
fort to determine F.ngland and the United Pro¬ 
vinces to declare their intentions. Thev entered 
into nn alliance with him in favour of toe arch¬ 
duke; and the treaty was signed at the Hague in 
the month of September of the above year.' 

Louis having been apprised of the uiargj^ of 
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flic Imperial troops, sent into Italy ail army of 
rvhich the duke of Savoy, one of his new allies, 
wa< declared generalissimo. Prince Eugene, the 
Imperial general, had anticipated, however, the 
arrival of the French, and having forced the post 
of Carpi, had taken possession of the whole of 
the territory between the Adige and the Adda. 
The, French genera), Catinsft, was forced to re¬ 
treat to the other side of the Oglio, and was so 
much discouraged that he s&nt in his resignation, 
lie was succeeded by Viiltrroi, who was, shortly 
after hre arrival in Italy, defeated at the battle 
of -Chian, with a loss of five thousand men. He 
was himself made prisoner at the subsequent battle 
of Cremona, which place, together with the ci¬ 
ties on the banks of the Oglio, and the whole of 
the Mantuan territory, fell into the hands of 
prince Eugene. 

On the death of William III. of Eng- ^ p 
land, the most decided and most S*r- 
tnidable enemy of Louis XIV. queen 
Anne, his .successor, resolved to Sallow impli¬ 
citly thf p)«n he hml traced out. It was de¬ 
cided that war should be formally declared,’on 
the same day, in London, in Vienna, and at 
the Hague, The administration of public affairs 
in Francs was confided to Chamillard, who had 
nothing to recommend him beside a rigid probity. 
Louis being now advanced in years, the military 
operations were all of them planned in the ca¬ 
binet of Madame de Maintenon. Tile commands 
©f the rtgimentl were givon to young officers; 
and t^c soldiery were without discipline. Such 
was the situation of France, when, the allies hav- 


imydockred war, the duk* of Savoy, threw off 

the 
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the mask of friendship, and the king of Portugal 
declared in favour of the archduke Charles. 
The revolt of Naples, and uf several of the Spa¬ 
nish provinces, which were dissatisfied with tho 
government of the house of Bourbon, were fresh 
disasters heaped on France. 

In the month of July the duke of Marlborough 
entered Flanders at the head of the allied forces, 
lie was opposed by the duke of Burgundy and the 
marechal ile Buuffleis 1 ; the former of whom was 
bo disheartened by his defeats, that he demanded 
his resignation. Liege and several other cities, 
which Bouflkrs could not defend, fell into the 
hands of the allies. By this campiagn in Flan¬ 
ders, the reputation of the duke of Marlborough 
■was completely established, 

In Germany the allies made themselves mas¬ 
ters of Keyserswaert. The French army in that 
quarter was commanded by Catinat, who had un¬ 
der him thfi marquis of Villars and count Guis- 

card. The marquis was detached, and attacked 
the prince of Baden at Frerielingen. After an, 
obstinate contest, victory declared in hik favour, 
*nd he was created marechal of f ranee. 1 lie 
campaign terminated by the capture of a few in¬ 
significant places by the allies. 1 

On the following year, 1703, Villars took the 
fort of Kell, and defeated the Imperialists near 
Passau. He obtained a second victory,' which 
put him in possession of Ncubourgl and after- 1 
wards defeated a large body of Imperialists com¬ 
manded by count Stirum. At the same time, the 
duke of Burgundy, having under his copimand 
Tallard and Vauban, laid siege to old Brisacb, 
tv hich surrendered at the and of fourteen 
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To terminate the campaign, the elector of Ba¬ 
varia, in alliance with France, made himself mas¬ 
ter- of Augsbourg. 

T)n the lower Rhine the Imperialists sustained 
several losses. At the approach, however, of the 
redoubtable Marlborough, Villeroi was reducod 
to the necessity of burning his camp at Saint- 
Iol, ami of retreating precipitately within his lines. 
The allies afterwards touk possession of Uni, 
Limbourg, and Gueldre. > 

In Italy, the territory of the duke of Modena 
fell into the hands of the French, who were not 
equally successful by sea. They were defeated 
in a naval engagement by the English, who took 
ten of their ships, and destroyed eight others. 

Tire revolt of the Hungarians, in 1704, was ail 
event highly favourable to France. If the re¬ 
volted had acted in concert with the elector of 
Bavaria, Vienna must have fallen, and the em¬ 
peror have been driven from his hereditary states. 
The elector was master of all the cities on die 
Danube to Passau ; and thirty thousand French 
menaced, on the other side of that river, the Im¬ 
perial capita!. Under these circumstances the 
duke of Marlborough made the rapid march 
which has been so universally admired. He ad¬ 
vanced with such celerity towards the centre of 
the empire, that he gained the battle of Schel- 
lenberg at a moment when Villeroi, who com¬ 
manded the French, was utterly ignorant of the 
progress he had made. Having defeated the com¬ 
bined army of France and Bavaria, he seized r>n 
Donawert, and forced the elector to seek refuge 
in Augsbourg. Marechal Tallard having after- 
yoL, nm, u ward# 
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wards traversed the black forest, and formrd a 
junction with the unfortunate elector at Bi- 
berach, crossed the Danube in the hope of de¬ 
feating prince Eugene, who commanded a sepa¬ 
rate army at Hochstet. The duke of Marl¬ 
borough united his forces to those of prince 
Eugene.; but the elector and Tallard, confiding 
in the superiority of numbers, resolved to hazard 
a battle. Their army was composed of eighty- 
two battalions, and a'hundred and sixty squa¬ 
drons : while that of the allies consisted of 
sixty-four battaliuns, and a hundred and fifty-two 
squadrons only. The French thrice repulsed the 
attack of the enemy, A part of the troops be¬ 
longing to the centre of the right wing of the 
English and Imperialists, having been vigorously 
charged by the French cavalry, and galled in 
their flank by the fire of the infantry posted in 
the village of Blpnheim, gave way. It was 
at this moment that the brave Tallard was 
wounded, and made prisoner. The conflict was 
continued with the utmost obstinacy on both 
sides, until at length the French infantry, having 
been thrown into disorder by the cavalTy, was 
exposed to the impetuous attack of the enemy. 
The French were surrounded ; and from that 
moment prince Eugene, who had succeeded in a 
fourth attack, drove them and the Bavarian 
troops before him. All the corps which were 
within Blenheim were made prisoners ; and the 
consternation was so great in the French army, 
♦hat many of the officers and soldiers tfetew 
themselves into the Danube, in which they pe¬ 
rished to avoid the shame of being made pri«- 
#euars. buck was the jgto of the greater partof 
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thirty squadrons; while the field of battle was co* 
Vered'by twelve thousand dead. Thirteen thou¬ 
sand prisoners; a hundred pieces of artillery; 
twenty-two mortars ; more than a hundred flags; 
nearly two hundred standards; and upwards of 
three thousand tents ; together with the whole of 
the baggage, and the military chest, fell into the 
hands of the allies. This disaster threw the court 
of Versailles into the utmost consternation. 

A war of religion was superudded to the cala¬ 
mities under which France had to groan. The 
protestant inhabitants of the Cevennes mountains, 
who had been protected during the administra¬ 
tion of Colbert, were exposed to new persecutions. 
Having been deprived of their privileges, and 
denied the public exercise of the duties of their 
religion, they assembled in the forests, to adore 
God after their own manner. Their cruel perse¬ 
cutors, Basviile, intendant of Languedoc, and 
Broglio, who commanded the troops 4n that pro¬ 
vince, posted the soldiery in several places, with 
orders to fire on all the small assemblies they 
should meet with in the act of performing divine 
service, and to plunder and destroy the houses of 
those whom they should make prisoners. The 
Cevennes were soon laid waste ; but the zeal of 
the protes'ants augmented with the violence of 
their persecution. They surrounded the house of 
the abbe du Chaila, the inspector of the missions, 
and having liberated their brethren whom he 
held in captivity, put him to death. They at 
length'became so formidable by their numbers 
and t^ieir bravery, that the most renowned ge¬ 
nerals of France were sent against them, but 
w.efiout being able to subdue their spirit. They 
u 2 retired 
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retired to the inaccessible parts of their moun¬ 
tains, where they braved all the forces sent against 
them. This warfare lasted for three years. 

In the campaign of 1705, the marcchal tie 
Villars endeavoured to repair, as much as pos- 
wble, the loss of the battle of Blenheim, and 
the mischiefs by which it had been followed. 
Having reached the banks of the Mozelle,. he 
took possession of Treves, which the duke of 
Marlborough had abandoned, to proceed to Flan¬ 
ders. The prince of Baden, although at the 
head of a large army, was an idle spectator ol' 
this event, Villars having now united his forces 
to those of Marsin, drove the Imperialists from 
the lines of Weissembouvg, and sent forward a 
detachment which took possession of Uambourg. 
He displayed great skill in his successful eflorts 
to prevent the numerous armies of the emperor 
from attempting any important enterprise during 
the continuruce of the campaign. 

In Italy, the duke of Vendome, by'a vigorous 
attack, forced prince F.ugene to the indecisive 
battle of Cassano. The duke of Savoy was be¬ 
reft of the whole of his dominions, with the ex¬ 
ception of C’uni and Turin. Notwithstanding his 
capital was menaced by a siege, he resolved to 
hold out until the last extremity. 

Such was the stats of the belligerent powers 
when thp campaign of 1701) was opened. The 
pari of Peterborough, by a bold manoeuvre, made 
liimsclf master of Barcelona, and the capture of 
that impnftant city was followed by the subju¬ 
gation of tlie whole ot the province of Catalonia. 
The-troops of Spain were defeated by the English 
is the sanguinary conflict of St. Estevag de Liti^a. 

The 
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The victories, in short, obtained by the allies in 
Sjmin determined Louis to assemble all his forces 
in Flanders and on tj>e Rhine. Villars was or¬ 
dered to follow up the successes he had obtained 
over the prince of Baden during the preceding 
campaign; and Villerui was sent to check the 
terrible rapidity of the conquests of the duke of 
Marlborough. His army was attacked by the 
latter, near the village of Ramilies, with such 
an impetuosity, that the f*rench were scarcely as¬ 
sailed when they were vanquished. However, 
the troops of the royal household, on the right, 
forced the Dutch and Danish cavalry to retreat 
towards the left, and vvould have completely 
routed them, had not the duke of Marlborough, 
hastened to their succour. The troops of the royal 
household were Jriven back, and their ranks 
broken. The detachments stationed in the vil¬ 
lage were either put to the sword or made pri¬ 
soners; and Villeroi, as well as the elector of 
Bavaria, escaped with great difficulty. In the 
tumultuous disorder of the French troops, the 
fugitives, who were pursued by the enemy's ca¬ 
valry, were stopped by the baggage, which pre¬ 
vented their retreat. Great numbers of them 
were, by the means of this impediment, slain in 
their flight. The field of battle was covered 
by eight thousand slain ; and six thousand were 
made prisoners. Thus did the most formidable 
army which Louis XIV. had raised for a consi¬ 
derable time, as the last effort of his despair, 
melt away with the glory of the nation, of which 
it wm the sole resource. The allies seized pn the 
whole of the Spanish Netherlands; and a con¬ 
signation was spread throughout France. Louis 
alone supported these heavy calamities with an 
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heroical furtilucle. IIr received the marcchal 
lie Villeroi without a reproach; and resolved to 
stem the torrent of the misfortunes which over¬ 
whelmed his kingdom by the must persevering 
activity. 

Vcndoine was recalled from Italy, and sent 
into Flanders. The duke of Orleans and count 
Flarsin were left in Italy, to act against the duke 
of Savoy. As ha 'persisted in refusing all the 
offers of a separate 'peace, the French com¬ 
manders made every preparation to attack his 
capital, Turin. The command of the siege was 
bestowed on the duke de la Fcuillade, a young 
officer who displayed an ardent courage, but not 
the. smallest knowledge of the military science. 
As soon as the liuts of circumvallalion and coun- 
tervallation were completed, he sent a trumpet 
to offer a passport to the duchess of Savoy and 
her children. To this gatcoiiade the duke of 
Savoy replied), that it was not his intention to al¬ 
low Ins family to leave the place. An instant 
after, the fire from the batteries commenced; and 
the red hot balls were scattered on all sides in 
such an abundance, that the duke at length 
found it prurient to have his family escorted, amid 
the perils by which they were surrounded, to the 
Genoese territory, lie himself made a sortie 
from the city, at the head of a chosen body o4 
cavalry, to harass the besiegers. The siege was 
tontiiiucd with an enormous expenditure of am¬ 
munition, but without the smallest probability of 
success. It lasted so long, that fourteen thousand 
French perished under the walls of the Pied¬ 
montese capital. As the garrison had likewise 
suffered considerable losses, and hud nearly ba- 
hautitd the whole of its ammunition, the arrival 

of 
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of prince Eugene could alone save it from capi¬ 
tulation; and this event was scarcely to be ex- 
peVtcd. Vendome had, before bis departure, 
fortified all the passages by which the prince 
could approach Turin, and had formed a chain 
of entrenchments on the banks of the Adige, 
Eugene, however, whose genius, fertile in ro- 
soufees, considered nothing to be impossible, 
passed four great rivers under the fire of the 
French batteries, and, b£ his daring intrepidity, 
removed all the obstacles calculated to prevent, 

or, at the least, to impede bis march, lie formed 
a junction with the duke of Savoy near Asti, 
and, by his unexpected arrival, threw the French 
troops into the greatest consternation. The dnkn 
de la Feuilimle having been joined by the duke 
of Orleans, with a powerful reinforcement, a 
council was held at the encampment before Tu¬ 
rin; and its decision was that the French com¬ 
manders should remain within the lines, to wait 
the enemy’s attack. 

Prince Eugene advanced with eight columns, 
and proceeded towards the entrenchments, at a 
small di,stance from which lie formed. Ills fint 
attack having been vigorously repulsed, be put 
himself at the head of the battalions on the lrit, 
and forced the entrenchments. The duke of 
Savoy was equally successful in making his first 
charge to the right aud in the centre. The lines 
were broken, and iu the space of two hours 
lhe whole of the French army dispersed. The 
duke of Orleans was wounded ; and marechal de 
Marscn made prisoner, together with seven thou- 

pi. wf of the troops. Five thousand French wer* 
le'^dcad in the field. 

On the receipt of the intelligence of this great 
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disaster Louis’s courage forsook him for the first 
time. He had the mortification to reflect that, 
on the side of Italy, his troops, heretofore con¬ 
sidered as invincible, had, as well as those of 
Spain, been driven from the Mantuan territory, 
from the Milanese, from Piedmont, and from the 
kingdom of Naples. He could no longer inspira 
in his enemies any other sentiment than that of 
pity. Ilis most flourishing armies had been swept 
away ; his brilliant cbnquests on the side of the 
Danube were lost; and his troops driven out of 
the Flemish territory, Madame de Maintenon 
did every thing to encourage him, but without 
effect. 

He employed the elector of Bavaria to write to 
the duke of Marlborough, and to the deputies 
of the United Provinces, to demand a congress, 
which might, at the least, suspend the calamities 
of war. He implored the pope to mediate with 
the emperor,; and evacuated every part of Italy' 
to save the wretched remains of the army of the 
duke of Orleans. England and Holland refused 
to listen to any terms of accommodation ; and it 
was resolved that the war should be prosecuted 
with redoubled vigour. 

Louis was not without his consolations at this 
juncture. In the campaign of 170 “, the mare- 
chal de Villars forced the lines of Stolhoffen, and, 
having dispersed the enemy’s troops, penetrated 
to the Danube. - Toulon, besieged by prince 
Eugene, and blockaded by an English fleet, was 
delivered; and in Spain, the affairs of the allies 
were deranged by the loss of the battle of Al¬ 
manza. Encouraged by these fortunate ev*n», 
Louis formed the bold project of the invasiolNuf 
England, with the design of placing on the throne 
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of that kingdom the son of James II. An at¬ 
tempt having been made to form a party in 
England and in Scotland, a fleet of eight ships 
of the line, and seventy transports, was fitted 
out at Dunkirk ; and six thousand men embark¬ 
ed. This fleet was commanded by the chevalier 
Forbin Janson, As there were at that time in 
Scotland only three thousand regular troops, 
great hopes of success were entertained. By the 
vigilance, however, of the British admiral, Byng, 
the troops were prevented from landing in that 
part of Great Britain, and the fleet returned to 
Dunkirk without having accomplished its pur¬ 
pose. 

In the campaign of 1708, the French artnv in 
Flanders was confided to the duke of Burgundy, 
the presumptive heir of the crown. Incredible 
cft'urts were made to raise a body of troops 
worthy of this prince, who had under him 
the duke of Vendome. The elcctoi»of Bavaria, 
<tnd M. de Berwick, were appointed to com¬ 
mand on the Rhine; and marecltttl Villars, in 
Duuphine. The amount of the French force in 
Flanders was a hundred thousand men, and that 
of the. allies eighty thousand only. It was, not¬ 
withstanding, deemed essential by the French ca¬ 
binet to have recourse to stratagem, to obtain 
w hat it might have been impracticable to atchieve 
by force. The inhabitants of Ghent and Bruges 
being in open hostilities with the Dutch gurrisoiis, 
and it. part of the latter having been gained over 
bv the. intrigues of the duke of Bavaria, these 
tw o Maces • became an easy conquest to the 
Frcr/h. The redoubtable duke of Marlborough, 
alter prince Eugene, hastened by rapid strides to- 
. wards 
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wards the scene of action, and disconcerted all 
the plans of the French military council. Having 
detFrmincd to attack the duke of Burgundy in 
his camp near Oudctiarde, they made every pre¬ 
paration to cross the Scheldt, a passage which 
they accomplished with a surprising celerity. The 
duke of Burgundy resolved to give them battle ; 
and one of his generals, Grimaldi, received or¬ 
ders to commence the charge with the troops of 
the royal household* Having found a morass 
and a rivulet in his way, he refused to advance, 
and retreated to the right. The allies, with an 
incredible impetuosity, attacked the village of 
Hcynem, in which eleven battalions of French 
were posted ; and took possession of the place. 
The main body of the French army supported, with 
great firmness, the first shock of the enemy’s in¬ 
fantry. The combat had been continued for an 
hour, without the victory declaring on either 
side, when"the prince of Orange came up with 
the Dutch infantry, and, by u rapid movement, 
attacked the French in flank. Count Tilly, and 
general Anverquerck, had already made a con^ 
siderable impression on the right wing. The 
French troops were thrown into such disorder, 
that all the efforts of the duke of Vendotne, who 
galloped through their ranks, were not sufficient 
to rally them. They were driven back by the 
allies with such an impetuosity, that a general 
confusion ensued. Several of the regiroenis were 
cut in pieces ; and several others laid down their 
arms. Night came on to save the greater part 
of the French army, and afforded the duke of 
V’endome an opportunity of retreating toVards 
Ghent. By the means of a rear guard of twenty 

battalions 
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battalions which lie had formed, he prevented his 
.nrniy from being harassed by the enemy’s de¬ 
tachments sent off in the morning at daybreak. 
In the above action of Oudenarde, the French 
had three thousand men killed, and seyjen thou¬ 
sand made prisoners. 

The allies, taking advantage of their victory, 
laid siege to Lille, the strongest fortilied city m 
the Netherlands, containing twenty-one bat¬ 
talions of the best troops of.France. Thrir com¬ 
munication with Antwerp was cut off by the duke 
of Vendome ; but they drew their supplies from 
Ostend, and vanquished every difficulty which lay 
in their way. Their iDtrepid perseverance obliged 
ihe governor, marcchal lioufflers, to capitulate, 
after having hrhl out for nearly four months in 
the citadel. The city itself was surrendered at 
the, termination of two months. During this siege 
tire English were distinguished by a very heruical 
action, Fifteen thousand French having been 
sent tn intercept a convoy of provisions from 
Ostend, the English general, Webb, with sis 
thousand infantry, defeated them with the loss of 
three thousand men. The capture of Lille was 
followed by the fall of Ghent, Bruges, Plassen* 
dual, Lessingbert, and several other places. I 4 
short, the route to Paris was open to the em¬ 
peror, had he chosen tn penetrate into France, A 
party of Dutch had the audacity to proceed front 
Oo,urtray to Versailles, from whence they earriexj 
off in triumph one of the king's equerries whom 
they mistook for the dauphin, the father of the 
duke of Burgu,ndy. 

Lou* was equally unfortunate in Dauphipe, 
wheretQtedukwof Swoy wrested from hint the forts 

*/ 
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of Pppousso, Fenestrelles, and St. Martin. In' 
the Mediterranean, the English fleet commanded 
by admiral Leake made the important captures 
of the islands of Sardinia and Minorca. These 
miscarriages led the French monarch, in 17 Oy, 
to try the effect of negotiations. As Holland 
was alone capable of bringing about a general- 
peace, the most humiliating propositions were 
made to the grand pensionary, Ilcinsius, who at 
length consented to.treat. The preliminaries 
were, however, so unfavourable to France, that 
Louis rejected them, and ordered marcchal Vil- 
lars to open the campaign with every possibles 
vigour and alacrity. This celebrated campaign 
was to decide the fate of Trance and Spain, see¬ 
ing that a defeat could not fail to be followed by 
the most disastrous consequences, 

The allies having made themselves masters of 
Tournay, crossed the Scheldt to invest Mons. 
Yillars advanced to prevent them from effecting 
their object, and posted himself advantageously 
behind the woods of Blangies and Tanicres, near 
Malplaquet. He defended his encampment, which 
was strongly fortified, by a triple entrenchment. 
He had been joined by the marcchal de Bouf- 
flers; and his army consisted of a hundred 
thousand men. In this strong position he was 
attached by the allies. The Dutch, posted to the 
left, were thrice repulsed, and thrice led on by 
the prince of Orange with the utmost gallantry. 
The English were more successful to the right. 
After a most’.obstinate conflict, the French were 
driven from their entrenchments, and forced to 
seek shelter in the woods of Sars 'and T“»ieres. 
Y [liars, in leading on the troops from the^ eft tq 
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the centre, was wounded ; ami this fatal rircuin- 
stance decided the victory in 1'avuur of the allies. 
Tie French troops made so orderly a retreat to- 
waros Valenciennes, under the marerhnl de Bouf- 
fftrs, that the allies abandoned their pursuit. The 
latter undertook the siege of Molts, which having 
surrendered in the month of October, the armies 
went into their winter quarters. 

The conferences which ensued in the spring of 
1710 took place at Gertruidenherg, but did not 
lead to the expected accommodation. Accord¬ 
ingly, tlte niarechal ile Yillars collected a new 
army, and proceeded to the succour of L)ouai, 
which, however, as well as several other places, 
fell into the hands of the allies. These were the 
only noticeable events which occurred during the 
campaign in Flanders. In Spain the operations 
were more important, and attracted the notice of 
all Europe. The Spanish monarch having lost 
the battle of Saragossa, was forced to retreat, 
first to Madrid, and afterwards to Valladolid. 
The duke of Vendome. hastened to his protection, 
■and by his aid the rapid progress ot the imperial 
general Stamnberg was checked. Scarce!) three 
months had elapsed after the battle of Saragossa, 
when the French general forced the Imperialists 
to retreat towards Portugal, and having crossed 
the Tagus in their pursuit, surprised the town of 
Briglinega, in which he made general Stanhope, 
and two thousand English under Ins command,, 
prisoners. On the following day count Starem-. 
berg’s army was attacked at Villa-Yiciosa. Philip, 
V. commanded the right wing of the Spanish’ 
troops; and Tcndonie the left. Although tho 

x" ‘ ' day 
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day was not absolutely won by Philip, his enemy 
found it prudent to retreat to Barcelona. 

The negocisitions for peace were renewed, but 
with as little effect as before In the month of 
February 1?11, the duke of Marlborough was 
sent to the Hague, to prepare for the opening of 
another campaign, on which the death of the em¬ 
peror Joseph I. had not the influence which might 
have been presumed. Louis, on in's side, made 
such extraordinary effilrts, that the army he ap¬ 
pointed to act in Flanders, under the murechal de 
Villars, was still more powerful than any of the 
preceding ones. This army was encamped behind 
the Satuer, in so advantageous a position, that 
there was little apprehension of an attack. The 
lines extended from Boucliain on the Scheldt, 
^long the Sanzer and the Scarpe, to Arras, anil 
from thence to Canche; and were fortified by re¬ 
doubts which rendered them in a manner impreg¬ 
nable. The resources of tin* French general were, 
however, vveukened by the necessity he was under 
of sending reinforcements to tho elector of Bava¬ 
ria on the Rhine. The contending armies re¬ 
mained in their respective encampments from the 
15th of June to the 12th of July, being merely 
separated by the Scarpe. The French army 
formed a kind of circle, which extended from 
Arras, with Its right at Monchi-Pren, and its left 
.at Duisan. That of the allies was encamped in 
|be vicinity of Liens, with its right at Lievin, and 
its laft at Heron-Lielard. The advantageous po¬ 
sition which the roarechal de Villan had taken 
*lp gave so little uneasiness to the allies, jnoro 
jpiirticuiuly M & dyke had been coustructedigear 
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■Arleux, which not only-prevented the working of 
the mills of Douiiy, but intercepted the navigation 
of the Scarpe helotv that river. The allies hav¬ 
ing made two unsuccessful attempts to obtain pos¬ 
session of a small fortress and a redoubt which 
commanded the dyke, returned a third time to 
the charge with eight thousand men, and carried 
these two posts after a vigorous resistance. Be¬ 
ing desirous to fortify them, the duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough encamped twelve squadrons of horse, and 
ten battalions of infantry, to cover the workmen. 
To dislodge this body of troops, the rnarechal dc 
Villars detached count Gassion, who had the ad¬ 
dress to reach the allies undiscovered. Having 
ranged his cavalry in four lines, he ordered th* 
first of them to attack the enemy's camp, which 
was done with so much impetuosity, that the de¬ 
tachment of the allies was forced to retreat to the 
vicinity of Douay. This enterprise was ineffec¬ 
tual. The duke of Marlborough,. by a' feint 
which displaced his profound military talents, 
having approached the French army within lc.-s 
■than two leagues, prepared a great number of 
fascines, as i! lie meditated an attack. Villars 
assembled Ids forces in that quarter, in expecta¬ 
tion of a combat; but learned with surprise that 
generals Cudogan and Hunt peach had crossed the 
Sanzer at Vitri, and that the duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough himself was near Arleux. lie decamped 
with his whole army at day break, and putting 
himself at the head of the troops of the royal 
household, made such haste that at uoon he iound 
iimself within sight of Marlborough, who had 
just farmed a junction with count Hompesch. 
This tiufureseen accident obliged the marcchal to 
. x 2 retreat 
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retreat towards'Cumbray; and the anil’s crossed 
the lines uf the French army. The French his¬ 
torians themselves confess that this was a disgrace¬ 
ful retreat. 

The duke of Marlborough laid siege to Bou- 
chain, and conducted the operations with so much 
ability, that, notwithstanding it was strongly for¬ 
tified both by nature and art, the trenches had 
only been opened twenty days, when the garrison, 
consisting of four thousand men, was forced to 
surrender. The contending armies now separat¬ 
ed ; but before tiiey went into winter quarters, 
Villars intercepted the communication by water 
with Lille, Llouay, and Tournay. 

The operations by sea were chiefly confined to 
the two Americas. An F.nglish fleet, commanded 
by admiral Walker, failed in ail expedition against 
Quebec; and the celebrated French naval com¬ 
mander, Dugue-Trouin, in his enterprise against 
Rio-.laniern and Bresil, deceived the expectatiom 
cf the public by a successful issue which was not 
naturally to be expected. He commanded a 
squndron of seven snips of the line, six trigates,’ 
and a bomb vessel, with two thousand five hun¬ 
dred troops for limiting. With this force lie cap¬ 
tured the city of ltio-Janiero, defended by thir¬ 
teen thousand Purlugue.se, 

The dauphin, the eldest son of Louis XIV., 
died in his fiftieth year, universally lamented. He 
left behind him the character of a good son, a 
good husband, a good father, and a virtuous 
prince. The title of dauphin fell to the lot of the 
duke of Burgundy, who died at the commence¬ 
ment of the following year, 1712, honored by 
tli« eulogies and regrets of the nation. Alter his 

death 
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death his new title descended to the duke of Brit¬ 
tany, his eldest son, who being deceased at the 
hge of five years, left the quality of dauphin and 
presumptive heir of the crown, to the duke of 
Anjou, aged only two years. Louis, XIV. sus¬ 
tained a new loss by the death of the marcchal 
de Boutflers, who had rendered important services 
to his country during a space of forty years. 
Thb young duke ol Boufflcrs, his son, succeeded 
him in the government"of Flanders and H»i- 
nault. 

During the operations of the campaign we have 
just given, secret negotiations had been constantly 
on faot between the ministers of England and 
France, by the medium of abbe Gauthier, a 
shrewd political character. He returned to 
France with Prior, the celebrated poet, who had 
been secretary to the earls of Portland ami Jersey, 
ambassadors at the court of Versailles; The in¬ 
structions given to Prior were of a Iknited nature, 
seeing tha't he was merely authorised to communi¬ 
cate the demands of England, to rereive the re¬ 
ply of the king, and more particularly to observe 
whether the king of Spain had delegated to hil 
grandfather, Louis, full powers to act in his name. 

The English poet and negociator having reached 
Fontainebleau incognito, communicated the pro¬ 
positions of the English ministry, and required a 
categorical reply before he should proceed to treat. 
The demands of queen Anne were as follows ; a 
barrier for Holland, in the Netherlands; another 
fur the emperor, on the Rhine ; the restitution of 
-whatever liasl been taken from the duke of Savoy ; 
and'jthe entire cession of the cities mentioned in 
her treaties with the allies. She required likewise 
x 3 that 
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that her title should be acknowledged, as well « 
the succession to the crown in the protestant line 
of the house of Hanover; that Dunkirk should 
be demolished; that Fort Mahon and Gibraltar 
should remain in the hands of the English; that 
she should have the exclusive enjoyment of the 
traffic of negroes; that England should enjoy all 
the advantages of a free commerce with Spain; 
that Newfoundland and Hudson's Day should be 
ceded to her; that shtf should have a footing in 
South America; that the commerce of Holland 
should be secured; and, finally, that ‘ the crowns 
of France and Spain should never again be united. 
The death of the emperor had entirely changed 
the political system of Great Britain, which, 
ceasing to have the same interests, was not de¬ 
sirous to make a third attempt to dethrone Philip, 
at the expense of her men and treasures, perhaps 
even of her glory. It was agreed that the secret 
should be inviolably kept, until both the parties 
should consent to its disclosure. 

• It was impossible that Louis XIV. could assent 
to these hard conditions, without giving to the 
commerce of England the greatest advantages, t» 
the detriment of that of France, and, indeed of 
all Europe. The negociation was accordingly at 
a stand ; but as it was the policy of Louis, in this 
cruel alternative, to gain time, he came to a re¬ 
solution to treat in London, anil to invest his nu- 
gociator with powers which might overcome many 
of the difficulties that lay in the way. M. Mena- 
ger, deputy of the city of Rouen to the counsel 
of commerce, was chosen by Louis for this very 
delicate and important mission. He proceeded t« 
England, accompanied by the British envoy, with 
5 luL 
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ftill powers to reflate the preliminaries of a 
treaty. As the cession of Newfoundland, and of 
Hudson’s Bay, was calculated to destroy both the 
commerce and the navy of France, he was not to 
cede the latter on any conditions, but to give up 
the former of these possessions under certain re¬ 
strictions, provided it would tend to re-establish 
the peace. 

On his arrival in London, the French plenipo¬ 
tentiary held a conference with the British minis¬ 
ters; and, after the usual discussions, succeeded 
in obtaining the signature of a few of the preli¬ 
minaries. 11c was afterwards presented to the 
queen at Windsor, and met with a very fluttering 
reception, There was, however, one difficulty to 
be overcome: Louis XIV. had not as yet acknow¬ 
ledged Anne in her quality of queen of Great 
Britain, This obstacle, however, which would 
have been of serious import at any other time, 
was considered as very trivial at a,Conjuncture 
when a treaty was to be concluded so necessary to 
franco, and so desirable to England. The queen 
requested Menager to be the bearer of her com¬ 
pliments to his sovereign, and to assure him that 
she would make every effort to accelerate the ne- 
goeiation. Under this favourable impression tha 
French minister returned to France. About tha 
same time inarechal Tallard was released, and ob¬ 
tained permission to return to his native country 
on his parole. It was considered that he had con¬ 
tributed essentially to the first overtures of peace. 

Tile British ambassador at the Hague received 
orders to coniinunicate to the grand pensionary of 
Holb'/hd, the preliminaries signed between Great 
Britain and France, and to fix the spot where tha 
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plenipotentiaries were to assemble. was de¬ 
sired to state that his queen had not granted any 
condition which could be injurious to the states 
general. She trusted that what she had doue 
would meet their approbation, which was of the 
utmost importance, as a refusal on their part 
would again plunge Europe in all the horrors of 
war. To this he was commanded to add that his 
sovereign was fully bent on concluding a pence. 

The preliminaries vterr likewise communicated 
to count Galas, the Imperial ambassador resident 
in London, lie was so much enraged at their im¬ 
port, that, with a view to kindle up an insurrec¬ 
tion among the people, he caused them to be 
translated into English, and inserted in the public 
prints. By this scandalous conduct he had like 
to have overturned the glorious edifice of peaep. 
It was resented with so much spirit, that he was 
not allowed ,to appear at court. The secrecy with 
which the negotiation had been managed alarmed 
the Dutch, who sent M. Buys to London, in qua¬ 
lity of envoy extraordinary, to prevail on queen 
Anne, to depart from the resolution she had taken." 
He had instructions either to annul the negotia¬ 
tion, or, at the least, to promote a continuance 
of the war, to the ruin of the new ministry. 

In reply to his intrigues and remonstrances, the 
queen declared that she should consider any delay 
on the part of the United Provinces, as a refusal 
of her propositions. Buys formed a concert with 
the wliigs, to prevent, or, if that was not prac¬ 
ticable, to retard the treaty, and thus overturn 
the new tory administration. He entered int*-a 
dose alliance with Bothmer, the Hanoverian en¬ 
voy, and took a decided part in the intrigues, the 
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»im of which was, in the first instance, to call 
the duke of Hanover to England, and afterwards 
to' invite thither prince Eugene. The invincible 
firmness of the queen, and the failure of the cabals 
formed against her ministers, at length alarmed 
the states of Holland, and forced them to consent 
that the congress should be opened at Utrecht on 
the 12th of January 1712. 

While the preparations were making for the 
opening of the congress, Louis XIV. considered 
that he had not to dread either the exorbitant de¬ 
mands of the emperor, or the vain pretensions of 
the states general. His close connection with 
Great. Britain, and the good understanding be¬ 
tween him and queen Anne, convinced him that, 
in the progress of time, the allies would be forced 
to subscribe to the conditions which the English 
ministry might deem equitable. The war had 
been particularly oppressive to England. Portu¬ 
gal, Holland, and the princes of Germany had not 
furnished thfeir contingents, which were still in ar¬ 
rears. They could not but be sensible of their in¬ 
sufficiency to continue the war, without money, 
without troops, and more particularly without the 
genius of the great Marlborough. However, al¬ 
though the opening of the congress had been fixed 
for the 12th, it did not take place until the 29 th 
of January. 

Tile plenipotentiaries being assembled, the 
Dutch conducted themselves as if they had beeli 
forced to take a part in a negociation which was 
displeasing to them. War appeared to be the 
jiJ+ng passion of this nation, which had, on former 
occasions, preferred its commrrrc to its glory, and 
its seamen to its soldiers. It became necessary 
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that the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain should 
assume an imperative tone in the conferences. 
Instructions were forwarded to them by the me¬ 
dium of Mr. Harley, to declare, that the de¬ 
mands they had to make were of such import¬ 
ance to the welfare of nil the. belligerent powers, 
that it was expedient either to grant them, or to 
terminate the negotiation. The object of one of 
these demands was a security to be given by the 
courts of Versailles .and Madrid, that the two 
crowns should never be united. The English 
ministers were surprised when they found 
that the French ambassadors had not any 
power to discuss this article. Louis XIV. had 
written to the Secretary, St. Jean, to say that the 
renunciation which was required would strike 
at the fundamental laws of the kingdom ; but 
that he had consulted his grandson, Philip, on 
this very interesting object. The abbe Gauthier 
now informed the ministers assembled at the 
congress, tfiat the reply of Philip had not been 
received, notwithstanding the alternative of con¬ 
tinuing the war under all the disadvantageous 
circumstances, or of renouncing the throne of 
Trance, had been submitted tu bis serious con¬ 
sideration. The negotiations were suspended un¬ 
til the arrival of his answer, inasmuch as tho 
allies considered the renunciation to be a very 
essential point, to prevent the aggrandizement 
of the house of Bourbon. As Philip still thought 
proper to preserve an utter silence, Louis pro¬ 
posed that the regulation for the succession of 
Spain, approved and promulgated in the^pserajgjy 
oi the Cortex or states of Castillo and Arragon, 
should be received by the allies, as a sufficient 
security against the union of the two crowns. 

This 
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This proposition having boon rejected, and the 
congress being on the eve of breaking up, Louis, 
to avoid a rupture, proposed, in a letter to the 
English ministers, another alternative, namely, 
that on. a supposition the king of Spain should 
refuse to renounce to the rights of his birth, and 
to his pretensions to the crown of France, the 
most Christian king would concert, with the 
queen 'of England, the necessary means to bring 
Philip to such a decision a^ would lead to the 
conclusion of a peace which was now so much 
advanced, 

Queen Anne, in reply, assured Louis XIV. 
that she should be delighted with a peace in the 
equity of which he should himself agree ; and be¬ 
ing desirous to afford every satisfaction to the 
king of Spain which hor own interests would al¬ 
low, she left it to bis choice, either to renounce 
his birthright, and to preserve the monarchy of 
Spain with his Indian possessions, or ttwsurrender 
them to secure his right to the crown of France, 
and to receive, in exchange for Spain and the 
Indies, the kingdom of Sicily, of which he held 
the immediate possession, and the kingdom of 
Naples, together with the duchies of Savoy, 
Mnntferrat, and Mantua; and that, in the case 
he should himself, or any one of his descendants, 
succeed to the crown of France, these states 
should be annexed to that kingdom, with the re¬ 
serve of Sicily, which should be ceded to the 
house of Austria. According to this prujcct, the 
duke of Savoy was to make an advantageous 
exclnfnge of his states for Spain and the. Indies. 

The congress, the operations of which were 
suspended, waited the definitive resolution of the 

king 
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king of Spain, who at length deemed it prudent 
to renounce all his pretensions to the crown of 
France, rather than abandon the throne ■ of 
Spain, on which he had been seated amid the 
greatest obstacles, from which he had been after¬ 
wards precipitated, and which Vendome had 
finally restored to him, in 1710, by the victory 
of Villa Viciosa. When the French ministers 
made this communication to the congress., they 
were instructed by their sovereign to observe to 
the refractory Hollanders, whom no terms could 
satisfy, that he could not, any more than the 
English, allow himself to he amused by the pro¬ 
position of a suspension of arms. 

In the interim the season for opening the cam¬ 
paign was arrived. Villais commanded in Flan¬ 
ders an army which Louis XIV. had been con¬ 
strained to put on as good a footing as the 
■wretched condition of his kingdom would allow. 
An essential point on which he reckoned was a 
change of measures, and more particularly of 
the. general. The duke of Marlborough, who 
had been so long the terror of the courts fif 
Versailles and Madrid, was succeeded by the duke 
•of Ormond. Before, however, the latter took the 
command of the English forces, the earl of Al¬ 
bemarle, the commander of the Batavian army, 
had bombarded Arras, and having set fire to one 
of the suburbs, had retired. The duke of Or¬ 
mond joined prince Eugene at Tournay, but with 
express orders neither to risk a battle, nor to act 
«flensively. Villais, who was apprised of these 
orders, having relaxed in his usual vigilance, af¬ 
forded an opportunity to prinpe Eugene to lay 
eiegfc to Quesnoy. The trenches having, been 

opened, 
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opened, the 6i’egc was covered by the duke of 
Ormond ; but a suspension of arms, signed be¬ 
tween the queen of England and Louis XIV., im¬ 
posed on him the necessity of a new operation. 
He had to separate from the army of the allies, 
both tlie English troops and the foreign merce¬ 
naries in the pay of Grpat Britain. 

Prince Eugene continued the siege of Quesnoy 
with so much vigour, that it surrendered after a 
short siege of three weeljs. He afterwards de¬ 
tached general Grovesteins, who entered France 
at the head of fifteen hundred horse. Having pe¬ 
netrated into Champagne, he crossed the Meuse, 
the Mozelle, and the Sarre, retreating afterwards 
to Traesbach, with a very rich booty, and a 
great number of hostages. He had the audacity 
to levy heavy contributions under the very forti¬ 
fications of Metz. This bold enterprise was 
productive of the utmost consternation both at 
Paris and Versailles. It had no sooner reached 
the ears of Villars, than, by way of retaliation, 
he detached a party which advanced to the other 
side of Bergen-op-zoom, and haviug penetrated 
into the island of Tholeu, laid it waste. As 
soon as the suspension of arms between England 
and France had been published, the city and forti 
of Dunkirk were delivered up to fresh English 
troops. The vessels and gallies belonging to 
Louis XIV. remained in the port; the intendant 
and magistrates continued to exercise their func¬ 
tions ; but the garrison retreated to Bergue-St. 
WinoK. 

■Prince Eugene laid siege to Landrecy, but wa# 
Forced, by the inferiority of the numbers of tbo 
Imperial troops, to abaudofl his enterprise, The 
yoa, xxiii. y cart 
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ear! of Albemarle was encamped, with seventeen 
battalions, and fourteen squadrons, to cover the 
lines, lie was separated by the Scheldt from 
the right wing of the army of prince Eugene, 
svho had extended his lines from the Scheldt to 
the Scarpe, to secure his convoys of supplies 
Irom the attacks of the garrisons of Cambray and 
Valenciennes, and to cover his magazines at 
Marchicntios. Villars conceived the plan of 
seizing on these magazines, and of forcing the en¬ 
campment of Detrain. He advanced as far as 
Chatillun, as if with a view to attack the allies 
before Landrecy ; and the more readily to im¬ 
pose on the enemy, threw bridges across the river. 
Prince Eugene, whom it was not easy to deceive, 
being persuaded that he was about to be attack¬ 
ed, hail an intrem htnciu thrown up before his 
right wing, and having posted there grncral Fagel, 
with forty battalions, retired with his right to¬ 
wards Landrircy. By ibis operation he found 
himself at the distance of three leagues from 
Denain. Villars, perceiving that his stratagem 
hail been successful, hastened to the execution of 
his proje ct. In the evening he sent orders to 
count Broglin to advance with forty squadrons 
along the hank of the Sellc, and to guard all the 
posts of that small river with so much circum- 
CTiection as to prevent the allies from being in- 
itirmed of the march of the army. This attempt, 
which had been skilfully contrived, was con¬ 
ducted with prudence, and attended by all pos¬ 
sible success. 

Broglio attacked and forced the lines between 
Neufville and Denain, before prince Eugene had 
Urae to throw in any succours, After having 

seized 
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grimed on five hundred waggons laden with bread, 
placed in the rear of the lines, and captured the 
guard, which consisted of live hundred cavalry 
and as many infantry, Yillars led his infantry 
against the entrenchment of Denuiu, defended by 
seventeen battalions. The allies made the must 
courageous resistance; but the mareclial attached 
them with so much impetuosity, that after a se¬ 
vere conflict, the French became masters of the 
encampment, and refusing to give any quarter, 
made a most dreadful carnage. A portion of the 
enemy having made good their retreat into the 
village, were so vigorously assailed, tliut in their 
attempt to escape they were drowned in the 
Scheldt. Of the seventeen battalions only four 
hundred men escaped. Towards the close of the 
combat, prince Eugene came up with fresh 
troops, and presented himself in front of the 
bridge of Prouvi, defended by Albergoti. Not¬ 
withstanding he made a very impetuous attack, 
he was so warmly received, that he was forced to 
retire wirh the loss of four battalions. The loss 
of the French was very inconsiderable. The uu* 
expected victory they had obtained inspired them 
wills a new ardour, and at the same time con¬ 
vinced the allies how very insuflicicut their forces 
were, now that the English had withdrawn from 
them their protection. 

Marchiennes surrendered to the French, after 
having made a most vigorous resistance. Villars 
found in it a hundred pieces of artillery, three 
hundred waggons, and a prodigious quantity of 
ammunition and provisions. So considerable a 
loss deranged the allies in the execution of their 
plans, ami tbi Dutch, who perceived that their 
Y 2 vanity 
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vanity was nnlongcr to be indulged, anil that they 
liftd Ceased tu be, what tliey hail pomptiuslv called 
themselves, the arbiters of Europe, began to look 
■criously forward towards a peace. Villars in¬ 
vested Downy, and the fort de Scarpe. The lat¬ 
ter was carried on the twelfth day after the 
trenches had l>ecn opened, and the garrison made 
prisoners of war. The sluices were now opened 
to inundate the plains, and the approaches made 
to the city. The garrison, consisting of upwards 
of three thousand men, surrendered at the ex¬ 
piration of thirteen days, on the same conditions 
Which the allies had granted to the garrison of 
Qucsnoy. On the day of the surrender of Douay, 
the marquis of Saint Fremont invested the place 
above mentioned. On the following day Villars 
arrived, and covered the siege with his army, 
which the victory of Denain, notwithstanding the 
losses he had sustained, seemed to have fortified. 
He posted his troops so advantageously, that 
prince Eugene did not attempt to succour the 
place. The consequence was that the besieged 
made a gallant but unsuccessful defence. They 
Surrendered on the 4th of October, to the amount 
of four thousand men ; and then it was that the 
luarecbal atchicvcd the most important, and, per¬ 
haps, the most brilliant of his conquests. Prince 
Eugene, when he raised the siege of Landrccy, 
had deposited in Qucsnoy all his artillery, of 
which Villars took possession. It consisted of 
sixteen pieces of ordnance of a large calibre, of 
a great number of others of a smaller calibre, of 
fourteen mortars, four or five hundred thousand 
bounds weight of gunpowder, grenades, military 
implement!, and provisions of every description. 

Nolwilh- 
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Notwithstanding the rigour of the season, ViJ- 
lars, whose ambition was not so much to conquer, 
as to die gloriously at the head of his troops, 
considered that the reduction of Coucliain would 
be a glorious trophy to add to those of his suc¬ 
cessful campaign. The allies had considerably 
augmented the fortifications, and the garrison 
consisted of four battalions. Nothing could, 
however, resist the daring activity of Yillars, 
who soon made himself master of that important 
place. The sole consolation which was afforded 
to the allies, was the capture of the fort of Ke- 
noque, in which there wrre only a hundred and 
fifty French, it was surprised by a detachment 
from Ostcml. 

At the above epoch nothing remarkable oc¬ 
curred in Germany ; but in Italy the Imperialists 
hiet with some success. They forced the garrison 
of St. Philip to surrender at discretion, after a 
strenuous resistance of nearly two lyunlhs. The 
cirv of Porto-Kcole surrendered about the same 
time. In Spain, the archduke's party kept on 
the defensive ; and Philip neglected the opportu¬ 
nity of taking advantage of his superiority. 

Louis XIV., who whs fully U-nt on the con¬ 
clusion of the peace, resolved, by the most vi¬ 
gorous efforts in Flanders, to oblige the emperor 
and the United Pruiinccs to accede to the tran¬ 
quillity of Europe, by their acceptance of the 
propositions held out to them at the conferences 
at Utrecht. Now that he had concluded aivar- 
lnistice with Great Liritain, he directed bis at¬ 
tention to hi a murine, and planned an expedition 
against St. Jago. A squadron having been fitted 
out at Toulon, prccee led to its destination, and 
T 3 landed 
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landed A detachment of a thousand men in front 
of the city of Jago, the governor of which was 
so terrified, that he surrendered the place, al¬ 
though very difficult of access, and notwith¬ 
standing there were from ten to twelve thousand 
tnen on the island capable of carrying arms. As 
he afterwards fled into the interior, accompanied 
by the principal inhabitants, to avoid the payment 
of a ransom of sixty thousand dollars for fhe 
city and forts, the latter were blown up by the 
commander of the expedition, and the greater 
part of the city burned. The Dutch colonies of 
Surinam and Berbice were afterwards success¬ 
fully besieged, and made to pay very heavy con¬ 
tributions. 

The differences which had arisen between Eng¬ 
land and France, relatively to commerce, and to 
the limits to be assigned to each of the powers in 
America, having been amicably settled, the two 
courts were ready to sign the definitive treaty. A 
communication to this effect was made to the 
ministers of the allies. The Imperial plenipo¬ 
tentiary endeavoured, but ineffectually, to throw 
obstacles in the way. Louis consented to allow 
time to the emperor to examine the propositions 
made by France ; but spurned at every idea of a 
Suspension of arms. 

The states general perceiving from the events 
of the last campaign that a continuance of the 
War would afford them but a feeble chance of 
success, addressed themselves to the ministers of 
Great Britain, to engage those of France to re¬ 
sume the conferences which had bicu so king 
interrupted. They were again taken up, and 
France demanded Lille as an equivalent for the 

demolition 
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demolition of Dunkirk. Conde, Maubeuge, anil 
Touruay, were excepted from the barrier which 
Holland required. The interests of the duke of 
Bavaria, the faithful ally of France, were not 
forgotten. The article which referred to the resti¬ 
tution of Touruay, gave rise to so many diffi¬ 
culties, as well on the part of the British os of 
the Dutch plenipotentiaries, that Louis was at 
length forced to yield. 

On the 29 th of January, 1713, the ambas¬ 
sadors concluded the treaty which fixed the bar¬ 
rier for the states general, and the one by which 
the French monarch acknowledged the succession 
of the crown of England in the protestant line. 
A short time after, a convention was signed for 
the neutrality of Italy, and for the evacuation 
both of Catalonia and of the islands of Minorca 
and Ivica. It now appeared that there were no 
further obstacles to subdue; but the emperor, and 
several of the princes of the empire^ persisted in 
their refusal to accede to the proposed plan of 
a general peace. With respect te the treaties 
wiih Spain, and the other courts by which this 
plan was accepted, as the discussion with Ger¬ 
many might be protracted to a great length, it 
was resolved to conclude a peace between Eng¬ 
land, France, the United Provinces, Savoy, and 
the other allies. 1'be treaties with the ambas¬ 
sadors of Great Britain, Savoy, Portugal, and 
the states general, were signed on the 11th of 
April, 1713. The treaty of comjuerce between 
England and France had been ratified two days 
before by queen Anne and her parliament. 

By the treaty with Great Britain, besides the 
recognition of the protestant succession, Louis 

contented 
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consented to the demolition of the forts and har¬ 
bour of Dunkirk, and ceded in North America 
Hudson's bay and the Acadian peninsula. Spain 
ceded to Great Britain Gibraltar and the island 
of M inorca, granting besides very advantageous 
conditions of commerce. Among the articles 
which were the most honourable to qtfecn Anne, 
was the one by which Louis consented to liberate 
such of his subjects as had been imprisoned on 
arcount of their religious opinions. 

By the treaty with Portugal, the navigation nf 
the river of tbc Amazons was, us well as the terri¬ 
tory situated on its banks, to belong, in full sove¬ 
reignly to his Portuguese majesty. The city of 
Guelrlers was abandoned to the king of Prussia, 
together with a part nf the upper district of Spa¬ 
nish Guiddcrland, the territory of Kessel, and the 
bailiwick of Kreekenbeck. In return, the king of 
Prussia renounced in perpetuity to all his claims 
to the principality of Orange and its dependencies. 
The cession of the kingdom of Sicily was confirm¬ 
ed to the duke of Savoy, with the title of king. 

Spain and the empirfe having refused to con¬ 
clude the peace which was so ardently desired, 
niarechul Vllhirs was Resin opposed to prim er 
Eugene. The latter had bis encampment near 
Pbilipsbunrg on the-right bank of the Rhine; but 
Viliam, by a forced and secret march, proceeded 
along tbc left bank of that river, extending bis 
troops along the road leading from Philipsburgh to 
Spire, so as to deprive Landau, the object of bis 
meditated attack, of every piospect of succour. 

The above city was invested on the 12th of 
June, and the trenches opened twelve days after, 
under the command of the marechal de Bezuns. 

Villars 



PRATJCIE. 255 

courtezan who fraudcntly obtained possession of 
the papers of the prince of Cellamare, the Spa¬ 
nish ambassador at the court of France. The 
latter was, as well as his secretary, apprehended 
on the.following day ; and the duke de ltiehclicu, 
and several others of the French nobility, thrown 
into prison on suspicion of being accomplices in 
the pj£L 

T-hc c Telfcp tion of the Spanish ambassador was 
an o^traaMkahi^h called aloud for vengeance. 
From thal^mTOfcnt a war was resolved on between 
the court of Madrid, which demanded a repara¬ 
tion, and the court of Versailles, which refused 
an atonement for the insult. The mareclial da 
Berwick, who had, by his victories, supported tha 
tottering throne of the king of Spain, com¬ 
manded the French army, and hnd under him 
the young duke de Liria, whose father was a ge¬ 
neral officer in the Spanish army. The F' ■nek 
found little difficulty in making thPmsrlvcs mas¬ 
ters of Fontarabia and St. Sebastian. By sea, 
the vast projects of cardinal Alberoni failed of 
success. The fleet destined for the conquest of 
Sicily was defeated by the English admiral Bviig; 
and another Spanish fleet, having on board tho 
pretender, failed in its attempt to make good a, 
landing in Scotland. The insurrection excited in 
Britany was soon quelled, in consequence of tho 
dispersion, in a violent storm, of the Spanish 
ships destined to throw in a supply of aMMuni- 
tion, troops, andm^ney. These mis 
dueed Philip of Spain to consent to i 
the conditions proposed by the court i 
and to these conditions was added l" 
cardinal AJbc.rcini from the minis 
x 2 
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The carl of Stair, ambassador from the court 
of Great Britain to that of Fruticr, having made 
an open complaint of the infraction of the treaty 
of Ulrccht, by the protection which France af¬ 
forded to the pretender, the regent forced" the 
latter to quit France, notwithstanding he had 
given him his promise to afford him every relief 
his circumstances might require. 

The bank established by the projector Law, ‘in 
his own name, in 17 lit, and which had been 
declared a foyal bank in 171 B,*W produced 
throughout the kingdom an epidemical delirium, 
which led it on gaily towards its ruin, and which 
is unexampled in the history of other nations. 
This hank, to multiply its funds, and bring them 
on a level with the debts it would have to pay, 
found it expedient to bring into the market a 
great number of shares, or contracts, which ena¬ 
bled the purchasers to participate in the profits 
it should make with its own funds, as well as in 
those which would result from the sale of the 
shares. The subscribers were at liberty to with¬ 
draw their funds from the bank, by the delivery 
of their stock ; but the essential point was to 
inspire a greater confidence in the state, paper 
than in money. This was so successfully accom- 

{ dished, that the lluc l}uinrampoi\v, in whic h the 
•ank was situated, was thronged from morning to 
(light with the multitudes who came to exchange 
their specie for the billets, ami who consideml 
if as a favour to be allow eel to disencumber their 
pockets. To form an idea of the rapidity with 
which foil lines were nnuir, it will suffice- to 
cite the following instance. Forty thousand livivs, 
which had been converted into a hundred thousand 
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in state billets, and afterwards laid out in shares, 
produced in October 17 1 i), the immense sum of 
six hundred and thirty thousand livres. The no¬ 
bility sold their estates, and the ladies their 
trinkets, to purchase shares in the hank. All the 
world seemed to be enriched, and in reality there 
were some obscure individuals who amassed pro¬ 
perty. A story is related of a hunchback, who 
gained, in a few days, a hundred and fifty thou¬ 
sand livres, by bending fiAwanl, and lending bis 
protuberance, which served as a desk, to those 
who had to sign the inestimable contracts. 

If the meanest of the subscribers was in the 
possession of an immense nominal wealth, with, 
which real intrinsic property might he, however, 
purchased, it may readily be conceived that Law, 
who had conceived the project, would not he un¬ 
mindful of himself, lie purchased a county in 
Normamlv, and treated with the duke, of Sully 
for the marquisate of ltosni. liy “this example 
the dupes were multiplied ; every one hastening 
to convert his specie into paper, and to heap up 
an imaginary wealth. 

The fervor at length ceased. The old finan¬ 
ciers exhausted the bank, by drawing on it tor 
immense, sums ; and when those whom the regent 
styled ubstinatc, that is, those who could not be 
prevailed on to prefer paper to money, were de¬ 
sirous to realize, their property, and could not be 
satisfied, the eyes of the. public were opeued ; 
complaints were uttered on every side ; and the 
public credit fell in an instant. To revive it 
this regent published a despotic edict, which in 
reality gave it its death blow. It waJ enacted 
that no ono should possess a greater sum than live 

z 3 
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hundred livrcs in specie. The inquisitorial re¬ 
searches which ensued did not prevent the state 
billets from becoming use-less to their credulous 
possessors. Individuals who were in the nominal 
possession of two or three thousand pounds 
sterling n rear, were under the necessity of dis¬ 
charging their domestics, and of selling their 
plate mid furniture, to procure an existence. 
Others were seen, with their contracts in the 
hand, demanding clianity in the streets. The 
prices of all the necessary articles of life, wire at 
the same time prodigiously augmented. 

As the edict above referred to metelv regarded 
specie, those who were in possession of silver coin 
to any amount, to avoid its seizure, converted it 
into plate, and congratulated themselves on the 
address with which they liaiTsteered clear of a 
tyrannical law. By an examination of the hooks 
of the silversmiths of I'aiis, it appeared that in 
less than litre* months they had made, a hundred 
and twenty thousand dozens of silver plates, be¬ 
tides dishes, ixc. the value of,which amounted 
to more than seven millions sterling. To coun¬ 
teract this expedient, I.avv, w ho lead now become 
comptroller general of the finances, obtained 
another edict by which the quantity of plate was 
reduced to what was indispensably necessary for 
the use- of the table, in families even of the 
highest condition. Those who should possess 
more than that quantity were subjected to very 
hravy penalties ; and the goldsmiths were prohi¬ 
bited from fabricating any article of gold which 
should weigh more than an ounce. 

The most tcriible disaster was not yet arrived. 
At length, ou the 2Ut of May, 17 ^ 0 , all the 

s] cue 
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specie which Law’s system seemed to have melted 
in a crucible, had been withdrawn tr im the 
royal treasury, and the bankrupted nation had 
no other dependence than on the paper of the 
blink. It was then that the tenible edict ap¬ 
peared which reduced to the nne half the bills 
that were to be liquidated in specie. The 
hundredth part of this specie, however, which it- 
would have required to reimburse the inliinlo 
multitude of state creditor, was not to be found. 

I inaily, those who lead heretofore believed that, 
in holding these billets, tlicv were possessed of 
somethin?, at length found themselves to be beg¬ 
gars. Among these unfortunate families, many 
wlm had contributed largely to the support of 
the poor, were themselves reduced to the. alms¬ 
house of their parish, llage succeeded to con¬ 
sternation. Seditious papers were pasted at tin: 
corners of the streets, and lulls distributed in 
t!ie houses. One of the latter was Vnuened in 
the tallowing terms : “Sir nr madam, yui are 
‘‘ hereby infurmetl that on Satilrday or Sunday 
“ next, unless there should be a change in the- 
state of affairs, there will lie u. Saint Bnil/iolu- 
“ mew (a massacre). Do not leave your house, 
“ neither yourself nor your servants. May (Jml 
“ preserve you from (ire. (live timely notice to 
“ your neighbours. May 2.3th, 1750,” 

Law escaped the vengeance of the populace, . 
by the protection the regent afforded hint. The 
public were in some measure appeased w hen they 
saw him expose to public sale his furniture and 
estates, no less than fourteen of which bestowed 
titles on the. possessor. Being constrained to 
leave l'rance, he retired to Amsterdam, and 
4 from 
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from thence to Venice, where hs died in poverty 
nml obscurity. The mischiefs lie occasioned were 
not confined to France. In England, the South 
Sen bubble, as it was termed, lasted for a year, 
mid diil incredible mischief. In Holland the de¬ 
ception was more speedily detected. 

Louis XV. was crowned at Reims in the month 
of October 1722, and on the following year en¬ 
tered on liis majority. The duke d’Orleans, who 
Mill retained ail the authority of regent, without 
tlie title, introduced to him, as his prime mi¬ 
nister, the cardinal Dubois. After the death of 
that minister, who enjoyed his post a few months 
only, the duke of Orleans took on himself the 
management of public atlhirs, by a constant ap¬ 
plication to which his health soon became im¬ 
paired. He died in the month of December 
172f, and was succeeded in his ministry by the 
cruel duke of Bouillon, the author of the second 
revocation of' the edict of Nanlz, which was the 
earliest art of his authority. What had already 
occurred in the rfign of Louis XIV., again hap¬ 
pened ; a multitude of subjects necessary to the 
commerce and population of France, were obliged 
to seek a shelter in other states, to which they 
transferred their talents and their industry. In 
the mouth of October 1725, Sweden published 
a manifesto, inviting the French prolestants to 
settle in that country, and holding out to them 
the highest encouragements. 

Tiie next measure of the duke of Bourbon 
wus to send back the infanta of Spain, who hail 
come to France to espouse the young monarch, 
l’hilip of Spain was so much irritated by this af¬ 
front, that lie recalled the ambassadors Lc bad 

at 
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at Cambray, where the congress was dissolved, 
lie entered into an alliance with the emperor 
ami the princes of the empire ; and, in return, 
France formed an alliance with England and 
Prussia. 

Having failed in his project of marrying the 
king to his sister, the princess of Vcrmondois, the 
duke of Bourbon came to a decision in favour of 
Mary, the daughter of Stanislaus Leczinski, the 
dethroned king of Poland.. She bore to Louis 
three princesses in succession, in consequence of 
which public prayers were offered up in Pans and 
throughout France for the birth of a dauphin. 

Fleury, the kiug’s preceptor, gave so much 
umbrage, by his presence in the cabinet, to the 
duke of Bourbon, that his disgrace was resolved 
on by that haughty minister, who took occasion 
one day to shut the door against him, as he en¬ 
tered the apartment of the privy council. Fleury 
being uncertain whether this aH'ront l^td not beeu 
authorized by the king, retired to his country 
seal. Ills ret rrat was, however, but a momen¬ 
tary triumph to the partisans of tlm duke, who 
was ordered by the king to write to Fleury, to so¬ 
licit his return. This humiliation was the sure 
presage of the fall of the minister, and accord¬ 
ingly, shortly after Fleury had tchimed to court, 
the duke of Charost repaired to the apartment 
ol the duke of Bourbon, with a kltrc ilc rut/iet, 
signed by the king, conceived in the following 
terms : “ 1 order you, on jKmalty of being pu- 
“ nished for your disobedience, to repair to Cban-r 
“ tilly, and to remain there until further orders.” 
llis rival thus became prime minister, and 
shortly after received from the pope a caadinai's 
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hat, as the reward of his ebsequious deportment 
towards the see of Rome. 

The disgrace of the duke of Bourbon was fol¬ 
lowed by the abolition of a heavy impost he had 
levied on the subject. The new minister allowed 
Trance to repair her losses tranquilly, without 
any innovation in her commerce, which began to 
pour in new wealth. Those who profited by his 
skilful administration were the more arduous in 
their mercantile pursuits, as they were not in 
danger of seeing the honest fruit of their industry 
•nee more converted into paper. By degrees, the 
internal affairs of the nation recovered from the 
violent shock they had received. With respect to 
political affairs, cardinal dc Fieury had the ad¬ 
dress to conciliate the differences which had arisen 
between the courts of London and Madrid, as 
well as between the former of these courts and 
the emperor. The Imperial ambassador in Lon¬ 
don had dared to tax the king’s speech with ca¬ 
lumny and falsehood, when it asserted to the two 
houses of parliament, that there was u secret 
connivance between the emperor and the king 
of Spain, to fix the pretender on the throne of 
Great Britain. 

The next effort of the cardinal minister was to 
dissolve the alliance between Spain and the em¬ 
peror, and to prevail on the former of these 
powers to contract an alliance of still greater im¬ 
portance with Great Britain and France. By hi* 
address, the three courts entered inte the treaty 
which was concluded at Seville, and in which the 
states of Holland afterwards joined. 

The birth of a dauphin in 1731 was produc¬ 
tive of rejoicings, not only in France, but in most 

•f 
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cf the countries of Europe. The states general 
presented a gold medal, of the value uf fifty 
ducats, to the messenger dispatched to the Hague 
by their ambassador in Paris on this joyful occa¬ 
sion. Another medal \vi& struck in Paris, on 
which were represented the king and queen, with 
the figure of the earth on the reverse, seated on a 
globe, and holding the dauphin in her arms. Over 
this figure was the legend: lo/a arbis, the wishes 
of the, universe. • 

Europe continued in the tranquil enjoyment of 
peace until the year 173d, when the death of 
the king uf Poland, Frederic Augustus, elector 
of Saxony, gave rise to new commotions, by re¬ 
viving the hopes of Stanislaus, the father-in-law of 
Louis XV. This dethroned monarch declared 
that he would not sutler any power to oppose the 
freedom of the election of a new king of Poland. 
On the other hand, the emperor Charles VI. was 
resolved to employ his own arms, and those of 
Itussia, to have the election carried in favour of 
his son-in-law, the son of the deceased king of 
Poland. Cardinal de I’lcury, hesitating between 
his desire to preserve the peace, and his wish to 
shun, by a declaration of war, the reproach which 
Louis XV. would have -merited by ills neglect to 
restore to his father-in-law a throne which be 
hail already possessed, betrayed an indecision 
which was fatal to the latter- To keep up ap¬ 
pearances, however, hr succeeded in obtaining 
a declaration at the diet held at Warsaw, that 
such of the Poloncse nobility alope as were 
born r,f catholic parents could pretend to the- 
ciown ; and that the primate uiune, whom lie 
had brought over to Jus interests, could proclaim 

the 
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the king when the election was over. It was 
fixed for the 25th of August, to afford time to 
Stanislaus to repair to Warsaw. Having traversed 
Germany in disguise, Jie proceeded thither, and 
remained for some days concealed in the house of 
the French Ambassador. As soon as lie made 
himself known, he was received by the public 
with the most unequivocal demonstrations of joy. 
When lie was about to be proclaimed in the most 
solemn ami legal inaifner, he was opposed by the 
partisans of the elector of Saxon)’, to whose aid 
the emperor had come, forward. On the entry 
ol the Russian troops into Warsaw, Stanislaus 
retired to Dantzic. He was afterwards exposed 
to great and unmerited persecutions, without be¬ 
ing able to recover the crown to which he had so 
legitimate a title. During the struggle Dantzic 
was taken possession of by the Russians. 

On the. following year Louis XV. manifested his 
dctenninatibii to put himself ut the head ot an 
armv against the Imperialists and Russians ; but 
having formed an alliance with Spain and Sar¬ 
dinia, and his minister having had the address to 
engage Great Britain and Holland to observe a 
strict neutrality, he resolved to employ his ge¬ 
nerals in inflicting a punishment on Germany 
alone, as the Russians were at too great a dis¬ 
tance from him to be made to feel the weight of 
his powerful arm. In constqucncc of this reso¬ 
lution a French army advanced towards the 
Rhine, and took possession of Traerbath. The 
duke of Brrwick laid siege to Philipsbourg with 
sixty thousand men, and was killed by a cnnnnn 
shot in visiting the trenches. After his death the 
marquis of Asfcld took the command of the 
“ army, 
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■krmy, ami obtained possession of the above city 
on the 12th of June, while prince l.ugonc, who 
commanded the Imperialists, w.ts so badly sup¬ 
ported by the court of Virnna, that he was furred 
to remain inactive in his I'orhlicd ramp at llnl- 
bron. During the time that tins l u nch army 
pursued iis operations on the Bliine tilth viiniur, 
inarrcltal \ illars, wi.o iiad been di-rlarcd ge¬ 
neralissimo <•! the- French, Spanish, and 1'ied- 
montese forces in Italy, terminated In- hrillimtl 
career at the age ot eighty-two years, after hav¬ 
ing seized on Milan, U lien he was in his last 
agonies, his cntnrsior oI j-<■ ~v c 1 1 In hint, in the nay 
in C'jnssilation, Ilia: tiuil bail lie-toned on him 
a greater favour titan on ninreohal Berwick, who 
had b en s|; in by a cannon fall. “ \\ liar I” re- 
i- n\l la-, liul tie perish in that manner ? 1 al¬ 
ways sin.1 that lie was ntorp lurtutuile Hiatt mv- 
s*-l i. ” 

ills successor, marrehal tie Cuignif gained two 
battles, at the same time that the duke ut Mutile- 
niar, the cotnmamier of the Spanish army, ob- 
ii.ined a victurv in the kingdom of Naples, in 
tiie vicinity of Ditonto. The Imperialists, how¬ 
ever, under the command of the prince of U ur- 
lemberg, surprised the tamp of mareclial Broglio 
near Guastalla, aarl carried ofl' a small tlelaclt- 
ment. The marcchal himself narrowly escaped 
being made prisoner. In the combat ot Guastalla, 
which followed, be ■obtained a complete victory, 
la short, the successes of the French were such, 
that the emperor sacrificed to his anxiety to 
give a king to Poland, nearly the whole of his 
Italian possessions. lie was glad to accept a 
peace on the best conditions he could obtain, unJ 
vql. xxttti a a to 
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to assign to Francis, duke of Lorraine, the inhe¬ 
ritance of the throne of Tuscany, which had be¬ 
fore been "runted to don Carlos. The duchy of 
Lorraine was bestowed on the unfortunate Sta¬ 
nislaus of Poland, on condition that, at his 
death, it should be revrrtiblc to Trance. The 
latter power acceded to the famous act of suc¬ 
cession, called the pragmatic sanction, which haul 
already been guaranteed In F.ughuid, Holland, 
Russia, Denmark, amhthc states of the empire. 

At a moment when Trance was indebted to 
Groat llritain for the neutrality which had been 
observed in her coolest with the house of Austria, 
an extraordinary edict appeared, enjoining all the 
i.nglish who were without employment instantly 
to quit France, on pain of being sent to the 
gallics. This edict was so rigorously executed, 
tiiat in the space of a tew days the prisons of 
Paris were Idled with the subjects of Great Bri¬ 
tain. The .aid of Wuldegrave, the British am¬ 
bassador in Paris, succeeded in modifying this 
ordinance, which was restricted to vagabonds 
without any calling or profession. 

From tlie commencement of the year 1729. 
two rival nations, the Genoese* and Corsicans, 
bail waged against each other a desperate warfare. 
In 17:17. the Genoese solicited the good ofhees 
of France, to enable them to establish llnir au- 
thnrity over their adversaries. The Corsicans, nr 
their side, drew up a memorial, which was pre¬ 
sented to Ixjuis XV. tax* Hyacinth Pauli, bul 
which bad not the effect they intended, as, among 
otlirr harsh conditions, the mediation ot the 
Trench monarch required them to Lay down then 
aims. They resolved 1 a leer to perish than to 

comply 
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comply with this condition; anil were headed by 
baron de Ncnhof, who had contrived to have 
-himself proclaimed king of Corsica, with the title 
of Theodore I. The marquis dc Maillchois, at the 
head of sixteen battalions, of three hundred hus¬ 
sars, and of the troops of the republic of Genoa, 
obtained possession of the whole of Corsica in 
less than a month. It remained under thedoini- 
nationTif the Genoese, until the war of 1740, 
which ravaged the greater part of Europe. In 
the prosecution of that war the Austrians sub¬ 
jugated Genoa, and delivered the Corsicans from 
the thrahluiu in which they had been held. 

On the ilc.ilh ot the emperor Charles VI., in 
1 74-0, Ins eldest daughter, Maria Theresa, claim¬ 
ed the right of succession, which the pruginatic 
sanction secured to her, and which was gua¬ 
ranteed by almost all the powers of Europe. Oil 
the other hand, Charles Albertus, elector of 
lfavaria, demanded the succession ill virtue of 
the testament of the emperor Ferdinand I., bro¬ 
ther to Charles V. —Augustus] III. king of Po¬ 
land, and doctor of Saxony, brought forward 
still more recent claims, those of his queen, tins 
eldest daughter of the emperor Joseph, the odder 
brother of Charles Vi. The king of Spain ex¬ 
tended liis pretensions to all llie states of the 
house of Austria; and Louis XV. might with 
still greater propriety have pretended to the suc¬ 
cession, seeing that he was descended in a right 
line from the eldest male branch of the house of 
Austria, by the queens of Louis XIII. and 
Louis XIV. He chose, however, to bo an ar¬ 
biter and protector, rather than a competitor. 

Frederic, king of Prussia, proposed to Maria 
a a 2 Theresa 
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Theresa that she should cede to him Lower 5r- 
Jesia,imi which condition lie would guarantee the 
rest of lier dominions, and bestow the Imperial 
crown on her husband. She rejected this offer ; 
and Frederic marched into Silesia, of which 
province he soon took possession. On the follow¬ 
ing year he gained the famous battle of Molvitz, 
against the Austrian general Ncupcrg, who com¬ 
manded nn army of eighty thousand Imperialists. 

While France, Spain, Bavaria, and Sax on v, 
combined their interests, and prepared their 
forces for the choice of an emperor, Maria 
Theresa set about taking possession of the domi¬ 
nions of her father, and received thr homages of 
the stales of Austria at Vienna. The provinces 
of Italy and Bohemia sent their deputies to take 
the oaths of allegiance ; and the Hungarians fol¬ 
lowed their example. The first act of her ad¬ 
ministration was to declare her husband, the 
grand duke of Tuscan), coadjutor in the govern¬ 
ment of the empire. 

The count of Bellisle was appointed by 
Louis XV. ambassador extraordinary and pleni¬ 
potentiary at the diet of Frankfort, assembled for 
the election of an emperor, lie was afterwards 
entrusted with the command of an armv, ar.d 
was rivaled marcchal of Francr. As the court 
of Versailles did not hesitate to violate the prag¬ 
matic sanction, the marcchal conciliated the good 
graces oflhe king of l‘i tissiu, engaged the elector of 
Saxony to take the field, liefore any treaty had as 
yet In en signed, ami, alter having subsidized 
toe elector of Baiariu, returned to ■ Frankfort, 
where he was so successful in his negotiations 
that on the 4th of January, 174-fit, Chart™ Al¬ 
bertos 
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bcrtus ascended the Imperial throne, with the 
title of Charles VII. 

■v The war was continued, hut it' uhiect was 
changed. Maria Theresa, t|iieeu of llungarv, 
who would before have willingly surrendered a 
part of her vast domains, to possess the rest with 
security, nut only preserved them, hut pretended 
that she hud a right to indemnities. frame, 
which Toad been in the first instance a simple 
auxiliary, was now hr coupe one of the principal 
parties, .V war of paltry, suddenly changed by 
unforeseen circumstances, became a war of the 
passions, which rendered it still more dreudlul 
than before. Germany was ravaged b\ live prin¬ 
cipal armies, two of which, composed ol French, 
were commanded by generals of that nulinu; a 
third, of Austrians led by prime Charles; a 
fourth, uf F.itglish and I latiov erinns ; ami the 
fifth, of 11 ollamlers, who bail ut length declared 
in favour ut Maria Theresa. In t^e interim a 
Spanish arms had been sent into hah', to take 
possession ut the Milanese, which the ipiecn of 
Hungary refused to abandon. The grand duke, 
her husband, was, by the rapi'icinusnos of eir. 
cuinstanees, forced to allow llie Spaniards a pas¬ 
sage through his dominions, and to declare his 
neutrality . ’J hr duke of Modena, lire duge uf 
Genoa, and the king of Naples, also declared 
themselves neutral. 

As soon as i t a as decided at the court of Franco 
that Spain should be supported in her impotent 
i Hol ts against llngland, the marquis d'Antin sail¬ 
ed from Blest with a fleet of twvuty-two ships of 
tlu: line'. Alter a tedious cruise of eight months,, 
he returned to Blest without having uicbicvcd tlm 
a a J smallest 
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.smallest enterprise. A fleet of sixteen Spanish 
ships of the line was blocked in the harbour of 
Toulon, by a small English squadron. Having 
been joined by a French fleet of fourteen ships of 
the line, they at length put to sea. The combined 
fleets were attacked by the English admiral Mat¬ 
thews; hut the engagement which ensued was 
nut decisive. 

A part of the army of the mttrechal dc- Bcl- 
lrisle, who hail returned to Versailles, was incor¬ 
porated w ith Lhftt of the mnrechal <le Eroglin, and 
the other pan with that of the tnarerhal be 
Noodles, who, -hav ing crossed the Rhine, marched- 
towards the Maine, to observe the army of Eng¬ 
lish, Hessians, and Hanoverians, commanded by' 
the earl of Stair, amt likewise to cover Lorraine 
and Bavaria, according to the part which that 
army should take. The marcchal found it en¬ 
camped on the right hank of the river, in the' 
greatest distress for want of provisions and forage. 
The battle of lleftiiigeii which ensued, and in 
which George II. of England commanded in per¬ 
son, was fought on the Kith of .lime, lY-fS. After 
a severe contest, in-which the king of England 
displayed the most undaunted courage, the marc- 
clml de NDailies ordered a retreat. 

The death of cardinal tie Fleury happened in 
the above year, Louis, who had now taken on 
himself the management of public aflatrs,' de¬ 
clared tvar against England and Hungary. The 
counter-declaration was pobtrshed in London on 
the 31st of March, J 7 T-4.’ Resides the viojatioh 
of the guarantee of- the pragmatic sanction in 
1738, it was- allcdgrrd ; that Eruuce halt secretly 

abetted 
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abetted Spain in tier aggressions, and had besides 
■ fortified Dunkirk in violation ot' the treaty sub¬ 
sisting between the two nations. 

At the commencement of May 1744, Louis 
put himself at the head of his army in Flanders, 
'and took possession of Court ray, Alenin, ami 
Vpres. The marcchal de RoulMers made liimself 
master af_ Kenoque ; and Furnes surrendered to 
the prince of Clermont, after a siege uf live days. 
Louis X V. now made his triumphant entry into 
Dunkirk. The combined army of Trench and 
Bavarians was not equally successful on the Rhine, 
the Austrian^ having penetrated into Alsace and 
Lorraine. The marechal de NliaillcS Was de¬ 
tached thither with powerful reinforcements; but 
was not able to cope with prince Charles, by 
whom the army of the Imperialists, and their al¬ 
lies, the English and Dutch, was commanded. 

The Trench monarch fell sick at Metz, and. 
was scarcely recovered when he laid siege to 
Fribourg, which surrendered in the month of No¬ 
vember. On his rctq'rn to Paris be confided the 
administration of foreign affairs to the marquis. 
d’Argenson, whose first negotiation was a mar~ 
ringe he concluded between tbe dauphin of 
France, and Maria Theresa, infanta of Spain,, 
The death of the emperor Charles VII. at thtf 
commencement of 1745, gave a new turn to the. 
politics of all the cabinets of Europe. It -wa» 
natural to upprehend that, as the object of tH« 
war no longer existed, a general peace would, 
have ensued ; and that the queen, of Hungary 
would have rejoiced at the opportunity of placing, 
her husband on the Imperial throne. The cotry 
trary was, however, proved by the event. 
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Louis XV., accompanied by the dauphin, again 
set out for Flanders, where he found marecb&l 
Saxe at the head of a powerful army, to which" 
were opposed the English and Hanoverians, under 
the command of the young duke of Cumberland, 
the son of George II., and the Dutch, com*, 
manded by the prince of Waldeck. Owing to 
the misconduct of the troops of the latter nation- 
the battle of Fontenoy, which was fought on the 
11th of May, 1745, was gained Ly the French. 
If the Dutch had supported the English, in the 
onset of the battle, and if they had passed the 
redoubt* situated between Fontenoy and Antoni, 
the French would have been cut off from every 
resource, perhaps even from the possibility of a 
retreat. 

Ten days after the above victory, Tournay sur¬ 
rendered to the French arms. Louis XV, and 
the dauphin, now advanced, at the head of a vic¬ 
torious army, towards Ghent, which they reached 
in the night time. In an instant the walls were 
scaled, and the ramparts lined with French sol¬ 
diers, who entered the city, and opened the gates 
to the rest of the army. The magistrates ol 
Bruges delivered up their keys to the victorious 
Louis, on the same day, July 22, on which 
Oudenarde surrendered to count Lowendall. 
1'be duke d’Harcourt took Dcndermonde in 
two days; find Ath did not hold out jonger 
against the marquis of Clermont - Gallerande. 
Isieuport .shared the same fute ; and the victo¬ 
rious banners of Louis floated under the walls of 
Ostcud. That city, after a very gallant resist¬ 
ance, surrendered on the tenth day a tier the 
treachct bad been opened. Having terminated 
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Ibis prosperous campaign, and provided for the s«- 
curity of his conquests, Loins XV. returned to 
Paris. Ilia victories were celebrated by pub¬ 
lic rejoicings, and by an absurd opera, styled 
The Temple of Glory, hastily written by Voltaire, 
#t the request oi Louis’s mistress, the marchioness 
of Pompadour. 

The^rst revolution which resulted from the 
negocietious carried on by the mediating powers 
nf Europe, was the elevation of the grand duke 
of Toscany to the Imperial throne. Maria 
Theresa, queen of Hungary, came to Frankfort 
to enjoy the triumph nnd coronation of her 
husband. By this event, France miscarried in 
the great object of the war, that of depriving 
the house of Austria of the Imperial throne. 

On the 15th of September of the above year, 
17*5, Frederic the Great of Prussia defeated the 
Austrians Rnd Saxons before Dresden, and tin 
the ISth entered that city. On tbo 25th of the 
same month he signed the peace with Aust 1 ia and 
Saxony. 

In opening the ensuing campaign. Prance 
changed her object for the third time, in the 
prosecution of the war. What she now pro¬ 
poned was to oblige the new empress to cede the 
states she was desirous to preserve in Italy, and 
to oblige the Dutch to observe a strict neu¬ 
trality. Mulct hal Saxe was in Flanders, where 
he appeared to be altogether occupied by the 
pastimes of the winter, and the carnival. One 
evening, however, after having guru an early 
ball to'the ladies of Lille, he suddenly unrated 
Brussels, which capitulated a fortnight after, with 
• garrison of nine thousand men, who, as well 
«»the .general officers, were made prisorrrs of 

-1 war. 
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war. Louis XV. followed in person, with a S 
powerful army, and found but little difficulty in, 
obtaining possession of Antwerp, which the Dutch 
considered as one of the bulwarks of their 
country. 

On the departure of the French monarch for 
Versailles, the command in chief devolved on 
roarechal Saxe, to whom was opposed prince 
Charles, at the head of the allied troops,.The lat¬ 
ter could not prevent the fall of Mons, St. Guil- 
lian, and Charleroi, which passed under the domi¬ 
nation of France. In the month of October, mare- 
chal Saxe proposed to his adversary to take up win¬ 
ter quarters, as the troops on both sides had been 
harassed since the commencement of the year. 
To this proposition prince Charles replied, that 
he had neither orders nor counsel to deceive from 
marcchal Saxe. “ Well,” said the marccbal, 
“ since that is the case, I will And a way to make 
“ him yield.” He accordingly ordered the pre¬ 
parations to be made for attacking the enemy 
on the following day. In the evening, how¬ 
ever, a play was performed in the camp. When 
the curtain dropped, madame Favart, Saxe’s 
mistress, came forward, and addressed the au¬ 
dience in the following terms : Gentle men, to¬ 
morrow there will not be any performance, ou at- 
taunt of the battle ; but the day after we shall 
Ante the honour to give you , &c. 

Marcchal Saxe was not worse than his word, 
since the battle of Raucoux terminated iu the 
defeat of the allies. They lost twelve thousand' 
men in killed, and three thousand prisoners. On 
their side the French had a thousand killed. The 
night alone prevented the entire destruction of 
tlie allied army. The campaign terminated by tha 

capture 
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capture of the city of Namur by the prince of 
Clermont. 

hi Italy, however, the French lost more than 
they gained in Flanders. The empress queen 
having, by her treaty with the king of Prussia, 
delivered herself from a dangerous enemy, had 
sent, during the winter, strong reinforcements of 
troops V-vdcfend the Milanese. Don Philip, the 
infant of. Spain, was in possession of the city of 
Milan, but not of the citadel.* The fatal battle of 
Piacenza obliged the French and Spanish troops 
to retreat from that part of Italy in the utmost 
disorder. The state of their affairs was rendered 
still more critical by the death of the king of 
Spain. His successor, Ferdinand VI., did not 
feel disposed to do for a brother by a second 
marriage, what Philip had done for a son, Rnd 
therefore recalled ail his troops from Italy. 
Don Philip was thus utterly incapacitated front 
obtaining possession of the Milanese,* the only 
object, or at feast the most specious one, of the 
war between Spain and Austria. 

The Austrians, who had been defeated in Flan¬ 
ders, but who were vanquishers in Italy, recovered 
the place* of which they had been dispossessed ill 
the latter territory. Elated with their successes, 
they crossed the Var with an army of forty 
thousand men. On their approach, the scattered 
remnants of the French army of Italy were re¬ 
treating into Provence, without provisions, with¬ 
out ammunition, and even without implements to 
break up the bridges. They were closely pressed 
by the'Austrians, to whom the terrified inhabi¬ 
tants made a lender of contributions, to secure 
themselves from pillage. Marcch&l BeIIcole was 
3 sent 



sent into Provence, but before his arrival tlia 
islands of St. Marguerite and St, Honore were in 
the possession of the enemy. 

Genoa having afforded an asylum to Don 
Philip, whose exhausted army occupied the con¬ 
fines, jts inhabitants were thrown into the utmost* 
consternation by flie sudden irruption of the 
Austrian troops. The senate hastened, to send 
deputies, who were authorized to submit,-in the 
name of the state, tee all the conditions it might 
please the conqueror to impose. The Austrian 
general imposed a contribution of twenty-four 
millions of livres, of which sixteen were paid by 
draining the hank of St. George. The senate 
pleaded its inability to pay the other eight mil¬ 
lions ; but the empress queen ordered, not only 
that this sum should be liquidated, but a .similar 
one raised for the maintenance of nine regiments 
destined to keep the Genoese under subjection. 

The Austrians drew from the arsenal of Genoa 
can»on and mortars for the conquest of Provence, 
and forced the inhabitants to w ork as labourer*. 
They murmured, but obeyed, until at length an 
Austrian officer struck one of them who was not 
diligent in the execution of his task. This bru¬ 
tality became the signal of a general revolt: the po¬ 
pulace seized, in an instant, on whatever was within 
their reach ; stones, sticks, muskets, 9words, and 
tools and implements of every description. On 
the ensuing morning they proceeded to the palace 
of the dogq, where they emptied the arsenal. 
They soon made themselves masters of the two 
principal gates of the city. Jn the interim, the 
Mutate sent deputies to the Austrian general, who, 
instead of fighting, nagociated, and retreated with 

'* bis 
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bis troops to. the gate of Bisagno. The drum! 
now heat to arms ; and the enraged inhabitant! 
and peasants, to the amount of twenty thousand 
headed by prince Doiia, attacked the Austriar 
general, the marquis rlc Botin, whom they put tc 
flight at the head of his nine regiments. l-'out 
thousand imperialists write made prisoners, pml 
tu-aV^ii thousand killed, Their magazines ami 
tamp tquipagc fell into the hands ot their pjir- 
suers. Those who escaped did not stop still- they 
reached Gavi. 

In the mean timp, tlic Austrians, and thcii 
allies the Piedmontese, by whom Provence hail 
bi cn invaded, gave up every further idea of flic 
conquest of Toulon and Marseilles, and appeared 
before the city of Genoa. It was intimated to the 
senate, which disavowed having had any share in 
the- insurrection, by the court of Vienna, that jhe 
eight millions of liv res stil| remaining due were to 
be furnished, together with thirty irylliuns for the 
losses tliP. imperial troops had sustained. The 
four thousand prisoners were besides to be given 
up, and an exemplary punishment inflicted on the 
revu Iters. These hard conditions confirmed the 
Genoese in their resolution to assert their inde¬ 
pendence, and to drive the enemy, whom they 
had already forced out of the capital, from every 
part of the Genoese territory. Under these eir- 
cAnustances Louis XV. supplied the Genoese with 
six thousand men, who were landed from the gal¬ 
lics of Toulon and Marseilles, after having escaped 
the vigilance of the English cruisers. The duke 
of -Boufflers afterwards reached Genoa at the 
head of eight thousand regulars; and by these 
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reinforcements the Austrians were compelled to 
raise the siege of the. Genoese capital. 

In the campaign of 1747 in Dutch Flanders’ 
the arms of Louis XV. were successful. He com¬ 
manded in peison at the battle of Lawfell, which 
afforded him a complete victory ; and immediately 
after laid siege to Bergen-op-zoom. This enter- 
prize was considered, nut only by the allies^ but 
by the French, as rash and impracticable; not¬ 
withstanding which it fell into the bauds of the 
besiegers. 

Under these circumstances a general peace was 
negociated at Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. The 
treaty, which was accelerated by the surrender 
of Maestricht to marcchal Saxe, was signed in the 
month of October. By the principal articles all 
the conquests which had been made were to be 
surrendered on each side. The treaty of the 
quadruple alliance was maintained, for the order 
of the succession to the crown of Great Britain, 

The latter power met with severul' successes 
during the war the events of which we have thus 
rapidly sketched. Louisbourg, which the French 
considered as the Dunkirk of America, fell under 
its domination. A French squadron, consisting 
of four ships of the line, and five frigates, was 
captured by admiral Anson off Cape Finistcrre; 
and another French fleet of seven sail of the line, 
having the charge of a fleet of merchantmen 
bound to the West Indies, fell into the hands of 
admiral Hawke, with the exception of a single 

From the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle to the 
commencement of a new war in 1755, there were 

few 
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few important occurrences in France, if tbe 
internal police of its government be excepted. 
A new system of taxation, established by Louis 
XV. was opposed by the clergy, and by the states 
of Languedoc. The members of the parliament 
of Paris were exiled for contumacy, and for re¬ 
fusing obedience to one of the royal edicts. The 
Ordinary tribunals of justice were at the same 
time suppressed, and replaced by the establishment 
of a royal chamber. sThese innovations did not 
subsist, however, for any length of time; and the 
disputes which had arisen between the clergy 
and the magistracy, relatively to the nomination 
to benefices, were terminated by the interference 
of the sovereign authority. 

The war commenced in 1755 was occasioned by 
a misunderstanding between the courts of Great 
Britain and^France, respecting the limits of the 
possessions of each of the powers in North Ame¬ 
rica. The first act of aggression was the capture 
of two French ships of the line by the English 
admiral Boscawen. This was followed by the 
defeat ef general Braddock, on the Ohio, by tbe 
French troops. He was, as well as nearly the 
whole of his ulhccrs, slain ; and the military ma- 
gazincs, ice. full into the hands of the. French. 
Several other affairs of less moment, berrecn thp 
two contending powers, took place on the Nortel 
American coutinent. 

In 1756 marcchal Richelieu had the command 
of an expedition which sailed to the Mediterra¬ 
nean, mid landed a body of twelve thousand 
troops on the island of Minorca, then in possession 
of the English. The capital, Port Mahon, was 
forced to surrender. Admiral Byng, who had 
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been sent to throw succours into the island, ar¬ 
rived too late, and was, on his return to England, 
sentenced to be shot. 

A treaty between the’ kings of Great Britain 
and Prussia was productive of an unexpected 
alliance between the houses of Bourbon and 
Austria. Frederic the Great marched an army 
into Saxony, which he was desirous to corfvert 
into a rampart against the united forces of Austria 
and Russia ; and took possession of Dresden, tho 
capital. He afterwards defeated the Austrian 
army near Lovositz ; and having blockaded the 
Saxons in their encampment at Pirna, obliged 
them to surrender prisoncrs'of war, to the amount 
of fourteen thousand. The empress of Russia, at 
the instigation of the French ambassador, sent 
an army of eighty thousand regular troops, to 
take possession of Ducal Prussia. The Dutch, 
by the means of the same influence, refused the 
succours they Ffad promised to the king of Prussia; 
and the king of Sweden, as one of the guarantees 
of the treaty of Westphalia, declared his intention 
of marching a hostdc army into the Prussian 
dominions. The king of Denmark declared a 
strict neutrality. The diet of Ratisbon ordered 
the triple contingents to he raised by each of the 
circles bf the empire, to protect such of the mrin- 
Ik*t& of the Geimanic body as might be oppressed. 
And, lastly, France inarched into Westphalia an 
army of a hundred thousand men, under the 
command of marechal d’Estrccs, who, on pretext 
rif attacking the Trussiaus, w as ordered tu seize ou 
Hanover. 

While the French arms in Westphalia were’ 
crdvmcd With -success, the king of Prussia marc Tied 
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inlo Bohemia with a very formidable army, and 
laid siege to Prague. On the appearance of an 
Austrian army commanded by marechal Daun, 
he was forced to raise the siege. A junction 
having been formed between the Imperialists and 
prince Charles of Lorraine, who had been blocked 
'-vji in Prague with thirty five thousand men, the 
Prussians were defeated with the loss of twenty- 
five thousand men, in killed, wounded, fugitives, 
and deserters. • 

Miirrihal d’Estices having united his forces 
with those of the empress, crossed the Wcser, at 
the same time that another French army, com* 
iiiiuuled bv the prince of Soubise, took possession 
of Cloves, Mcurs, und Gueltlre. The duke of 
Cuinhctland, at the head of an Hanoverian army 
of observation, was defeated by marechul d’Estrees, 
mid obliged to rctrrat towards Stade. Having 
been disappointed in the surcours he expected 
from the regency of Hanover, hi» was forced to 
sign the convention of Cluster-Scvern. Tha 
nimerhal d’Estrces was deprived of his command 
by the intrigues of nmilnnic dc Pompadour. 

The destruction of the king of Prussia appeared 
to be inevitable. 11 is defeat near Prague wax 
followed by the surprise of Berlin, by the Austrian 
general lladdick, who levied heavy contributions 
on that city. The Prussians were afterwards de¬ 
feated at the entrance of Silesia ; and sustained € 
great loss in a sanguinary conflict with the Rus¬ 
sians. 'I \ e victory of Kosbach, gained by tb« 
Prus .m, monarch, intervened to give anew com¬ 
plex e, affairs. The defeat of the French 
troops i mman led by (he prince of Soubise wa* 
such, that it rather resembled a precipitate flight 
i 1)3 W 
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on their part, than the result of a battle. This 
victory urged the Hanoverians to take up the 
arms they had quitted at the convention of 
Closter-Xevern. 

In North America, the English expedition 
against Loiiisbourg, which had been restored to 
the French by the treaty of Aix-la-CImpeK?. 
miscarried ; and one of the must important posts,. 
Oswego, in the possession of the English, fell into 
the hands of the. French. These successes on the 
part of France were, however, more than coutt-. 
trrbabinml by the victories of iurd Clive in 
India. 

In the campaign of I75S, the French had to 
lament the disastrous battle of Crevelt. Prince 
Ferdinand, at the head of the British and Hano- 
rerirfn troops, after having forced them to a 
precipitate retreat, at length brought them to 
action, and defeated them with a very consider¬ 
able loss. They were commanded by murcehal 
Belleisle, from whom the highest expectations had 
been formed. 

While France and Germany were weakened by 
a mixture of losses ami successes, an English fleet 
burned the shipping and magazines in the port of 
^t. Malo, An expedition, under the command of 
commodore Ilowe, afterwards sailed to Cherbourg, 
and effected a lauding of the troops with little or 
uo obstacle. After the immense expenses Franco 
Ijad incurred to render that port one of the 
strongest in Europe, the English completely de¬ 
stroyed the works and basin. They found more 
difficulty in the demolition of the place, than in 
its conquest. Having carried off the guns and 
mptdrs, the English |Kjuadron proceeded to the 
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bay of St. Lunar, near St. Malo, but not being 
able to effect a landing of the troops, went round 
to the bay ot St. Cast. It was there that the 
troops were landed ; but they were so closely 
followed ly the governor of Britany, at the head 
■vqjt' a large body of troops, that they were glad to 
re-eiobark, with the loss of about six hundred of 
their rear-guard, who were cut off in the retreat. 

The British arms were yiore successful in North 
America, where a second and successful attack 
was made on I.uuisbuurg, Between five and six 
thousand men, of whom the garrison was com¬ 
posed, were made prisoners, ami all the vessels in 
the port destroyed. Tile surrender of the forts of 
Fontenac and du Qucsne, afterwards called Pitts- 
bourg, followed. In the West Indies the capture 
of Gundalmtpc, was followed by that of the French 
leeward islands ; and in Africa they made them¬ 
selves masters of the French settlements of Senegal 
and Goree: 

In the campaign of 1759 the French carried 
several important posts on the Weser ; but were 
defeated by Prince Ferdinand in the-iaemorable 
battle of Minden. Thu victory was principally 
to be ascribed lo the valour and steadiness of the 
British troops engaged. Minden surrendered on 
the following day ; and the French retreated to 
the oilier side of the Weser. They were pursued 
by Prince Ferdinand, who ilefeuled them when¬ 
ever they opposed to him the smallest resistance. 

To repair their losses in America and Germany, 
the- French projected the invasion of Great Bri¬ 
tain, fur vvhiph purpose three squadron* were 
fitted. The three frigates commanded by Thu rot, 
afterjiaviog’alarmed the inhabitants of Carrick- 
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fergus, were captured, and carried into a British 
port. The second expedition, commanded by the 
duke of Aiguiilon, was defeated by the gallant 
Hawke; and the Toulon squadron, by the no less 
gallant Boscuwen, off Cape Lugos. 

The conquest of Quebec by the celebrated 
Wolfe, was accomplished with a force vastly 
'inferior to that of the French general Montcalm, 
who, how ever, conducted himself with great -skill 
ahtl bravery nt the head- of his troops. lie pe¬ 
rished in the midst of the action; as did likewise 
the intrepid Wolfe, whose career of glory was 
checked at a very early periwd of life. The re¬ 
duction of the rest of Canada, by General Lord 
Amhrrst, followed ; and Niugara surrendered to 
Sir William Johnson. 

To the end that the events of the war between 
France and the allies might not be interrupted, 
the recital has been carried up to the commence¬ 
ment of 176'0.> We will now take a slight retro¬ 
spect of what was passing in the interior of France. 

The disputes between the clergy and the magis¬ 
tracy were revived with new acrimony; and, by 
the derangement of the finances, a fermentation 
excited in every part of the kingdom, when an 
unforeseen event incurred which produced a ge¬ 
neral consternation. (Jn the 5th. of January, 
17$7<i L«uis XV. wus assassinated at Versailles, 
while surrounded by his guards and great officers 
of state. Jn getting into his carriage, to proceed 
to Trianon, where he was to spend the night, he 
received a stab in his side from one of the group 
assembled to witness his departure. Looking 
■ round him, he recognized the assassin, and 
painted him out to his guards. The wound, 

which 
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which was at first apprehended to be mortal, 
proved, on examination, to be slight, and not to 
present the smallest indication of danger. 

This favourable prognostic did not lessen tbe 
rigour of the punishment inflicted on the regicide, 
Thimieus. lie urged, in his defence, that he had 
ml the smallest intention to encompass' tbe death 
of the king, but merely to bring him back to a 
sense of the duty he owed to God and the nation, 
by inflicting on him a sliglit wound, which might 
lead him into the road of repentance. He parti¬ 
cularly dwelt on the passiveness of the monarch 
in the disputes belwecn the clergy and the ma¬ 
gistrates, and to the libertinism into which he had 
been drawn by the bad example of the court. 

Damiens was condemned to tortures similar to 
those which had boon inflicted on Ravailluc, the 
assassin of llenry IV. We shall draw a veil over 
these horrors, and content oursekes with observ¬ 
ing that he. preserved until the lust^tbe same au¬ 
dacity, and the same sang-J'ruiH, lie had mani¬ 
fested on the first examination. Uis responses 
were even occasionally blended with gay and 
ironical sallies. He declared that he bad medi¬ 
tated his purpose during three years, without com¬ 
municating. it to any one. “ If, he added, I 
could have suspected tiiat my hat was aware of 
it, I would have thrown it into the fire." 

To return to the events of the war. After 
several inconsiderable actions in 1760, between 
tbe allies and the French, the latter obtained 
possession of the principality of Hesse. As tho 
war in Germany had been equally r.uinous fyoth 
to France and England, and as the former of these 
powers had besides sustained great losses both in 
~ ' North 



North America and in the East Indies, it wai 
agreed to negociate a treaty of peace at Augs- 
bourg. _ The negotiations were, however, broken 
up by the imprudence of M, Bussi, a French 
agent, who had been sent to London, to settle 
amicably the disputes relative to the limits in 
North America, a question which could not wjvTi 
propriety be brought before the congress in Ger¬ 
many. 

To prevent the loss pf its establishments in the 
East Indies, the French government sent count 
Lally, an experienced general, to Pondicherry, 
lie rendered himself so obnoxious to the inha¬ 
bitants, that he rather accelerated than retarded 
the surrender of that place to the British forces. 
Sir Eyre Coote, the British general, would not 
allow any terns of capitulation; and as the French 
had demolished fort St. David, Pondicherry shared 
pretty nearly the same fate. The troops belong¬ 
ing to the garrison, and the civilians belonging 
to the French East India company, having been 
embarked for Europe, Ihe fortifications, walls, 
and magazines, were destroyed. The unfortunate 
governor, count Lally, by birth an Irishman, was 
decapitated at Paris on a suspicion of having 
treacherously delivered up the place. 

In the spring of 1761 , prince Ferdinand, the 
commander in chief of the allied forces, penetrated 
into the principality of tlcssc, which was occu¬ 
pied by the French, and into Tburingcn. This 
bold mameuvre made so great an impression on 
the French, that they fled, nnd left in their rear 
Gottingen and Cussel, where they had coraider- 
nble bodies of troops. Fritzur capitulated to 
prince Ferdinand; and the marquis of Granby 

reduced 
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Teduced the fortresses ^ the environs. In pro* 
portion as the French army continued to retreat, 
the allies took possession of their magazines. 
Murcchal Broglio having at length collected all 
his forces, obliged prince Ferdinand to raise the 
T'ljgc of Cassel, and to discontinue the blockado 
of Zicgenltagen. The events of this campaign 
were terminated by the capture of Bclteisle by the 
English. 

The celebrated family compact between Franca 
and Spain, was dearly purchased by the latter 
nation. In 1/62 Havannah was attacked by ad¬ 
miral I'ocuck and the earl of Albemarle, to whom 
that city surrendered, together with the ships of 
svar in the port, and twenty-seven merchantmen 
very richly laden. Two mouths after, the English 
took possession of Manilla, the capital of the 
.Philippine Islands; but gave it up on the condi¬ 
tion of a ranson which was never paid. 

In the campaign of 1 / 62 , the military event* 
were, comparatively, of little importance. They 
were entirely in favour of the allies, with the 
exception of the battle of Joanncsberg, when 
the prince of Condc obtained an advantage over 
prince Ferdinand. The marquis of Granby, at 
the head of the English, distinguished himself 
pre-eminently in an attack on the French in their 
encampment at Grabcnstein. The whole tf their 
army would have been destroyed, had it not been 
for the intrepidity and presence of mind of M. 
Stainvjllr, one of the French general officers, who 
sacrificed the whole of the corps of infantry he 
commanded, to secure the retreat of the cavalry. 

While these military operations were going on, 
Ahe negotiations fur peace were not neglected at 
* — Aupbwurg, 
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Augsbourg, whore they had been commenced in 
the month of June of thfifeabove year. The defi¬ 
nitive treaty which followed was signed in Paris 
on the lOtli of February 1763. Without-enter¬ 
ing into any of the particulars, it will suffice to 
remark, that it was as humiliating to France, as 
advantageous to Great Britain. 

The last epoch of the reign of Louis XV. w hich 
may be compared to what has been mythologi¬ 
cally ami emphatically denominated the iron age, 
Was now arrived, That monarch, who, in the 
early part of his life, had been a model of the 
virtues, was so much changed by tbc depravation 
of his morals, as to Income insensible, not only 
to the disgrace and ruin of his state, but to the 
loss nt his nearest and dearest relatives. The 
duchess of Parma, the princess of Conde, the 
count lie Charolois, and the duke of Burgundy, 
eldest son of the dauphin, were suddenly snatched 
off. Their death was followed by that Of the 
marchioness de Pompadour, the mistress of Louis; 
atid, shortly after, the dauphin, whose virtues had 
endeafedbim, not only to France, but to all Europe, 
ttsi attacked at Fontainebleau by a malignant 
ftver which soon terminated his existenre. A 
singular concurrence of fatalities appeared to be 
united in the royal family. The dnuphiiiess, who 
had never quitted the bed-side of her husband 
during^is fatal illness, and had inspired tlreprsti- 
lential miasmata, fell a victim to hit conjugal 
love. It was trusted that these sad Examples 
would bring back Louis to a sense of his religious 
and moral duties ; but, <m the death of his queen, 
in 1768, he returned to bis licentious habits, and 
at the same time fniflered his subjects to be 
• - * " ‘ * plundered 
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plundered by the minions who surrounded his 
throne. I 

The duke of Parma, grandson of Louis XV., 
having expelled the jesuits from his dominions, a 
dispute ensued between pope Clement XIII. and 
the French monarch, in consequence of which the 
latter seized on Avignon and the whole of the 
county Venaissin. A new pontiff, however, Gan- 
ganelli, having acted with a greater policy than 
his predecessor, by the /ntire abolition of tha 
society of Jesus, Avignon was restored to him in 
1773, together with Benevento, and Ponte-Corvo. 

After the death of Madame ite Pompadour 
Louis remained for several years without a regular 
mistress. He at length Lecaine enamoured of 
mademoiselle L'Ange, whom he created countes 
du Barri, and who was received at court with as 
much pomp as if she hail been his queen. Shs 
made a greater expenditure of the public tree* 
wares than all his former mistresyss taken toge¬ 
ther. 

At the marriage of the dauphin, afterwards the 
unfortunate Louis XVI., with the equally unfor¬ 
tunate .Marie Antoinette of Austria) in 1770, a 
melancholy accident, which seemed to be the pre¬ 
cursor of their future misfortunes, happened in 
the Rue Roy ale in Paris. A fire-work having 
been let off in the Place Louis XV. opposite to 
the above street, and the populace running in 
different directions, some towards the square, and 
others towards the boulevarde, or ramparts, where 
entertainments and refreshments were given, the 
pressure became so great, that nearly twelve hun> 
dred persons were killed, and an immense number 
wounded and mutilated. In the midst of the 

YQj,. xxm. c c tumuli 
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tumult a large scaffoldingreave way, and buried 
in its ruins those who hild stationed themselves 
teneath to avoid the impetuous flux and reflux of 
the mob. The dauphin was so much affected by 
this catastrophe, of which he had been the in- 
direct cause, that he addressed the minister of 
police in the following terms: “I have learned, 
“ with the deepest affliction, the misfortunes 
“ which have happened in Paris cm my account. 
“ The sum of two thousand crowns (two hundred 
“ and fifty pounds sterling) which the king allows 
“ me every two months for my pocket-money, has 
“ just been paid to me. it is all 1 have at my 
“ disposal. I send it for the relief of the untor- 
“ tunate sufferers," Ilis benevolent example was 
followed by the royal family, the princes of the 
blood, the clergy, niid all the orders of the state. 

The disputes between Louis XV. and his par¬ 
liaments terminated in the disgrace of the due 
de Choiseul.r th,e prime minister, and in the 
triumph of the party of the due d’Aiguiilon, who 
had been tried by the parliament ot Paris for 
malversations ifl his government of Britany, and 
deprived of his privileges as a peer of the king¬ 
dom. A new parliament was chosen, and the 
members of the old one sent into exile. 

The administration of Maupeou was universally 
detested on account of the dilapidations by which 
it ttu attended. Louis XV. had, at the above 
epoch, levied more taxes than all his predecessors 
collectively. Such was the state of France, when 
that monarch was attacked by the small pox, to 
which disease be fell a victim on the loth of 
May 1774. 
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Tt is said that thel profusion of this monarch 
led him, in the first instance, to undertake the 
sctfndalous traffic of a monopoly of com, which, 
while it starved his subjects, enabled him to sup¬ 
ply the extravagant claims of his mistresses andl 
favourites. It is at least certain that, at his de¬ 
mise, two hundred millions of livres in specia 
were found in his private treasury, and that their 
acquisition could be traced to no other source. 
An individual of the name of Beaumont, who had 
acquired a knowledge of the particulars of this 
traffic, on which account he was thrown into pri¬ 
son, was the RUthor of the discovery. Louis XV. 
left behind him an odious memory. 


CHAPTER VIr. • 

Events of the disastrous lieign of Louis XVI.—* 
- Origin and Progress of the Revolution up to the 
Murder of that unfortunate Monarch. 

TF there be a subject more worthy to be recorded 
in history than any other, it is that of a 
wretched but unoffending monarch, precipitated 
from his throne at a period of life when he might 
still have flattered himself with the enjoyment 
a long prosperity, and brought to condign punish¬ 
ment by a cruel and unrelenting faction which 
had not a tingle crime to allege against him. Such 
Was the fate-of Louis XVI.; and posterity will 
•nquire how it happened that a nation, celebrated 
- , c c 2 for 
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for its urbanity, and for thfl exercise of the milder 
virtues, should have calmly looked on when so 
harsh a sentence was pronounced on so virtuous a 
sovereign. 

On his accession to the throne, Louis XVI. 
made choice of M. Turgot, an upright and en¬ 
lightened minister, to fill the place of comptroller 
general, to the end that the abuses which 
had, during the late reign, crept into the admi¬ 
nistration of the finances, might be remedied. 
The first measure of this minister was to re¬ 
establish the unrestrained commerce of corn in 
the interior of the kingdom. Notwithstanding 
this was done with the most benevolent intention, 
that of relieving the distresses of the suffering 
poor in several of the provinces, tumults eusueri, 
which obliged the king to hold a bed of justice at 
Versailles in 1775. 

France having taken advantage of the disputes 
which subsisted between Great Britain and her 
North American colonies, to enable the latter to 
assert their independence, was on the eve of being 
drawn into u war. Money was needed ; and M. 
dc Maurepiu persuaded the king that by the re¬ 
establishment of the old parliament, the members 
of which bail been exiled at the closeof the preced¬ 
ing reign, his edicts would be enregistered without 
difficulty, and his subjects engaged to subscribe 
to the loans, and to pay the taxes without a mur¬ 
mur. Louis XVI. yielded to these reasonings* 
and marked out the just limits between his own 
authority-and that of the magistracy. 

Under the management of M. rie la Sartine, 
the minister of marine, the French navy was 
placed on a yery respectable footing. In the short 

, 'trace 
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space of two years Ffttnee could boast the pos¬ 
session of sixty-seven\ail of the lfie, besides a 
considerable number of frigates and smaller 
vessels, 

Louis XVI. having acknowledged the indepen¬ 
dence of thu North .Americans, with whom ho 
entered into a treaty of amity and commerce, the 
rupture between Great Britain and France became 
inevitable. The above treaty was in every point 
of view impolitic, mure •especially as it autho¬ 
rized the revolt of rebellious subjects against their 
legitimate, sovereign. On this occasion, as well 
as on inanv others, he was very badly advised. 
The marquis de la Fayette arrived in America 
towards the close of the campaign of 1 717, and 
laid the foundation of a reputation which was, ia 
the event, fatal to his happiness. 

During the American contest the French arms 
recoven d the celebrity they had forfeited during 
the preceding war. In the Last iudies, Suffren, 
hiuI in the West Indies, and on the American con- 
t nent, d’Lstaing, \ audmiil, Lamothe-Piquit, and 
Guichcn, acquired a well-merited reputation by 
sea. They were not, however, able to cope with 
those to whom thpy were opposed, notwithstand¬ 
ing Great Britain hud to contend against three 
European powers, and her refractory colonies, the 
independence of which sho was finally obliged to 
declare. In the land service, among the French 
warriors who distinguished themselves, 'may be 
cited with a particular emphasis the names of 
Bouille and Rochambeau. 

We proceed now to the remote causes of the 
French revolution; aud are necessarily led to the 
conspiracy of the duke of Orleans, one of the 
. c c J most 
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most depraved characters! of which history can 
furnish an example. The unnatural hatred he 
bore to Louis XVI. was founded on the refusal of 
fire iHtter to appoint him to the office and dignity 
fit hit'll admiral of France. He allied himself 
secretly with the factious subjects, and, in gene¬ 
ral, with all those who were dissatisfied with the 
court, The dispute between the minister of 
•finances and the parliament soon afforded him a 
meet opportunity to gratify his revenge. 'I'he 
parliament having remonstrated against a loon 
proposed by M. dc Culunne, Louis XVI. erased 
from the registers the motives on which the re¬ 
monstrance was founded. The minister now 
convened an assembly of the notables, and de¬ 
clared tlmt the expenditures exceeded the receipts 
by a hundred millions of livres. His predecessor, 
IU. Nccker, endeavoured to prove that this djivit 
was not imputable to him. He was exiled ; and 
the disgrace* of M. Calonne soon follow ed. 
Tho notables were dismissed, and the court thrown 
into the utmost embarrassment, 

Brienne, the new minister of finances, had re¬ 
course to several expedients to relieve the exigen¬ 
cies of the state, ami, among others, to a stamp 
fax, ami a tax on territorial properties. Thrse 
imposts were registered, in the presence of the 
king, in a bed of justice; but the parliament 
protested against this act of the royal authority, 
and its members were exiled to Troyes. They 
Acre soon after jgealled on condition that they 
should not refuse to register a loan of four bun¬ 
dled millions of livres. It was agreed that the 
assembly to be holdeu by the king should be called 
Ruga!, .’and not a bed of justice, a denomination 

-which 
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which began to be Adieus. This conciliatory 
arrangement gave so much alarm to the duke of 
Orleans and his fellow conspirators, who were de¬ 
termined to accomplish the overthrow of the state, 
that they agreed to attend the royal silting, 
purposely to limit the authority of the ministers, 
and to force the king to convene the states gene¬ 
ral. It took place on the following day, when 
the king entered without bearing about his persou 
any of the marks of royalty. He was accompanied 
by his court, his ministers, the princes, and the 
peers of the realm. Having expressed his wish 
that the edict for the raising of the loan should be 
registered without delay, the silence which ensued 
was suddenly interrupted by the duke of Orleans, 
who, regarding the king with an insolent air, 
demanded imperatively whether he was present 
at a royal sitting, or at a bed of justice. The 
monarch having replied that it was a royal sitting, 
the duke of Orleans observed, that,Vs the registvy 
of the loan was, according to his opinion, illegal, 
it would be necessary to add, for the security of 
those who were supposed to have taken a part in 
the deliberations, that the measure was resorted 
to by the express command of the king. To this 
Louis XVI. replied that be had done nothing 
which was not very legal. The loan having been 
registered, he retired. 

Such was the pretext of which the duke of 
Orleans availed himself, in put himself at the head 
«f the discontented faction. At bis sOggntion, 
the. parliament, after the departure of the king, 
declared that the loan -was illegal, and .the deli be 1- 
ratiou incomplete, because the votes of the 
assembly hod not- bees collected. Ob his side. 
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the king declared, that In* was net so milch of-' 
fended by the declaration of the duke of Orleans, 
as by the tone of insolence with which it had be'Pn 
delivered. As he had been informed that thd 
counsellors of the parliament held nocturnal 
meetings in the Orleans palace, and tlmt their 
conduct on the above occasion was the result of 
one of these meetings, he ordered the duke of 
Orleans to retire to his country scar, and issued 
lettres de cachet for the Arrest of two of the coun¬ 
sellors, l'rcteau and Sabbatier. The queen was 
suspected of being the adviser of this rigorous 
measure, which at such a moment of political 
effervescence was highly impolitic. 

Scarcely had the duke ot Orleans reached the 
place of his exile, than he vented his rage in the 
bitterest execrations against the king and queen, 
on whose destruction he was resolved, should it 
even be at the cxpcnce of his own life and fortune. 
His virtuous duchess, who had been misled by his 
hypocritical promises, presented herneif to Louis 
XVI., and obtained his pardon. Having been 
recalled from hk exile, he procured an interview 
with the king, in whose presence he put on the 
exteriot of gratitude and submission; but the 
thorn still rankling in his bosom, he pursued more 
ardently than ever the execution of his atrocious 
project. 

It was promoted by the existing circumstances, 
Hw court stood in need of supplies; and the 
pafhament of Paris iwfastd to'register any de* 
■crip ties of loan or impost, notwithstanding , the 
petuntse of the king to convene the states general. 
Me innovations of th*n»uhster, Brienne, and the 
•hoard*/of his ftmtr} amt, had fsTefi ofianna 

to 
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to all the orders of the state. Thrs minister vm 
dismissed, and his plaqe supplied by Necker. 

'Hitherto the duke of Orleans had directed the 
parliaments against the court, in the hope of 
being appointed lieutenant-general of the kingdom ; 
but the retreat of Bricnne induced him to shift 
his ground. The ex-minister, who was convinced 
that his disgrace was owing to the inflexible re¬ 
sistance of tbe parliaments, threw an apple of 
discord between them am^ the people, which ren¬ 
dered them odious to the latter. He asserted 
publicly that the parliament of Paris hud refused 
the territorial impost with no other view than 
to throw all the burthen on the third estate or 
cotnmonalty. A general effervescence was thus 
produced; and, under these unpromising circum¬ 
stances, the notables were a second time convened. 

At this juncture France was u prey to a famine, 
which, partly real, and partly artificial, could not 
fail to augment the growing discontents. The 
inclemency of the season had in some measure 
destroyed the promise of the last harvest; and 
the edict relative to the free circulation of corn, 
had enabled the monopolizers to possess themselves 
of what remained. At tbe head of these mis¬ 
creants was the duke of Orleans, who was the 
sovereign arbiter of the life or death of the mul¬ 
titude. The granaries in which his own immense 
capital, and all the sums he had been enabled to 
borrow, were sunk, were opened or shut accord¬ 
ing to the dictates of his hellish policy. 

In the second assembly of the notables Louis 
XVI. proposed the discussion of a very hazardous 
question, whether the votes of the states general 
should be collected by order, or individually. 

His 
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Hi* new minister, Necker,' contrived to give art 
unprecedented influence to the third estate. In a 
letter to the king, the nobility proposed to iimse 
& personal sacrifice ol' their privileges, and to 
contribute to all the imposts and charges in pro* 
portion to their fortunes. Had the dignified 
clergy followed their example, the monarchy 
might have been saved. 

The states general were opened at Versailles on 
the 5th of May, 1783, As soon as the three 
orders were seated, according to the prescribed 
forms, the king made his appearance accompanied 
by h is court. Having noticed that the duke of 
Orleans was modestly seated among the deputies 
of his jurisdiction, the king sent for him, and 
addressed him a* follows : “ I am surprised at 

" not seeing the first prince of the blood near my 
“ person. It appears to me that, under circum- 
“ stances like the present, it is your duty not to 
“ abandon yoi-r sovereign. Why, besides, should 
** you separate yourself from the princes 1" The 
duke of Orleans persisted in his refusal j and the 
kfng gave up the point. By the political pretext 
of associating himself with the deputies of hit 
jurisdiction, the former acquired an additiunab 
popularity. 

The s|Hiech of the king to the deputies was 
expressive of his benevolent intentions, and of hi* 
wish to make every sacrifice to the public good. 
*n>e verification of the powers of the throe orders 
was' productive of a very vehement discussion. 
The duke of Orleans, whose speech was equally 
inflammatory with tlipse of Mirnbcau and Syeyra, 
hud brought over to hi* side the majority ot the 
•krey j and the indiscreet measure ot Necker, by 
* which 
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•which it ii'u stipulated that the number cf ^3* 
tiers etat should be aj least equal to that of lhe| 
febur two orders conjunctively, threw the pre¬ 
ponderance into the scale of the former, who could 
not fail to hud many adherents in the superior 
classes. 

From the moment that the deputies of the third 
order had formed themselves into a national as¬ 
sembly, the other orders were led away by their 
impulsive force, and tlje equilibrium entirely 
destroyed. All the wise and beneficent measures 
proposed by the monarch were rejected. The oath 
taken in the tennis court of Versailles, by the 
members of the natiunal assembly, who had been 
joined by the greater part of the clergy, to main¬ 
tain an equality of rights, was productive of a 
great fermentation, to which the dismissal of M. 
Neckcr furnished a nnv aliment. It would be 
superfluous tu detail all the tumultuous proceed¬ 
ings which ensued, both in the national assembly, 
and among' the populace of the capital. It will 
stillice, therefore, to observe, that Mirabeau, the 
creature of the duke of Orleans, gave the signal 
of revolt, both in the assembly at Versailles, and 
in the palace of his protector in Paris, Having 
caused a report to be circulated that the deputies 
were to be massacred, and the inhabitants of the 
capital exposed to all the horrors of a famine, he 
appeared at the tribune, and demanded that the 
troops, by whom the safety of the assembly was 
menaced, should be enjoined, by a decree, to 
withdraw, and that auother decree should be 
enacted, to declare that the minister who bad been 
dismissed merited the confidence of the nation. 
These decrees were in reality a declaration of war, 
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wefbcarned in triumph (through the avenues- of 
the palais royal, and the streets of Paris. The 
storin' thickened; and the destruction of the Bas- 
lille soon followed. Louis XVI, and his court 
were mute spectators of these events. When at * 
length it was suggested to the king that he should 
adopt some strenuous measures to quell the 
popular insurrection, he replied that he would not 
allow a single individual to perish in his quarrel. 

He repaired to the national assembly, and called 
on the representatives to aid him in re-establishing 
the tranquillity of the state, observing that his 
reliance on the honour and fidelity of his subjects, 
had induced him to give orders that the troops 
should be withdrawn from Paris and Versailles. 

He afterwards repaired to the Hotel de Ville in 
Paris, to annouuce that he put himself at the 
head of his people, who might be constantly 
assured of hi? paternal affection. On his pro¬ 
mising the rccal of Necker, the exclamation of 
vite le rui was reiterated both within the assem¬ 
bly, and in the pnssages which led to it. It should 
be observed that the Parisians had gone nut in a 
body to meet the king, on his entry into the capi¬ 
tal, and had, on the instigation of the conspirators, 
assumed a very menacing aspect. In presenting 
the keys of live city to Louis XVI., Bailly 
the mayor, observed that his ancestor, Henry IV. 
had conquered Paris, but that Paris had now 
re- conquered its king. At this moment Louis 
appeared to have conciliated the affections uf his 
subjects. 

A slight incident occurred to produce a new 
•xaspenstien on the pan of the deluded populace. 

The 
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The regiment of Flanders having arrived at Ver* 
uailles, the royal guards gave a banquet to the 
corps, as was customary on these occasions. On 
the health of the nation being proposed, it was 
refused by the guests, who were besides accused 
of having insulted the national cockade. The 
rumours which were propagated in Paris, pro¬ 
duced a general insurrection of the populace. 
The women were more particularly realous in 
proclaiming that the natian had been betrayed; 
the national cockade trodden under foot; and the 
public distresses mocked by the splendid repast 
given by the royal guards, in such a time of scarcity. 
This happened in the morning of the oth of Octo¬ 
ber 17 «.U; and on the following day the king, 
queen, and royal family, were forced from Ver¬ 
sailles by the mob who had proceeded thither, and 
from whose violence they had a very narrow 
escape. ■ Many of the royal guards were killed, 
■Bd the survivors obliged to weiir the national 
cockade. 

Thus was Louis XVI. brought captive, with his 
family, into the capifal, where he was strictly 
watched. This event was the signal of the emi¬ 
gration of many of the nobility and clergy, who 
foresaw that they had no longer any security in 
Fruncc. The monarch himself was under the 
necessity of writing to the different powers of 
Europe, to say that he had quitted V ersailles of 
kit ou-n free mil/, to reside in his good city of Paris. 
It having been industriously circulated that it was 
bis, intention to make his escape to Met 2 , he dis¬ 
concerted the plans of his enemies by a fre* ac¬ 
ceptance of the constitution. Off the 14th of 
July 17<J0, the anniversary of the destruction of 

»0L. 111. b d the 



FUAHCe. 


*302 

the Bastille, he took the civic oath at the general 
federation, at which was likewise present the duke 
of Orleans, who had returned from England, 
whither, he had been sent on a particular mission. 
The constitution above referred to abolished the 
feudal system, and the titles of the nobility. 

Tlic departure of the king’s aunts for Italy, and 
the flight uf monsieur, his brother, occasioned the 
monarch to be so closely watched, that he was not 
even permitted to pay a visit to St. Cloud. To 
this close captivity were super*tided the grossest 
outrages. Nothing was spoken of but the Aus¬ 
trian committee, and the intrigues of the queen, 
by whom it was represented that all the European 
powers were rendered hostile to Trance. The 
legislature had the insolence to separate the ter¬ 
race of the T'euillans from the rest of the garden 
of the Thuillcries, by the means of cords and 
ribbons, with an injunction to any one "whatever 
not to pass 'beyond that limit, to the end that 
there might be no correspondence kept up with 
the supposed Austrian committee. In short, the 
situation of Louis XVI. and his family became so 
insupportable under all the harsh restraints which 
were imposed, that it became absolutely neces¬ 
sary for them to break the chains of their cap¬ 
tivity. Accordingly, on the night of the 20th of 
June I7.Q1 the king and royal family contrived to 
escape from the vigilance of their implacable 
enemies. When on the eve of his departure, 
Louis addressed a proclamation to the French 
nation, to explain his conduct both before and 
after the convocation of the states general, and 
to expose the motives which induced him to quit 
Paris and take up his reaidenca elsewhere. To 

this 
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this declaration was opposed another, addressed 
' 'jy the national assembly to the people of France, 
in which the king's flight was represented as tin 
atlark on the national sovereignty. 

The unfortunate inomtrch whs recognized at St. 
Menehoult hy Drotiet the postmaster, who pre¬ 
ceded him to Varennes. lie was there obliged to 
alight, with his family, nt the house of the soli¬ 
citor of the commune , on pretext of the necessity 
of examining his passport, 1 The detachments 
which had been intended for his escort not having 
reached their destination, and tire streets of Va- 
rennes having been, as well as the bridge, 
blockaded, he was constrained to return to Paris 
with his family, and to become a prisoner once 
more. 

The history of the legislative assembly up to 
the memorable 10th of August 17.92, may be 
comprised in a few words. It consisted of Un¬ 
ceasing attacks on the small share (ff power dele¬ 
gated to the king by the constituent assembly, 
and of denunciations against the ministers, what¬ 
ever might have been the nature of their opera¬ 
tions. This assembly was principally composed 
of jacobins, by whom the butcheries of Avignon 
were s.uictiohed, and who bestowed an unqualified 
approbation on all the crimes which disgraced 
regenerated Frame. The rcta npjxtsed by the 
king tu the decrees relative to the emigrants and 
the unconstitutional tlergv, occasioned hit* to 
losea considerable share of the popularity he hnd 
acquired after his flight; and the asylum given id 
the emigrants at Coblciitzj together, wirtr lfie 
coalition of Pilnitz, supplied the jttcoirift* with 
ample matter lor their alarms and suspicions, 
it d 2 The 
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The efforts made by Louis XVI., to convince them 
of his attachment to the constitution, were in¬ 
effectual, as appeared by the addresses sent into 
the departments, charging him with perjury and 
dissimulation. 

In the mean time, the Orleans party, hearted 
by Brissot, demanded a declaration of war. To 
this measure the king was forced reluctantly to 
give his assent. As the sole aim of its contriver* 
was to bring about th« abolition of royalty, the 
army was disorganized, to the end that all the 
miscarriages might be imputed to the king. The 
most experienced officers in the. land and sea ser¬ 
vices were proscribed; and iu the defeat of the 
French army at Lille, Dillon, the commandant, 
was butchered by the patriots. 

'I'he incendiary speeches of the Mcrseilksc, at 
the bar of the assembly, laid the foundation foe 
tile disasters of the ‘JOlli of June 1792. The 
mob which was then collected in the suburb of 
St. Antoine, was beaded by the execrable San- 
terre, and was soon joined by the banditti be¬ 
longing to the suburb of St. Marcel. On this 
occasion thirty thousand men and women as¬ 
sembled before the palace of the Thuilleries. in 
which the king and royal family resided. While 
they were in the act of forcing the door of the 
royal apartment, Louis XVL caused it to be 
opened, observing to his Swiss guards (hat he had 
nothing to dread from the French. He was in¬ 
stantly surrounded by the assassins, who called 
vehemently for the queen, with meuaces which 
plainly implied the atrocious purpose on which 
they were bent. Legendre, the conventionalist 
and butcher, was among the group, and by his 

command 
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rtrniirrand a red bonnet \va! put on the head of iluf 
Ling. The execrable Stmicrre, who had hitherto 
remapted without side, in expectation that the 
bloody deeds on which he reckoned would be per¬ 
petrated, burst into the t|ueen’s apartment, fol¬ 
lowed by the most ferocious of the bantlitti. At 
the sight of his destined victim he faultereil; and 
the room being so crouded as to endanger suili>- 
cation, he was with some difficulty prevailed on to 
withdraw with his followers, by those who had 
hastened to the protection of the queen. Petion 
How entered the palace, and observing to tlie »a:n- 
iu'oths that, as they had begun the day with dig¬ 
nity and firmness,' it behoved them to persist in 
the same laudable conduct, he recommended to 
them to withdraw. They complied; and thus 
were terminated the events of the 2tlth of June, 

Louis XVI. w'as so fully persuaded of the des¬ 
tiny which awaited him, that in one of his pro¬ 
clamations, he introduced the following words: 
“ If those who are desirous to accomplish the overJ 
throw of the monarchy, have need of the commis¬ 
sion of another crime, they may perpetrate it. lit 
the present crisis the king will afford, nnrii the 
Inst moment, an example of courage and forti¬ 
tude”. He sent fur Petion, whom he questianed 
relatively to the state of Paris, and who answered 
evasively all the questions put to him. Louis was 
not ignorant that the insurrections were to be net 
■nested on the following day; but the mayor of 
Paris persisted in hil assertion that tranquillity 
was restored. * 

While tho unfortunate monarch prepared hires 
self to quit the throne and histekistence, the jaert* 
bins suppressed, by * decree, the tkmnw*4 aM 
9 d 3 grenadiers. 
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grenadiers, of whom they were afraid, ns well m 
the staff' of the national guaed. The measures which 
tliey pursued until the 10th of August, haij far 
their sole aim the overthrow of the monarchy. 
During the night of the gth tlm sections of Paris 
followed the impulsion given to them by the in¬ 
surgents of the suburb St. Antoine, and by the 
atrocious Danton : they appointed commissioners, 
and suspended the municipality. While the ele¬ 
ments of destruction were thus prepared, Louis 
XVI. took every precaution which a regard to his 
security required, lie reviewed his faithful Swiss 
guards, and the few battalions of the national 
guard stationed at the palace. He could nut, 
however, confide in the allegiance of the latter. 
The posts of the palace were tripled; and, beside 
the inner guard, the cavalry were ranged in order 
uf battle at eleven at night, with instructions to 
allow the insurgents to pass through their ranks, 
but afterwards^ by a sudden manamvi e, to force 
them to retreat by the narrow passage of the 
Louvre. Several other dispositions were made by 
the old murechal de Mailly, who does not appear, 
however to have calculated the force of the insur¬ 
gents. They were led on by the Marseillcse, who 
were regimented, and had been joined by a great 
portion of the national guards. 

The rebels met with but few obstacles in taking 
possession of the square (Carousal) facing, the pa¬ 
lace, where they found several pieces of ordnance. 
While they menaced the destruction of the palace, 
Roederer, procureur-syndic of the department, 
mitered, and declared to the king and queen, that, 
48 the majority of the national guards hod bean 
Muught over t# the side of the insurgents, the 
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only resource they had left was to repair to the 
legislative assembly, atid there seek shelter-from 
the fury of the enraged populace. They consented 
with some hesitation; and in their way thither, with 
the rest of the royal family, were exposed to the 
most scandalous ourtages. On their arrival the 
king addressed the assembly as follows: “ 1 ain 
“ .come here to prevent a great crime. 1 am per. 
“ suaded that I am, as well as my family, in per- 

feet security among the* representatives of the 
“ nation. It is my intention to spend the day 
“ here." 

In a few minutes Roederer appeared at the bar 
of the assembly, with an account of the assassi¬ 
nation of Mandat, the commandant of the na¬ 
tional guard, and of the palace having been forced. 
He added that the Swiss guards, and all those « lio 
had acted on the defensive, had, with but few ex¬ 
ceptions, been put to death. The brevity ofout plan 
forbids us to enter into a detail Bf the hurrid 
massacres which were committed on the memo¬ 
rable 10th of August. We therefore return to 
the captive monarch and his deplorable family. 

They remained in the assembly for three days, in 
the box set aside for the reporters of the debates. 
During this interval a decree was unanimously 
passed for the temporary suspension of royalty, 
and another fur the establishment of a national 
convention. The civil list was suspended; and 
the patriotic ministers, Servan, Claviere, and Bor 
land recalled. It was next resolved that tho 
statues of Henry IV., Louis XIII., Louis XIV., 
and Louis XV. should be taken from their pe¬ 
destals, and converted into cannons. At length 
Manuel, the reporter of the cemmmt, appeared 
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at The bar of the assembly, and made the follow 3 
ihg speech. “ Nothing hither remains for Louis 
XVI. except the right of justifying himself be-' 
“ lure the sovereign people. The temple is to lie 
“ assigned to him and his family as an abode; and 
11 tliev shall there be guarded by twenty iitch, to 
he furnished by the sections. As all their 
fi friends are traitors, they shall not be allowed 
“ to keep vi]) any uOrresponilente. The streets 
“ through which tliey'are to pa-s shall be lined 
with the soldiers of the revolution ; and their 
“ greatest punishment will be to hear the excla- 
“ umtions of mc la mltiun , vice la liherte." The 
king and his family were instantly conducted to' 
(he Temple. 

At the- epoeh of the massacres in the prisons, at 
(lie commencement of September, the populace 
proceeded to the Temple, with the head of the 
murdered princess of Lumballe on the end of a 
pike. One of the commissaries, addressing him¬ 
self to Louis, beckoned him to the window to 
Witness, as he said, a curious spectacle. Up was 
stopped, however, by the colleague of this mis¬ 
creant; and bis sensibility was thus spared the 
*ietv of So ghastly a sight. The above massacres, 
as w ell as those of Versailles, were executed with 
an atrocity which fury alone could not have in¬ 
spired. Their object, which had been coolly cal¬ 
culated, tvas to strike a terror in the French, 
Which should prepare them for the murder of ibeif 
Sovereign. 

He was now, together with every part of his fa¬ 
tally; Strictly watched, anddeprived of penknives, 
Scissan.nnd. Prt gcneVal, Whatever might have beet) 
ftracttd to th« aim of self* destruction. Thi- a tit 
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fully suffioMint to intimate the approaching fata 
that awaited him, Oji the 11th of Sept*niber 
the new mayor of Pari*, Chainbon, visited the 
Temple to inform him that he was no longer to be 
indulged with the society of the dauphin. He 
was thus deprived of his best consolation. 

About the middle of September Louis and hi* 
family were immured in a tower which had been 
carefully insulated from the rest of the building. 
The windows were burricajoed, and the light al¬ 
lowed to penetrate in no other way than through a 
narrow opening at the top, by which the. air was 
likewise admitted. In this cruel captivity, the 
suffering monarch was deprived, by the merciless 
commissaries of the commune, of pens, ink, and 
piper. His pencil even was taken from him ; but 
nc was allowed to retain his books. On tbc 21st 
of the above month, Manuel came to announce 
to him the establishment of the republic. 

The jacobins and cordeliers having laid aside 
their own particular resentments, united to con¬ 
cert the destruction of Louis XVI. He was in¬ 
terrogated ut the bar* of the convention, con¬ 
formably to a report marie on the 6th of Novem¬ 
ber, by a commission of twenty-four members. 
Among the crimes alleged against him, he was ac¬ 
cused of having supplied the euernies of France 
with money ; of being the author of the war waged 
on the French territory^ of having conspired 
against the liberty of ihe country, &c. &c. Suf¬ 
fice it to say that his reply to each of head* uf 
accusation was delivered with firmness and dig¬ 
nity ; and that, whatever was the degree of cul¬ 
pability attached to himself, or to his advisers, hi* 
implacable enemies were fully bent on his death. 

Having 
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Having demanded a counsel to draw**»p Sis de¬ 
fence,' lie withdrew into the hall of conferences 
to wait the reply. 

The Orleans party, and the jacobins headed by 
Robespierre, in the expectation that he would 
have been condemned on that daj', had prepared 
a bed for him in one of the apartments, and would 
not consent that council should be assigned him. 
Their opinion was, however, successfully com¬ 
bated. The unfortunate monarch having been 
lei back to the Temple, made choice of Target 
and Tronchet, two celebrated counsellor's, as his 
advocates. On the refusal of the former to under¬ 
take the office, Malesherbes was nominated in his 
stead. M. de Seze, a young studctli in the law, 
became in the event their coadjutor. 

On Christmas day Louis XVL made his will; 
and on the following day was conducted to the 
convention. His justificatory discourse wastj»ere 
read by M. de Seze; and he was again led back 
to the Temple amid the maledictions of the popu¬ 
lace. Nothing particular occurred until the 
I4th of Jauuary 17J>3, when it was derided in 
the convention that Louis Capet had been guilty 
of a conspiracy against the liberty of the nation, 
find had made an attack on the general security 
of the state. Secondly, it was voted that the 
primary assemblies should not be convened, to 
give a sanction to the sentence which was to be 
pronounced. And, thirdly, the nature of the 
penalty td be inflicted was discussed. 

The death of Louis XVI. was decided by * 
majority of five voices. Before the president 
proceeded to cast up the votes, he announced 
that he had just received two letters, one of them 

from 
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from the ambassador of Spain, the_other fr^m 
the defenders of the kii>g. Relatively toTIife Jrst, 
the order of the day was adopted ; and it was de*. 
creed that the advocates of Louis should not be 
heard until after the result should have been pro¬ 
claimed. A paper signed by (he monarch, who 
was desirous that an appeal should be made to 
the people, was rejected in the same way. 

©f all the demands which Louis XVI. made 
to the convention, after Jris fatal sentence hud 
been read to him, two only were granted, namely, 
that he should have a private interview with a 
priest whom he would name, and another with 
Sbis family. His tender and affectionate adieus 
may be better conceived than described. We 
shall therefore briefly state, that the 21st of Ja¬ 
nuary, 17.93, was fatal to a sovereign, who, how¬ 
ever he may be taxed with weakness, was not 
devoid of talents and accomplishments. His bit¬ 
terest enemies have done homage w> the benevo¬ 
lence of his'heart. Alas! had be possessed the 
firmness of character which would have enabled 
him to stem the torrerft of faction and mutinous 
discontent, he might still have been seated on the 
throne of his ancestors. 

The occurrences which led to his tragic*! end 
have interrupted the course of the political anti 
military transactions, of which the following is ft" 
abort retrospect. The partition treaty, as it is 
termed, between the courts, was signed in ,tjie 
month at July 1791, and on the following month 
the treaty of PiLnitz was personally signed by the 
emperor and the king of Prussia. The article 
of the latter treaty which particularly related to 
Trance, purported that effectual measures should 
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Worm carted for the maintenance of the existing 
treaties with that nation J amt that, if every re¬ 
presentation to that effect should fail of success, 
the concurrence of ail the European powers 
should be demanded. As it was impossible that 
the situation of the royal family of France should 
not involve that power in a dispute with the em¬ 
peror, on account of bis nearness of consangui¬ 
nity with Marie Antoinette, the French anticipated 
the blow which was nfeditatcil against then., by 
a hostile decree passed in the month of April 
1792. It was followed in a few days by a de¬ 
claration of war published against France at 
Brussels; and in the month of July of the same 
year the Austrian manifesto appeared. Two other 
manifestoes were shortly after published by Prus¬ 
sia. The French princes who had quitted France 
made their declaration in the month of August. 

While a part of the courts of Europe were thus 
preparing hhstilities, and the others watching 
their progress with a lively interest, the French 
made two successful invasions of the Austrian 
Netherlands, On their side the great army of 
the allies entered France, and took possession of 
Longwi on the 22d of August, about which time 
the marquis de la Fayette, feeling a remorse, of 
conscience for the part be had taken in the revo¬ 
lution, as well as a deep concern for the sufler- 
ii/igi of the royal family, came over to the allies 
■jlHth a part of, the staff of his army. 

The French general Dumoqrier was at this 
time strongly encamped at Grandpre, where be 
had the mortification to learn tlAt Verdun had 
been treacherously delivered up to the allies. 
His outposts were repeatedly attacked, but un¬ 
successfully. 
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successfully. The post'of Croix-au-bnis was, 
however, forced, and as Ws army was~re>i^cci to 
fifteen thousand men, &ho had to contend against 
sixty thousand Prussians and Austrians, together 
with a body of enraged emigrants, he was forced 
to retreat. It required all his skill to prevent 
the complete rout of his troops, who were seized 
with a panic terror, lie now proceeded to occupy 
the camp of St. Menehould, Towards the latter 
end of September the important fortress of Thion- 
ville was besieged hy the ifllies. It was gallantly 
defended by gei.> ral Wimpfen, who, in a suc¬ 
cessful sortie, seized on the magazines and military 
waggons of the besiegers. 

Dumourier having been joined by generals 
Kellcrmann and Beurnonville, the combined army 
advanced in his pursuit. His position having 
been reconnoitered by the. king of Prussia, se¬ 
veral columns were put in motion by the allies, 
for the attack of the heights of Gizancourt. Re¬ 
peated skirmishes ensued, but nothing decisive 
W’as effected on cither side. The combined 
forces were encamped within sight of the strong 
post occupied by Dumourier, whose army was 
joined by numerous bands of volunteers. 

The allied troops,, encamped in the sterile part 
of the province of Champagne, suffered so much 
from famine and disease, that their camp became 
a scene of desolation and death. The Prussian 
monarch, after having twice sent his adjntwt- 
general with propositions to general Dumoufipf, 
retreated with his troops. 

The French, undcT general Custine, having 
made an irruption into Germany, in a few weeks 
made themselves masters of Spire, Worms, Malt* 
and Frankfort. 'Ihesc events accelerated the era* 

tol. xxiu. «• cuatio* 
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luation of Verdun by the Austrians. Savoy was 
Jik^wiseiuyaded by the French general Montes¬ 
quieu, on whose approach Chainberri surrei> 
dered. The disputes between the French and the 
little Republic of Geneva were settled by a treaty 
which was so highly displeasing to the French 
government, that deputies were sent from Paris to 
arrest general Montesquiou, who was so for¬ 
tunate as to make his escape. While this was 
passing, general Anschue, at the head of thy 
army of the Var, tools;possession of Nice, Mon- 
taiban, and Villa Franca; but paving been after¬ 
wards defeated at Saspello, and forced to retreat 
from Castillon, he was suspected of treachery, 
and sent prisoner to Palis. 

The duke of Saxe-Teschen, governor general of 
the Austrian Netherlands, having joined the army 
of the imperial governor general Clairfayt, and the 
Austrian forces being strongly entrenched on the 
heights of .lemma pes, Dutnouricr came to u 
resolution to attack them. Having, parly in the 
morning of the Gth of November, dislodged,the 
enemy from a small village in the vicinity, the 
general attack was made at noon. The 6rst stage 
of the Austrian redoubts having been carried, 
Duraourier charged the enemy’s cavalry, who 
gave way. The second stage of redoubts was 
carried with great impetuosity; and the Aus¬ 
trians forced to retreat after a very vigorous 
defence. The conquest of Belgium followed this 
jfey important victory. General Clairfayt, who 
‘had now assumed the command in chief of the 
Austrian forces, after having spent neatly two 
JBOOths in retreating, took up his position on the 
xkjht bank of the Rhine. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIIE 

Exents of die French Jtnolution from the dcnth of 
Louis XVI. to the Treaty of Amiens. 

/■''HAUVELIN, the FrAich ambassadnr, having 
received an order from the English govern¬ 
ment to quit London, the convention'sent thither 
a negociator, Maret, who was no sooner landed 
at Dover, than he was obliged to rc-emlmrk, the 
news of the death of the king of France having 
already reached England. War was declared by 
“Great Britain and Spain soon after ; and their 
example was speedily followed by Spain and' 
Russia. 

Dumourier was ordered to iftvade Holland, 
and confided to general Miranda the siege of 
Maestricht. He hift^elf laid siege to Breda, the 1 
surrender of which was followed by (hat of 
Klundert, Gertruidcmberg, and WilliifmMadt. 
While he was employed in the blockade of BergJ 
op-zoom, the British army commanded by the 
duke of York landed in Holland, and recovered 
Williamstadt from the hands of the French. The’ 
prince of Cobourg surprised the advanced 
of the French army before Maestricht, 
obliged Miranda to raise Hie siege of that 
Dumourier was in consequence coroman 
abandon his enterprise against Holland, and to' 
concentrate all his forces so as to be enabled tfh 
oppose the prince of Cobourg. He vsr forced 
E e 2 » 
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to 0 |Tdcr afpneral retreat at the dose of the 
battle of Nervinde, fuuglit on the ISth of March, 
notwithstanding he had at the onset been flattered 
with the prospect of a complete victory, lie 
was afterwards defeated near Louvain ; and by 
this victory on the part of the allies, Belgium was 
recovered from the Frehrh, 

In proportion as DumoUrier approached France, 
his enemies, the Jacobins of Paris, became more 
bitter in their hatred towards him. As he had 
threatened to march to the capital, to protect the 
Girondins, and the party headed by Dantun, 
three commissioners were sent to sound his in¬ 
tentions. On his side he negociated with the 
Austrian generals, to secure for himself a retreat. 
He quitted Tournay,. for the purpose of drawing 
Bearer to France, and having broken up the 
camp of Maulde, took up his residence at St. 
Amand. His plan was to possess himself of Lille, 
Valenciennes, and Conde, there to proclaim the 
constitution of 1791, with the re-establishment 
of the monarchical form of government; but in 
this attempt he failed. While he had thus placed 
himself jn a very delicate and hazardous position, 
four conventional commissioners, accompanied by 
Beumonvilie, the minister of war, came to his 
camp to notify to him that he was to repair in¬ 
stantly to Paris. Well knowing the fate which 
there awaited him, he caused the commissioners 
to to arrested, and delivered shem up into the 
hanS of the Austrians. They were afterwards 
exchanged for the daughter of Louis XVI. The 
defection of Dumourier, and of a part of his 
fumy, followed this event. 

The French army was rallied, and placed under 

the 
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the command of general DampierTe, wlib mad# 
two ineffectual attempts tD force the allies t b dis¬ 
continue the blockade of Conile. He fell in an 
action which was undertaken with this view ; antf 
the prince of Saxe Cubuurg remained, in a manner, 
a passive spectatur of the discomfiture of the 
French army. It is thought that his inaction 
was occasioned by the truce he had made with 
Dumouricr. 

At the same time that these disastrons events 
were announced to the convention, advices were 
brought of the unfavourable posture of atfairs in 
St. Domingo, and of the surrender of (he island 
of Corsica to Great Britain. The Spaniards had 
invaded a part of Rousillon, with an ardour and 
a vigilance which were not expected from such a. 
foe ; and in la Vendee an insurrection had been 
kindled by the priests. The army of rcvoltcrS 
there collected had assumed the title of th <4 
catholic army, and rallied in the name of God 
and the king. It was headed by the nobility, 
tvho had not emigrated there in the same degree 
fls in the other parts’of France. 

In Paris a plot had been formed to murder thtf 
Girundins, as well as the greater part of Ac depu¬ 
ties who had not voted for the death of the king; 
This butchery was to have been carried into exe* 
cution on the 9th of March, 179-7, but was resisted 
by Danton, and several other jacobins, who com* 
side-red tfie measure as too precipitate. Tbef 
created, however, a revolutionary conufittae 
<v.hich whs to effect their purpose in a moW 
gradual way. In the Mean tjmc they declared 
themselves m a state of permanent insarrecdod 
against all the enemies of the republic whotevrf 
Blight bo their danommation. .Robespierre and 
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Canton obtained a decree by which all the sans 
culottes were to be armed wjth pikes and muskets 
at the expense of the rich, who were themselves 
to be disarmed as suspected persons. A forced 
loan by which they were to be progressively taxed 
was superadded, together with several revolution* 
ary taxes, yhich were levied in the departments, 
at the will of the commissioners of the convention. 
The maximum was proposed by the commune of 
Paris, but rejected until^a more convenient op¬ 
portunity. In the interim, the shops and ware¬ 
houses of the grocers in the capital were, on the 
Suggestion of Marat, plundered by the populace, 
Vrbo did not, however, take the advice of that 
fvonster, to hang up before their doors several of 
those whom they thus robbed with impunity. 
The instigator to these atrocities was denounced, 
and tried by a revolutionary tribunal, chiefly 
composed of his own creatures. The necessary 
consequence waj that he was acquitted, and again 
took his scat in the assembly. 

. His disciple, Orleans, or, as he stiled himself, 
Egalite, was not equally fovtunate. As soon as 
the convention learned that one of his sons had 
been anj^complice of Dumourier, he was arrested. 
His sons-who were still in France were closely 
watched at Marseilles. The Bourbons were ba¬ 
nished from the territory of the republic ; and the 
ci-devant duchess of Orleans confined in a fortress 
in Normandy. 

Such were the first essays of the mountaineers 
in tbe convention, and of the jacobins their 
club. Tbe commune of Paris having, at thelnsti- 
gation of the execrable Hebert, declared itself in 
It state of permanent insurrection, several of the 

sections 
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sections followed its example. The insurrection 
of the 31st of May, t was the inevitable result of 
these detestable measures ; but the decisive blow 
was not struck until the 2d of June. On the 
latter day, the sections, headed by the ferocious 
Henriot, repaired to the convention, and by their 
means twenty-nine of the must virtuous and dis¬ 
interested mepnhers of the convention were put 
under arrest. Several of them made their escape 
into the departments, where they found the inha¬ 
bitants prepared to revolt against the tyranny of 
the jacobins. The city of Nantes declared in 
their favour, as did likewise that of Caen, where 
the republican general Wimpfen had his head¬ 
quarters. 

On the 11th of July, Marat, the execrable 
Marat, was assassinated by Charlotte Corday, a 
young lady belonging to an ancient and respecta¬ 
ble family inhabiting Caen in Normandy. She 
had seen the proscribed deputies jvho had sought 
a refuge irt that city, and their details inspired her 
with the resolution to rid the world of this odious 
tyrant. Having with some difficulty obtained 
the interview after which she so ardently longed, 
she found him busied in taking a bath. A While 
she amused him in* recounting the namnsf the 
fugitive deputies who were concealed in the place 
of her nativity, she drew her knife, and plunged 
it in his heart. Thus perished one of the most 
detestable monsters the revolution had engender* 
ed. The heroic Charlotte Corday was guillotined 
a few days after, with circumstances of pectaftwr 
barbarity. ■?* .♦ 

The new constitution was adopted towards the 
close of June 1793, at which time the disturbance* 

took 
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took place It Lyons which laid the foundation for 
all the horrors that wore subsequently heaped oh 
that city. Marseilles also declared against the. 
tyranny of the jacobins, and sent a body of 
troops to Avignon, to proceed from thence to 
Lyons, to afford succour to the besieged inhabi¬ 
tants. They were encountered and defeated by 
general Cartaux, who speedily made his appear¬ 
ance at the gates of Marseilles, Such of the 
inhabitants as were royalists, or, as they were 
termed, federalists, were desirous to oppose his 
entry; but having been forced to yield to the 
lower classes, fled to Toulon, which had been 
taken possession of by the British forces. That 
city was abandoned by them at the close of the 
above year. 

In la Vendee the insurrection was still more 
formidable than in the south. The royalists, in 
an unsuccessful Mtnck on Nantes, sacrificed from 
three to four thousand of their best troops. Not¬ 
withstanding fifty thousand republicans were 
marched against them, they obtained several im- 
partant victories, one of wl/iclT was gained by five 
thousand soldiers of the royal and catholic 
army ddainst nearly forty thousand Convention¬ 
alists'* \ ■ 

Near the Pyrenees the republicans were 
equally unsuccessful. A Spanish army pene¬ 
trated intu the French territory, aud seized the 
important fortress of Bellegarde, together with 
the port of Collioure. 

Conic sur r e nd ered, in the month erf July 1793, 
to the prince of Saxe C'obourg, after a 'blockade 
bf four months, The siege of Valenciennes tvas 
pwcedkd by the dtfvat of the French; whom camp 
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at Famars was forced by the allies. On this oc* 
casion the duke of York distingurrhpa himself 
highly, at the head of the British troops.. Under 
these circumstances, so perilous to France, 
general Custine was ordered to quit the army uf 
the Rhine, and to take the command of that of 
the North. Ilis camp was forced, and the sur¬ 
render of Valenciennes followed. Such was tha 
situation of France in the autumn of 1793. 

The committee uf public safety was established 
to desolate France by the most horrid butcheries 
tunl persecutions. Dantdn withdrew from the 
Convention, and left all the power in the hands of 
Robespierre, Coliot d’Herliois, Billand-Varennes, 
Couthon, and St. Just. Their first act of autho¬ 
rity was to apprehend all suspected persons, and 
to try them by revolutionary committees, the power* 
of which were so unlimited, that they could 
readily seize on the four fifths of the population 
of France. One of their earliest victims was 
general Custine, whose murder was followed by 
that of Marie Antoinette of France, the wretched 
widow of Louis XVI.* She had suffered during 
three months all the horrors of a cl' sc captivity 
in the prison of the Conciergerie, from «\hence 
she was led befortf the revolutionary winhnal. 
She perished on the l6th of October, 1793, having 
survived her husband nearly nine months. 

Her death was followed by the destruction of 
the Girondin party, forty of whom were brought 
before the revolutionary tribunal, and twenty 
others, who had fled, outlawed. In the number 
of those who were guillotined, was the celebrated 
Brisson, by whom the faction was headed. 
Lebrun, the minister fur foreign affairs, was after¬ 
wards 
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the friend of BriHot, and onn- 
tabbed himself in his 
prison. ^mPPRPi4le Roland, a lady celebrated 
for her viand daw ■til tr of the 
minister of thaf bpillffwas the next victim of the 
revolutionary coiifMttee. The majority of the 


proscribed deputies had sought a shelter at Bor¬ 
deaux, which was in a state of revolt. That city 
having, however, been obliged to submit to the 


jacobin government, several of them were recog¬ 
nized, and put to death. Petion and Barbaroux 


not having been able to find an asylum, the body 
of the former was devoured by the wolves. The 
latter had wandered so long without sustenance, 
that lie had scarcely a vestige of life remaining, 
when he was discovered by his implacable per- 
lecutors. The celebrated Condorcet was hunted 


out in his concealment; but had time to swallow 
a dose of poison by which his punishment was 
abridged. 0 

The monster Orleans was brought up to Paris 
from Marseilles, and tried. He smiled at his 
condemnation, and made but one request, which 
Was tlPut his punishment should not be delayed 
tmtil/Wh following day. On bis way to execution, 
he braved the insults of the multitude, whose 
contemptible idol lie had so long been ; and pe¬ 
rished without the smallest remorse of cotrscience, 
At this time the progress of the butcheries of the 
revolutionary tribunal observed an augmenting 
flatio. Bailly, who had been mayor of Paris at 
the commencement of the revolution, and whose 
mathematical acquirements are well known, was 
executed in the field of Mars near Paris, aftci 
having spent two dreadful hours on his way 

thither. 
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thither. This refinement of jacobin cruelty wtj 
followed by the murder of the ex-minister Duport 
Duterlre, and the eloefuent Barnave. Several of 
the most distinguished members of the constituent 
assembly shared the same fate. 

The committee of public safety sent a new army 
into la Vendee, with instructions to deliver up 
that wretched country to fi re and pillage. Thesa 
instructions were so faithfully executed by the 
commandant, llossignul. that in a letter to tha 
commune of Paris, he stifted that he had set fire to 
all the mills, with the exception of one which 
belonged to a patriot. The inhabitants were 
hemmed in by four armies, against which they 
had but a weak force to oppose. At a moment 
when they were thought to have been dispersed 
and annihilated, they suddenly made their appear¬ 
ance, and lull on the republicans, whose columns 
they cut in pigb:s. They now crossed the Loire, 
and having been joined by many of the. inhabi¬ 
tants of .the neighbouring departments, made 
themselves masters of several important posts, and 
liberated all those w^io had been imprisoned Jbr 
political crimes. I - 

Britany and a great part of Normanyy beilg 
filled wilh the rov>lists who. had acqyijl^l the 
denomination of c/wuans, and whose system of 
warfare was to wait in ambush for the unsuspect¬ 
ing enemy, Carrier, otic of the most atrocious 
monsters of the revolution, was sent to Naut*. 


lie there spared neither age nor sex: the aged, 
the infirm, infants even, were his destined victims. 
On pretext of removing them from one prison to 
another, he caused them to be bound together, and 
embarked in boats, so contrived, by the means 
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S valve at the bottom, as to become filled with 
water on their reaching thg middle of the Loire. 
His cruelties had the effect of drawing over many 
partizans to the side of Charette, the royalist 
general, who must have possessed very extraordi¬ 
nary military talents, to be enabled to carry on 
auch a war, without money, ami without fortresses, 
et the bead of an army chiefly composed of pea¬ 
sants. It has been calculated that the war of 
la Vendie cost the l'repch more men than had 
been sacrificed by the warfare with the different 
powers of the continent. 

The city of Lyons surrendered on the 9th of 
October, 1793, after a long and desperate siege, 
during which, and the bombardment, the greatest 
horrors were committed by the satellites of the 
convention, who massacred all the fugitive Lyon* 
nese they found without the wallv The atrocities 
■which followed the surrender ex4pd all that the 
imagination esn picture to itself of more than 
cannibal barbarity. It is impossible to follow 
Collot d’Herbois in the hellish devices to which 
he retorted to torture hi? victims. While his 
colleague, Couthon, affixed his mark to the houses 
which/\ere to be demolished, he levied an army 
of ci/t-tfcroats, at the head oPwhom was a detach¬ 
ment of the revolutionary army of Paris, Thou¬ 
sands of victims were, by his order, thrown into 
the prisons ; but before the massacres commenced, 
a festival was commanded. After the temporary 
commission had been employed for several days 
and nights in pronouncing sentence of death on 
the wretched prisoners, its members presented 
themselves to Collot d'Uerbois, to complain that 
they were as fatigued by tbeir task, as was the 

exe- 
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executioner who attended at the guillotine, 
new mode of punishment was accordingly adopted. 
On the following day sixty-nine individuals, 
bound two and two, were escorted to the piece da 
Brutteavx, to be shot. The signal having been 
given by Cullot d’Herbois, the guns, loaded with 
grape shot, were discharged. Those who were 
not killed by the fire, weic dispatched by the 
muskets of the soldiery, and their bodies thrown 
into the Rhone. This bytehery Has succeeded by 
nnotber similar one of a hundred and eight victims, 
the greater pan of them young men of good 
families, who had been purposely escorted to 
Lyons from the armies in which they were en¬ 
gaged in fighting the. battles oi their country. At 
the end of five months nearly six thousand persons 
had perished. 

The recovery of Toulon by the french was fol¬ 
lowed by thM0krcat of the army commanded by 
the duke of iTirk from before kjunmrk, and by 
the surrender of Maubeuge to the republican 
arms. On the other hand, not only Strasbourg, 
but the whole of Al»ce, was exposed baa deci¬ 
sive victory gained in that quarter by the Impe¬ 
rialists. 

On the 1st of June, I7.9+, the Frinch fluet 
commanded by admiral Villaret-Joyeuse was de¬ 
feated by lord Howe, who, notwithstanding be 
had under his command a fleet of an inferior 
force, captured six of the enemy’s ships of the line. 
Another of their ships was sunk in the action, 
which conferred an immortal honour on the British 
arms by sea. 

The iniquitous law of the maximum\ail render¬ 
ed the situation of the capital precisely*Mmiiar to 

voi. xxm. rf ” 1 
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Chat of a town exhausted by a long siege; Before 
day-break the streets were filled with multitudes 
of distressed women and clPildren, ranged in long 
files before the doors of the dealers in the different* 
articles essential to their existence. The trades¬ 
people considered the sale of their commodities to 
be tantamount to a pillage; but u ere forced to 
sacrifice their property to their personal safety. 
The inhabitants ot the environs trembled when 
they brought their productions to market. The 
public places were deserflrd ; and this was likewise 
the ruse with the qua)tors which had been for¬ 
merly inhabited by the favourites of fortune. On 
their hotels were inscribed the words national 
proptiiii, to point out that they had been the 
abodes either of emigrants, or of the victims of 
the revolution. In the provinces the same picture 
of misery was exhibited. 

The department of Yuueluse, .Airing Avignon 
for its capital, had for four years wen exposed to 
all the horrors and calamities of the revolution, 
■under the domination of Jourdan, stiled the vut- 
tk. 'iat. He was succeeded by another monster 
named r Maignet, who, with a view to the. exeicise 
of an uncommon vengeance, caused the tree of 
liberty tp be cut down at Bedouin, one of the 
4no9t flourishing towns in that quarter. On this 
pretext, the above place was set fire to, and sixty- 
three of its inhabitants sentenced to perish by the 
.guillotine. The majority of those who survived 
fell a prey to misery and despair. 

Joseph Lebon was sent to inflict a punishment 
on Arras, the place of nativity of Robespierre. 
The revolutionary commission which was there 
•stablishdKl performed its hellish functions with 

such 



FRANCE. 



such a rapidity, that in a few days there was nW 
to be found a single house in the most spacious 
street of the above city, belonging to which seve¬ 
ral individuals had not been guillotined. Nearly 
nine hundred persons perished in tW presence of 
this monster, who was seated in a balcony during 
the executions. 

Among the magistrates who were immolated, 
was the respectable and virtuous Maleshefbes, the 
intrepid defender of Louis XVI, Forty-five mem¬ 
bers of the ancient parliament of Paris, thirty- 
three belonging to that of Thnulouse, thirty far¬ 
mers general, and twenty-five of the most opulent 
merchants of Sedan, perished about the same 
time, Madame Elizabeth, the sister of the un^ 
fortunate Louis, was brought to trial at the insti¬ 
gation of Billaud de Varennes. She was sen¬ 
tenced to suftr death by the guillotine, notwith¬ 
standing it waCimpossible to substantiate n single 
charge against this virtuous and exemplary female. 
The executions were now multiplied to suc h a_ 
degree, that eighty persons were frefjucn l,y corC 
veyed to the place of execution in tl|c flfme 
vehicle, To cite ihe names of uli the illustrious 
victims who fell, wpuM tar exceed our limits, and 
would at the same time present too hoiric>a pic¬ 
ture of human depravity. 

Three weeks before the event which wns to de¬ 
liver France from the mn«t atrocious of tyrannies, 
Robespierre absented himself from the committee 
of public safety. The storm which hovered over 
his head, had left him no other pnrtizans than 
his execrable associates, Couthon and St. Just. 
The members of the convention who had hitherto 
been on his side, and had supported him in all 
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Bis sanguinary proceedings, were for the greater 
part decidedly against him, ^nd were consequently 
marked out lor his vengeance. At length, on the 
26th of July 1794, Robespierre appeared at the 
Convention, and made a speech in which he an¬ 
nounced the speedy destruction of all those who 
were obnoxious to his measures. This speech was 
the signal of a general insurrection against him. 
On a proposition being made that it should be 
printed and sent into thy departments, a violent 
opposition ensued, in the course of which the 
tyrant was called on to name the members whom 
he accused. On the morning of the memorable 
27th of July, Saint Just, in his endeavours to vin¬ 
dicate Robespierre, was interrupted by Tallien, 
who, to put an end to the divisions that subsisted 
in the assembly, demanded that the mysterious 
veil which covered the conspiracy,^ Robespierre 
should be entirely removed. Hefliclared that he 
had, on the preceding day, been present at the 
debates in the jacobin club; that he shuddered 
r»r his country; that he bad witnessed the for- 
mhKoupf the army of the hew Cromwell; and 
that he had provided himself with a poignard to 
terminate his own existence, in case the conven¬ 
tion should not have the courage to pronounce a 
decree of accusation against Robespierre. He 
demanded that the sitting should be permanent; 
and that Henriot, the- commandant of the armed 
force of Pans, should, as wi ll as his staff, be put 
under arrest. This proposition was decreed, to¬ 
gether with the arrest of the commandant and 
principal officers of the national guard, Tallien 
riSbw drew the attention of the assembly to the 
speech made by Robespierre on the preceding day. 

Bird 
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and repeated by him in the evening at the jacobii^ 
club. Luchet, one of the members, demanded 


that he should be instantly arrested ; and u decrea 
of arrest was accordingly passed against him, His 
Voting brolher, and his accomplices, Couthon, St, 
just, and Le Bas. They were ordered to with¬ 
draw, and the meeting dissolved. 

At seven in the evening the silting was resumed, 
and the members of the municipality and depart¬ 
ment of Paris ordered to*the bar. The arrest of 


Fleuriot-Lescot, the mayor of Paris, having been 
decreed, the president announced that the jacobins 
had invested and taken possession of the com¬ 
mittee of public safety. One of the members 
stated that Henrint had effected bis escape, and 
was paraded by the populace in triumph. Another 
brought the news that Robespierre, had been con¬ 
ducted by bis patrtiz.ms to the commune house, 
and had been well received by the municipal 
officers. They were, as well us* Henriot, oubts 
lawed, and Burras appointed to the command df 
the national guard. The barriers of Paris lmtflriif 
been shut, and other precautionary measure) taktm, 
it was announced that Robespierre and all his ac¬ 
complices had effected their escape. They wens 
declared to be in a state of outlawry. 'I'lw; dif¬ 
ferent sections of Paris Juok tfie oaths of alle¬ 
giance to the convention. 

The door of the commune house, where th* 
conspirators were assembled, having bcenTorced 
open, Robespierre attempted to destroy hilnself 
With a pistol, the discharge of which fracture^ 
his jaw. Leilas blew out his brains; and Couthon; 
who had sought refuge beneath a table, stabbed 
himself with a knife, but not mortally. The 
fiS vouoimr 
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yfeunger Robespierre threw himself out of a win¬ 
dow, and received several, fractures. Henriot 
was thrown out of another window by Coffinhal, 
another of the conspirators; and was found in a 
most dreadful stale, but still alive. All the 
members nf the commune were arrested. 

Sentence of death was pronounced on the con¬ 
spirators on the afternoon of the following day. 
They were conveyed to execution surrounded by 
a populace intoxicated \%itli joy. Never did a 
culprit suffer greater torments than those endured 
by Robespierre. On the two succeeding days 
eighty-three of his accomplices, chiefly members 
of the commune of Paris, were executed. 


^ In the month of March 1794, the armies were 
more powerful than any Europe had ever witnessed 
on any former occasion. France alone, without 


allies, had levied upwards of a million of light*. 
,ing men. Pjchegru commanded the army of the 
i^orth, and Joardan that of the Sanlbre and 
JSfeuse. On the other hand, the emperor had 
yraited the scene of war in person, to animate his 
troftps.f The prince of Saxe tlobourg had repaired 
the fortifications of Valenciennes, ami had throwi 


lip considerable works near Courtrai and Meuin 
The protection of that part oT maritime Flanders 
was confided to General Clayrfait ; and, at a still 
greater distance, the duke of York made incur¬ 
sions round Lille. The Dutch, under the com¬ 
mand of the hereditary prince of Orange, pro¬ 
tected the banks of the Sambre, another point re¬ 
lative to which the prince of Saxe Cobourg enter- 
tainod well-founded alarms. 


The Austrians commenced the campaign by tht 
investiture of Landrccies, the siege of which wai 
carried VO with tu much activity, tha} the place 
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surrendered at the expiration of ten days afrer 
‘he trenches had bten opened. This was th» 
Fourth fortified place which the Austrians had 
conquered on the French territory. While they 
flattered themselves that the acquisition of two or 
three victories would conduct them to the capital, 
they were kept on the defensive by the republican 
troops, whose attacks were so concerted, that the 
Imperialists could with difficulty discern the point 
from which they were directed. On the 26th of 
April the French entered Courtrai, and menaced 
Menin, to the succour of which Clayrfait marched, 
lie was defeated; but returned a few days after 
to the attack of Courtrai, in front of which he' 
til row up sct eral commanding butteries. The re¬ 
publican troops made a sortie, Hnd charged thi^ 
enemy with so much impetuosity, that tiny dis-i 
lodged them from their advanced posts. Clayrfaitf 
was thus obliged to retreat a second time, and de-P 
niamled reinforcements to disengage West Flanker*; 
from an incursion which would expose a grejV 
part of the Austrian army. The aulio’tuiyt'ciV 
w as thus forred to ilcfrr the execution ol thfe plan 
of an offensive campaign, and eventually to re¬ 
nounce it altogether. The. French were thrice 
repulsed in their attempts to cross the Sarnbre; but 
were more successful in the passage of the Maese. 
In short, the events of each day evinced the 
efficacy of the plan of the French council of war, 
presided by Carnot, to keep the Austrian army 
blocked up in its new conquests, and between I ha 
lour fortresses bv which they were protected. 

The prince of Saxe Cobourg resolved to makt^ 
a great -effort to disengage West Flanders,' and 
shit ted his head quarters to Tournay. The army 
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cotnmanded by general Clayrfait was augmented 
to twenty-five thousand men/ and that under the 
command of the duke of York, by whom he was 
to be seconded, was still superior in point of num¬ 
bers. The prince of Cobourg, who “waited the 
success of their combined operations, covered 
Tournay with the flower of theAustrianarmy. Such 
powerful forces enabled the Austrian army to re¬ 
sume the offensive operations, with a strong per¬ 
suasion that the body of French troops which oc¬ 
cupied Courtrai, and the one which invested 
Menin, would be forced to lay down their arms. 

The duke of York set out from before Courtrai 
on the 17th of May, and took possession of all 
the posts to the right extending from Lille to that 
Aplace. General Clayrfait crossed the Lys at Wer- 
wrick and Commines, Pichegru, who was aware 
bf these movements, prevented the junction of 
Ahe two armies, and kept up a communication 
fwith Courtrai bf skillful manoeuvres, lie put 
[himself at the head of the detachments of troops 
wbSjgfTlfud retreated towards ^.ille, and marched 
•gainst the duke of York. The British and Ha¬ 


noverians maintained their positions for a con* 
■iderabie time, but were at length overpowered 
by numbers, aud forced to retreat, which they 
did with great regularity. Ail their artillery and 
camp equipage fell into the hands of the French; 
and two thousand of their troops were made pri¬ 
soners. Tbe duke of York retreated with liis 
army to Tournay. General Clayrfait crossed the 
Lys, and returned to the position he had before 
occupied on the heights of Thielt, whence he was 
enabled to mettaca . Courtrai, and to protect 
STprw. 


The 
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The French, under general Pichegru, were re-/ 
pulsed with great loss in an attempt to take 
Tnurnay by assault. Clay Wait having quitted the 
position he occupied, tlu* French general Souham 
marched towards Ypres, and gave hint battle. 
The Imperialists were, defeated, with the loss of 
their camp equipage, and Ypres capitulated soon 
after. West Flanders was thus open to the Re¬ 
publicans, but was not the scene where the de¬ 
cisive blows of the campaign were struck. 

When it was opened, the movements of the 
army, commanded by general Jourdan, did not ap¬ 
pear to have been concei ted with those of Piche- 
gru. After two indecisive actions near Arlon, ge¬ 
neral Beaulieu, who had been opposed to Jour¬ 
dan, pushed on to Charlorui, fte siege of which, 
he raised. The latter general, having left behind 
him strong garrisons, set out with an army of 
thirty thousand men, and, after a very rapid and 
difficult march, was met by the prince of Saxo 
Cobourg. Tw o actions were fought on the banks 
ol the. Sainhre, the result of the first of jul.ich 
obliged general Jourdhu to recross that riv^r aftmr 
having sustained a considerable loss. After the 
second, Charleroi was invested by the French, 
and surrendered on the 25th of June. Tlur mc« 
morable battle of Fleurus was fought on the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

The Austrian army was commanded by tha 
prince of Cobourg, tbe right being led by the 
prince of Orange, the left by general Beaulieu, 
and the centre by the prince of Lambesc. It 
had been reinforced by the garrisons of Valen- ■ 
ciennes, Landrccy, and Quesnoy, and was about 
ninety thousand strong. Jourdan’s army was 
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still superior in point of numbers, and had a very 
formidable and well-served train of artillery. The 
cavalry of the allies had, however, a manifest 
advantage over that of the French. 

General Jourdan attacked the enemy before 
day break, but his troops were thrice driven from 
before the trenches with great losses. After hav¬ 
ing continued their efforts for nine hours, the 
French retreated with order and regularity, 
Jourdan had, however, powerful resources in re¬ 
serve lor a fourth attack. At six in the evening 
he advanced with the flying artillery, and the 
troops that had not hitherto been engaged. He 
ordered a charge to be made throughout the whol* 
extent of the line^ It was executed with so much 
impetuosity, that the left wing of the allies was 
broken. The prince of Cobuurg ordered a re¬ 
treat, which was conducted with great ability. 
The second conquest of Belgium by the French 
was the result' of this battle. Valenciennes, 
Conde, Quesnoy, and Lamlrecies, capitulated, 
&fter ^ slight resistance in^de by the Austrian 
commandants. Luxembourg also surrendered to 
the French. 

A scarcity in Paris, in March 179'), was fol¬ 
lowed by several acts of just severity against the 
jacobins. Billaud Varennes anl Col lot d’Her- 
bois were transported to Guaiane, and seventeen 
other deputies imprisoned. The capital continued 
in an agitated state, until at length, on the 2Dth 
of May, the mob which had been collected in the 
suburb of St. Antoine, broke out in open insur¬ 
rection, and repaired to the convention, to de¬ 
mand bread and the constitution of 1793. They 
murdered one of the representatives, Feraud, and 
4 look 
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took possession of the hall, where they formed 
themselves into a national assembly, and enacted 
several jacobinical aitfl revolutionary measures. 
They were, however, subdued, and tbeiv leaders 
brought to condign punishment. 

On the 15th of July the emigrants were de¬ 
feated after an unsuccessful attempt to gain a 
footing at Quiberon. They had obtained pos¬ 
session of a fort, from which they were driven by 
the republican troops. Many of the royalists af¬ 
fected their escape; but* the gallant count de 
Sombreuil perished at the head of many others. 
Tallien presided at their execution. 

A peace was signed with Spain in the month of 
July, from which lime nothing particular oc¬ 
curred until the 5th n! October, uben an attack 
was made on the convention by the jacobins. A 
desperate contest ensued, which lasted for scvrral 
hours, until at length the rebels were mastered 
by Barras, who had the command of the armed 
force of Paris. , • 

On the 26’th of the above month the conven¬ 
tion was dissolved, and replaccd»by five dirgptors,/ 
with a council of live hundred, and a council of 
elde.rs. The following arc the names of the mem¬ 
bers who com|>osed t(je directory : Barras, Rew- 
bcll, llcvellicrc-Lepaux, Lctourneur, and Carnot. 

Treaties of peace had been signed in the spring 
of the above year, between France on the one 
band, and Prussia and Tuscany on the other, 
Sweden and Lhe electorate of Hanover followed 
the example of the above power*. The French 
were thus enabled to make more powerful effort* 
in Germany, where they had two strong armies. 
They took Dusseldorf by assault, and laid siege to 
Menu. Berg and Manheim won after fell into 
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their hands. General Pichegru being, however, 
Unable to second the efforts of Jonrdan, the siege 
of Mentz was raised ; and the latter of these gene¬ 
rals forced to cross the Rhine. Manheim fell 
into the hands of the Imperialists, and an armistice 
of three months was agreed on between the con¬ 
tending generals. 

In Italy the hostilities were renewed very late 
in the season. The battles of Loano and Garesio 
were unfavourable to the French, who, after a 
loss of eight thousand $ien jjj killed and prison¬ 
ers, were forced to retreat towards Savona. H ow- 
jever, tire Imperial general De Vins being unable 
to obtain possession of the fortress of Savona, 
on account of the refusal of the Genoese to allow 
him a passage through their territory, was forced 
to retreat, and to allow the French to possess 
themselves of several fortified places, as well as 
of the magazines he had collected. 

In the Wesf Indies the events of the war were, 
in 17favourable to France. During the pre¬ 
ceding campaign, Guadaloupe, and Port-au- 
PrimSi, in St. Domingo, hud fallen into the hands 
of the English. The former place was afterwards 
taken possession of by Victor Hughes, who fo¬ 
mented an insurrection in\mc of the British co¬ 
lonies, Grenada. He likewise succeeded in re¬ 
capturing the island of St. Lucie, which had 
been wrested from the French. 

A treaty of alliance having been entered into 
in the summer of the above year, between Francp 
land Holland, Great Britain declared war against 
the latter nation, and planned an attack cm its 
settlements. An expedition was accordingly sent 
.against the island of Ceylon.; .and forts Trincomaje 
stUhl Oosterberg, in that island, surrendered to the 

British 
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British arms. The capture of Manar and Malacca 
followed. In the month of September, the impor¬ 
tant 'settlement of tSe Cape of Good Hope fell 
into the hands of the English. 

In the Mediterranean the British admiral, Ho- 
4h«nr., captured two French ships of the line, 
notwithstanding the superiority, in point of num¬ 
bers, of the French squadron he attacked. Auor 
ther British admiral, Cornwallis, with only^ive 
ships of the line, and tjvo frigates, maintained a 
running fightinthcchanncl, against thirteen French 
ships of the line, and a considerable number of 
frigates. Such was the gallantry of his conduct, 
that he obliged the enemy, so superior to him in 
force, to tack, and give up the pursuit. Three 
French ships of the line were captured a few days 
after by admiral Lord Bridport. 

In the campaign of 1790 ', in Italy, the French 
troops were led by Bonaparte. The Imperial¬ 
ists, under general Beaulieu, attacked the im¬ 
portant post of Voltri, which they carried ; but 
were repulsed at Montenotte, where tw^ thou¬ 
sand of their troop# were made prisoners by the 
French. The battles of Milessimo and Dego 
were stall more fatjl to them. They lost fifteen 
thousand men in killed and prisoners, together 
with the greater part of their baggage and maga¬ 
zines. To retrieve his fallen reputation, the 
Austrian general, Beaulieu, carried the village 
of Dego by a sudden and intrepid charge ; buf 
was drives from thence by the superior fortune of 
Bonaparte. The Sardinian troops, commanded 
by' general Pfovero, having met with repeated 
defeats, the king of Sardinia was reduced to the 
necessity of concluded a very disadvantageous 
peace with the French. 

Tot.xotm. ee Bona* 
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Bonaparte having crossed the Po, defeated the 
Imperialists in two engagements, and forced the 
Italian states to sue for peace, The memorable 
battle of Lodi followed, and was won by the 
French after immense difficulties. In their at¬ 
tempt to cross the bridge, the greater part of 
their grenad iers were mowed down hy the 
cross fire of the Austrians; but they at length 
made their passage good. The brave but unfor¬ 
tunate Beaulieu, after (he discomfiture of his 
troops, threw himself into Mantua. That place 
was, after several actions of less moment, block¬ 
aded by the French. It would be needless to 
recount all their exploits and successes during 
the above campaign. We shall therefore confine 
ourselves to ihe general result, namely, that a re¬ 
volutionary spirit was disseminated throughout 
every part of Italy; and the Cispadane and 
Transpadane republics established on the ruins of 
the Austrian government in that territory. 

In Germany; the French arms were not equally 
successful, notwithstanding they obtained some 
idvanteges at the commencement of the cam¬ 
paign. Generals Moreau and Jourdan having 
crossed tha Bhine, the Imperialists were over¬ 
powered in three different astious, the result of 
which enabled Moreau to take possession of 
Frankfort, and to over-run with his troops the 
whole of Franconia. Having afterwards entered 
Stuttgard and Munich, and formed a junction 
with Jourdan's army, the French troops pene¬ 
trated into the centre of Germany. They were 
impeded in their progress by the Archduke 
Charles, who had received considerable supplies 
of men and artillery, and who brought to action 
the army of Jourdan in the vicinity of Tcming. 
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The victory obtainedthe Imperialists on that 
occasion was followed by another near Wurtz- 
hourg; and Jourdan was forced to retreat to¬ 
wards Dusscldorf, with the scattered remnants of 
Lis army. 

The celehrated retreat of Moreau followed 
these events, and was conducted in a masterly 
stile, which confers more credit on him than he 
would have acquired by ^repeated victories. He 
gained several in his retrograde march ; but was 
so closely followed up by the gallant Archduke, 
that at the close of the campaign the French 
possessed but one post 011 the right bank of the 
Rhine. 

In the course of the above year, the Dutch 
settlements of Demerara, Issequibo, and Berbice, 
were taken possession of by Great Britain. The 
French island of St. Lucie was surrendered to 
that power in the month of May ;*and soon after 
those oT St. Vincent and Grenada fell into the 
lame hands. • j • 

The Dutch made aft ineffectual attempt to cap¬ 
ture the Cape of Good Hope, and for this purpose 
sent out a squadron 0 / two sail of the line, a ship 
of fifty-four guns, another of forty-four, and four 
other vessels of inferior force. This fleet anchor¬ 
ed in Saldannah bay, where it surrendered, with¬ 
out any opposition, to the British fleet, command¬ 
ed by admiral Sir George Keith Elphinstone. The 
Capture of fort* Negombo and Columbo, soon 
after put the English in possession of all the 
Dutch portion of the 'island of Ceylon. ...iThe 
Dutch possessions of A in boy ua and Banda likewise 
•urrendered to Great Britain. 

Sir Gilbert Elliott, the viceroy of Corsica, per- 
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cciving that the greater part of the Italian porti 
were shut against Great Britain, the commerce 
of which necessarily suffered in. proportion, pro¬ 
jected an attack against the island of Elba, The 
town of Porto Ferrajo surrendered by capitula¬ 
tion in the month of July ; and the whole of the 
island passed under the domination of Great 
Britain. 

In the month of October the island of Corsica 
was evacuated by the Bati.sh forces, who had not 
only to contend against a French detachment of 
troops sent from Leghorn, but against the natives, 
who were resolved on being again united with 
France. 

An expedition under general Hoche sailed for 
Ireland rntwo divisions, one of which was obliged, 
by stress of weather, to return to Rochelle, with 
the loss of one of the ships, tht Sccvola, which 
foundered. The second division, consisting of 
eight two-deckbrs, reached Bantry Bay, where it 
remained for three days, but was at length drivea 
bff thh*co°KJ. of Ileland in t a gale of wind. B j 
this disastrous expedition, the French lost no less 
than three ships of the line, and three frigates, 
without the smallest prospect of• effecting the 
purpose on which they were bent, that of effect¬ 
ing a disunion betweenGreat Britain and Ireland. 

In the Italian campaign of 1797, the Imperial¬ 
ists were the first to attack, hut were defeated 
on the heights of San Marco, and at Rivoli, 
where four thousand of them were obliged to lay 
dam their arms. These events were followed 
by-^fe surrender of the Austrian detachment 
commanded by general Provera. This disaster 
led to tlie entire defeat of the army commanded 

■be 
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by the Imperial general Alvinzi. The city of 
Mantua, after a lonjund obstinate siege, full into 
the hands of the French, who carried the war into 
the papal territory, which was speedily subju¬ 
gated. By the treaty of 'I'olentino, which follow¬ 
ed, Pope Pius VI. renounced all claim to Avig¬ 
non and the county Venaissin, relinquished the 
legations of Bologna, Ferrara, and Romagna, and 
surrendered, besides, the statues and pictures, the 
possession of which had given so high a cele¬ 
brity to Rome. 

The archduke Charles having been appointed 
to the chief command, the Austrians again toojt 
the field ; but retreated as soon as the French 
troops were put in motion. The latter crossed 
the Tagliemento, and brought the enemy to ac¬ 
tion at Cainin. The battle terminated in the de¬ 
feat of the Imperialists, who fled, and left behind 
them a portion of their baggage and artillery. 
In the interim, the French geneitl, Joubert, ob¬ 
tained two victories over the Austrians, and se¬ 
cured their immense < magazin« at The 

C&pfure of Gradisca, by general Bernadotte, 
rendered the French masters of all the Austrian 
possessions from the Alps to the sea. The Aus¬ 
trians were again defeated at Tarvis, and made 
overtures of peace, which were followed by a 
suspension of arms for nine days. The treaty of 
Leoben followed, by which it was stipulated, that 
the Emperor should renounce, in perpetuity, his 
right to the Austrian Netherlands, and should 
acknowledge the Cisalpine republic. It was set¬ 
tled that the Rhine, the common boundary be¬ 
tween the two nations, should be freely navigated 
by the French. 

K £: 3' Tfc. 
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Tlie campaign in Germany was successfully 
pi'osecuted by tbe French, ujitil the news arrived 
of the ■treaty of Lcoben, which produced a sus¬ 
pension of arms between the respective com¬ 
manders. 

The republic of Venice having been hostile (a 
the French, General Augereau, at the head of on 
army of twenty-five thousand republicans, took 
possession of the city of Venice, and seized out 
the forts and arsenal. Ijy the treaty of Canipti 
Furmio, signed by the Kuiperur and the French, 
republic iu the month of October following, that 
city, with its cimtineiUal possessions, together 
with the islands of istria and Dalmatia, ami the. 
Adriatic isles, fell to the lot of Austria ; while 
the French reserved to themselves the islands of 
Corfu, idante, Cephalunia, St. Maine, Congo, 
and a part of Albania. 

The British admiral Sir John Jervis, whg had 
for some time bloekaderl Cadiz with fifteen ships 
of the line, brought-to action off Cape St. Vin¬ 
cent a i^iaoish fieri; of twenty-seven ships of lire 
line, commanded by admiral don Joseph dc Cor¬ 
dova, anil,‘with so very inferior a force, obtained 
a most brilliant victory, frortj which resulted the 
capture ul two Spanish ships of a hundred and 
twelve guns each, and two others of eighty -I'cllt 
guns. 

The Dutch fleet under admiral dc Winter 
having put to sea from the Tex el, was encoun¬ 
tered by the British admiral Duncan, on the lltli 
of October, off Camperdown. The British fleet 
was comprised of seven ships of seventy-four guo« 
each, of seven of sixty-four guns, and of one 
fifty gun ship. The Dutch fleet consisted of. four 
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ships of seventy-four guns, five of sixty-eight 
guns; txvo of sixty-four; two of fifty-six; two 
of iifty-four; and two'of forty four; besides eight 
frigates and smaller vessels. The Dutch admiral 
was opposed to the British admiral’s ship, and 
fought with great gallantry for upwards of two 
ln>urs. He was well supported by a part of his 
tleet, but deserted, in the midst of the conflict, 
by rear admiral Storey, wbo commanded the cen¬ 
tre. His ship, the Vryhcid, struck to admiral 
Duncan ; that of thr DiAcb vice-admiral, to the 
English, admiral Onslow; and, besides these, two 
flag ships; three others of sixty-eight guns; two 
of sixty-four ; two of filtv-six ; anil two uthers of 
an inferior force, fell into the hands of the Bri¬ 
tish commander. 

In the monthsof June and July Cadiz was twice 
bombarded by a British squadron commanded by 
rear-admiral Nelson, This operation had a con¬ 
siderable effect on the city, and l^as also calcu¬ 
lated to annoy the shipping; but did not lead to 
any decisive result. , J , 

Several expeditions»were unclcrtaWii by Great 
Britain against the colonies of France and Spain. 
The island of TrinidjpJ, belonging to the latter 
fiower, capitulated in the month of February, 
and has since been in possession of the English. 
The attempts against Porto Rico aud Teneriffe 
failed of success. 

The English ministry made another attempt to 
negociate, and for that purpose Lord Malmsbury 
was again appointed ambassador. As this mea¬ 
sure was not attended by the wished for result, a 
declaration was published by his Britannic ma¬ 
jesty, in which the obstacle* constantly opposed 
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by the government of France to a reconciiiatio* 
Were energetically pointed qut. 

The plan of the conquest of St. Domingo was 
abandoned by the British, in consequence of the 
impracticability of throwing in sufficient supplies 
of men to combat, not only the French troops on 
that island, but also the numerous bodies of ne¬ 
groes who had taken up arms, and were led on 
by their gallant countryman, Tonssaint Louver- 
ture. « 

The congress of Rastadt assembled on the 1st 
of January 17£)8, to settle the disputes between 
France and the Germanic empire. While the dis¬ 
cussions were spun out to an immoderate length, 
an event occurred in Italy which endangered the 
safety and very existence of the See of Rome. 
Joseph Bonaparte, the French ambassador in tlse 
Papal capital, had long fomented disturbances 
'among the populace, who at length becaftic so 
mutinous and rebellious to the government, that 
the i?apa! troops were ordered to net against 
them, vihey were assembled in great numbers in 
front of the palace of the French ambassador; 
and in a struggle between them and the military, 
a French general, Duphort.was slain. On this 
pretext general Berthier invaded the Roman ter¬ 
ritory, which he entered with a formidable army. 
The castle of St. Angelo, in which the pope and 
the majority of the cardinals had sought shelter, 
surrendered on the first summon; and the tree 
of liberty was planted by the populace in front of 
the capital. The Roman republic having Inea 
proclaimed, the French general Berthier made 
his public entry into the city. 

The Egyptian expedition having Irccn planned 

by 
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tj Bonaparte, with the consent of the French 
directory, the armamiyit sailed from Toulon on 
the 20th of May, 17.98. Nearly forty thousand 
veteran troops had been embarked, together with 
an immense quantity of ammunition and military 
stores. The first enterprise was an attack upon 
the island of Malta, which surrendered on the 
12th of June, after a feeble opposition. It was 
indeed rather won by treachery, than by force. 
On the 30th of the abov% month the French fleet 
anchored off Alexandria. The troops having 
been landed, that place was carried by a siege, 
with but a trifling loss on the part of the French. 
After several actions, in which the Mamelukea 
and their followers were constantly defeated, Bo¬ 
naparte made his entry into Grand Cairo, which 
opened its gates. 

The naval action of ABoukir, so glorious to 
the r.itish arms, was fought on the 1st of August 
of the above year. Admiral Brtlix, who com- , 
manded the fleet employed to convoy the Efench 
troops to Egypt, lay at anchorsoff^boulyf, wittf 
thirteen ships of the fine, and four frigates. The 
fleet commanded by the British admiral, Sir 
Horatio Nelson, coii^fsted also of thirteen ship* 
of the line, and a ship of fifty guns. The su¬ 
periority in point of metal was on the side of th«i 
French, they having one ship of a hundred and 
twenty guns, and three of eighty, while all the 
Britiwi line of battle ships were of seventy-four 
guns each. Notwithstanding the French fleet 
was anchored as near the shoals as possible, the 
British admiral, by a bold manoeuvre, brought 
his ships, with the exception of one which got 
aground, between the enemy’s vessels and the land. 
- . Tile 



FRANCE. 


346 

The action commenced at sun-set, and was fought 
With unabating’ fury untit nine in the evening, 
when the Orient of a hundred and twenty guns, 
-commanded by the French admiral Bruix,- caught 
fire, and blew up with a terrible explosion. The 
Action was not suspended until noon of the suc¬ 
ceeding day, when the victory was completely La 
favour of the British, who captured two ships of 
eighty guns, and seven seventy-four gun ships. 
Another French ship £>f seventy-four guns was 
burned. Thus terminated the ever-jnemorable 
battle of Aboukir! 

It was followed by a Hew confederacy against 
Franee, on which, and the subsequent operations, 
it had a marked influence. 

The Turks declared war against the Frefcdi 
republic in the month of September; and the 
emperor of Russia, with the same view, made 
formidable preparations both by sea and laud. 
•The Neapolitan troops entered the Papal territory 
in NtWmber, to attack the French; but weredefcat- 
4d at Civita Cvsteliana by the republican general 
Rampionet, who forced them to evacuate Rente, 
•of which they hau taken possession. The king of 
Sardinia, by whom the confederacy had been 
|oined, was reduced to the humiliating necessity of 
abdicating his throne, on which condition alone 
he could avoid being sent prisoner into France. 

A formidable rebellion having broken out la 
Ireland, the French general Humbert landed ia 
Kilhtla bay, distant from Dublin about a hundred 
and twenty miles, at the head of about nine hun¬ 
dred men. Notwithstanding the allurements held 
out to them by the new doctrine of liberty and 
equality, he could prevail on but few of the pea-_ 

saatry 
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santey to join bis standard. With the feeble 
jeiuforcements be could collect, he marched to 
Castlebar, where he obtained an advantage over 
the troops sent to oppose his progress. He nos* 
advanced towards Tuam r but was met at Ballina.- 
muck by a column of British troops commanded 
by lieutenant-colonel Crawford. After a short 
hut spirited contest, his detachment surrendered 
themselves prisoners of war. The rebellion was 
shortly after subdued. 

An expedition having been planned by Great 
Britain for the destruction nf the canal of Bruges, 
major-general Cootc was charged with this enter¬ 
prise, and effected a landing near Ostend. He 
succeeded in burning several boats, and destroying 
the sluice gates; but the troops under his com¬ 
mand having, by stress of weather, been prevented 
from re-embarking, were forced to yield to the 
superior numbers of the French who had been 
collected, and were made prisoners. The British 
expedition against Minorca was more successful. 
General Stuart, with a small force of eight jqub- 
dred men, obtained possession*^ that island, 
which contained a triple forc/of Spaniards, 
Another French expcdijjerrnf'anEt Ireland, was 
intercepted; and the Hoche of .eighty guns cap¬ 
tured by a British squadron. 
s' At the commencement of 1799 the French took 
possession of Naples, which was declared a repub¬ 
lic ; and about the same time a revolution mas 
effected in the little republic of Lucca, which 
abolished the aristocracy, and assumed a popular 
forat of government. In Germany the campaign 

was opened by the defeat of the French general 
JouijLuw A treaty having been entered into 
> between 
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between Great Britain and Russia, the troops of 
the latter nation took the field. The dissolution 
of the congress of Rastatlt was marked by the 
assassination of two of the French ministers. A. 
stiangemystery still hangs over that event. 

In their progress in Italy the French made them¬ 
selves masters of Tuscany ; but were checked in 
their career by the Imperialists, who obtained an 
advantage over them in two actions at Verona. 
The Russian general, Suwarrow, was so successful 
in his operations, that *the allies were enabled to 
enter Milam The French now evacuated the 
Roman and Neapolitan territories. The disaster* 
which had befallen thpir generals Moreau and 
M‘Donald, brought about a counter revolution 
in Tuscany, which abolished its democratic form 
of government. Modena was captured by the 
French, who were attacked and defeated by the 
allies in three actions on the banks of thoTrebbia. 


Inconsequence of these defeats Turin and Bologna 
fellrinto the hands of the allies. The surrender 
of tile Freuch garrisons of Alexandria and Mantua 
foUqwed. - 6 <• 

M jErL (M monti • of August Holland waa invaded 
f&miARgl 0 -RilssianTu.gv. The first expedition 
svrtdtMffccr was commanded by the gallant Abrir- 
was no sooner landed than the 
ed the Helder. Nine ships of war, 
imen, lying at anchor, surrendered 
idmiral Mitchell. The British and 
, who had penetrated into theeoun- 
Led a few days after by the combined 
nee and Holland, whom they re¬ 
puted, second expedition, commanded by 
Eli* wjhU highness the duka of York,- reached 
i .. Holland 
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HolkMd about the middle of September, After 
several actions which were fought with doubtful 
success, the country t>eing found to be no longer 
tenable, and the invading army having been dis¬ 
appointed in its expectations of being joined by 
the majority of the Dutch, a negotiation Was en¬ 
tered into with the French general Brune, in con¬ 
sequence of which the combined English and 
Russian army evacuated the Batavian territory. 

Bonaparte, who, after the subjugation of Egypt, 
had penetrated into Syria, was checked in his 
victorious career by the memorable defence of St.. 
Jean d’Acre, to which he laid siege. His failure 
on this occasion was chiefly aseribable to the 
support afforded to the besieged by Sir Sydney 
Smith, and to the intrepidity of a few British 
who had been landed from the fleet. The return 
of Bonaparte to France soon followed this mis¬ 
carriage. Before we speak of the revolution he 
effected there, it will be necessary to touch on the. 
Operations of the British in different qutjtersR 
The capture of Seringapatam, in the East-lnaiesf^ 
was followed by the surrender ofj/fte Dutch settle¬ 
ment of Surinam, n liirh iru trrhirn d without a 
■ingle gun being firrtrln several naval actions 
Great Britain still manifested her superiority on 
the ocean. 

The conduct of the directorial government of 
France had been marked from its earliest esta¬ 
blishment by a system of rapine, and fraud which 
had brought France to the eve of a civil war. 
The forced loan, and the iniquitous law which 
seized on the persons, and confiscated the property 
of the relations of emigrants, had completed the 
wretchedness of the subjugated French, when- a 
- 9gjl. xzan u h sudde» 
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sudden revolution effected by Bonaparte on the 
pth of November, 1799, overturned the directory, 
and set up the consular go\fernment, at the head 
of which the above general was placed. His first 
measure was an ineffectual attempt to treat with 
Great Britain. In the pacification of la Vendee 
he was more successful. Relatively to Egypt, the 
treaty of El Arisch, by which the French con¬ 
sented to evacuate that country, was not acceded 
to by the British ministry. « 

The difficult passage of the French army of 
reserve, commanded by the first consul Bonaparte, 
over the mountain St. Bernard, was followed by 
the entry of the French into Milan, and by the 
re-establishment of the Cisalpine republic. This 
event leads us to the memorable battle of Marengo, 
which procured a peace to the European conti¬ 
nent. The Austrian general Melas had disputed 
the field against the French with a most obstinate 
courage, and h<ad thrice forced them to fall back 
iind ivtreat, when general Pesaix came up and 
(ileckica the battlq in favour of the republicans. 
This valorous ofScer was slain. By the armistice 
in Italy, which w-soymcluded two days alter, a 
considerable number ur[3 k-. esses were delivered 
up to tbe French. The definitive treaty of peace 
pctweenAustria and France was concluded on the 
pth of February, 1801. 

In the month of May, 1800, Genoa was bom¬ 
barded by a British fleet. The fort and island 
of Gorce surrendered about the same time to a 
small British squadron ; and in the month of 
September the island qf Malta passed under the 
domination of Great Britain. Two expeditions to 
the coast of Spain, one against Ferrol, the other 
against Cadiz, unsuccessfully. . _ 

A 
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A convention for an armed neutrality, directed 
against Great Britain, was entered into by Russia 
and Sw eden ; and afterwards acceded to by Prussia 
and Denmark. In return an embargo was laid 
at the close of the month of January 1B01, on 
all Russian, Danish, and Swedish ships- in the 
ports of Great Britain. To exclude the British 
vessels from the navigation of the Elbe, the Danes 
resorted to the measure of the temporary pos¬ 
session of Hamburgh, at the same time that the 
Prussians seized on Hanover. These hostile pro¬ 
ceedings gave rise to the battle off Copenhagen, 
in which the British Admiral Lord Nelson made 
a vigorous attack on the Danish line of defence. 
The action was continued with unabated severity 
for four hours, until at length the British admi¬ 
ral, to spare the further effusion of blood, pro¬ 
posed an armistice, which was acceded to by the 
Danes. The Swedes next seceded from the 
northern alliance ; and shortly ajfer a convention 
was signed between Great Britain and Rusjfa. A 

War was proclaimed by Spijjin agaihst Portugal 
in the month of February 1801 yandin the monfn 
of April following, a .Spa^ialy arinv r headed by 
the prince of pcacgp^iifvaned the Portuguese ter¬ 
ritory. By the treaty of peace!? which followed 
between the tdrtff'powers in June,.Spain obtained 
the province of Oliv'enza. Portugal shortly after 
made her peace with France. Her example vu 
followed by the king of Naples. ’ 

The British expedition against Egypt reached 
its destination at the commencement of March ; 
and a part of the reserve, commanded by major- 
general Moore, landed on the 8th of that month. 
The whol* of the. army having been afterwards 
U k 2 landed 
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landed, moved forward on the 12th ; and on the 
following day the French were brought to action, 
and forced to retreat. The castle of Aboukir 
surrendered to the British on the 18th; and on 
the 21st was fought the ever-meinorable "battle 
which gave a new lustre to the British arms. Our 
circumscribed limits will not allow us to enter 
into the details of this action, which terminated 
in the defeat and discomfiture of the French. The 
gallant veteran Sir Ralph Abercrombie, com¬ 
mander in chief of the British forces, fell. The 
loss of the French has been calculated at three 
thousand men, with many of their principal offi¬ 
cers. That of the British amounted to about 
thirteen hundred, in killed, wounded, and miss¬ 
ing. The capture of several inferior posts was 
followed by the surrender of the cities of Cairo 
and Alexandria to the latter ; and these successes 
led to the evacuation of Egypt by the French. 

The above event, and the successes of Great 
'Kritaji; in the naval campaign of 1801, led to the 
pegociations for peace between that power and 
France. By the infinitive treaty of Amiens, which 
was signed on theYi7-tt_'>f March 1802, Great 
Britain ceded all the possessions and colonies she 
had acquired during the war, with the exception 
of the Spanish island of Trinidad, and the Dutch 
possessions ill Ceylon. The result of the aggran¬ 
disement of France, and of the immoderate ambi¬ 
tion which sways those by whom she is at present 
governed, it will be the task of future historians 
to describe. 
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T HE Navurri, or inhabitants of Navarre, are 
a paople of considerable antiquity, but the 
origin of their name is lost in doubt and obscu¬ 
rity. Navarre lies between Gascony, Bigorre, 
Arragon, Castile, and Biscay, and comprehends 
the Pyrenees within its boundaries. . Enjoying 
an excellent climate and a salubrious air, it pro,*, 
duces a sufficiency of com for the subsistence of - 
its inhabitants, some choice fruits, and delicious • 
wine. The rivers, though not large, furnish ef& 
cellent fish, and the mountains are covered witlt^ 
beautiful woods, which shelter abundance ciiJ 
game. # ^ j’ 

The inhabitants arc characterised as a manors; 
well-proportioned, and valiant race, jealous i 
their privileges, and anyohed to. their ancir 
customs. Often has their blood flowed in' i 
pell in g the aggression of their neighbours, 
in settling intestine broils. Against the 
they long exerted themselves with inttejT 
lution ; and their conflicts with that 
people first taught them, it seems, tojpobr 
something like a regular government ror,the. : ] 
neral protection. ' a 

About the year 758 of the ChristifatJB^s 
a pious hermit, named John, who havfe^f l 
from the world with four disciples, 
sot. i mi. a 
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chapel in honour of Sc. John the Baptist, on a 
mountain near the city of Jacca. The fame of 
his sanctity being widely spread, his funeral ob¬ 
sequies were graced with a numerous assem¬ 
blage of the people, among whom were no fewer 
than six hundred gentlemen. Whether they re¬ 
sorted thither through religious zeal, or whether 
the meeting was concerted by some who foresaw 
that a popular assembly might be easily cnnvert- 
,ed to forward their own views, is unknown ; 
but certain it is, that the chief men of the coun¬ 
try, taking this opportunity to descant on their 
common sufferings, from the rage.and cruelty 
of the Moors, and to point out the glory and 
happiness that would arise from throwing off 
their yoke, the Navarri by one consent, elected 
a gentleman named dop Garcia Ximenes, of 
j-j the ancient blood of Spain, to be their 
' chief; who, eager to prove himself wor- 
1 ‘ ' thy of their partiality, led them against 
•the Saracen infidels, and defeating them on se- 
’rreraf occasions, wrested Ainsa from their hands. 

. 3n die'demise of this prince, his son don 
Garcia Ini gas obtained the sceptre, which lie 
swayed with vigour.and prudence. He extend- 
ed-his territories as far as Biscay, received ho¬ 
mage from the court of Arragon, and at his 
death left his dominions to his son don Fortunn 
, p Garcia, who has been highly celebrated 
802." ^oth for his valour and his virtues. He 
was present in the famous battle of 
RmicevauXj in which Charlemagne was defeat¬ 
ed, and in which his brother-in-law Aznar count 
of Arragpp lost his life. Don Fortuq^ is said 
lotwwr been at last slain in a battle which he 
fought with the Moor*, and to have been suc¬ 
ceeded 



nAvarre. . 355 

«eeded by his son don Ximenes Garcia, in 
whom the original line became extinct, and aa 
interregnum ensued, Siuring which that famous 
code, entitled “ The Laws of Sobrarva” was 
formed. 

Charlemagne having finally made great pro-- 
gress on the side of Spain, according to the cus¬ 
tom of ihe times, appointed counts in all the 
considerable places which he had reduced; but 
one of them, named Aznar, having revolted from 
his descendant Pepin king of Aquitaine, seized 
on the almost impenetrable mountains which 
form the frontier of Spain towards France ; 
and at last entering into a compro-^ ^ 
misg with his sovereign, died in his 
cause. 

Count Sancho, the brother of the deceased, 
with a nominal subjection to die heirs of Char¬ 
lemagne, extended his territories in such a 
manner as to unite part of Arragon and Na-, 
varre to Sobrarva ; but the precise limits off his 
government or the place of his resid»ne»-haj[e 
not been recorded. He appeafs to have been a', 
prince of some abilities, but at the time of his 
death, his principality was in the utmost dys- 
ger of being overwhelmed by the power of 
Charles the Bold. 

Don Garcia Sanchez succeeded his father in 
the flower of his age, and at a time when his 
reputation for courage and conduct was ^ » 

fully established. Observing that the 
Moors were too much embarrassed to 
interrupt him, he devoted his time and attention 
to secure and to adorn his kingdom. With this 
iView, he erected several fortiheations, repaired 
fame towns, and built others; and extending 
►: ./ i i 2 hi 
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his dominions rather by wisdom than force, ar-> 
lived at a good old age, with the love and es- 
te%n of his people. f 

•|His son, don Sancho Abarca, possessed abi- 
lilSfes equal to his rank and to that conjuncture 
of affairs when he was raised to the throne. 
Soon after his accession, the Moors invaded 
some of the neighbouring provinces, and the 
.king of Navarre, perceiving that he was indi¬ 
rectly attacked, entered into their defence with 
animation, and defeated the aggressors with 
great slaughter. The war, however, continued 
for many years under Almanqor, vizier to the 
king of Cordova, who was a most inveterate 
enemy to the Christian name, and who, after 
exercising the most barbarous cruelties on the 
people of Castile, Leon, and Catalonia, advanc¬ 
ed against Tampeluna, the capital of Navarre. 
From the excellent dispositions the king had 
.made, here the infidels met with the first deci¬ 
sive!, check; and were finally obliged to retire 
' wijhirsjheir former bounds. The Christian prin- 
• .fces, henceforth,'sensible qf the advantages of 
unanimity against the common foe, generally 
tirade a common cause, which gradually tended 
to the downfall of the Moorish power in Spain. 

* After reigning twenty-four years, this Chris- 
j-j tian defender sunk into the grave, and 
nni " was succeeded by his son don Garcia 
Sanchez III. sumamed “ the Quaker,” 
from a violent shaking with which he is said to 
have been seized before the commencement of 
an action. This, however, appears to have been 
purely a nervous affection, arising from a hurry 
of spirits, for no. man was less susceptible of 
fear whenever the engagement grew warm. j n 

conjunction 
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conjunction with his allies, he gave the Moor* 
under Almanfor several signal overthrows; and 
by raising the courage of the Christians, abated 
the fierce and fiery spirits of their enemies. 

But whatever praise may be due to this princfl 
as » warrior and a politician, historians are much 
divided in regard to his general temper and 
conduct as a governor. It seems, however, that 
he was liberal to excess, and that, smitten with 
the religious zeal of his time, he founded several 
abbies. He entrusted fhe education of his son 
don Sancho to an abbot of the monastery of St, 
Salvador, who took care to infuse into his pupil, 
not only principles of religion, but maxims of 
good sense and honour, which he afterwards 
successfully applied as a king, and which gained 
him the appellation of “ the Great.” 

He began his reign by entering into a ^ j) 
close alliance with the house of Castile, jqoi* 
which contributed not a little to his in- * 

terest and his glory. He next ^vept^fhe yallieU 
of Sobrarva and Ribago^a of the ipj idels. in 
which enterprises hp met with the most zeal&ui 
assistance from the aboriginal inhabitants. 

Having thus secured Jiis dominions from ej- 
ternal foes, he set'about regulating their ififer- 
nal concerns. He began with reforming the 
monks, or rather the professors of religion in 
general; and by introducing some pious and 
learned men from other countries, he added the 
force of their example to the influence of hit 
own endeavours. ,i 

■ By the murder of the last heir male of the 
house of Castile, he became legally entitled to 
that fine country, in right of his wife, of which 
he accordingly took possession^ and regulated 
i i 3 Ui 
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its monasteries on the same principle he had 
done those of his hereditary dominions. 

•» Being now advanced in years, he was desi¬ 
rous of seeing the four princes, his sons, esta¬ 
blished in his life-time; and to effectuate this 
design so near his heart, he pursued a plan, 
■which, though justice warranted, policy revolts 
from, and wisdom disclaims. Those accessions 
■which he had made to his kingdom, he frittered 
q down again, by dividing them into equal 


1034. 


j' his heirs ; and thus in- 
toting their happiness he 
of the most deadly feuds 
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1076. 


portions am£ 
stead of pj 
laid the foundation 
among them. 

In consequence of their father’s impolicy, don 
Garcia of Navarre perished in a battle against 
don Ferdinand of Castile, his brother ; and don 
Sancho IV. son to don Garcia, was as¬ 
sassinated by don Raymond, his brother 
also. The king ot Castile, uncle to the 
sassasyn, joyfully availing himself of the troubles 
’whichfollowed this murder, dismembered Bis¬ 
cay from Navarrt.; and after a '■Afiety ,of jea¬ 
lous oppositions and sanguinaryiponflicts, don 
-Sancho V. succeeded in uniting Array on to 
."Navarre. This prince reigned with glory, about 
;tfae year 1100; but having last his children by 
‘.death at an age when they were capable of ri-, 
tting his tenderest affection, he fell a prey to 
rief and disease, and departed this life, after 
averning the kingdoms of Navarre and Arra- 
Jtpn fpr ten years. 

|p Don Alonzo, his brother, who acquired the 
iSepithet of Valiant, by the splendour of his vic- 
jj&orit's, gradually became one of the most power¬ 
ful Christian monarchs that ever reigned in 

Spain. 
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Spain. He united the kingdoms of Navarre, 
Arragon, Leon, and Castile under his sway, 
and it is said assumed the title of emperor. He 
was the first who carried the arms of the Chris¬ 
tians into the fertile plains of Andalusia ; nor 
was he less distinguished by his valorous acts 
on the side of France, where he took Bayonne. 

The fame of don Alonzo’s gallant exploits 
drew to his standard the most renowned knights 
from every country of Europe ; but obstinately 
persisting in the siege of I'raga, and giving bat¬ 
tle to a much superior army of Moors, he was 
totally defeated with the loss of many generous 
foreign cavaliers, and the flower of his own no¬ 
bility who lay on the field of action. The king 
himself, however, with some difficulty escaped 
to the monastery of St. .loan de la 
Tegna, where he is said to have died 
of grief, two days after. 

Leaving no male issue, he bequeathed both 
Lis kingdoms to the Knights Temjjiars,»witi? 
prodigious legacies to the church ; hnt L h is mi¬ 
nisters, too wise arn^ magnanimous to submlt'to 
such a disposition, as toon as they had recover¬ 
ed from the consternation into which revet A 
had thrown them, tonvened an assembly oFthe 
states, and elected don Pedro Atarez, of the 
house of Arragon, to be their king ; but several 
persons of great weight and authority objecting 
to this appointment, as the only means to pre¬ 
vent a civil war, it was found expedient to ele« 
vate te the throne don Garcia Ramirez, brother* 
to the deceased, at that time a mon)t, and -iff 
priest’s orders. This prince was then in th« 
flower of his age, and well qualified by nature 

and 
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and cultivation to support the dignity to which 

he was advanced. 

Scarcely, however, wai he seated on the 
throne, before he found several competitors, or 
r.vals, ready to dispute his title ; yet, vrith sin¬ 
gular address, he extricated himself out of his 
■difficulties, partly by the lenitives of negocia-; 
tion, and partly by force of arms. His reign 
indeed was a series of great and noble actions ; 
and after supporting and establishing the inde¬ 
pendency of his kingdom, he died in peace at 
Pampeluna, and was buried in the cathedral 
j-j church of that capital, equally lamented 
j by his subjects, and by the princes with 

whom he had formed alliances. 


About this period, the crusades was the epi¬ 
demic madness both of kings and their subjects j 
and Thibault had scarcely taken possession of 
his new kingdom before he set out on an expe¬ 
dition to the Holy Land. To this wild scheme 
ffie wks purhably induced, rather in consequence 
<pf?, ve»r~*nade by his father, than from the sug¬ 
gestions of his own reason. He risqued too 
iWch in abandoning his kingdom before he 
: SBuld consolidate his ipower, to make such an 
■Undertaking desirable to any man of sense; and 
Slothing but the blind devotion which at that 
time was paid to the see of Rome, could have 
protected his dominions during his absence, 
from the attacks of rivals and competitors. The 
papal anathemas, however, were sure to be ful¬ 
minated against those who were inclined to take 
any advantage of a man engaged in such re¬ 
united holy enterprises ; and to the dread of 
■these, Navarre owed its tranquillity, during the 
crusade in which its king was engaged. 

The 
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The conduct of Thibault fn the Holy Land 
was allowed on all hands to entitle him to praise. 
By his prudence, fye brought off a part of the 
infatuated thousands who had assumed the 
badge of the cross ; and at his return, be was 
received with gratulation by his subjects, by 
whom he was afterwards sincerely beloved. 

His predecessors had bounded their views of 
improvement by erecting fortresses, churches, 
and convents j but don Thibault was ambitious 
to introduce elegance *md magnificence, as well 
as utility. His admirable natural genius had 
been cultivated by an excellent education, and 
travel had enlarged his views, and meliorated 
his heart. Attentive to the duties of his station, 
at the time he seemed most to neglect them, he; 
brought with him from the east not only expe¬ 
rience, but a number of valuable fruits which 
he naturalized in. Navarre. These were some; 
of the advantages which attended the crusades 
in other countries as well as t^ii, and which^ju 
some measure compensated for th^Tiss df blood 
and treasure that were so p^ifuselyTJwpCnd^iyj 
the different ChrisLian powers. ■' .! 

Agriculture, in particular, found a zciSnus 
patron in Thibajdt, \Wiich hitherto his s^i^M6 
had practised so rudely, that the soil and cli¬ 
mate were unjustly blamed for what was in res* 
ality the effect of ignorance, nr want of applica-, 
tion. He also built some palaces which still re^ 
main no contemptible monuments of his taste g 
and formed by his example, the nobility began^ 
to assume a more polished character, which} 
soon rendered Navarre the most brilliant courtl 
in Spain. 1 

Excepting some unpleasant squabbles arising^ 

from 



362' v ^ NAVARRE, 

from priestly pride and ambition, which were 
abetted by the see of Rome, the reign of Thi- 
bault for many years presented a peaceful pic¬ 
ture of reciprocal ducy and allegiance, on which 
the pen of history dwells with pleasure. A 
known love of justice and an established repu¬ 
tation for bravery prevented the king of Na¬ 
varre from either giving or receiving any in¬ 
sult ; and he reached the age of fifty, with the 
love of his subjects and the esteem of his neigh¬ 
bours. He excelled, hirfiself, in music and poe¬ 
try; was attached to the sciences, and a protec¬ 
tor of literary men. 

Thibault was thrice married, but left no male 
issue, except by his last consort, Margaret, 
Slaughter to the count of Foix, by whom he 
had three sons. On his death-bed, he recom¬ 
mended his family to the protection of the king 
of Arragon, who accepted and performed the 
charge with-a fidelity, which reflects a lustre on 
hfs nayie., . 

a -q JJhibault II. was a minor at the time 
of his fathvr’s death,, and wishing to vi- 
jy ' sit his territories in France before he 
fijtd in Navarre, he proceeded into that coun- 
trjvfehere he ingratiated himielf with all ranks, 
by hrs affable and mild deportment. St. Lewis 
invited him to his court, and gave him his 
daughter Elizabeth in marriage, with a portion 
of ten thousand livres; no contemptible sum in 
those days, trifling as it may now appear. 

After a considerable stay in France, during 
which many important concerns were adjusted 
between him and his father-in-law, Thibault re¬ 
turned into Navarre, where he had the mortifi¬ 
cation to find that his nobles were become tur¬ 
bulent 
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bulent and dissatisfied, under a pretext that their 
privileges had been abridged in some of the pre¬ 
ceding reigns. The,powerful mediation, how¬ 
ever, of the pope, Urban IV. soon put an end 
to these jealousies and animosities; and in con¬ 
sequence of the death of his next brother Pedro, 
who had been constituted governor of Cham¬ 
pagne, the king of Navarre again found it ne¬ 
cessary to revisit France, when he appointed his 
younger and only surviving brother Henry to 
the same office. , 

About this time, St. Lewis of France having 
been instigated by the pope to assume the cross, 
he engaged in the same scheme his two sons-in- 
law, Thibault of Navarre and Edward prince of 
England. The regency of Navarre was now 
committed to Henry, governor of Champagne, 
who had just espoused Blanch, daughter of Ro¬ 
bert count of Artois; and queen Isabel obtained 
the latter government in his stead. 

A truce being concluded betweendje pivaF' 
powers, which it would have been deemed a 
species of sacrilege to break, vyid immense pit*." 
parations made for Jne supposed expulsion u£ 
the infidels from the Holy Land, the fleet aruk 
forces set sail, and io the chain of Thibault wPfft 
many lords of Champagne and Navarre. 

The behaviour of prince Henry, during the 
king’s absence, was firm and prudent, lie 
avoided every occasion of embroiling the people 
of Navarre with their neighbours, and pie- 
lerrir.g honesty to policy, let slip some favour¬ 
able opportunities of taking advantage of tbeiT 
necessities or misfortunes. 

Though Thibault of Navarre and his atten¬ 
dants made no doubt, when they embarked on 

their 
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their expedition, that they were destined for the 
Holy Land, they discovered, when it was too 
late to retract, that Lewis" had no intention of 
proceeding to Syria, but to the coast of Africa, 
with the design of besieging Tunis. Thither 
don Thibault accompanied him, and was present 
when he died of the plague, before he could ef¬ 
fect any one purpose of his expedition. Philip 
the Hardy, eldest son of Lewis, being then in 
the camp, wisely preferred the enjoyment of the 
kingdom of France to “the quixotic designs in 
which his lather had been engaged, and accord¬ 
ingly hg returned with his armament and com- 
panions to Sicily, where the king of Na- 
ldvn ' van " e immediately fell sick, ana depart- 
1Z7U ' ed this life. 

For sincere piety, sweetness of temper, and 
all the qualities that can render rank and power 
beloved, the character of Thibault stood very 
high in his own times, nor do we see the least 
reason tW etract from it now. His queen soon 
•followed-Lim to the tomb, without issue. 

Henry, surnariled the G'-oss or the Fat, who 
had been left regent, was proclaimed king of 
cMiejvarre at Pampelunn, soon after his brother’s 
death. He was a prince of great dignity, and 
supported the ills of life with a fortitude that 
did him honour. His only son was killed by a 
fall from his nurse’s arms, and fearing lest his 
family should be set aside, in case of his early 
demise, he procured the states to acknowledge 
his daughter Donna Joanna, an infant of two 
years old, to be heiress of the crown. Not long 
after, he is said to have entered into a treaty 
with Edward I. of England, to give this prin¬ 
cess, when she should arrive at marriagea'ble 

ace. 
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age, to one of his sons; but be that as it may, 
Henry did not live to see any of his expecta¬ 
tions realized. Most*writers agree that he was 
clroaked with fat; when he left his daughter 
sole heiress to his dominions, under the ^ p 
tutelage of her mother Blanch of Ar- 1974,' 
tois. ' ' 

Scarcely was Donna Joanna three years old 
when she became a queen; and her mother, sen¬ 
sible of the critical situation in which she stood, 
assembled the states of fhe kingdom in order to 
make choice of a proper person to assist her in 
the administration of affairs, when don Pedro 
Sanchez Montagu was appointed to this office. 
It was not long, however, before a party was 
formed against don Pedro; and the kings of 
Castile and Arragon, who had both views of ob¬ 
taining the young princess in marriage, being 
applied to on both sides, the queen-mother, in 
order to secure her own safety and that of her 
daughter, fled with her into Frarfce, ajd»era they 
were received with all the respect due Jq their 
dignity and distress.. ■ 

At this juncture, aon Alonso, sumamed tSe 
Wise, governed Castile, tytd that he might forjX 
a marriage which lie had much at heart,"be¬ 
tween the young queen of Navarre and one 01 
his grandsons, he marched into Navarre; but' 
finding its frontiers well guarded, he made little 
impression, and at last was obliged to retire. 
Meanwhile, the states of Navarre, with don Pe¬ 
dro at their head, inclined to the claims of the 
king of Arragon, who affected more modera¬ 
tion, and was willing to obtain by good will 
what the king of Castile attempted by fraud or 
force. 
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No sooner, hoVever, were the queen of Na- 
jwTc and her mother taken under the protec- 
tiiliP of Philip of France , f than that monarch 
projected a match between the former and his 
second son Philip, who in the sequel became his 
heir ; and thus all the estates and dominions of 
the queen both in France and Navarre became 
annexed to the French monarchy. 

Matters being thus settled, Eustace de Beau¬ 
marchais, seneschal of Thoulouse, was appoint¬ 
ed viceroy of Navarre, t and sent with a consi¬ 
derable army to take possession of that country. 
He speedily overran a great extent of the king¬ 
dom, and obtained possession of part of the city 
of Pampeluna, while don Garcia Almoravides 
held the other with his faction, in favour of 
Castile. Don Pedro, indignant at being super¬ 
seded, commanded a body of troops without; 
anil patching up an agreement with don Garcia, 
drove the French vicerdy and his army into the 
^castle, where they were besieged. 

■ News transaction arriving in France, 

the •kirtgVUneN, Robert count of Artois, was 
dispatched with ah army to the relief of the re¬ 
gent j and owing to the jealousy of his oppo- 
-ITNiys, rather than his p'ower or skill, succeeded 
in carrying his point. The city of Pampeluna 
flowed with the blood of its inhabitants ; and 
the French, who had been the occasion of the 
most horrible massacres, gained a considerable 
degree of credit, by checking the fury of their 
troops, and saving a remnant from extermina- 
‘ lion. 

!, The count of Artois having secured the ca¬ 
pital, followed up the blow, and speedily se- 
cuted the whole kingdom, except a few frontier 

towns 



NAVARRE. , 367 

towns which had been put into the hands either 
of the Castilians or Arragonese, by their respec¬ 
tive partisans. • 

The affairs of Navarre being at length com¬ 
posed, according to the wishes of the French 
court, Eustace Beaumarchais was left in the 
command of the army, as well as in the direc¬ 
tion of civil affairs. This nobleman acquitted 
himself so well, that he gradually reconciled the 
natives to his government and to an alliance. 
iAh France, which at'first they had regarded 
as the most signal of misfortunes. 

Donna Joanna, queen of Navarre, having now 
entered her fifteenth year, a marriage between 
her and prince Philip, afterwards sumamed la 
Bel, or the Fair, was solemnized, much to the 
satisfaction of all parties ; and this proved the 
first conjunction of Navarre with the ^ j-. 
kingdom of France, to which it now i 28 i 
stands united. 

The disputes between Philip the J 3 «rdy an d} 
Alonso the Wise, king of Castile^.frequently 
brought both kings, into the €eld ; but without 
either friendship or reconciliation, a truce 
generally patched up, vjiich lasted only tillyin, 
opportunity presented hself to eithef party of 
violating it to advantage. Still, however, there 
might be said to be peace and amity between 
the two nations, compared to that bloody war 
which existed between France and Arragon on 
account of the Sicilian vespers. 

Philip, now of Navarre, attended his father in 
his expedition into Catalonia, when he made' 
himself master of Geronne, a conquest equally 
fatal to both kings ; for don Pedro of Arragon 
fell a martyr to the fatigue he had undergone^ 
it it 2 and 
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and Philip the'Hardy expired of a disease at 
Perpignan, chiefly brought upon him from the 
same cause. These wars, however, were ex¬ 
tremely beneficial to Navarre, whose viceroys 
were left at liberty to pursue their plans of im¬ 
provement, and to draw advantage from the 
misfortunes of the neighbouring kingdoms. 

Philip the Fair carried on the war against Ar- 
ragon with vigour, but t monrised with Castile, 
till some intestine lends atising in that country, 
the viceroy of Navarre was instructed to de¬ 
mand a surrender oi all the towns and fortresses 
of which his government had been despoiled at 
an early period of its history. 'Plus being com¬ 
plied with, don Alonso de la Cerda was acknow¬ 
ledged king of Castile; who availing himself of 
the perplexities of Philip, refused to carry the 
stipulations into execution. Meanwhile donna 
Joanna died in the thirty-fourth year of her age, 
-pj leaving Lewis, Charles, and Philip, sue- 
- - cessively kings nl France, and Isabella, 

nVlirried to Edward II. of England, in 
'whose right Edward 111. her son, claimed the 
French crown. The mosCrnemorablt- action of 
,f)er life was building the college of Navarre at 
P&ris, which she liberllly endowed. 

On the demise of his mother, Lewis Hutin, 
that is the Quarrelsome, assumed the title of 
Icing of Navarre, being then fifteen )ears old. 
The states of that kingdom immediately sent a 
respectful deputation to the court of France, to 
request that their young king might be sent in¬ 
to his own dominions; but though the invita¬ 
tion appeared proper and reasonable, it was two 
years before it was complied with. He carried 
with Jjiru into Navarre, where he was solemnly 

crowned. 
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crowned, a considerable number of 
young noblemen and gentlemen, for 
whom he provided* and thus strength¬ 
ened the French interest in that country. 

Lewis protected his kingdom from all aggres-j 
sion, but appears to have been little esteemed. 4 ’ 
H is queen being found guilty of adultery, was, 
imprisoned, and afterwards strangled; and him-! 
self, after a short and troublesome reign over 
Fiance, as well as Navarre, died at 
the castle of Vincennes, as it is said, of 
poison. 

T>y his first queen he left a daughter, named 
Donna Joanna, who, as no salic law stood in op-i 
position to her claims, appears to have had a le— 
gitimate title in he queen of Navarre; but both'! 
Philip the Long and Charles the Fair, her un-j 
cles, assumed the power in prejudice to their! 
niece, who espoused Philip count of Evcreux. ■'] 

On the death ol king Charles, how- ^ j-j . 
ever, the states pi Navarre, takuijfaff"- * jgogfi 
vantage oi the confusion whim pervad- * - >*- 

tv the kingdom of- France, Trr.m the disputed, 
claims for empire, solemnly declared Donna .o-j 
anna IT. their queen, and appointed regents TO 
govern in her name They next sent to invite! 
their sovereign queen and her consort to Pam-gj 
pelur.a, where they were received with all pos-j 
sihle demonstrations of joy and respect. 

When these felicitations and transports, hov 
ever, were a little subsided, the states, alter prer 
facing their object by a detail of the irregula 
ties which had crept into the constitution of 1 
kingdom of Navarre, from the long absence < 
their sovereigns, presented a bill cl rights whidfl 
they requested the king and queen to swear lei 
h k 3 thej 
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the' observance of -before their inauguration- 
This being graciously acceded to, they were 
^ j-j solemnly crowned an the cathedral of 
Pampeluna, with the loud acclamations 
of their faithful subjects. 

Soon after, Philip III. king of Navarre, being 
invited to accompany his brother-in-law, of 
France, to the wars in Flanders, left his queen 
at Pampeluna ; and having signalized his bra¬ 
very, particularly at the famous battle of Cassel, 
be returned into his own dominions ; where he 
speedily discovered that from the overgrown 
power of Alonso of Castile, it was absolutely 
necessary to be on his guard. Meanwhile, till 
his kingdom could be put into a due state either 
of defence or annoyance, he judged it most pru¬ 
dent to temporize ; and after a iriendly explana¬ 
tion, all matters in dispute were amicably ad¬ 
justed, and a peace.concluded between the two 
rival powers 

t. It vasanpt lorig after this transaction, that the 
jj.ing and queen nf Navarre paid a visit to their 
dative country, France, leaving Henry de Solis 
jfts^ficerny in their absence. This person, to an 
'ordinate ambition jojned a turbulent spirit, 
. leaguing with Arragtm, made an uivprovok- 
incursion into the territories of Castile, where 
(temerity and indiscretion alone operated his 
feat. The court of France at this period, 
ling agitated ajtd distressed by the wars with 
England, was unwilling to sanction the aggues- 
lest it should have too much business on 
i hands ; and therefore interposing its good of- 
Ces* a new viceroy was sent to Navarre, and a 
ty was concluded on honourable tefras be- 
i that country and Castile. 


Hon 
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Don Pedro, now seated on the throne of Ar-j 
ragon, consummated the marriage wl 
been concluded sortie years before with the in¬ 
fanta Maria of Navarre ; and Philip III. to 
gether with his queen, soon after returned intorj 
their own dominions, where their presence thisl 
become very necessary. Soon after their arri-4 
val, the news of the siege of Algezira, by Alon-j 
so of Castile, against the Moors, excited the in-, 
terest of all Christendom ; and Philip, eager to, 
shew his zeal against the infidels, attended by al 
chosen body of troops, marched to the scene o: 
action, and was received in the camp of Alonso 
with distinguished honours. His conduct anefi 
valour on this occasion are highly extolled; but 
being seized with a malignant fever, he paid 
the debt of nature before he could re- ^ ^ ■' 
turn tn his capital and family, to the 
sincere sorrow of his people. j . 

Monna Joanna governed the Jciugdom of Na* 
varre after her husband’s death, wiih'SJJifitl dig¬ 
nity and discretion. She made choice'of thel 
wisest and most upright of ffer subjects foiJ?es : 
counsellors; and by their advice, regulated hefi 
own conduct. The king of France entertained 1 
such a regard for" her, that lie intended to giv.aj 
his son in marriage to her daughter Blanc'' 
but when the young princess, attended by h| 
mother, appeared in the French court, the agei 
monarch was so struck with the beauty of 
former, that he married her himself. 

The queen of Navarre did not long enjoy i 
honour of this great alliance: she died a* 
months after, in the twenty-third year pf 
reign, and was buried in the monastery b£ 
Denis. She left a numerous progeny* 
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Charles the Wicked, at that time eighteen 
years of age, and one nf the most accomplished 
persons of his time, succeeded his mother. He 
was courteous, well bred, eloquent, and easy in 
his address, and, without losing his dignity, 
possessed the happy art of conciliating popular 
regard; but after he ascended the throne, those 
good qualities were so disgraced by their oppo¬ 
site vices, that he became an object of detesta¬ 
tion. 

Not long after his accession, a rebellion broke 
out, which Charles having speedily suppressed, 
punished the revolters with such severity, as 
gave his people a very unfavourable impression 
of a reign, the first passage of which was mark¬ 
ed with blood. The king, however, shewed the 
tjnost sovereign contempt of public opinion, and 
acted only from the impulse of his own pas¬ 
sions. 

Sensible that.it would contribute to his ia- 
■terest, or security, to have a personal acquaint¬ 
ance with the princes, his neighbours, he paid 
a \irit to Pedro the Cruel, king of Castile, and 
afterwards had an interview with the king of Ar- 
ragon, both of whom he cajoled with fair pro¬ 
fessions. Soon after, he went to the court of 
France, where he urged some obsolete claims 
with such spirit, that the king was glad to 
‘soothe and soften him by offering him the prin- 
;cess Joanna, his sister, in marriage. Charles 
.^accepted the proposal; but scarcely were his 
’nuptials celebrated before he set up new de- 
gjnands, part of which, the necessity of his af¬ 
fairs obliged the king of France to comply 
With; though Charles had not only been guilty 

rebellion, but also of murder, in his dominions. 
k .v A forced 
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A forced reconciliation at last took place,'] 
through the good offices of the two dowagers of j 
franco, when Charles, after some other base in-! 
trigues against the peace of Franco, withdrew ■ 
to Navarro, waiting for a proper opportunity of.'Jj 
wrecking his vengeance against his bruthcr-in-4 
law and lienefactnr. 

It is painf ul to pursue this unprincipled cha- , 
meter through all the labyrinths of deceit. By,| 
his pestilent eloquence, he seduced the dauphin,.; 
then eighteen years ol age, from his duty, per-4 
suading him that he was extremely ill used in ' 
not having a government assigned him. A* 
sense ol duty and filial affection, however, soon ’ 
brought the dauphin Lo a juster way of think¬ 
ing ; a/.d, in order to atone for his offence, and 
to punish the author of it, he contrived to de¬ 
liver up Charles of Navarre to his father’s in* 
dignation. His plans, however, were so w ell 
concerted and so deeply laid, that though de- ' 
tinned a.5 a prisoner, he enjoyed mo ve a- ninfnA 
than John, whom next year, the. fate, of war. 
threw into the hards of the English at" Boic-’' 
tiers. * 

This event spread confusion and dismay over.| 
all France, and Charles availing himself of the 
attachment of a few faithful fiends, contrived" 5 
an escape to Amiens, from whence he was soon 
invited to Paris by the dauphin, who had as*, 
sumed the government of the kingdom, and 
hoped to have strengthened his authority by; 
the support of the king of Navarre. In this- 
expectation he was grossly deceived ; for Charles jj 
had not been long at Paris before he made a* 
public and pathetic harangue to the people, in 
which he endeavoured to recompiend himself to | 

their* 
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?;their attention ns governor, and to supplant the 
sdauphin. The young prince, in consequence, 
[Was compelled to comply with the very extra¬ 
vagant and insolent demands of this profligate 
|j5ind insidious man ; who having gained his 
, point, proceeded to Rouen, where uniting with 
| the English, he formed the design of carrying 
aris by force. In the sequel, however, Charles 
the dauphin were again reconciled, and the 
ner returning to his hereditary kingdom of 
tfavarre, soon after had another interview with 


dro the Cruel, king of Castile, which pro¬ 
duced a war between them and the king of Ar- 
ragon. Charles, however, who was restrained 
by no sense of honour, studied only to make a 
dupe of both; and on advantageous overtures 
|being made to him by Pedro of Arragon, he' 
sserted his former ally, and even commenced 
Ostilities against him. 

John, king of France, dying a prisoner in 
inglandj-and, his son Charles being seated on 
he .throne, the king of Navarre, notwithstand¬ 
ing the enlarged views of aggrandisement which 
j he had formed nearer home, thought this too 
^favourable an opportunity to be neglected, of 

I extorting something from the weakness of a 
new government, hastened to send troops into 
.Normandy; but their general being defeated 
fid taken prisuner, Charles of N avarre wag 
E) 6^ t0 ^ sten ts terms accommoda- 
Il 365 ' t ' on ’ ant * a P eace was concluded be¬ 
tween the two powers. 

.But tranquillity did not suit the genius or 
I disposition of this prince. He soon entered into 
otrary engagements with the kings of Castile 
Arragon, with a view of reaping advantage 

from 
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from each; but in this his duplicity deceived' 
him. In a word, the history of the mantEUvresi 
of Charles the picked savour of romance,- 
though impartially related; and as he took part* 
in all the great events of the time in which hel 
lived, it would fill a volume to record all his I 
transactions. 

At last becoming miserably infirm, . i 
in consequence of a'debauched life, he 
retired from public view, and bent all 00 ‘’ 
his thoughts to prepar e for eternity ; lor not 
withstanding his vices, which were too promi-| 
nent to be disguised, he affected to be thought*! 
religious, in order to impose on the world.*" 
While in this melancholy state, a sedition was - 
raised in Pampeluna, under the pretext that the.] 
city was ill supplied with corn, and that the re- ' 
venue was mismanaged ; but feeble and reduced-^ 
as the king was, he exerted himself with hitji 
wonted spirit to suppress the tumult, and hav; ; 
ing got some of the Ttngleadfrs ipto hands, ^ 
he inflicted capital punishment -upon .them-*? 
This was the last effort o4 his authorityj‘.for 
soon after he resigned his breath, in the fifty- | 
sixth year of his age and the thirty-sixth of his'" 
reign. . i 

His son, Charles the Noble, at his ac¬ 
cession, was twenty-five years old. At 
the time of his father’s demise, he was 
in Castile with his consort, on a visit to his bro- . 
ther-in-law don Juan, king of that country, 
who before they parted, as a token of his affec¬ 
tion, remitted a large sum of money which both ... 
his predecessor and himself had stipulated to ' 
pay to him. 

His queen, of the house of Castile, bore him | 

asm, 
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son, who received his father’s name; a cir¬ 
cumstance which proved highly grateful to the 
•people of Navarre. 

Charles being desirous of settling his claims 
in France, and being invited thither by the 
princes of the blood, resolved to undertake a 
journey into that kingdom. He made his will, 
s and constituted the queen regent, in case any 
fatal accident should befal him. On his arrival 
in Paris, lie found public affairs in the greatest 
^distraction, and that a War with England was 
'•inevitable. This dismal prospect induced him 
to use all his interest to conclude a treaty with¬ 
out loss of lime ; and by the agreement then 
entered into, he relinquished all pretensions to 
Champagne, Brie, and F.vereux, as also to all 
the places which his, ancestors had held in Nor¬ 
mandy, in consideration of receiving the towm 
; and district of Nemours, together with an an¬ 
ginal pension of 12,000 livres, and the farther 
-sum of"200,000 crowns, by way of indemnifica¬ 
tion for the-revenues of which he had been de¬ 
prived. This was r ‘but a poor compensation for 
the sacrifices he had made, but circumstances 
justified the prudence, of the measure. At 
length, having essentially contributed to restore 
the public peace, and having concluded a mar¬ 
riage between his third daughter and the count 
de la Marche, one of the most accomplished 
men of his age, he returned to his own domi¬ 
nions, whose interests he continued to consult, by 
sound judgment and active exertions. His sub¬ 
jects had always been divided into factions, 
which had often brought the country to the 
verge of ruin : former monarchs had seen and 
lamented this, and yet dared not attempt the 
■ removal 
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removal of the evil; but, in consequence of the 
credit which C harles the Noble had justly ac¬ 
quired with all ranks, he was able to accom -3 
plish without a struggle, what his predecessors'! 
had shrunk from in despair. He gave hisj 
people a new constitution, equally favourable/ 
to them all; and took away the very occasion! 
for party differences and distinctions. , j 

The long peace he had procured to Navarre, ' 
amidst so many discordant interests, and his 
many amiable qualities, made Charles an object 
of veneration to his people, and of respect to 
strangers. One great and singular instance of 
the excellence of his temper was the harmony ir^ 
which he lived with his queen Leonora to then 
day of her death, notwithstanding her former! 
undutiful conduct. When she died, 
botli her husband and the nation shew¬ 
ed the sincerest grief; and though she 
left no surviving son, the king was so well sa¬ 
tisfied about the security of the succaaaon, that?,, 
he never thought of a second marriage. _ - 

He disposed n£ his eldest daughter in marri¬ 
age to the infant don Juan of Arragon, “a. D. 
and stipulated that injease her husband ■ 

survived her, he'should enjoy the crown 
during his life ; and accordingly their nuptials 
tnijk place at Olita, to the entire satisfaction off 
the respective courts of Castile, Arragon, arufq 
Navarre. In due time the princess was brought .; 
to bed of a sftn, named (diaries, or Carlos, iff 
honour of his grandfather, who, as soon as h 
was weaned, sent for him to court, and wit 
great solemnity declared him prince of Via 
and heir to the crown of Navarre. 

Having thys provided for the security of thj 
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succession, and lived long enough to perform a 
dignified and an honourable part on the great 
stage of life, when his grandson was about five 
years of age, he was seized with a fainting fit, 
in hy palace of Olita, and soon after with an 
apoplexy, which instantly removed him from 
this life. He died in the sixty-fourth year of 
his age, and the thirty-ninth of his reign, and 
^ ^ by his own direction was interred by 
jL,." the side of his deceased queen Leo¬ 
nora. 

Dqnna Blanch, his daughter, happened to he 
With her father when he expired, and after three 
days mourning, sent the royal standard of Na¬ 
varre to the camp of the king of Arragon, when 
it was displayed for the infant don Juan, her 
husband. 

The nobility and clergy took this action very 
jll. They disliked to see the royal standard sent 
out of the kingdom, and more particularly to 
tec nme_subjcct to a foreign master, before he 
had engaged to maintain their liberties. Blanch 
tJUipkly penetrated jpto the reasons of their dis¬ 
content, and advised her husband to hasten his 


journey to Navarre. This he did ; but so little 
w-s he prejudiced in favour of the people, and 
CO little pains did lie take to attach them to 
^ ^ him, that it was four years after his ac- 
l-iv'j' ceis ' 011 before be went through the co¬ 
ronation ceremony, which took place at 
Pampeluna as usual; and, according to a cus¬ 
tom which had prevailed from the lime of the 
Goths, the king and queen, on this occasion, 
were exposed to the view of their subjects, each 
seated on a buckler, and supported by the depu¬ 
ties from the principal towns of their dominions. 

A war 
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A war breaking out soon after with Castile* 
the king of that country made irruptions into 
Navarre, and committed the most terrible de*' 
vastations. IndeeS the conventions and treaties*'' 
which from time to time had been made be¬ 
tween the princes of Arragon and don .Tuan of 
Castile, subsisted no longer than interest nr pas¬ 
sion directed ; and the truce which now took 
place was no better observed than the preced¬ 
ing ones had been. 

In the year 1435 , ,a desire of aggrandizing 
his family induced the king of Navarre to ac-i 
company his brother into Italy, yvhere he wag 
taken prisoner in an engagement at sea, to the 
great grief of his queen and tjie contusion of 
his subjects. lie was released, however, in a 
few months, and returning into Spain, exhaust* 
ed the treasure both of Navarre and Arragon 
by his wild and ambitious projects. The hopes 
of his subjects in the former kingdom rested on 
his son, don Carlos, prince r*t Viaua: and \0 
gratify them in this respect at lfeast,Tie negh- 
eiated and concluded a mayiage for him sj’itff 
the princess AnnA’of Cleves, niece to the*dsi^e 
of Burgundy. 

About the same timi? his eldest daughter was 
espoused to the prince of Asturias, who proving 
impotent, laid the foundation of much shame 
and misery. 

Not long after, the queen of Navarre died of 
a broken heart, occasioned by grief for what 
she saw, as well as by an anticipation of ills 
likely to ensue. She left all to her son, dr>n 
Carlos, then of age ; but expressly commanded 
him not to assume the title of king, without his , 
father's consent. -A 

After': 


u2 
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After the death of his mother, the prince of 
Viana, one of the most accomplished persons of 
his age, was permitted to administer the affairs 
of Navarre, but his father still retained the rank 
he had formerly enjoyed. The young prince, 
however, disapproved of his father’s conduct on 
various occasions, and an enmity ill-concealed, 
or an open opposition for some time subsisted be¬ 
tween them. The native goodness of the prince 
®f Viana prevented him from taking any ad¬ 
vantage of die king’s imprtidcncics or injustice, 
as long as it was possible to temporize ; but a 
rupture at last taking place between them, 
brought on by the violence of their respective 
adherents, a battle was fought in which the 
king’s life was in the utmost danger, but to¬ 
wards its close the prince was taken prisoner. 
While in confinement lie refused tn take any 
sustenance, cxcepL from the hands of a natural 
brother, named don Alonso, fearing lest poison 
should be mixed with his food nr tjrink ; and 
the great precaution which the king took to se- 
Rtrt Ins person heightened those suspicions, and 
incrraced the jealousy of Ins subjects. 

' Hie states of Navarre w ere open partisans 
of the prince, and his uncle the king of Arra- 
gnn warmly interposed in his behalf. At length 
a treaty was concluded : the heir apparent was 
^ ^ to be restored to liberty, and the reve- 
rules ol the kingdom divided between 
him and his father ; but notwithstand¬ 
ing this arrangement, it was found impossible 
to restore cordiality between them, and the 
flame of discord, which had only been smother¬ 
ed, soon burst forth with more violence than 
ever. The prince, don Carlos, relied on die 

afFec- 
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-affections of the people, who were in reality 
much attached to him ; on the other l and, the 
king, don Juan, piqued himself on his experi¬ 
ence and military skill, and his ability in ma¬ 
naging political intrigues, in which, indeed, he 
was ably assisted by ids queen, the step-mother 
and inveterate enemy of the prince. 

A civil war in consequence of these disposi¬ 
tions broke out a second time in Navarre, in 
which the king prevailed, and the prince was 
obliged to fly tor seruTity to France, and after¬ 
wards to Italy. After various turns of fortune, 
a feigned reconciliation again took place; but 
the prince of Viana died soon after in ^ yj 
the forty-first year of his age ; and, by j^gj' 

his last will, called to the succession, 
his sister donna Blanch, to whom indi ed the 
crown of right belonged. 

The death of the prince was far from com¬ 
posing the disturbances which had been raised, 
on bis account. Navarre was Kenppulated and"- 
destroyed on all sides ; and don Juan, who had ■ 
Teceived the crows in its gftatest lustre w \Uas 
execrated as the cause of all the misfortun^* 
which alllicted that devoted country. At length, 
having lost his qbcen, who li.-.d been the instli 
gator of many of his follies and liis crimes, and 
being embarrassed on all sides, he resolved to 
deliver up the unfortunate Blanch, his widest 
daughter, into the power of her youngei sister, 
Leonora, married to the count of Foil ; and, 
under pretence of marrying her to Charles duke 
of Berry, carried her over the Pyrenees. Ja> 
the sequel, the wretched princess was (brawn | 
into prison and closely confined, from whencnl 
she was liberated only by death. She was taken ‘ 

11, a «tf 
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j-j off by poison at the instigation of the 
f j countess of Foix, whose husband imrae^ 

diately laid claim fo the kingdom of 
! Navarre, but the king soon obliged him to listen 
eto an accommodation. 

Don Gaston de Foix, son to the count of that 
name, was killed in a tournament the same year, 
leaving behind him a son, Francis Phnebus, and 
daughter named Catherine. The count his 
father died about three years after, and this so 
disconcerted his consort'donna Leonora, that, 
although ambitious and high spirited, she sus- 
"pended her intrigues for the recovery of Na¬ 
varre during a whole year. 

1 ' While matters were in this situation, her fa- 


, tlier, worn out with years and infirmi- 

. ties, breathed his last at Barcelona, so 

1 ' poor, after all the bustle he had made 
in the world, that the furniture of his palace 
was obliged to be sold, in order to defray the 
.“expenew of his funeral. 

•Immediately on receiving certain intelligence 
nfther father’s death, the cogntess of Foix caus- 
.f'Uherstdi to be proclaimed queen of Navarre; 
’but so much were her Igealth and spirits wasted 

t y chagrin and expectation, that she died on the 
twenty-second day after; having recom- 
f. / ‘ mended the care of her family to her 

r ‘ ' husband’s relations;—that was, in ef- 
Ifect, to the court of France, without deigning 
;tO make mention of her brother Ferdinand of 
bArragon. 

I- Francis Fhccbus, count of Foix, and grandson 
»q the deceased, was, without hesitation, Tecog- 
|hized king of Navarre. He had just entered 
into his twelfth year, and both in person and 

?VV ’ in inti 
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VJiind gave promise of being a most accomplish* 
ad prince. But notwithstanding his high cost! 
nections, and the partiality of the people, fhi 
two factions of Beaumont and Gramont, which 
had lung agitated and divided Navarre, left 
him no more than the name of king. At length, 
however, some of his relations interposing their 
good offices, the states requested the presence 
of Francis among them, who, arriving power¬ 
fully supported, was received with the 
universal acclamation »f his subjects, 
and solemnly crowned at P.wnpeluna. 

After the ceremony of his inauguration was 
performed, the king set out with a numerous 
and respectable attendance to visit and take 
possession of the different parts of his kingdom. 
In his progress, lie shewed a wisdom and pru¬ 
dence beyond his years, which made those who^ 
were about his person, regard him as a person, 
sent from heaven for their welfare. But though ' 
Francis displayed abilities xvhicl* qualifipd him 
cu act for himself, his filial affection,.or his mo r 
desty, taught him to consider kis mothrr» - Mag : * k 
dalcn, princess of Viana, as his guide an^di\ 
rcctrcss in all things; and accoidmgly all grants 
were made out in litr name. 

. Tiiis bright scene, however, was of short du--J 
ration. The young monarch was vigilantly re¬ 
garded by two of the most subtle monarchs ifl-, 
the world, Lewis XI. of France and Ferdinand-^ 
the Catholic. It was proposed by each that hejj 
should match into his family. Family -attach- ? 
ment and inclination led his mother, with a 
blind devotion, to favour the interests of France; 
policy would have taught her, that the happi* 
ness of her sun was most likely to be promoted; 

- kk 
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by adhering to Arragon. The principal noby 
Iity of Navarre, and more especially the count 
de JL erin, whom it was found necessary to con. 
ti^pedn the office of constable, urged a matri- 
<nonisd@feonnection with donna Joanna, heiress 
to the dominions of Arragon ; and the mother 
of the young king, not willing to comply, adopt¬ 
ed the rash expedient of carrying him and his 
sister to Bearn. Returning, however, to Pau, 
the king began to decline, and on the thir. 
» _ lieth of January breathed his last, and 

. ‘ ' was buried in the cathedral of Les- 

i/too. 

car. 

Upon the decease of her brother, donna Ca¬ 
therine de Foix was immediately declared queen 
Df Navarre; but the perplexities which had at¬ 
tended a proposed marriage contract with the 
late king, were now tenfold increased. An am¬ 
bassador arrived from his__ Catholic majesty, to 
press the marriage of the-young queen with the 
infant' don -Juan ; but the princess Magdalen, 
her mother", determined to sacrifice the interests 
rf lity daughter, ?is she had formerly of her son, 
to a predilection for France, accepted a hus¬ 
band for her, recommended by that court, in 
the person of Jean d’Alberf, son of the count 
of Perigord and Limoges. Their nuptials were 
solemnize^ at Orthes, notwithstanding the most 
. violent opposition to the measure from 

H B 4 ' rnan y the fading men of Na¬ 
varre. 

The lord of Abenas, uncle to the new mar¬ 
ried prince, was declared viceroy of NavaTre, 
and, in conjunction with the faction of the Grq- 
monts, governed that part of the country which 
acknowledged the queen’s authority, with much 

prudence 
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i prudence and moderation. A Considerable poi*- 
Vtion of Navarre, however, obeyed the count de 
Lerin, under the protection of their catholic 
majesties, who justified their interference from 
political motives ; alledging that Navarre was 
the gate of Spain, and that in common pru¬ 
dence they ought to keep it shut against the 
French. 

It was not long indeed before the young king 
and queen found themselves under the neces¬ 
sity of seeking the friendship of don Ferdinand 
tile Catholic. Their atfairs on both sides the 
Pyrenees, and during the minority of Charles 
VIII. the little disposition which government 
shewed to serve them, left them no other alter¬ 
native. Ferdinand received their applications 
with civility, and a short time after ordered his 
general to restore all the places which he had 
taken in Navarre, and at the same time declared 
that kingdom under Ids protection. 

So far matters had proceeded favourably ; 
Jjut though the kingdom of Nivarre.was for ■ 
tile present secured from hostile aggression, if 
was still torn by domestic fcvfds. In oTShr ti^ 
suppress them, the states invited their sovereigns' 
to come and reside among them, and accord¬ 
ingly they were crowned king and ^ ^ 
queen of Navarre with great pomp, 
and an appearance of much cordiality. 

Not long after they renewed their alliance with 
the king of Castile; and Ferdinand of Arra- 
gon, on the other hand, seemed to evince the 
utmost zeal in their cause. 

The impolitic conduct of John d’Albert in 
tigging claims which he could not support, and 
fhen iseling indignant because he was refused, 

and 
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^ j-j and entering into views hostile to, Fer- 
*e,a" dinapd, at last roused that monarch o 
opposition, and in the space of a few 
days, Pampeluna and several other strong places 
Opened their gates to the victor; while the king 
and queen were forced to fly. 

John d’Albert, supported by the French in¬ 
terest, made several ineffectual attempts to ret 
cover his dominions : he protested and exclaim¬ 
ed against the injustice done him, but he made 
little impression either .on friends or foes.' Hi* 
behaviour is said to have merited the following 
severe reproach of his wife. “ Had I been John 
and you Catherine, we should have remained 
king and queen of Navarre !” Ferdinand, in¬ 
deed, left them in possession of Lower Navarre, 
beyond the Pyrenees towards France, but ht 
annexed the' rest of the kingdom to Castile, and 
by the authority of the states declared them for 
ever indivisible. 

After the death of don Ferdinand, who was 
Certainly, guhty of flagrant usurpation and in¬ 
justice in rega-d to the king of Navarre, that 
unfortunate prince made another attempt to re¬ 
cover his dominions; but being defeated, and, 
some of his principal adherents taken prisoners, 

« he was so much affected that he died of 
‘ chagrin soon after, and in a few monthss 
his queen followed him to the grave. 
Both directed that their bodies should be depo¬ 
sited in the cathedral of Lescar, in order to be 
removed to Pampeluna, when it should be re¬ 
covered by their posterity, to whom, notwith¬ 
standing all their misfortunes, they left a con¬ 
siderable patrimony, composed of estates be¬ 
longing to the two ancient families of Foix ancL 

Albert-; 



Iftlbfitt; besides some portions 
tpfey ww wcallowed to occupy. 

They had in all fiyirteen children, of whon 
only four lived to make any figure in lifo.''; 
Henry, their eldest son, was about fourteen' 
yeafs old at the time of his mother’s death. He' 
immediately assumed the title of king of Na¬ 
varre, under the protection of Francis I. of* 
France ; but though several attempts were made 
to recover his hereditary dominions, they aM 
proved abortive, from tlfc superior power and 
address of Charles V. 

Henry II. of Navarre, as he is commonly 
stiled by historians, was taken prisoner together 
with his patron Francis I. at the battle of Pavia, 
but contrived means to escape fropr his enemies. 
He married the princess Margaret, only sister of, 
the king of France, by whom he had Joanna,'; 
espoused in his life-time to Anthony Bourbony* 
duke of Vendosme. 

Henry, by fortifying and enriclln^his small 
state, shewed what he was capableV>f *pe rf o’rm- 
ing, had Providence granted hrrfl a wider 
of action. Nd> efforts of the emperor Chafles 
could obtain from him a resignation of his titla 
to Navarre ; and it "must be allowed, that he 
deserved to have been more than a nominal 
icing. He died at Pau, in Bearn, aged fifty^ 
three, and was succeeded by his daughter, the 
duchess of Veudosmb, who with her husband 
assumed the titles of king and queen of Na¬ 
varre. 

; Both were admired and esteemed for tljeir 
^jreat and good qualities : the king was mild 
out brave, and the queen is no less celebrated 
(Ur her masculine understanding than for her 
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|P king being wounded at the siege oi K,. 

PV, . died soon after, in the forty-fifth ye 
» 1 J. . ■ _. , ■ ...- ... . .. 


NAVAllRr. ‘ 

tfs'-Sttachraent to the Protestant. rrji ion 

ICi 

,r o 

_ his age ; and I :«■ consort, who surviv 

• ed him ten years, is generally thonghi 
have been taken oil by the artifice ul the 
nueeivmother of France, Mary de Mrdicis, at 
the celebration of tlie nuptials ol her son. .She 
l&Sts irv all respects an extraordinary woman 
gput blended with nnmepims good (jualilies, she 
•Wad the defect of being insuppoitilblv haughty. 
'Two child-en alone were alive at the time of 
''her death, Henry ami Catherine. The latter 
■Spcame duchess of Terrain, and continued a 
Stealous Protestant to the last. 
jjT Henry the Third, of Navarre, was born at 
HPatij.on the 13 ih of December, I/i'S. During 
ihe lifetime of his mother, he was spied pt ime 
ref-Bearn. He e;. I'uikuJ tlie prince.'. Flat g.n (t, 
sister to Chaves IX. aid He.it IJ I. ■anfes- 
‘.s ; vely ki.. 1 . .’a Trane, ; a,a! bv l’ e r'emi r pf 
-tin dy' . Aupai. 1 r la 
'to ’in crown oi 1 ranm , 
on the murder ol the 


e e pn -a; :np:me ea .r 
v Inch lie ran re dej 
p mentioned panne, 


August ‘ 2 , l.ispj ano. therein united, what still 
remained of the kingdom ol Navarre, to the 
French monarchy. 

From this period, the history of Navarre ij 
inseparably coamvu-d with those ol Fran re and 
Spain. It should be observed, la v, ever, that 
tlie people of Navarre long pre.-en ed thiii law* 
and liberties entire, and that their ;overeigns 
iwere satisfied to govern them according to an¬ 
cient customs and institutions. .. v 
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